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The Village of Wilmette Newsletter

2021 Election Results

Summer Events are BACK!

As a result of the April
6th Consolidated
Election, changes
have occurred on
the Village Board.
Senta Plunkett, who
has served as Village Trustee since
2015, was elected Village President.
President Plunkett was sworn in
on May 11th and takes over for
Bob Bielinski, whose term expired.
Kathy Dodd was re-elected as
Village Trustee along with two new
members of the Board, Kate Gjaja
and Justin Shepherd. Trustee Peter
Barrow was appointed at the May
11th meeting to fill the unexpired
two-year term of President Plunkett.
All elected officials serve four-year
terms and are limited to two terms
per office. Contact information for
Village Board members are on the
back page of the Communicator.

Many summer events are back this year - check
with the Village and community partners for
upcoming events. It’s a great time to get out and
enjoy all that Wilmette has to offer!
Village of Wilmette: https://www.wilmette.com
Wilmette Historical Museum: https://www.wilmettehistory.org/
Wilmette Public Library: https://www.wilmettelibrary.info/
Wilmette Park District: https://www.wilmettepark.org/
Wilmette-Kenilworth Chamber of Commerce: https://www.wilmettekenilworth.com

Illinois Phase 5
On June 11th, the State of Illinois moved to a full reopening, also known
as Phase 5, the final phase of the Restore Illinois COVID-19 plan. The
state has eliminated all capacity limits on businesses, large-scale events,
conventions, amusement parks, and all other venues. Mask requirements
for vaccinated and non-vaccinated
individuals align with CDC and IDPH
guidance. For more detail on what
these guidelines mean for you,
please visit the Village website,
www.wilmette.com.

wilmette.com

Message from the Village President
I wish to express my gratitude to all
our past Village Presidents, Village
Trustees, and Board and Commission
Members for helping to shape the
community in which we live. I would
especially like to thank former Village
President Bob Bielinski for his devoted
service and leadership over the past
eight years. Our Village is a special
place to live because our residents
possess an enthusiasm for public
service and prioritize giving back to
the community by sharing their time
and talents with others.
Next year, Wilmette will celebrate its
150th Birthday. As we prepare for
this milestone, and all the wonderful
festivities that will accompany it, it is a
great time to reflect on what we have
accomplished thus far as a Village and
set forth our priorities for the future.
In planning for our future, we must
do so from a solid foundation,
which is why the Village continues
to invest in critical infrastructure.
The Neighborhood Storage Project
has passed the halfway point, and
upon completion will provide flood
protection to 98 percent of homes
west of Ridge Road. Phase 1, began
in 2020, and now finished, consists of
storm sewers and a large detention
vault under the Community Playfield.
Phase 2 of the project is currently
underway at Hibbard Park, and Phase 3
is slated to start in 2022 at Thornwood
Park. Another essential component of
our infrastructure is our Water Plant
and our water distribution system. It
is a priority to ensure that our water
system, which serves over 150,000
customers, provides safe and reliable
water.
I am sure that you have noticed
the recent enhancements to our
Village Center. I am thrilled about
the revitalization of the downtown
through the Downtown Streetscape
project, which will be completed this
summer. This project will showcase
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a new and improved central business
district with updates to street lighting,
sidewalks, roadways, benches,
plantings, and other amenities that
will draw even more patrons to the
Village Center and help to retain
and attract businesses. The updated
downtown will include vibrant
community gathering spaces, showcase
the Village’s local businesses, and offer
enhanced outdoor dining areas that
will cement Wilmette as a premiere
dining destination.
As we determine our course forward,
Wilmette should be welcoming and
accessible to everyone and provide
a broad range of opportunities for
current and future residents. As
a community we strive to foster
diversity and our ongoing efforts
with the revitalized Human Relations
and Housing Commissions will
help us work toward that goal. I
look forward to the community
engagement sessions in the coming
months that will be facilitated by
our Human Relations Commission. I
am also excited to have our Housing
Commission take on a larger role as
the Village works to develop a Housing
Needs Assessment and looks for future
affordable housing opportunities in
Wilmette.
Another integral component of the
Village’s future is sustainability. We
must take the lead to implement green
initiatives that will enhance our quality
of life and provide for our future.
The Village Board in conjunction
with the Environmental and Energy
Commission will soon finalize the
Village’s Sustainability Plan, which
will guide future environmental
efforts. The Village will continue to
build on its past efforts which have
included the purchase of hybrid police
cars, installation of a green roof at
the water plant, the use of green
electricity for Village facilities such as
our water plant, curb-side composting
and the addition of native plantings

Village President Senta Plunkett
throughout the community, such as
the Edens Plaza Pollinator Corridor.
I look forward to working closely
with the Environmental and Energy
Commission and the wealth of experts
in our community to help create a
sustainable Wilmette.
While the pandemic tested all of us in
ways we never could have imagined,
we have emerged as a more resilient
community. The strength that we built
as neighbors will continue to define
us for many years to come. I want to
thank all those that lent a helping
hand to their neighbors, especially
those that participated in the
Community Caretakers Program, which
assisted at-risk residents with getting
essential items, scheduling vaccine
appointments, and providing someone
to talk to during these unprecedented
times. During the pandemic the Village
was able to continue to deliver a
high-level of service through a variety
of ways that included: providing
financial assistance to businesses
and residents; seamlessly shifting to
remote operations; communicating the
latest updates about the pandemic;
and working diligently to provide
vaccinations to the community. The
Village helped coordinate and support
over 28 vaccination clinics, which fully
inoculated almost 11,000 people.

President’s Message (continued from previous page)
I am thankful for the opportunity to
serve the community and to work with
all the wonderful residents in our
Village. I am privileged to serve with
this fantastic Village Board. These
individuals have worked hard and
have dedicated themselves to make
Wilmette a better place for all of us. I
want to thank former Village Trustee
Joel Kurzman for his thoughtful service
to our community, and welcome new
Trustees Justin Sheperd and Kate
Gjaja. I am grateful for the support of
a talented and committed Village staff,
with whom I will continue to enjoy
working with.

Lastly, I could not do any of this
without my family and I would like
to thank them for their support and
love as we endeavor into this future
together.

Follow the Village!

I am honored to be able to serve the
community I love as Village President.
I look forward to the coming years
and the opportunity to learn from
and build on our past to ensure that
Wilmette continues to be a great place
to call home.

Want to know the latest on summer
events in Wilmette? Curious
about what’s going on with the
stormwater project? Sign up for the
Village’s weekly E-News and follow
the Village on Twitter, Facebook and
Nextdoor for regular updates on
happenings around Wilmette!

Senta Plunkett
Village President

wilmette.com/connect

Director of Engineering and Public Works Named
Public Works Leader of the Year
Director of Engineering and Public Works for
the Village of Wilmette Brigitte Berger-Raish
has been named to the American Public Works
Association (APWA) 2021 Top Ten Public Works
Leaders of the Year.
In its 62nd year, this award is one of APWA’s
highest honors, and is based on a lifetime of
professional contributions. Recipients of the
awards are chosen by past Top Ten recipients and embody professionalism,
expertise, and personal dedication to improving the quality of life in
their communities through the advancement of public works services and
technology.
Brigitte has been with the Village since 2001. Through Brigitte’s leadership,
the Engineering and Public Works Department strives to provide excellent
service to the residents of Wilmette by setting a high professional bar and
continually challenging the “business as usual” culture.
Brigitte has taken steps to improve the resiliency of the Department
through better communication, divisional cross-training and peer
mentoring. She is most proud of her efforts to develop a cohesive team of
professionals, including providing opportunities for the next generation of
public works leaders to demonstrate their management and technical skills
through a Crew Leader-in-Charge program.

Welcome Fire Chief
Brian Lambel
Chief Brian Lambel has been
appointed to serve as the Village’s
next Fire Chief. Chief Lambel
previously served as Fire Chief for
the Village of Mount Prospect, a
position he had held since 2015.
With 31 years of experience in
the fire service, a Master of Public
Administration in Strategic Public
Management and Leadership, and
Executive Fire Chief Officer II
certification from the International
Association of Fire Chiefs, he is
well-prepared to be our next Chief.
Brian also serves as an Illinois Fire
Chiefs Association Director and
as a member of the Association’s
Diversity and Inclusion Committee.
Chief Lambel began his role as
Wilmette’s Fire Chief in May.

During her 20-year tenure with the Village of Wilmette, Brigitte has also
led several teams that planned, designed and managed the construction
of several major projects including the reconstruction of Sheridan Road,
and the West Park Sanitary Reservoir and Pump Station. She is currently
overseeing the $66 million Neighborhood Storage Project and the Central
Avenue and Downtown Streetscape Project. She has secured millions of
dollars of grants on behalf of the Village and looks forward to working
with the elected officials to implement the Village’s Master Bike and Active
Transportation Plan.
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Block Parties
Planning a block party? Block parties
are a very popular event in Wilmette.
However, before you block off your
street you must obtain a permit (no
charge) from the Police Department.
Streets may only be blocked on
Saturday, Sunday and legal holidays,
during day-light hours. All objects
within the streets must be removed
at dusk. For more information, and to
apply for a block party permit, go to
the Village’s website Block Party page,
www.wilmette.com/permits/blockparty-permits.

JUNE
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Bike Safety
In the summer, there are many persons that will take advantage of the opportunity
to bike to their destinations. The Wilmette Police Department recommends the
NHTSA Smart Routes to Bicycle Safety.
1. Protect Your Head Wear a Helmet. Make sure to do the Eyes Ears Mouth
Test to ensure your helmet fits correctly.
2. Assure Bicycle Readiness. Make sure your bicycle is adjusted properly.
3. Stop It. Always check brakes before riding. Do the ABC Quick Check to
make sure your bike is in good working condition.
4. See and Be Seen. Wear clothes that make you more visible.
5. Avoid Biking at Night. Most bicycles are equipped for daylight use
and need to be adapted for nighttime use.
6. Stay Alert. Always keep a lookout for obstacles in your path.
7. Go With The Flow. The safe way is the Right Way – ride on the
right side in a straight, predictable path.
8. Check for Traffic. Always be aware of the traffic around you.
9. Learn Rules of the Road. Obey the Bicycle Rules of the Road.
10. Don’t Flip Over Your Bicycle. Wheels should be securely
fastened.

Village Hall
Reopening
Normal Hours

JUL

New Businesses
The Village welcomes its newest businesses and thanks them for choosing
Wilmette. Please remember to visit these and other Wilmette businesses
while shopping this summer. Did you know that 2 percent of almost every
dollar you spend at Wilmette retailers goes directly back to the community?
By supporting our businesses and buying locally, your sales tax dollars help
pay for things like streetscape improvements, summer concerts and village
services.
• Koya
1116 Central Ave.
www.koya-sushi.com/
Healthy Japanese Bento & Bowl

• Rosati’s Pizza
1515 Sheridan Road
www.myrosatis.com/wilmette
Coming Soon

• Heroines & Heroes
1129 Central Ave.
www.hhwilmette.com
Comics, graphic novels, and tabletop
games for all ages

• The Pit & Tap
1168 Wilmette Ave.
www.pitandtap.com
Coming Soon

• Optimum Fitness Formula
123 Green Bay Road
Group and personal training
Coming Soon
• Clucker’s Chicken
1515 Sheridan Road
www.cluckerscharcoalchicken.com
Charcoal chicken
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• Stride
1515 Sheridan Road
www.runwithstride.com/location/wilmette
Indoor running and walking classes
• Central Station Coffee & Tea
1150 Central Ave.
www.centralstationcoffee.com
• Krystal’s Body Shop
1225 Green Bay Road
www.krystalsbodyshop.com
Personal and small group fitness training

4

Independence
Day

Sidewalk Sale/Summer
Sizzle - July 16 & 17
The event will include merchants
and vendors on the sidewalks
of downtown Wilmette, plus
entertainment, including
background music, a roving juggler,
air brush tattoos, and balloon artist.

Spend, Gift and Support
Wilmette Businesses
The Wilmette/
Kenilworth Chamber
of Commerce and
the Village of
Wilmette are proud to
announce the new Shop Wilmette
Gift Card, a community-based digital
gift card that makes it fun and
easy to spend local. Purchase Shop
Wilmette Gift Cards to use at any
of the participating shops in town.
For more information visit www.
wilmettekenilworth.com.

Wilmette Recognized as Tree City USA
For the 37th consecutive year, the Village of Wilmette is proud to be
recognized by the Arbor Day Foundation as a “Tree City USA” community!
This recognition is thanks to our dedicated Public Works Forestry Division
and the support of our residents through our Cooperative Tree Planting
Program, which maximizes the number of trees planted annually and
helps keep our community green!
Plant a Tree this Fall!
The Village’s Cooperative Tree Planting Program is a cost-share program in
which residents can select the species and size of the tree to be planted.

Need a Toter Upgrade?
You may find your recycling toter is
filling up more quickly these days
with cardboard boxes from online
purchases. If you have a medium-size
recycling toter, consider upgrading
to a larger size for free! Contact
Public Works at 847-853-7500 or
pubworks@wilmette.com. You can
also rent an additional recycling
toter for a small annual fee.

Applications will be available in August at Village Hall or on the Village’s
website (wilmette.com/engineering-public-works/forestry/tree-planting).
Applications are due by Sept. 13. There are a limited number of trees,
therefore applications will be considered in the order they are received.
Contact the Forestry Division at 847-853-7587 or email forestry@
wilmette.com with questions.

SEPT
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Labor
Day

Gas Leaf Blower Ban
in Effect
To reduce noise and air pollution,
homeowners and residential
landscapers are prohibited from
using gas leaf blowers from May
15 through Sept. 30. Commercial
landscapers are also notified of the
Village Ordinance; if your landscaper
is violating this ordinance, please
remind them or speak to the
company owner. Please be a good
neighbor and help prevent pollution.
The Village will enforce violations.

SEPT

13

Tree
Planting
Application
Due

Neighborhood Storage Project Over Half Way Complete
The Village is pleased to announce that the second of three underground
stormwater storage vaults associated with the Neighborhood Storage
Project has been completed. The first vault under Community Playfield was
completed last July and this June the vault under Hibbard Park was installed.
The contractor is still working on installing the new storm sewers that will
improve drainage in the neighborhoods and convey water to the new vaults.
In addition to monitoring the construction,
Village staff and the consulting team are
working hard to develop design plans for
the third and final phase of the project
at Thornwood Park. When completed in
2022, the Neighborhood Storage Project
will be the largest capital infrastructure
investment in Wilmette and protect 98
percent of homes west of Ridge Road from
structure flooding during a ten-year rain
storm. For more details about the project,
visit https://www.wsnsp.com/.

Storm Sewer Installation Hibbard Park
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Green Your Lawn Care
Urban and suburban communities
like ours can and need to be vibrant
parts of natural systems. Making your
yard a more friendly environment
for plant, insect, bird and animal life
may improve your health too. Being
in nature, research shows, reduces
stress, improves healing and helps
with immune system functioning. To
make your space a part of the local
ecosystem, start with your plants.
Plants native to this area are the
foundation of our ecosystem and can
easily be added to your landscaping.
Native plants and shrubs require
less watering than exotics and grass
and do not need to be fertilized.
They have deep root systems, which
helps conserve water and improve
water quality. Native plants attract
and support native insects, birds,
butterflies and bees. Find more
gardening guidelines at https://
gogreenwilmette.org/landscaping/.

Sign Up for Smart911
and Wilmette Alerts
You can help Wilmette’s first
responders by signing up for
Smart911, a free service that provides
911 operators with critical medical
and household information needed
during an emergency. The Village
will also use this system to send
emergency notifications. To register,
visit the Village’s website at wilmette.
com/police/smart-911-and-alerts
or download the Smart911 app on
your device. Create a Safety Profile
for yourself and your household. Your
information will be kept confidential
and only accessible when you dial
911.

Annual Water Quality
Report Now Available
Please go to wilmette.com/watermanagement/water-quality-reports
to view the 2020 Annual Water
Quality Report and learn more about
your drinking water. This report
contains important information
about the source and quality of your
drinking water during 2020, and
that the drinking water supplied
by the Wilmette Water Plant meets
or surpasses all federal and state
drinking water standards. If you would
like a paper copy of the report mailed
to your home, call 847-853-7532.

June – September 2021

For more information, visit wilmettehistory.org or
call 847-853-7666.
Audio Tour
Wilmette Local Legends
Free; Play on your phone from Museum
website
This two-part, self-guided audio tour
will bring you outside the homes of
some of Wilmette’s notables starting
with film star Ann-Margret and ending
with world-famous chef Charlie Trotter.
At each stop, you will learn a bit about
a local celebrity’s life in Wilmette. Enjoy
the tour by car or bicycle or, if you are
ambitious, on foot.
Family Event
Wilmette History Mystery, Vol. 2
Complete at your own pace from June 19
– August 12, 2021
Free event for kids aged 13 and younger.
Follow the trail of clues around the
Village to solve this summer’s history
mystery! Pick up a new volume at the
Museum entrance, the Youth Services
Department at the Wilmette Public
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Library or download from our website.
Successful sleuths receive a coupon
for a free individual pizza (generously
donated by Lou Malnati’s) and are
entered in a raffle for a prize from the
museum gift shop!
Special Event
Historic Garden Walk
Sunday, July 25, 2021
1:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Advance tickets start at $35
Designed to keep our community safe
during the pandemic, this fun, alloutdoor event replaces the Society’s
33rd annual spring housewalk. The
walk will share the stories of five lovely
Wilmette gardens, along with the
histories of the adjoining homes, past
owners and surrounding neighborhoods.
Proceeds benefit the operating budget
and special projects of the Museum.
Discounted advance tickets can be
purchased from June 1st to July 17th

on the Museum website, by calling the
Museum, or by making an appointment
to stop by.
Annual Event
Auto Historica XVII Vintage Car Parade
Sunday, September 12, 2021
Starts 1:30 p.m. at 4th & Linden
Free
Auto Historica is remixed again this
year as a vintage car parade through
Wilmette of spectacular cars from many
eras and auto makers. Mask up, socially
distance, line the streets and cheer them
on! A map of the parade route will be
posted on the Museum website several
days before the event. This event is
free thanks to the generous support of
members, donors and event sponsor
Wilmette Auto Body.

Summer Construction is Underway

The Village is investing $3.7 million in roadway infrastructure this year to
rebuild and maintain roads, alleys and sidewalks.
• Road Program – Resurfacing 1.5 miles. The program consists of street resurfacing
and intermittent repairs to damaged concrete curbs, sidewalk, and utility
structures located in the public Right-of-Way
• Brick Renovation - Relay bricks on 14th Street (300 block)
• Alley Program - Reconstruction of four alleys. The scope of work consists of
removing the existing pavement section and pouring concrete over a new stone
base.
• Brick Street Reconstruction - Rehabilitate Forest Avenue (800 block) with original
brick pavers. The scope of work consists of removing and relaying the brick
pavers over a new stone base.
• Pavement Maintenance Program - Includes Pavement Rejuvenation, Crack
Sealing, and Asphalt Patching
For more information on these projects, go to https://www.wilmette.com/
CapitalProjects.

Central Avenue and Downtown Streetscape Project Near Finish Line

The reconstruction of Central Avenue began in August 2020 and is close to
completion. The downtown streetscape portion of the work will wrap up at
the end of June and the residential section from 11th Street to Sheridan Road
will be substantially complete in September. If you haven’t recently visited
the downtown, now is a great time to see the new and improved Village Green
and Veteran’s Park. The newly renovated downtown includes updated onstreet parking, street lighting, hanging baskets and trees and new features like
decorative lighting, wayfinding signs, seating and plantings. A very special thank
you to the downtown businesses for their patience during construction. Visit
wilmettestreetscape.com to learn more about this project.

Housing Our Own
Jeep Raffle
Housing Our
Own, an
organization
that supports
the lives of
Wilmette’s Seniors and Individuals
with Diabilities, is holding a raffle
for a chance to win a 2021 Jeep
Wrangler Sport. Tickets are $100
each, proceeds benefit low income
Wilmette seniors and individuals
with disabilities. To purchase tickets
and for complete rules visit www.
housingwilmette.org.

Compost Your Food Scraps
Egg shells, coffee
grounds and
vegetable waste can
now be placed in your
yard waste toter (but
NOT in paper lawn
bags). Composting
creates nutrient-rich soil and
reduces greenhouse gas emissions in
landfills caused by rotting food.
Since the Village’s composting
program began last year, over 800
residents have already signed up!
To request a free yard waste toter to
help keep Wilmette “green,” contact
Public Works at 847-853-7500 or
compost@wilmette.com.

Wilmette’s 150th
Celebration in 2022
2022 will mark the 150th
anniversary of the incorporation of
the Village of Wilmette. This is an
important milestone that the village
will be celebrating. The goals of the
celebration will be to promote unity
and community spirit and honor the
village’s history. Visit the celebration
website to sign up for email notices,
keep track of events, and learn about
Wilmette’s history - http://www.
wilmette150.com.

For more information and a list
of compostable food scraps, visit
wilmette.com/engineering-publicworks.
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Connect with Us

Village Board		

President
Senta Plunkett plunketts@wilmette.com
Trustees

Peter Barrow
Kathy Dodd
Gina Kennedy
Justin Sheperd
Kate Gjaja
Dan Sullivan

1200 Wilmette Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091

barrowp@wilmette.com
doddk@wilmette.com
kennedyg@wilmette.com
sheperdj@wilmette.com
gjajak@wilmette.com
sullivand@wilmette.com

Local Postal Customer
Wilmette, IL 60091

Business hours:
Monday – Friday
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Village Hall Closed

Village Board Meetings
7:30 p.m. Village Hall
January 12, 26
February 9, 23
March 9, 23

April 13, 27 July 13, 27
October 12, 26
May 11, 25 August 24
November 9, 23
June 8, 22
September 14, 28 December 14, 28

Fire/Police Emergency

911

Fire Department		

fire@wilmette.com		

847-251-1101

Museum		

museum@wilmette.com

847-853-7666

Police Department		

police@wilmette.com

847-256-1200

Public Works Department

pubworks@wilmette.com

Other

General 			847-853-7500
After Hours Emergency

847-256-1200

Water Management			847-853-7535
Village Hall				847-251-2700
Community Development

847-853-7550

Engineering			847-853-7660
Finance			847-853-7609
Clerk				847-853-7511
Village Manager		
Michael Braiman
braimanm@wilmette.com 847-853-7506
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New Year’s Day
Memorial Day
Independence Day
Labor Day
Thanksgiving
Day after Thanksgiving
Christmas Day

Library				
847-256-5025
Park District				
847-256-6100
New Trier Township
847-446-8202
Advanced Disposal Services
847-272-4145
AT&T				
800-244-4444
Comcast				
866-594-1234
Commonwealth Edison		
888-334-7661
Nicor Gas				
888-642-6748

