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Shop the Sidewalk Sales in Downtown Wilmette, on Ridge 
Road, Green Bay Road, and in Plaza del Lago! In addition to 
great shopping, there will be entertainment, food and activities 
for the entire family.

On Friday, enjoy “Pre-Sidewalk Sale” specials at local merchants. 
On Saturday & Sunday, merchants will be joined by vendors of 
unique merchandise, artisans and crafters in Downtown Wilmette. 

On Saturday, enjoy a performance by beloved children’s 
entertainer Istvan & His Imaginary Band at 11:00 a.m., 
followed by free balloon animals from noon to 3:00 p.m. When 
Istvan starts rocking kids can’t help but join in, sometimes on 
stage, while their moms and dads cheer them on and enjoy the 
original tunes, an irresistible mix of interactive rock ‘n’ roll, 
country, pop punk and sing-alongs that get heads bobbing. A 
longtime member of Chicago’s alternative music scene, Istvan 
started penning children’s tunes after the birth of his daughter, 
Evie,  who often accompanies him on stage.

On Saturday evening at 7:00 p.m., bring the family to Village 
Green for a Motown, Soul and Rock and Roll concert by Second 
Hand Soul Band. Pick up a picnic and beverages from local 
eateries, or dine at a local restaurant while enjoying the music. 
The Chamber will be handing out free ice cream at 7:00 p.m., 

while supplies last. Second Hand Soul Band takes you back to 
the days when all that mattered was meeting your friends to 
dance the night away! This energetic, dynamic seven-piece 
band has many years of experience and really knows how to 
entertain! Between the funky hits of the 70s, the one-hit 
wonders, the disco and the soulful songs of that era, you will 
be moved to dance and sing.

On Sunday at 11:00 a.m., there will be a performance by The 
Frog Lady, who gathers all participants around for an 
entertaining meet and greet with over 25 live reptiles and 
amphibians. You’ll hear about each animal’s natural history as 
well as their personal story. There will also be face-painting 
from noon to 3:00 p.m. You can also enjoy our popular classic 
car show. 

As you can see, the entire family will enjoy super summer fun 
sponsored by the Chamber July 21–23!
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After a cool spring, it appears 
that summer has finally 
arrived!  This is a great time of 
year to enjoy all that Wilmette 
has to offer, and you can find 
more information on special 
events, like Summerfest, 
4th of July celebrations, and 
our Summer Concert Series, 
throughout this issue of 
The Communicator.

2017 Summer Concerts Series
Back by popular demand, the Village will be hosting its second annual 
Summer Concert Series on the Village Green, otherwise known as 
the front lawn of Village Hall. 

The first concert is scheduled for Tuesday, June 20th at 7:00 p.m. 
I hope to not only see you at the concert, but also to see you before 
and after the show at one of our downtown restaurants or retail shops.

611 Green Bay Road Update
As you have probably noticed, construction is well underway at a 
new mixed-use development on the old Ford dealership site at 611 
Green Bay Road. The developer is on schedule and plans to begin 
leasing 75 luxury apartments this fall. This building is exactly the type 
of development envisioned by the Village Center Master Plan.

The Village Center Master Plan process was initiated in 2010 to 
create a clear, documented and shared vision for the revitalization of 
downtown Wilmette into a vibrant hub for retail, dining and 
entertainment.

To create this vision, the Village engaged the services of Lakota 
Group, a leader in planning and urban design, to coordinate the 
10-month long planning process. As part of the process, nearly 400 
residents and business owners were interviewed, attended focus 
groups, open houses and public workshops to provide guidance on 
the final plan.

The Village Center Master Plan was adopted by the Village Board 
as an amendment to the Village’s Comprehensive Plan on 
January 25, 2011.

2017 Capital Program
During last year’s budget process, the Village Board made a 
commitment to steadily improve the condition of our municipal 
infrastructure in a fiscally responsible manner. Critical capital 
projects for 2017 include resurfacing of 1.3 miles of streets, 
reconstruction of four alleys, renovation of one brick street, 14,000 
square feet of sidewalk and curb repairs, and sewer main lining and 
repairs throughout the Village.

The Village also works diligently to leverage state and federal grant 
money. This year, the Skokie and Hibbard intersection will be 
improved with new left turn lanes on Hibbard Road, sidewalk 
enhancements, better street lighting, drainage improvements, and 
pedestrian signals to enhance safety for pedestrians and bicyclists. 

The Village is also in the process of designing comprehensive roadway 
improvements on Locust Road (Lake Avenue to Wilmette Avenue) and 
Central Avenue (Green Bay Road to Sheridan Road) which will be 
funded by grants. These projects are currently in the engineering phase, 
with construction planned for 2019 and 2020.

Stormwater Improvement 
Project Update
In our last newsletter, we included a series of Frequently Asked 
Questions concerning the Village’s current proposed stormwater 
improvement project. The project would bring flooding relief to residents 
west of Ridge Road by building a new system of sewer pipes (next to and 
connected to our existing sewer pipes), which would create greater 
capacity to hold stormwater and increase the rate at which stormwater 
flows out of west-side neighborhoods.

Due to the significant cost of the project, the Village Board engaged a 
second engineering firm to review the engineering work completed to 
date, double check cost estimates and provide a second opinion 
regarding feasible alternatives. The value engineering study will be 
presented to the Village Board at a Committee of the Whole meeting at 
Village Hall on June 26th at 7:00 p.m. The meeting is open to the public, 
will be broadcast live on Cable Channel 6, and livestreamed on the 
Village's website. In addition, a recording of the meeting will be archived 
at www.wilmette.com for viewing at your convenience. (click Government 
- Streaming Video)

Residents are encouraged to learn more about this project at 
www.wilmette.com (click on Village Services – Stormwater Management) 
and to provide feedback by emailing the Village at 
sewers@wilmette.com. 

Village Board News
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank retiring Trustees 
Cam Krueger, Ted McKenna, and Carol Ducommun for their dedicated 
service to the Village. Cam and Ted each served the maximum two 
four-year terms allowed under Village ordinances. Carol served one term 
on the Village Board, but was elected in April to again serve on the New 
Trier High School Board of Education. Their leadership on the Village 
Board and in the community has greatly benefited Wilmette, its residents 
and its business owners. I also would like to welcome our newly elected 
members of the Village Board -- Trustees Kathy Dodd, Joel Kurzman, 
and Steve Leonard. 

All members of the Village Board and residents serving on various 
Commissions are unpaid volunteers. These people provide a great 
service to our community, and I would encourage all of you to get 
involved. If you are interested in serving on one of the Village’s 
Commissions, please fill out a Talent Bank Questionnaire which can be 
found on the Village’s website (click on Government – Boards & 
Commissions). 

Finally, I hope you and your family enjoy a wonderful summer, and I look 
forward to seeing you at shops and restaurants in all of our business 
districts throughout Wilmette!
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Community News

DOCUMENT DESTRUCTION GUIDELINES
Paper documents must be brought to the event in either paper 
shopping bags or cardboard boxes - NO PLASTIC BAGS please! 
To avoid back-up or capacity issues, we must limit residents to six 
file-size boxes or paper shopping bags per vehicle. Staples and paper 
clips are acceptable, but binders and metal clips should be removed. 

ACCEPTED ELECTRONIC ITEMS
In 2012 Illinois enacted legislation banning most electronics from 
landfills; therefore, electronics can no longer be collected with 
residential waste. For a complete list of items that will be accepted at 
Wilmette's one-day event, please visit http://www.swancc.org/ 
residential-programs/electronics-recycling. 

Wilmette Earns Tree City USA 
Recognition
For the 33rd consecutive year, the Village of Wilmette is proud to be 
recognized by the Arbor Day Foundation as a “Tree City USA” 
community. Wilmette continues to maintain the standards required of a 
Tree City with a comprehensive forestry program that includes planting 
trees, tree care ordinances, and conducting an Arbor Day ceremony 
with all duties administered by the Public Works Forestry Division. The 
Tree City USA designation is sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation 
in cooperation with the National Association of State Foresters and the 
USDA Forest Service. 

Coal Tar Sealant Product Ban
The Village of Wilmette has joined at least three other Illinois 
communities in banning the sale and use of coal tar sealant products 
for sealcoating pavement surfaces. Coal tar is a by-product of a 
process used to refine coal. It contains high levels of polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), which are a group of organic 
chemicals that are of environmental concern due to their toxicity. When 
used in sealcoating products, PAHs can be tracked into your home or 
leach into storm water run off posing a health hazard to humans and wildlife.

The Wilmette ban prohibits the use of coal tar sealants on all public and 
private driveways, parking lots, and other roadway surfaces, including 
property owned by the Village and other governmental units. The ban 
was approved effective February 28, 2017.

Property owners can use asphalt-based sealants, which are 
significantly lower in PAH levels and are commercially available. Please 
remind your contractor that coal tar products are banned in Wilmette.

When will my streets/sidewalk/ 
alley be repaired?
The Village prioritizes infrastructure repairs on a worst-first basis. Each 
year the Village reviews and updates its condition inventory of streets, 
sidewalks, alleys, and curbs. Thus, if your street or alley was not 
scheduled for repair this year, that means there is another street or 
alley in the community in worse condition than yours. Residents are 
encouraged to submit repair requests, and those requests are 
compared to the Village’s surveys.

For sidewalks, the Village is divided into five geographic sections from 
east to west. Each year, the worst sidewalks in a particular section are 
scheduled for repair. For 2017, the $70,000 sidewalk repair budget 
only allows about 50% of the worst sidewalks to be fixed in section five, 
which is east of Green Bay Road. 

The resident requests are evaluated and will be repaired as long as the 
sidewalk in question is considered to be in the “worst condition.”  
Sidewalks that have at least 1.5” height difference between slabs are 
generally prioritized as the worst hazards. The Village has more than 
120 miles of sidewalk and because sidewalks that pond with water are 
a lower priority, the Village program is limited to repairing sidewalks in 
the worst condition only.

The Village allocates more than $3 million annually to the engineering 
capital program. In order to keep the Village’s portion of the property 
tax bill to a minimum, the Village is unable to repair all of our 
infrastructure defects immediately. The Village Board has committed to 
steadily improving the condition of our infrastructure in a fiscally 
responsible manner and the Village Staff regularly seeks out creative 
methods to reduce costs and makes your tax dollars go further. If you 
would like to know when your street, alley or sidewalk is scheduled for 
repair please contact the Village Engineer at jensenr@wilmette.com.

 

For the 5th consecutive year, the Village will partner with the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC) to host a one-day 
Document Destruction & Electronics Recycling Event. This event is open to all Wilmette residents and residents of all other SWANCC 
communities; identification will be checked for proof of residency. Materials from businesses, schools, or institutions will not be accepted.

PLEASE NOTE: This event will end promptly at noon. Do not drop off electronics outside of the scheduled date and time.

For more information, please contact Public Works at (847) 853-7500 or pubworks@wilmette.com.

After a cool spring, it appears 
that summer has finally 
arrived!  This is a great time of 
year to enjoy all that Wilmette 
has to offer, and you can find 
more information on special 
events, like Summerfest, 
4th of July celebrations, and 
our Summer Concert Series, 
throughout this issue of 
The Communicator.

2017 Summer Concerts Series
Back by popular demand, the Village will be hosting its second annual 
Summer Concert Series on the Village Green, otherwise known as 
the front lawn of Village Hall. 

The first concert is scheduled for Tuesday, June 20th at 7:00 p.m. 
I hope to not only see you at the concert, but also to see you before 
and after the show at one of our downtown restaurants or retail shops.

611 Green Bay Road Update
As you have probably noticed, construction is well underway at a 
new mixed-use development on the old Ford dealership site at 611 
Green Bay Road. The developer is on schedule and plans to begin 
leasing 75 luxury apartments this fall. This building is exactly the type 
of development envisioned by the Village Center Master Plan.

The Village Center Master Plan process was initiated in 2010 to 
create a clear, documented and shared vision for the revitalization of 
downtown Wilmette into a vibrant hub for retail, dining and 
entertainment.

To create this vision, the Village engaged the services of Lakota 
Group, a leader in planning and urban design, to coordinate the 
10-month long planning process. As part of the process, nearly 400 
residents and business owners were interviewed, attended focus 
groups, open houses and public workshops to provide guidance on 
the final plan.

The Village Center Master Plan was adopted by the Village Board 
as an amendment to the Village’s Comprehensive Plan on 
January 25, 2011.

2017 Capital Program
During last year’s budget process, the Village Board made a 
commitment to steadily improve the condition of our municipal 
infrastructure in a fiscally responsible manner. Critical capital 
projects for 2017 include resurfacing of 1.3 miles of streets, 
reconstruction of four alleys, renovation of one brick street, 14,000 
square feet of sidewalk and curb repairs, and sewer main lining and 
repairs throughout the Village.

The Village also works diligently to leverage state and federal grant 
money. This year, the Skokie and Hibbard intersection will be 
improved with new left turn lanes on Hibbard Road, sidewalk 
enhancements, better street lighting, drainage improvements, and 
pedestrian signals to enhance safety for pedestrians and bicyclists. 

The Village is also in the process of designing comprehensive roadway 
improvements on Locust Road (Lake Avenue to Wilmette Avenue) and 
Central Avenue (Green Bay Road to Sheridan Road) which will be 
funded by grants. These projects are currently in the engineering phase, 
with construction planned for 2019 and 2020.

Stormwater Improvement 
Project Update
In our last newsletter, we included a series of Frequently Asked 
Questions concerning the Village’s current proposed stormwater 
improvement project. The project would bring flooding relief to residents 
west of Ridge Road by building a new system of sewer pipes (next to and 
connected to our existing sewer pipes), which would create greater 
capacity to hold stormwater and increase the rate at which stormwater 
flows out of west-side neighborhoods.

Due to the significant cost of the project, the Village Board engaged a 
second engineering firm to review the engineering work completed to 
date, double check cost estimates and provide a second opinion 
regarding feasible alternatives. The value engineering study will be 
presented to the Village Board at a Committee of the Whole meeting at 
Village Hall on June 26th at 7:00 p.m. The meeting is open to the public, 
will be broadcast live on Cable Channel 6, and livestreamed on the 
Village's website. In addition, a recording of the meeting will be archived 
at www.wilmette.com for viewing at your convenience. (click Government 
- Streaming Video)

Residents are encouraged to learn more about this project at 
www.wilmette.com (click on Village Services – Stormwater Management) 
and to provide feedback by emailing the Village at 
sewers@wilmette.com. 

Village Board News
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank retiring Trustees 
Cam Krueger, Ted McKenna, and Carol Ducommun for their dedicated 
service to the Village. Cam and Ted each served the maximum two 
four-year terms allowed under Village ordinances. Carol served one term 
on the Village Board, but was elected in April to again serve on the New 
Trier High School Board of Education. Their leadership on the Village 
Board and in the community has greatly benefited Wilmette, its residents 
and its business owners. I also would like to welcome our newly elected 
members of the Village Board -- Trustees Kathy Dodd, Joel Kurzman, 
and Steve Leonard. 

All members of the Village Board and residents serving on various 
Commissions are unpaid volunteers. These people provide a great 
service to our community, and I would encourage all of you to get 
involved. If you are interested in serving on one of the Village’s 
Commissions, please fill out a Talent Bank Questionnaire which can be 
found on the Village’s website (click on Government – Boards & 
Commissions). 

Finally, I hope you and your family enjoy a wonderful summer, and I look 
forward to seeing you at shops and restaurants in all of our business 
districts throughout Wilmette!

Document Destruction & 
Electronics Recycling Event
Saturday, July 29, 2017 • 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Centennial Park Southwest Parking Lot • 2300 Old Glenview Road, Wilmette, IL
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Leaf Blower Regulations  
  In Effect
Between May 15th and September 30th, the Village of Wilmette 
prohibits the use of gasoline-powered leaf blowers. This prohibition 
includes using an electric leaf blower powered by a portable 
gasoline generator.

The only exceptions to this prohibition are:

 • Use on golf courses, public parks or other Wilmette Park 
District property

 • Use for roof, gutter and downspout cleaning

 • Use in paving, repair or patching of public streets and alleys, or 
for preparation of private asphalt surfaces prior to seal coating.

Residents can aid in helping to curtail the nuisance caused in summer 
months by leaf blowers; please speak to your landscaping contractor 
and tell them not to use their leaf blowers during the summer months.

Annual Water Quality Report
Please go to http://www.wilmette.com/download/water_plant/ 
2016-Annual-Water-Quality-Report.pdf to view your 2016 Annual 
Water Quality Report and learn more about your drinking water. This 
report contains important information about the source and quality of 
your drinking water during 2016. Wilmette's water meets or exceeds all 
State and Federal standards. If you would like a paper copy of the 
report mailed to your home, please call (847) 853-7532.

Watering Regulations in Effect
During the warm weather months, water restrictions are imposed by 
the Village as required by the State of Illinois. Sprinkling is prohibited 
Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. through 
September 15th. Sprinkling during prohibited hours may be permitted 
for a limited time by the Director of Engineering, for newly seeded or 
sod areas, and for the annual activation or repair of sprinkler systems. 
To obtain special approval, call (847) 853-7660.

Fire Hydrant Testing
During the summer hydrants will be opened, flushed and tested 
throughout the Village of Wilmette, as the Wilmette Fire Department 
conducts its annual hydrant testing program. Tests are done to assure 
that a reliable water supply and distribution system is available in the 
event of a fire.

The testing process involves flowing water from each hydrant in the 
Village, which stirs up the sediment in the water mains and may cause 
discolored water to flow into homes and businesses in Wilmette. 
Although the sediment in the water mains may give tap water an 
unpleasant appearance, it is not harmful and can be cleared by simply 
allowing the faucet to run until the water clears.

The hydrant testing program will run from now through the end of summer. 

Residents who are interested in obtaining detailed information about properties in Wilmette now have a free resource available to them. The 
Wilmette Community Portal can be found at www.wilmette.com. With the click of a button, an address can be searched and an array of 
information can be accessed by residents; 24 hours a day, 365 days a year!

Among the information provided are the property PIN (property index number), zoning information and what school district, township and/or county 
it is located in. The voter precinct name and number, along with polling locations are provided, in addition to the names of state and federal elected 
officials. It’s all available by simply searching an address.

Other important information is available to residents, including garbage, recycling and waste collection times, as well as a Map Gallery that 
highlights information like responsible jurisdictions for snow and ice removal. All of this and more is available through the Wilmette Community 
Portal. It’s information you want to know, right at your fingertips! Visit www.wilmette.com and start searching.

The Village welcomes its newest businesses and thanks them for choosing Wilmette. Please remember to visit these and other Wilmette 
businesses while shopping this summer. We have a strong group of local merchants who are committed to you and appreciate your 
commitment to them. By supporting our businesses and buying locally, your sales tax dollars help pay for public services.

Welcome to New Businesses

NEW RETAILERS
High Touch, 1187 Wilmette Ave, 
  Coming Soon!

Mathew Klujian & Sons, 
  1625 Sheridan Rd, Coming Soon!

HEALTH SERVICES
ATI Physical Therapy, 114 Skokie Blvd, 
  Coming Soon!

IL Center for Digestive and Liver Health, 
  135 Green Bay Rd, New Office

Linebarger & Associates, (Psychotherapy), 
  1159 Wilmette Ave, (847) 728-8148

PERSONAL SERVICES
Bit Space, 1135 Greenleaf Ave,
  (773) 654-1691

Coco Nails, 1217 Washington Ave,
  Coming Soon!

Wilmette Community Portal – 
Information Right at Your Fingertips!
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Auto Historica XIV: 
British and European Car Show
Sunday, September 17, 2017
12:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Free event for entire community

Back by popular demand, this year’s car show will feature over 20 
vintage British and European automobiles. Bring your kids, stroll 
around and vote for your favorite car! 

Walking Tour: 1870s Homes
Saturday, July 15, 2017
10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Free for members, $5 for non-members

Take a morning stroll around part of east Wilmette to see some of 
the few remaining examples of 1870s homes. Learn about some of 
the early residents of the village and about the lives they led in the 
late 19th century.

“History Detectives” 
Club Meeting: Pioneer Days
Saturday, June 24, 2017
Program is for members only and open to kids in Grades K-6. Call 
the Museum to join.

History detectives will meet up at The Grove in Glenview for its Pioneer 
Days event. We’ll participate in hands-on activities such as candle 
dipping, blacksmithing, and basket-weaving. 

Trolley Tour: 
“Wilmette Celebrities”
Saturday, June 24, 2017
10:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. tour times
$10 for members, $20 for non-members
Advance ticket purchase required

Hop on an old-fashioned trolley car for a guided tour of Wilmette 
with stops outside the houses where the village’s many celebrities 
once lived, including Ann-Margret, Charlton Heston, and Jens 
Jensen.

Exhibit Opening: 
Exploring West Wilmette 
Thursday, June 15, 2017
5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Free event for entire community

Join us for the opening of our new exhibit on the history of west 
Wilmette, an area whose very definition has changed over time. The 
exhibit explores its cultural geography, with special attention to the 
housing boom of the 1950s that turned family farms into distinctive new 
subdivisions. Mock cocktails and refreshments will be served.

Family Program: 
Find Mr. Westerfield’s 
Pickle Barrels!
June 11 – July 30, 2017
Free family program

Step out with your family this summer to learn a bit of local history, 
enjoy a fun scavenger hunt around the village, and to even win a 
prize. Scavenger hunt forms can picked up at the Museum, the 
Library, Baker Demonstration School, or downloaded from 
www.wilmettehistory.org.

Wilmette Historical Museum Events
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Shop the Sidewalk Sales in Downtown Wilmette, on Ridge 
Road, Green Bay Road, and in Plaza del Lago! In addition to 
great shopping, there will be entertainment, food and activities 
for the entire family.

On Friday, enjoy “Pre-Sidewalk Sale” specials at local merchants. 
On Saturday & Sunday, merchants will be joined by vendors of 
unique merchandise, artisans and crafters in Downtown Wilmette. 

On Saturday, enjoy a performance by beloved children’s 
entertainer Istvan & His Imaginary Band at 11:00 a.m., 
followed by free balloon animals from noon to 3:00 p.m. When 
Istvan starts rocking kids can’t help but join in, sometimes on 
stage, while their moms and dads cheer them on and enjoy the 
original tunes, an irresistible mix of interactive rock ‘n’ roll, 
country, pop punk and sing-alongs that get heads bobbing. A 
longtime member of Chicago’s alternative music scene, Istvan 
started penning children’s tunes after the birth of his daughter, 
Evie,  who often accompanies him on stage.

On Saturday evening at 7:00 p.m., bring the family to Village 
Green for a Motown, Soul and Rock and Roll concert by Second 
Hand Soul Band. Pick up a picnic and beverages from local 
eateries, or dine at a local restaurant while enjoying the music. 
The Chamber will be handing out free ice cream at 7:00 p.m., 

while supplies last. Second Hand Soul Band takes you back to 
the days when all that mattered was meeting your friends to 
dance the night away! This energetic, dynamic seven-piece 
band has many years of experience and really knows how to 
entertain! Between the funky hits of the 70s, the one-hit 
wonders, the disco and the soulful songs of that era, you will 
be moved to dance and sing.

On Sunday at 11:00 a.m., there will be a performance by The 
Frog Lady, who gathers all participants around for an 
entertaining meet and greet with over 25 live reptiles and 
amphibians. You’ll hear about each animal’s natural history as 
well as their personal story. There will also be face-painting 
from noon to 3:00 p.m. You can also enjoy our popular classic 
car show. 

As you can see, the entire family will enjoy super summer fun 
sponsored by the Chamber July 21–23!


