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Beginning in August of 2018, the community came together at the Music 
on the Green event to kick off the downtown streetscape planning efforts. 
You shared your ideas and insights about what makes Downtown tick 
and what can be done to make it even better. After two years of planning, 
and two construction seasons, construction is now complete! The Village 
extends our heartfelt thanks to the businesses, residents, community, 
staff and construction team for your patience and grace as we navigated 
the ups and downs of construction within a busy downtown during an 
unprecedented time. The project’s completion was celebrated with a 
downtown re-opening event, Party Scene on the Green in August.

Downtown Streetscape Project Completed
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Have properties that have been 
proved to boost immune system 

Used as an astringent, 
to heal wounds

Important for sustaining 
populations of pollinators like 

bumblebees and butter�ies

Recognized as 1 of only 10% of 
�owering plants that has blue 

blooms

Considered pioneer plants, one of 
the �rst plants to grow after a �re 

or natural disaster

Each spike is composed of many 
small �owers, prized characteristic 

by pollinators
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Message from the Village President
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Village President Senta Plunkett

Happy Fall! I hope you are all enjoying 
this beautiful time of the year. I would 
like to begin by highlighting just a 
few of the tremendous improvements 
Wilmette has recently made to our 
infrastructure.

In August, we celebrated the 
completion of the Central Avenue and 
Downtown Streetscape Project with 
a ribbon cutting on the Village Green. 
Public engagement and design for 
this project started over three years 
ago and the result is a beautiful and 
welcoming town center. The Central 
Avenue project included watermain 
and storm sewer replacement along 
with the reconstruction of the 
roadway. The downtown streetscape 
work included the revisioning of the 
sidewalks and Village Green to provide 
a unique and vibrant gathering 
place for the community and attract 
more patrons to our downtown. The 
streetscape project also included the 
installation of 33 benches made from 
recycled materials, 23 bike racks, 670 
linear feet of energy efficient lighting, 
10 new trees, and the re-use of 1,325 
square feet of brick pavers.

As I am sure many of you have seen 
first-hand, our downtown is even 
more beautiful and welcoming than 
ever, and truly a sight to behold while 
shopping or enjoying any of our 
fantastic dining establishments. For 
those that have not made it downtown 
yet, I assure you it is definitely worth 
your while. I would like to extend a 
huge thank you to our businesses for 
their continued investment in our 
community and to you, our residents, 
and all those who patronize Wilmette 
shops and restaurants. Your continued 
support makes projects like this 
possible.

This Fall will see the completion 
of the storm sewer improvements 
for Phase 1, and the Hibbard Park 
improvements for Phase 2 of the 
Neighborhood Storage Project. To 
date, the Village has constructed 3.5 
miles of storm sewer and storage for 
9.3 million gallons of stormwater. 

The conclusion of these two phases 
is a huge milestone in the Village’s 
effort to provide stormwater relief 
to the community. The final phase 
of the project at Thornwood Park is 
anticipated to start in Spring 2022 
and will include the installation of 
4.5 million gallons of underground 
storage and 7,500 feet of new storm 
sewer. The project is expected to be 
completed in Fall 2022.

To appropriately plan for future 
capital investments, the Village has 
begun our financial preparation for 
the 2022 budget. The Village’s Aaa 
credit rating was recently reaffirmed. 
Once again, we received the highest 
possible rating. This demonstrates that 
Wilmette is well-positioned financially 
with strong reserves, a strong 
economic base, and sound financial 
planning.

As always, however, we will not 
rest on our laurels, but continue 
to forge ahead to improve our 
community in the future. To that end, 
the Village continues to rely on its 
residents’ contributions. One of the 
best attributes of Wilmette is our 
resident involvement in all aspects of 
governance.

A current example of this involvement 
is the over 70 dedicated residents 
who have volunteered their time 
to serve on the Village’s 13 Boards 
and Commissions. I want to thank 
those that serve on these Boards and 
Commissions for bringing their unique 
skills and experiences to help guide 
Village decisions. Their efforts are 
exemplary of what makes Wilmette a 
great community.

Recent collaborations between our 
Boards and Commissions and Village 
staff have culminated in the Master 
Bike and Active Transportation Plan 
and the Sustainability Plan. The 
Master Bike and Active Transportation 
Plan was approved with the goal to 
develop projects that make the Village 
more walkable and bike-friendly. The 
planning process began in 2016 and 
the Plan was ultimately recommended 
by the Transportation Commission and 

adopted by the Village Board earlier 
this year. The Village plans to commit 
funds on a yearly basis to implement 
different components of the Plan 
including exciting projects such as 
bike paths and bike lanes, as well as 
pedestrian improvements.

Similarly, great progress has 
recently been made on the Village’s 
Sustainability Plan. The Plan is the 
culmination of efforts over the past 
two years by the Environmental and 
Energy Commission (EEC), Village 
staff and other environmental experts 
in our community. With this Plan, 
the Village will be able to focus 
on renewable energy, urban forest 
preservation, and native habitats. We 
all have a stake in ensuring a more 
sustainable future and I am proud that 
the Village is helping to take the lead 
in this regard.

Another opportunity for collaboration 
and community involvement is 
underway with the development of a 
new Comprehensive Plan. With the aid 
of consultants and the guidance of the 
Plan Commission and other Village 
Commissions, the Village has recently 
embarked on the planning process. 
When completed, the Comprehensive 
Plan will help to guide the growth and 
development of Wilmette for decades 
to come. In the coming months 
the Village will be holding focus 
groups, workshops, open houses, and 
community surveys. I urge all of you 
to take the opportunity to participate 
and make your mark on the future of 
Wilmette.



View timelines, statuses and an interactive 
map of all Village infrastructure projects at 
wilmette.com/capitalprojects.
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Neighborhood Storage Project in Final Phase

The Thornwood Park project 
will provide significant flood 
relief and resolve any existing 
drainage problems in the park.

The first two phases of the Village’s 
largest capital improvement project 
to relieve flooding in west Wilmette 
are substantially complete.  The 
underground storage reservoirs at 
Community Playfield (Phase 1) and 
Hibbard Park (Phase 2) will be fully 
operational this fall. Combined, the 
first two phases removed over 2 
million cubic feet of soil to make room 
for underground storage the size of 
23 Olympic-sized swimming pools.  
The Village would like to thank all 
of the impacted residents for their 
patience and understanding during 
construction. 

The third and final phase includes 
an underground stormwater storage 
reservoir in Thornwood Park and 
over one and a half miles of new 
storm sewer in the surrounding 
neighborhood.  The work will be 
executed in five stages that will begin 
in March of 2022 and conclude in 
November of 2022. Thornwood Park is 
expected to reopen in spring, 2023. For 
a detailed plan and more information 
about the project visit the project 
website at https://www.wsnsp.com/.

Ready, Set, Wilmette
The Village of Wilmette is 
embarking on updating its 
comprehensive plan and we invite 
you to be a part of the action. 
Informed by extensive community 
input, our comprehensive plan 
will provide a future vision 
and framework to achieve our 
community goals and priorities. 
What can be improved? Where do 
opportunities exist? What future 
forces must we consider? 

With so many great things going 
for our Village already, the 
Comprehensive Plan will help 
ensure we evolve sustainably 
and successfully in the years to 
come.  Join us on this journey and 
get involved! Spread the good 
word to neighbors and friends. 
Visit the project website at www.
readysetwilmette.com to learn 
more, share input, take the visioning 
poll, and sign-up to receive project 
updates.

Celebrating Wilmette’s 
150th
The Village is 
counting down one 
year to the 150th 
anniversary of 
the incorporation of the Village 
of Wilmette. The Village will 
be celebrating this important 
milestone throughout 2022 with 
many special events. Mark your 
calendar now for the big celebration 
event on Saturday, September 10, 
2022. Visit the celebration website 
to view the calendar of all events, 
sign up for email notices, learn 
about Wilmette’s history, and donate 
to the celebration effort: http://
www.wilmette150.org.

I look forward to future community 
events where we can gather together 
as neighbors. One of these upcoming 
events is the Village’s 150th Birthday. 
The Sesquicentennial Planning 
Committee continues to plan the 
celebration of the Village’s founding 
in 1872. To commemorate this 
important milestone, the committee 
has celebrations planned beginning 
this fall and continuing through to a 
community-wide birthday party on 
September 10, 2022. Stay tuned for 
exciting developments!

While this last year and a half of 
the pandemic has been difficult and 
trying, we are resilient and continue 
to be. I am heartened by the countless 
stories of those in our community 

who have gone above and beyond 
to help others during this time - our 
Community Caretakers in assisting 
more vulnerable residents to schedule 
vaccines and shop for essentials, our 
Village Departments, including Fire 
and Police and Public Works, who 
continue to provide excellent services 
to our residents, and all the teachers 
and parents who have done their 
best to provide a safe and nurturing 
environment for our children.

Thank you to all that help make our 
community a great place to work and 
live. Please feel free to reach out to 
me, the Village Board or Village Staff 
to share your thoughts and ideas.

Senta Plunkett
Village President

Message from the Village President (continued)

https://www.wilmette.com/capitalprojects
https://www.wsnsp.com/
http://www.readysetwilmette.com
http://www.readysetwilmette.com
http://www.wilmette150.org
http://www.wilmette150.org
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The Village welcomes its newest businesses and thanks them for choosing 
Wilmette. Please remember to visit these and other Wilmette businesses while 
shopping this fall. Did you know that 2% of almost every dollar you spend at 
Wilmette retailers goes directly back to the community?  By supporting our 
businesses and buying locally, your sales tax dollars help pay for things like 
streetscape improvements, Village services and events.

Welcome New Businesses!

Buck Russell’s 
1137 Greenleaf Ave.  
Coming Soon

Toni’s Barber Shop  
1411 Lake Ave.  
(224) 408-2357

JP Upholstery 
1227 Green Bay Rd. 
(773) 331-2557  
Upholstery & Furniture Repair

A Space 2 Work 
1218 Washington Ave. 
(224) 706-0091 
Flexible meeting & work spaces

Wilmette Loan & Jewelry 
1409 Lake Ave. 
(847) 906-4144 
www.wilmetteloan.com

YMA Taekwondo & Krav Maga 
1131 Greenleaf Ave. 
(847) 809-0236 
www.ymakravmaga.com

StretchLab  
1515 Sheridan Ave. 
www.stretchlab.com 
Coming Soon

October 2021 – January 2022

Remember to Shop Local this Holiday 
Season!
Looking for unique items and 
experiences to give as holiday 
gifts? Check out Wilmette’s many 
locally-owned and operated stores, 
restaurants and services! Visit the 
Wilmette-Kenilworth Chamber of 
Commerce website for local listings: 
wilmettekenilworth.
com. And don’t forget 
about Small Business 
Saturday on Nov. 27!

wilmettehistory.org

OCT

Trick-or-Treating 
Hours: 4 - 8 p.m.

31
Halloween

NOV

Veterans Day
11

Lecture 
The Great Chicago Fire 
Sunday, October 17 
2 – 3 p.m. 
Free virtual event; Advance 
registration required 

This October marks 150 years 
since the Great Chicago Fire.  Join 
us for a talk with historian Carl 
Smith about this historic disaster 
which destroyed three square 
miles of downtown and left 90,000 
residents homeless. 

Lecture 
Discussing Daguerreotypes  
Sunday, November 7 
2 – 3 p.m. 
Free virtual event; Advance 
registration required

Mike Medhurst, current President 
of The Daguerreian Society, will 
talk about early cased photography, 
exploring the history of the art 
form and giving a brief overview 
of how daguerreotypes are made. 
Mr. Medhurst will also share some 
captivating images from his own 
collection.

Annual Meeting and Lecture 
Sunday, January 30 
2 – 3 p.m. 
Free event

The annual meeting speaker will be 
John Jacoby, a long-time Wilmette 
resident and former Village 
President (1989-1997).  Jacoby will 
discuss his new book Wilmette at 
150, which is a collection of essays 
on important events in Wilmette’s 
history in honor of the Village’s 
150th anniversary. 

Shop 
Local!

Last French Market

OCT 30

http://www.wilmetteloan.com
http://www.ymakravmaga.com
http://www.stretchlab.com
http://www.wilmettekenilworth.com
http://www.wilmettekenilworth.com
http://www.wilmettehistory.org


Celebrate Safely 
this Halloween!
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Wilmette Police Share Safety Tips  

Follow the Village! 
wilmette.com/connect

Are you curious about what’s 
going on in a vacant commercial 
space? Want to know what events 
are coming up in Wilmette this 
weekend? Sign up for the Village’s 
weekly e-newsletter and follow the 
Village on Twitter, Facebook and 
Nextdoor for regular updates on 
happenings around Wilmette!

• Plan a costume that has a fun mask, 
practice physical distancing and 
make sure you wash your hands after 
you get home! 

• Neighbors can leave a bowl of treats 
(and a bottle of hand sanitizer) at 
the end of your front sidewalk and 
sit on your porch to wave at the 
kids walking the neighborhood. 
This allows kids to safely walk the 
neighborhood while maintaining 
physical distance.

• Decorate costumes and bags with 
reflective tape or stickers and, if 
possible, choose light colors.

• Put electronic devices down, keep 
heads up and walk, don’t run, across 
the street. Make eye contact with 
drivers before crossing.

• Drivers should slow down and be 
especially alert; children are excited 
and may move in unpredictable ways.

Trick-or-Treating from 4 to 8 p.m.

Last Day of 
Yard Waste and 
Composting Pickup

Thanksgiving/ 
Day After Thanksgiving
Offices Closed 
No Refuse Pickup  
on Thursday

27NOV25
26

NOV
Small Business 
Saturday

The Wilmette Police Department traditionally experiences 
several diversionary or ruse burglaries each year. Offenders 
in a diversionary burglary will utilize a false pretense to draw 
a resident outside of their home. They will typically coax the 
homeowner into the back yard of their property to conduct 
an inspection. While the homeowner is outside, a second 
offender will enter the home to steal items. Follow these tips 
to prevent becoming a victim of a ruse burglary: 

• Do not allow anyone inside of your home unless you know them or have a 
scheduled appointment.

• Do not be lured out of your home or into the backyard without locking your 
doors. 

• If an individual claims to be with a local government agency or public utility, 
ask them for their identification. 

• If someone comes to your house asking for help, tell them you will call the 
police for them.  

• Immediately report any suspicious activity by calling 911. 

Residents are encouraged to sign 
up for Smart911, which can provide 
first responders valuable information 
in the event that you call 9-1-
1. Smart911 is also the Village’s 
Emergency Notification System which 
allows officials to communicate 
critical information to the public 
during an emergency. Register today 
by downloading the Smart911 app or 
visiting Smart911.com. 

Electric Bicycles -  
Know the Rules
Electric bicycles are designed to 
be as safe as traditional bicycles. 
The same rules of the road apply to 
both e-bikes and human-powered 
bicycles. E-bikes may not be ridden 
on sidewalks, but may be ridden on 
bike paths. Follow the link for more 
details: https://bit.
ly/2X8kg9Y.

"When in Doubt, Call Us Out" 

Wilmette thinks Halloween is a spooktacular time for families and 
neighborhoods. To keep things fun and safe this year, we encourage you 
to be smart and do your part! 

Sign Up for Smart911 

http://www.wilmette.com/connect
mailto:https://bit.ly/wilmette-smart911?subject=
https://bit.ly/2X8kg9Y
https://bit.ly/2X8kg9Y
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Tree Pruning 

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 
Offices Open

17JANDEC 25
Christmas Day 
Offices Closed 
No Refuse Pickup

Village to Begin Inventory of Water Service Lines

Annual Sewer Lining Notice
The Village’s annual Sewer Lining program is underway and 
work is scheduled to begin this winter. The project includes the 
rehabilitation of nearly four miles of sewer lines which are 60 to 
100 years old and have many cracks and root intrusions. Sewer 
lining is an investment in our sewer system that will help it last 
an additional 50 years and will benefit our residents by reducing 
sewer backups.

This project is financed by the Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
through the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. The Village 
chose this cost-effective method of repair to reduce the disruption 
caused by typical sewer excavation and replacement techniques.

New Year’s Day 
Offices Closed  
No Refuse Pickup

1JAN

The optimal time for pruning 
trees is the dormant period when 
insect activity and threat of disease 
transmission is lowest. This occurs 
between November and March, with 
the winter months being ideal. The 
Village’s scheduled pruning program 
coincides with this period when 
approximately 2,000 parkway trees 
are pruned each year. 

For more information on the benefits 
of tree pruning and the upcoming 
2021-2022 work schedule, please visit 
the Village’s website, https://www.
wilmette.com/engineering-public-
works/forestry/parkway-tree-pruning. 
Residents can also send email 
inquiries to forestry@wilmette.com.

Lead in drinking water continues to be a nationwide 
health concern and as a result, both federal and state 
standards require water systems to perform a water 
service materials inventory by 2024.  Residents can learn 
more about lead in drinking water by visiting https://
www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-
information-about-lead-drinking-water.

Water service line materials used in the Village include 
copper, iron or galvanized pipe and lead. The Village will 
begin to collect service line information starting in early 
2022 by sending post cards to properties requesting 
that residents take photos of their water service line and 
submit the photos to the Village.  The inventory results 
will be used to develop a long-term plan to address 
existing lead service lines.  More information will be 
shared in the coming months.

Low levels of Perfluoroalkyls 
(PFAS) were detected in the Lake 
Michigan water supply, including 
at the Wilmette Water Plant as 
part of a 2021 IEPA test. As we 
all seek to live more sustainable 
lives, try to reduce your usage 
of PFAS ‘forever chemicals.’ 
For more information on PFAS 
compounds visit https://www.
wilmette.com/download/
PERFLUOROALKYLS-AND-
WATER.pdf.

Help Protect Lake Michigan

https://www.wilmette.com/engineering-public-works/forestry/parkway-tree-pruning
https://www.wilmette.com/engineering-public-works/forestry/parkway-tree-pruning
https://www.wilmette.com/engineering-public-works/forestry/parkway-tree-pruning
mailto:forestry%40wilmette.com?subject=
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The Village’s leaf collection service will begin Oct. 11. Here are some tips 
and reminders to ensure smooth collection:
• During a two-day collection period, 

residents must have their leaves 
raked out no later than 7 a.m. on 
the first scheduled collection day. 
Only one collection is made for each 
street and will occur on either the 
first or second day of scheduled 
collection. 

• Street parking is prohibited on leaf 
collection days. 

• If your regular trash/recycling/yard 
waste pickup falls on the same day 
as leaf collection, place toters two 
to three feet behind the curb.

• Leaves must be loose, not in bags or 
containers. 

• Avoid raking leaves onto the 
street until two days prior to your 
scheduled collection day to prevent 
clogs in the storm drains.

• In the event of inclement winter 
weather that delays collection, 
residents will receive an email 
notification. Sign up for Village 
E-News at wilmette.com/connect. 

2021 Leaf Collection

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT

10 11 
Zone  
2

12 
Zone  
3

13 
Zone  
4

14 
Zone  
5

15 
Zone  
1

16

17 18 
Zone  
2

19 
Zone  
2

20 
Zone  
3

21 
Zone  
3

22 
Zone  
4

23

24 25 
Zone  
4

26 
Zone  
5

27 
Zone  
5

28 
Zone  
1

29 
Zone  
1

31

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT

31 1 
Zone  
2

2 
Zone  
2

3 
Zone  
3

4 
Zone  
3

5 
Zone  
4

6

7 8 
Zone  
4

9 
Zone  
5

10 
Zone  
5

11 
Zone  
1

12 
Zone  
1

13

14 15 
Zone  
2

16 
Zone  
2

17 
Zone  
3

18 
Zone  
3

19 
Zone  
4

20

21 22 
Zone  
4

23 
Zone  
5

24 
Zone  
5

25 26 27

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT

28 29 
Zone  
1

30 
Zone  
1

1 
Zone  
2

2 
Zone  
3&4

3 
Zone  
5&1

4

October

November

December

More information available at wilmette.com/engineering-public-works/leaf-collection

Snow & Ice Removal More information available at wilmette.com/village-services/snow-ice-control

Plowing and Salting Priorities: The Village will begin plowing and salting streets 
after 2 inches of snow. Alleys and residential sidewalks will be cleared when 
there are 4+ inches of snow.

1. Arterial Streets

2. Business/Commuter 
Sidewalks 
Take priority over residential 
sidewalks

3. School Sidewalks 
High priority after 2+ inches of 
snow

4. Side Streets and  
Cul-de-sacs

Need help shoveling your driveway or 
sidewalk? 

Contact WilWork, the Village’s youth 
employment referral program.  
Call 847-853-7609 or email  
wilwork@wilmette.com.

1. No street parking after 2+ 
inches of snow for 24 hours 
after the snowfall stops or snow 
removal is completed (whichever 
is sooner).

2. No parking on one side of the 
street (on streets posted as 27 
feet wide or less) for 24 hours 
after snowfall of less than 2 
inches, sleet, freezing rain or ice. 

2 Things to Know About 
Wilmette Street Parking 
Bans During Winter 
Weather

Connect with 
the Village on 
social media for 
real-time snow 
parking updates!

wilmette.com/
connect

Questions? Contact the Public Works Department at 847-853-7500 or email pubworks@wilmette.com.

http://www.wilmette.com/connect
http://wilmette.com/engineering-public-works/leaf-collection
http://wilmette.com/village-services/snow-ice-control
mailto:wilwork%40wilmette.com?subject=
http://www.wilmette.com/connect
http://www.wilmette.com/connect
mailto:pubworks%40wilmette.com?subject=
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1200 Wilmette Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091

Local Postal Customer
Wilmette, IL 60091

Village Board Meetings
7:30 p.m. Village Hall

Fire/Police Emergency 911
Fire Department	 	 fire@wilmette.com	 	 847-251-1101
Museum             museum@wilmette.com 847-853-7666
Police Department  police@wilmette.com 847-256-1200
Public Works Department pubworks@wilmette.com
 General    847-853-7500
 After Hours Emergency 847-256-1200
Water Management   847-853-7535
Village Hall    847-251-2700
 Community Development 847-853-7550
 Engineering   847-853-7660
 Finance   847-853-7609
 Clerk    847-853-7511
Village Manager  
 Michael Braiman braimanm@wilmette.com 847-853-7509

Other
Library    
847-256-5025
Park District    
847-256-6100
New Trier Township 
847-446-8202
Waste Management 
847-272-4145 
AT&T    
800-244-4444
Comcast    
866-594-1234
Commonwealth Edison  
888-334-7661
Nicor Gas    
888-642-6748

Village Board  
President
Senta Plunkett    plunketts@wilmette.com

Trustees
Peter Barrow barrowp@wilmette.com
Kathy Dodd doddk@wilmette.com
Gina Kennedy kennedyg@wilmette.com
Justin Sheperd sheperdj@wilmette.com
Kate Gjaja gjajak@wilmette.com
Dan Sullivan sullivand@wilmette.com

Business Hours: 
Monday – Friday
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Village Hall Closed
New Year’s Day 
Memorial Day 
Independence Day
Labor Day
Thanksgiving
Day after Thanksgiving
Christmas Day

January 12, 26
February 9, 23
March 9, 23

April  13, 27
May 11, 25
June 8, 22

July 13, 27
August 24
September 14, 28

October 12, 26
November 9, 23
December 14
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