
Stormwater Improvement Project
Following five years of study, and an intensive public education 
campaign, the Wilmette Board of Trustees voted on April 17, 
2018 to pursue a stormwater improvement project to address 
flooding issues for residents who live west of Ridge Road. 
Ultimately, the majority of the Board of Trustees voted to 
proceed with Neighborhood Storage improvements at an 
estimated cost between $48-55 million.

The Village is working cooperatively with the Wilmette Park 
District, as well as the schools and other units of government 
whose assistance will be needed to complete this project, in 
order to ensure the underground storage improvements are 
implemented in a timely manner and in a way that maintains 
the character and quality of any affected parks or other 
public property.

To meet this goal the Village issued a Request for Proposals and 
received responses from seven firms, several of which teamed 
together because of the size of the project. After careful review 
of the proposals, staff interviewed three firms. The team of 
Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. (CBBEL) and Baxter and 
Woodman was selected based on their relevant experience, 
knowledge of the system, comprehensive scope of work and 
competitive fee.

CBBEL was the project 
manager during the 
initial hydraulic study. As 
its original developer, 
CBBEL has tremendous 
knowledge of Wilmette’s 
storm sewer model and 
provided an option in their 
proposal to expand flood 
relief to underserved 
neighborhoods. This will 
be reviewed in detail 
during the preliminary 
engineering phase.

Preliminary engineering is 
underway. The project 
team held its first meeting 
with the Park District, 

survey work began August 20, and a detailed project analysis 
and optimization is underway to ensure that the Neighborhood 
Storage project benefits are as inclusive as possible.

To learn more about the Stormwater Improvement Project go to 
wilmettestormwater.com.

Leaf Collection Begins October 15
The Village’s popular Leaf Collection Program will begin on 
October 15 and run through December 7, weather permitting. 
Residents who live on residential side streets are asked to rake 
leaves to the curb. Please avoid raking leaves onto the street 
until two days prior to your scheduled collection day to prevent 
the clogging of storm drains. Residents who live on arterial 
streets (Lake Avenue, Wilmette Avenue, Sheridan Road, Green 
Bay Road, Ridge Road, Skokie Boulevard, and Hibbard Road) 
should place leaves on the parkway behind the curb, not in the 
street, due to heavy traffic. 

Leaves must be in a loose condition, not in bags or containers, 
for collection. Leaves should be piled directly in front of 
your home, taking care not to block access to driveways and 
fire hydrants. 

Street parking will be prohibited on scheduled leaf collection 
days. “No-Parking” signs will be posted on each block with 
applicable collection dates. Leaf piles blocked by vehicles will be 
skipped, and the vehicle will be ticketed. Success of the leaf 
program relies on residents’ understanding and support of 
parking restrictions.

The 2018 collection schedule is published on page 6 as well 
as on the Village website, wilmette.com. If you have any 
questions regarding the leaf collection program, contact the 
Engineering & Public Works Department at 847-853-7500 or 
pubworks@wilmette.com.
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Sign up to receive weekly email updates
straight to your inbox. Visit wilmette.com and click 

on “Village Mailing List” to register. 

Did you know the Village of Wilmette is on 
Facebook and Twitter? Follow us at @VofWilmette 

for updates and reminders about the Village.

Follow us on Twitter @VofWilmette
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This past summer, the 
Village’s downtown area 
remained a vibrant place 
with crowded restaurants, 
special events, and new 
businesses. The 3rd year of 
the Summer Concert Series 
on the front lawn of Village 
Hall continued to be a 
tremendous success, and 
we look forward to seeing 
what next year will bring.

Village government is, at its core, a service organization that 
exists to provide critical municipal services to its residents, 
business owners, and visitors. The Village Staff is always 
looking for ways to improve service levels in an efficient 
manner and to upgrade Wilmette’s municipal infrastructure in 
cost effective ways. These are key elements of keeping 
Wilmette a great place to live and do business. Below, I 
highlight two recent Village government initiatives which will 
contribute to the quality of life in our community.

Wilmettonomics
Economic development has been one of the Village’s focuses 
since coming out of the Great Recession. While we continue 
to see new businesses open and existing ones prosper, the 
Village, in partnership with the Chamber of Commerce and 
marketing professionals who live in our community, has 
launched a grassroots marketing campaign aimed at 
supporting local businesses called Wilmettonomics.

What is Wilmettonomics? It’s 
the 2% return on every dollar 
you spend locally that gets put 
back into the Village and helps 
keep Wilmette a special place. 
From keeping us safe with our 
exceptional Fire and Police 
Departments, to services like 
trash and recycling removal, to 
special events like our holiday 
lights and seasonal concerts. 
Each year, $5.9 million of local 
spending dollars come right 
back into our community. 
Without it, we would not be able 
to fund street improvements, 
tree plantings, snow plowing, and much more without 
additional tax increases. Think of it this way: If you spend 
$250 a month at Wilmette businesses - which could include 
dinner out, birthday presents, pet supplies and a daily coffee - 
that's $3,000 a year. Approximately $60 of that spending 
comes back to Wilmette. If 9,400 households spend this 
amount, it puts more than $550,000 back into our community. 

To put this into perspective, $550,000 is the amount we spend 
each year on our annual alley maintenance program.

It’s important for residents to understand that when the State of 
Illinois collects sales or use tax on purchases made online, it 
distributes those taxes differently so Wilmette does not benefit 
directly from purchases made by its residents.

But, shopping locally adds up and makes a real difference! That’s 
Wilmettonomics.

Thousands of volunteer hours have been spent on this project by 
people who are passionate about seeing Wilmette continue to 
thrive, and we are excited to see these efforts come to life. I 
would like to personally thank everyone involved in making this 
campaign possible and encourage everyone to support our 
local businesses.

Grant-Funded Infrastructure 
Projects
The Village continues to invest in its municipal infrastructure, and 
over the past several years, the Village has increased funding for 
roads, sidewalks, alleys, and sewers. You can read more about 
the upcoming sewer improvement project on page one in this 
issue of The Communicator.

Importantly, the Village has worked hard to leverage county, state 
and federal grant dollars to fund some of these critical 
infrastructure improvements. As a result of these efforts, there are 
significant projects underway which are funded with more than $7 
million in grants, instead of resident tax dollars.

The Locust Road project, which will begin in the spring, consists 
of a full road reconstruction including utility work and pedestrian 
safety and traffic calming improvements, such as widened 
sidewalks and curb bump-outs. The project limits run from 
Lake Avenue to Wilmette Avenue allowing students attending 
Wilmette Junior High School and Regina Dominican High School 
safer journeys to school. This project is expected to be completed 
early in 2020.

The Village is also preparing for the Central Avenue 
Reconstruction Project scheduled for 2020. The project includes 
pedestrian improvements at 11th Street and 8th Street, near 
Central Elementary School and downtown. The construction will 
be an opportunity to install needed upgrades while protecting 
trees and maintaining historic lighting that lends character to the 
area. It is still not too late to register your comments regarding the 
streetscape. Page three includes more information on the 
streetscape and a survey which you can complete.

Finally, I’d like to wish you and your family a happy and healthy last 
few months of the year. Please be sure to enjoy the many exciting 
events taking place in Wilmette this holiday season including the 
Chamber of Commerce’s Fall Fest and Pumpkin Walk, Holiday 
Open House, and the Annual Tree Lighting ceremony.
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EVERY DOLLAR
YOU SPEND

LOCALLY
ADDS UP TO

A BETTER
WILMETTE 

THAT’S WILMETTONOMICS
••• IT PAYS TO SHOP LOCALLY •••

#WILMETTONOMICS

The Village Board, the Village Staff, and I value your 
thoughts and ideas on ways to improve the quality of life in 
Wilmette. Thank you to all of you who help make our Village 
a great place to live, work, raise a family, and retire.

As we enter the holiday season, please remember to 
patronize our restaurants, retail shops, entertainment 
venues, and service establishments throughout the Village. A 
gift (or gift certificate) from a local business is a far more 
thoughtful gift than just another Amazon or iTunes gift card.

Plus, when you shop local, you’re supporting our community 
– it’s Wilmettonomics
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Community News  

Your creative ideas are wanted to help make Downtown 
Wilmette the best it can be! 

The Village was awarded nearly $1 million in funding 
through the Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program 
(ITEP) to construct streetscape improvements in Downtown 
Wilmette. Areas of focus include Wilmette and Central 
Avenues within the downtown area, Village Hall Green and 
Veterans Park. Streetscape enhancements may include 
lighting, sidewalks, roadways, plantings and site amenities. 

Ideas can be shared by taking the following actions:
� Visit wilmette.com and click on the Downtown 

Streetscape logo to learn about upcoming public 
meetings and events, view project documents and 
provide your input through a quick, five-question survey.

� Send comments by email to downtown@wilmette.com; and
� Stop by Village Hall to fill out a survey postcard and 

deposit it in the comments box at the counter.

We are excited about this project and an opportunity to 
enhance our vibrant downtown. Your voice matters – please 
get involved!

BOB BIELINSKI, VILLAGE PRESIDENT

The Village Board, the Village Staff, and I value your 
thoughts and ideas on ways to improve the quality of life in 
Wilmette. Thank you to all of you who help make our Village 
a great place to live, work, raise a family, and retire.

As we enter the holiday season, please remember to 
patronize our restaurants, retail shops, entertainment 
venues, and service establishments throughout the Village. A 
gift (or gift certificate) from a local business is a far more 
thoughtful gift than just another Amazon or iTunes gift card.

Plus, when you shop local, you’re supporting our community 
– it’s Wilmettonomics

Wilmette Fire Department
Open House
The Wilmette Fire Department and Sparky the Fire Dog would 
like to invite everyone to Fire Station #26 (1304 Lake Avenue) 
for the 2018 Open House on Saturday, October 13 from 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Stop by to view:

• Firefighters at work • Live extraction demonstration 
• Fire apparatus  • Special rescue equipment 

Kids can bring their favorite stuffed toy to the popular Teddy Bear 
Check-up and participate in activities like the Junior Firefighter 
obstacle course. Hope to see everyone at Fire Station #26 for 
the finale of Fire Prevention Week!

Become CPR/AED Certified
Learn how to effectively deliver CPR and how to correctly use an 
AED through Village of Wilmette CPR/AED certification program! 
The courses are taught by Wilmette firefighters certified by the 
American Heart Association using the American Heart 
Association Heartsaver instructional course. After completing this 
course you are issued an eCard through your email address. 

The next course will be offered on November 28 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Fire Station #26, 1304 Lake Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. To 
register contact the Wilmette Fire Department between 8:00 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. at least five business days prior to the class 
date. Visit wilmette.com for 2019 dates.

The cost per person for the course is $25 for Village of Wilmette 
residents or individuals employed within the Village of Wilmette. 
If a class is not full, nonresidents can sign up for a cost of $75. 
Payments can be made by cash or check at the beginning of the 
class or by credit card at Village Hall during regular business 

hours prior to the start of the class. A paid 
receipt will need to be presented to the 
instructor at the beginning of the class.

Local business owners interested in hosting a CPR class for 
employees are encouraged to contact the Wilmette Fire 
Department at 847-251-1101.

Preventing Burglaries - 
Lock Your Doors
1. Always make your home appear occupied. Park cars in 

the driveway (especially when you’re on vacation), and keep 
on lights at night, inside and outside. Have the TV or radio 
playing. Have mail and newspapers stopped or picked up. 
Arrange to have grass mowed or snow shoveled. 

2. Be over-zealous regarding locking up. If you’re outside or 
busy inside, keep your doors locked and garage door shut. 
Always lock the door from the garage into your house, too. 
Always take your vehicle’s key and lock your vehicle.

3. Never keep valuables in your car. Car doors and trunks 
don’t provide the security of a safe, even when locked. In 
particular, don’t leave behind electronics or personal 
information; these could be used to steal your identity.

The Wilmette Police Department appreciates residents who 
take these easy steps to keep crime rates low in our community. 



Wilmette Wine Walk
On Saturday, October 13 from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m., enjoy curated 
wine tastings and food pairings while supporting a great cause, 
Northern Suburban Special Recreation Association. Each 
donation includes a wine walk guide and keepsake wine glass, 
entry into wine tastings at participating businesses and special 
discounts. Live music by Van Houten from 8:00 - 10:00 p.m. at 
Rock House. The donation is $40 in advance, $50 at the door. 
Register at wilmettekenilworth.com. 

Linden Square Fall Fest & 
Pumpkin Walk
The Chamber and the Linden Square merchants are hosting a 
fest that will be enjoyed by folks of all ages. The Linden Square 
Fall Fest & Pumpkin Walk will take place on Saturday, October 
20 from 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. Kids are encouraged to come in 
costume for trick-or-treating and activities at local businesses. 
There will be a petting zoo from noon to 2:00 p.m. Other 
activities include a performance by Magic by Randy, balloon 
artist and face painting. Grown-ups can enjoy live music, dance 
performances, a beer garden and food. 

Holiday Open House
The merchants in Downtown Wilmette and Plaza del Lago will 
host their annual Holiday Open House on Thursday, 
November 30 from 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. Moms and Dads are 
invited out for a night of great shopping with lots of treats, 
special offers and entertainment.

Holiday Happenings
On Saturday, December 1, businesses from all over the village 
will be providing treats and activities for families all day. 
Watch for more information in the Village of Wilmette e-news 
and online.

Tree Lighting 
Ceremony with Visit 
from Santa
Serving as the “Holiday 
Happenings Grand Finale,” the 
Tree Lighting Ceremony will 
take place on Saturday, 
December 1 from 5:00 - 
6:00 p.m. on the Village 
Hall Green. Santa will pay 
a special visit to help light 
up the “big tree.” Santa 
will spend time after 
the tree-lighting to 

visit with kids and hear their holiday wishes. Kids are 
encouraged to bring an unwrapped toy for Toys for Tots 
(organized by the Wilmette Optimist Club). Kids who donate will 
be entered in a raffle to win a ride to school in a fire truck! The 
event will include additional surprises as well. 

For information all of these events, visit wilmettekenilworth.com 
or call 847-251-3800. Sign up for e-news on wilmette.com and 
follow the Village on social media for updates and reminders. 

Arts Awareness Month
In celebration of Arts Awareness Month, the Village of Wilmette 
Human Relations Commission presents a Community 
Photography Exhibit, 'Inspiring Journeys’, featuring 14 
Wilmette photographers at North Shore Community Bank, 
1145 Wilmette Avenue, during the month of October. 
Bank hours are Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; 
Saturday 8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Participating photographers:
Patricia Berg-Drazin, Jill Dunbar, Rich Fisher, George Hossfeld, 
Faye Jacobs, Patience Kramer, Beth Lambrecht, Rino 
Liberatore, Jan Loew, Jerry Loew, Peter Nussbaum, Laura 
Rodriguez, Ron Testa, and Pat Velasco.

Chamber of Commerce & Events
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Halloween
Trick or Treat Hours
and Safety
Halloween Trick or Treat hours are from 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, October 31. The Wilmette Police Department 
offers the following tips for a safe and spooky Halloween:

• Children should only go to homes where parents know 
the residents.

• Stay on the porch or front steps to receive treats.
• Children should cross the street at the intersection, not in 

the middle of the street or between parked cars.
• Adults should inspect all candy before it is eaten.
• Costumes should allow the child to see and hear perfectly. 

Little ghosts and goblins should be able to hear and 
see vehicles.

• Costumes should be bright colored or have glow 
in-the-dark patches so drivers can see the children. 
Flashlights and glow-sticks can help!

• Go with the kids! It’s safer for them.



Welcome to New Businesses
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Museum Events / New Businesses 

Exhibit Opening Reception
Beer Wars: “Wets” vs. “Drys” on the North Shore, 
Main Gallery
Sunday, October 28, 2018 • 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. • Free event
“Beer Wars” takes you back to the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries when east Wilmette was “dry” and Gross Point, the 
German-American farming village that extended from Ridge 
Road west to Locust, was about as “wet” as a town could be. 
Years before national Prohibition became law, the Temperance 
movement was taking notice of the beer gardens of Gross 
Point. How and why this movement succeeded, and what that 
success meant for this once-thriving village, is a story that has 
never been fully told until now. 

Lecture: Draining Chicago: 
Early Chicago & the North Shore
Sunday, November 4, 2018 • 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Free for members, $5 for non-members
Award-winning author Richard Lanyon will talk about the 
complicated, ever-changing story of draining Chicago and 
northern communities. Mr. Lanyon is the retired Executive 
Director of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District. His 

book, “Draining Chicago: The Early City and the North Area,” 
documents efforts to control flooding and water quality issues 
that have challenged the Chicago area since the flow of the 
Chicago River was turned away from Lake Michigan in 1900. 

Annual Meeting and Lecture: 
City of Booze Shoulders
Sunday, January 27, 2019 • 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Free program; Seating is limited; 
Call or email to reserve your seat. 
Chicago, that toddling - and tippling - town. Our world class 
metropolis has been a malt-loving mecca since its beginnings 
and, if it weren't for beer and booze, Chicago wouldn't be here. 
From foundation to fires and fairs, alcohol has played a pivotal 
role in the development and evolution of our city. Join historian 
Liz Garibay as she leads a conversation about how alcohol 
helped shape Chicago. This lecture is in conjunction with the 
Museum’s current exhibit “Beer Wars: ‘Wets’ vs. ‘Drys’ on the 
North Shore.”

For more information visit wilmettehistory.org or 
call 847-853-7666
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The Village welcomes its newest businesses and thanks them for choosing Wilmette. Participate in Wilmettonomics by visiting 
these and other Wilmette businesses this fall. By supporting our businesses and buying locally, your sales tax dollars are 
directed back into the community to pay for streetscape improvements, summer concerts and village services.

WILMETTE HISTORICAL MUSEUM, OCTOBER 2018 - JANUARY 2019

Wilmette Eye Care
1125 Greenleaf Avenue
wilmetteeyecare.com
Comprehensive eye care and 
eyewear for Chicago’s North Shore.
Wilmette Family Dental
New Location
3612 Lake Avenue
Lefty’s Pizza Kitchen
1156 Central Avenue
leftyspizzakitchen.com
Home of the caramelized crust.

@properties
Coming Soon
1100 Central Avenue
New north shore residential 
brokerage office.
Renew Sleep Center
124 ½ Skokie Boulevard
renewsleep.com
On a mission for healthy sleep.
Secure Futures
411 Linden Avenue
Charlie Ieuter.

OsteoStrong
Coming Soon
126 Skokie Boulevard
A unique system for developing 
your skeletal strength.
Bella Cosa Jewelers
Coming Soon
1149 Wilmette Avenue
bellacosajewelers.com



Leaf & Waste Collection
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PLEASE NOTE: During a two-day collection period, only one 
collection is made for each street and will occur on either the first or 

second day of scheduled collection. Residents must have their leaves 
raked out no later than 7:00 a.m. on the first scheduled collection day.OCTOBER

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 ZONE 5 ZONE 4 ZONE 3 ZONE 2 ZONE 1
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 ZONE 5 ZONE 5 ZONE 4 ZONE 4 ZONE 3
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
 ZONE 3 ZONE 2 ZONE 2 ZONE 1 ZONE 1

NOVEMBER

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
 ZONE 5 ZONE 5 ZONE 4 ZONE 4 ZONE 3
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
 ZONE 3 ZONE 2 ZONE 2 ZONE 1 ZONE 1
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
 ZONE 5 ZONE 5 ZONE 4 HOLIDAY HOLIDAY
25 26 27 28 29 30 1
 ZONE 4 ZONE 3 ZONE 3 ZONE 2 ZONE 2

DECEMBER

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 ZONE 1 ZONE 1 ZONE 5 ZONE 4 & 3 ZONE 2 & 1

MON TUES WED THURS FRI SATSUN

Waste Collection and Recycling

Christmas Tree Collection
During the first two weeks in January, Advanced Disposal will 
collect Christmas trees for composting on Wednesdays. Please 
place your Christmas trees at the location of your regular 
recycling pickup. Residents with alley access should place trees 

in the alley to ensure timely collection. Only residents without 
alley access should place trees at the curb for collection. Trees 
must be free of any ornaments, tinsel, garland, and 
plastic/fabric bag wrap. Other holiday decorations, such as 
wreaths and garland, may be bagged with garbage and set out 
as refuse.
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Holiday Lights 
Recycling Program
The Village of Wilmette, in partnership with Elgin Recycling 
and the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County 
(SWANCC), will accept holiday lights for recycling from 
November 19, 2018 through January 31, 2019.

Holiday lights can be dropped off at the Wilmette Public 
Works Facility, located at 711 Laramie Avenue. The recycling 
boxes will be located in the visitor’s parking lot, accessible 
24-hours a day. 

The recycling program will accept holiday string lighting of all 
colors and lengths; includes:

• Mini-lights (or Italian lights) • C7 lights
• C9 lights • Rope lights
•  LED lights • Extension cords 

Please remove lights from packaging and plastic bags! 
Garland, live greens, and wreaths are not accepted with this 
program. These items should be disposed of through the 
regular solid waste program.

If you have any questions regarding the Holiday Lights 
Recycling Program, please contact the Engineering & 
Public Works Department at 847-853-7500 or 
pubworks@wilmette.com. 

Election Information
The Consolidated Election will be held Tuesday, April 
2, 2019. 

At the April 2, 2019 Consolidated Election, the Village of 
Wilmette will have four Village Board offices on the ballot:

• Village Trustee (4-year term) 
• Village Trustee (4-year term)
• Village Trustee (4-year term) 
• Village Trustee (2-year term)

Petitions for candidacy for these offices may be filed 
with the Village Clerk at the Wilmette Village Hall, 1200 
Wilmette Avenue starting at 8:30 a.m. on December 10, 
2018, and ending at 5:00 p.m. on December 17, 2018.  

The hours for filing petitions for candidacy with the 
Village Clerk are as follows:
• Monday, December 10 – Friday, December 14, 2018 

from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
• Monday, December 17, 2018 from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

The number of ballots cast in the April 4, 2017 Consolidated 
General Election was 5,486.

The Illinois State Board of Elections has prepared the 
Candidate’s Guide for 2019, to provide information for 
candidates seeking public office.  It provides information on 
the proper completion and filing of nomination papers and 
lists the qualifications required for candidates seeking 
specific offices. The Candidate’s Guide for 2019 is available 
through the Illinois State Board of Elections in Chicago by 
calling 312-814-6440 or through the agency’s website 
elections.il.gov.

Legal information contained on this notice is not binding. The 
Village of Wilmette recommends that all prospective 
candidates consult with competent legal counsel when 
preparing their nomination papers.

Early Voting
Illinois voters may vote early – before the November 6 
Gubernatorial Election – without needing a reason or excuse 
to do so.  Registered voters can vote early from October 22 
through November 5.  The times and locations will be 
determined by the Cook County Clerk and posted on their 
website cookcountyclerk.com.

By law, individuals who vote early must display a 
government-issued photo identification (driver’s license, 
state identification card or passport) before receiving a ballot. 

Any registered suburban Cook County voter may request a 
mail ballot using the Cook County Clerk’s online application 
found on their website, cookcountyclerk.com.

Winter Safety & Election Day

Winter Heating Safety
As temperatures fall, the Wilmette Fire Department would like to 
share some winter safety tips from NFPA (National Fire 
Protection Association).

• Half of all home heating fires occur from December through 
February.

• Heating equipment is involved in one in every seven home 
fires and one in every five home deaths.

• Keep anything that can burn at least three feet from any heat 
source.

• Keep portable generators outside, away from windows, and as 
far away as possible from your home.

• Install and test carbon monoxide alarms at least once a month.
• Have a qualified professional clean and inspect your chimney 

and vents every year.
• Store cooled ashes in a tightly covered metal container, and 

keep the ash container outside at least 10 feet from your 
home.

• Plug only one heat-producing appliance (such as a space 
heater) into an electrical outlet at a time.

If you have any questions regarding winter heating safety, 
please don’t hesitate to contact the Wilmette Fire Department at 
847-251-1101.



Stormwater Improvement Project
Following five years of study, and an intensive public education 
campaign, the Wilmette Board of Trustees voted on April 17, 
2018 to pursue a stormwater improvement project to address 
flooding issues for residents who live west of Ridge Road. 
Ultimately, the majority of the Board of Trustees voted to 
proceed with Neighborhood Storage improvements at an 
estimated cost between $48-55 million.

The Village is working cooperatively with the Wilmette Park 
District, as well as the schools and other units of government 
whose assistance will be needed to complete this project, in 
order to ensure the underground storage improvements are 
implemented in a timely manner and in a way that maintains 
the character and quality of any affected parks or other 
public property.

To meet this goal the Village issued a Request for Proposals and 
received responses from seven firms, several of which teamed 
together because of the size of the project. After careful review 
of the proposals, staff interviewed three firms. The team of 
Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. (CBBEL) and Baxter and 
Woodman was selected based on their relevant experience, 
knowledge of the system, comprehensive scope of work and 
competitive fee.

CBBEL was the project 
manager during the 
initial hydraulic study. As 
its original developer, 
CBBEL has tremendous 
knowledge of Wilmette’s 
storm sewer model and 
provided an option in their 
proposal to expand flood 
relief to underserved 
neighborhoods. This will 
be reviewed in detail 
during the preliminary 
engineering phase.

Preliminary engineering is 
underway. The project 
team held its first meeting 
with the Park District, 

survey work began August 20, and a detailed project analysis 
and optimization is underway to ensure that the Neighborhood 
Storage project benefits are as inclusive as possible.

To learn more about the Stormwater Improvement Project go to 
wilmettestormwater.com.

Leaf Collection Begins October 15
The Village’s popular Leaf Collection Program will begin on 
October 15 and run through December 7, weather permitting. 
Residents who live on residential side streets are asked to rake 
leaves to the curb. Please avoid raking leaves onto the street 
until two days prior to your scheduled collection day to prevent 
the clogging of storm drains. Residents who live on arterial 
streets (Lake Avenue, Wilmette Avenue, Sheridan Road, Green 
Bay Road, Ridge Road, Skokie Boulevard, and Hibbard Road) 
should place leaves on the parkway behind the curb, not in the 
street, due to heavy traffic. 

Leaves must be in a loose condition, not in bags or containers, 
for collection. Leaves should be piled directly in front of 
your home, taking care not to block access to driveways and 
fire hydrants. 

Street parking will be prohibited on scheduled leaf collection 
days. “No-Parking” signs will be posted on each block with 
applicable collection dates. Leaf piles blocked by vehicles will be 
skipped, and the vehicle will be ticketed. Success of the leaf 
program relies on residents’ understanding and support of 
parking restrictions.

The 2018 collection schedule is published on page 6 as well 
as on the Village website, wilmette.com. If you have any 
questions regarding the leaf collection program, contact the 
Engineering & Public Works Department at 847-853-7500 or 
pubworks@wilmette.com.
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Sign up to receive weekly email updates
straight to your inbox. Visit wilmette.com and click 

on “Village Mailing List” to register. 

Did you know the Village of Wilmette is on 
Facebook and Twitter? Follow us at @VofWilmette 

for updates and reminders about the Village.

Follow us on Twitter @VofWilmette


