
March 27, 2009
Table of Contents Page i

VILLAGE OF WILMETTE ZONING ORDINANCE
MARCH 27, 2009

TABLE OF CONTENTS

ARTICLE 1

PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY.......................................................................................................... 1

Section 20-1.1.1. Title; Effective date ..............................................................................................1
Section 20-1.1.2. Authority and purpose ..........................................................................................1
Section 20-1.1.3. Jurisdiction ...........................................................................................................2
Section 20-1.1.4. Transition rules.....................................................................................................2
Section 20-1.1.5. Zoning district map...............................................................................................4
Section 20-1.1.6. Separability...........................................................................................................4
Section 20-1.1.7. Related village laws..............................................................................................4

ARTICLE 2

DEFINITIONS AND RULES OF CONSTRUCTION ............................................................................ 5

Section 20-2.1.1. General rules of construction................................................................................5
Section 20-2.1.2. Interpretation of Zoning District Map ..................................................................5
Section 20-2.1.3. Definitions ............................................................................................................6

ARTICLE 3

DECISION-MAKING AND ADMINISTRATIVE BODIES................................................................ 38

PART 1: BOARD OF TRUSTEES...............................................................................................................38
Section 20-3.1.1. Powers and duties ...............................................................................................38

PART 2: ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS .................................................................................................38
Section 20-3.2.1. Powers and duties ...............................................................................................38
Section 20-3.2.2. Membership and officers ....................................................................................39
Section 20-3.2.3. Meetings, hearings, and procedures ...................................................................39
Section 20-3.2.4. Hearings that may be conducted by a separate hearing panel ............................40
Section 20-3.2.5. Staff ....................................................................................................................41

PART 3: PLAN COMMISSION...................................................................................................................42
Section 20-3.3.1. Powers and duties ...............................................................................................42

PART 4: APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION...................................................................................42
Section 20-3.4.1. Powers and duties ...............................................................................................42
Section 20-3.4.2. Members and officers .........................................................................................43
Section 20-3.4.3. Meetings and procedures....................................................................................43
Section 20-3.4.4. Staff ....................................................................................................................44

PART 5: DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT...............................................................44
Section 20-3.5.1. Powers and duties ...............................................................................................44



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page ii Table of Contents

ARTICLE 4

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW PROCEDURES ....................................................................................... 46

PART 1: REQUIRED PERMITS, CERTIFICATES, AND APPROVALS..................................................46
Section 20-4.1.1. Building permit...................................................................................................46
Section 20-4.1.2. Special use approval ...........................................................................................46
Section 20-4.1.3. Letter of interpretation........................................................................................46
Section 20-4.1.4. Certificate of occupancy.....................................................................................47
Section 20-4.1.5. Temporary use or structure permit .....................................................................48
Section 20-4.1.6. Fence permit .......................................................................................................49
Section 20-4.1.7. Notice of issuance of certificates of occupancy, fence permits, and building

permits ................................................................................................................49
Section 20-4.1.8. Site plan review..................................................................................................50
Section 20-4.1.9. Appearance Review Certificate ..........................................................................50
Section 20-4.1.10. Affordable housing consultation procedure........................................................50
Section 20-4.1.10.1 Applicability.......................................................................................................50
Section 20-4.1.10.2 Prior consultation concerning affordable housing required................................51

PART 2: PERMITTED USES ......................................................................................................................51
Section 20-4.2.1. Purpose ...............................................................................................................51
Section 20-4.2.2. Permits required .................................................................................................51
Section 20-4.2.3. Application requirements ...................................................................................51
Section 20-4.2.4. Action on the application....................................................................................52
Section 20-4.2.5. Effect of approval ...............................................................................................52

PART 3: SPECIAL USES ............................................................................................................................52
Section 20-4.3.1. Purpose ...............................................................................................................52
Section 20-4.3.2. Special use approval required.............................................................................52
Section 20-4.3.3. Application requirements; Determination of completeness................................53
Section 20-4.3.4. Staff review of application .................................................................................53
Section 20-4.3.5. Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals.............................................................54
Section 20-4.3.6. Standards of review ............................................................................................54
Section 20-4.3.7. Action by the Board of Trustees; Conditions; Exceptions..................................56
Section 20-4.3.8. Effect of approval or denial ................................................................................56
Section 20-4.3.9. Amendments and alterations to approved special uses.......................................57
Section 20-4.3.10. Special uses requiring variations ........................................................................58

PART 4: VARIATIONS ............................................................................................................................58
Section 20-4.4.1. Purpose and scope ..............................................................................................58
Section 20-4.4.2. Filing of petitions; Determination of completeness............................................58
Section 20-4.4.3. Staff review ........................................................................................................59
Section 20-4.4.4. Action by Zoning Board of Appeals...................................................................59
Section 20-4.4.5. Standards of review ............................................................................................60
Section 20-4.4.6. Action by the Board of Trustees; Conditions .....................................................61
Section 20-4.4.7. Effect of approval or denial ................................................................................62

PART 5: TEXT AMENDMENTS AND REZONINGS ...............................................................................62
Section 20-4.5.1. Purpose ...............................................................................................................62
Section 20-4.5.2. Initiation .............................................................................................................62
Section 20-4.5.3. Filing of applications..........................................................................................63
Section 20-4.5.4. Staff review ........................................................................................................63
Section 20-4.5.5. Action by reviewing committee or commission .................................................64
Section 20-4.5.6. Factors for reviewing proposed amendments .....................................................64
Section 20-4.5.7. Action by the Board of Trustees.........................................................................65



March 27, 2009
Table of Contents Page iii

Section 20-4.5.8. Effect of denial ...................................................................................................66

PART 6: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS...............................................................................66
Section 20-4.6.1. Purpose; role of Comprehensive Plan in administration of Chapter...................66
Section 20-4.6.2. Initiation of amendments ....................................................................................66
Section 20-4.6.3. Action by the Plan Commission .........................................................................66
Section 20-4.6.4. Factors for reviewing proposed amendments .....................................................67
Section 20-4.6.5. Action by the Board of Trustees.........................................................................67

PART 7: ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS ...................................................................................................67
Section 20-4.7.1. Purpose ...............................................................................................................67
Section 20-4.7.2. Decisions which may be appealed......................................................................68
Section 20-4.7.3. Parties to an appeal.............................................................................................68
Section 20-4.7.4. Manner of filing of appeal; Time limit; Effect of filing .....................................68
Section 20-4.7.5. Scheduling and notice of appeal .........................................................................69
Section 20-4.7.6. Procedure on appeal ...........................................................................................70
Section 20-4.7.7. Effect of reversal of modification.......................................................................70
Section 20-4.7.8. Adoption of Rules of Procedure .........................................................................71
Section 20-4.7.9. Appeal from Board of Appeals...........................................................................71

PART 8: PROCEDURES OF GENERAL APPLICABILITY.......................................................................71
Section 20-4.8.1. Notice of public hearings....................................................................................71
Section 20-4.8.2. Public hearing procedures ..................................................................................74
Section 20-4.8.3. Zoning approvals required before submission of subdivision plat .....................74
Section 20-4.8.4. Filing fees ...........................................................................................................75

PART 9: APPEARANCE REVIEW.............................................................................................................75
Section 20-4.9.1. Purpose ...............................................................................................................75
Section 20-4.9.2. Appearance Review Certificate required; Timing of appearance review ...........75
Section 20-4.9.3. Application requirements; Determination of completeness................................76
Section 20-4.9.4. Staff review of application .................................................................................77
Section 20-4.9.5. Action by the Appearance Review Commission ................................................77
Section 20-4.9.6. Standards of review ............................................................................................78
Section 20-4.9.7. Effect of approval or denial ................................................................................80
Section 20-4.9.8. Appeals...............................................................................................................80
Section 20-4.9.9. Continuing maintenance .....................................................................................80

PART 10: SPECIAL RULES APPLICABLE TO UNITS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT............................80
Section 20-4.10.1. Purpose; Applicability ........................................................................................80
Section 20-4.10.2. Additions or expansions requiring new special use approval .............................81
Section 20-4.10.3. Standards of review for special uses...................................................................82
Section 20-4.10.4. Standards of review for variations......................................................................82
Section 20-4.10.5. Votes by Board of Trustees to approve special uses or variations......................83
Section 20-4.10.6. Enlargement or alteration of existing nonconforming structures........................83

ARTICLE 5

ZONING DISTRICTS.............................................................................................................................. 85

PART 1: ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS AND ALLOWABLE USES ..............................................85
Section 20-5.1.1. Districts established............................................................................................85
Section 20-5.1.2. Allowable uses ...................................................................................................85
Section 20-5.1.3. Annexed land......................................................................................................85



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page iv Table of Contents

PART 2: "R" SINGLE-FAMILY DETACHED RESIDENCE DISTRICT ..................................................89
Section 20-5.2.1. Purpose ...............................................................................................................89
Section 20-5.2.2. Permitted uses.....................................................................................................89
Section 20-5.2.3. Special uses ........................................................................................................90
Section 20-5.2.4. Development standards of general applicability.................................................92

PART 3: "R1" SINGLE-FAMILY DETACHED RESIDENCE DISTRICT ................................................97
Section 20-5.3.1. Purpose ...............................................................................................................97
Section 20-5.3.2. Permitted uses.....................................................................................................97
Section 20-5.3.3. Special uses ........................................................................................................98
Section 20-5.3.4. Development standards of general applicability...............................................100

PART 4: "R2" TOWNHOUSE RESIDENCE DISTRICT..........................................................................105
Section 20-5.4.1. Purpose .............................................................................................................105
Section 20-5.4.2. Permitted uses...................................................................................................105
Section 20-5.4.3. Special uses ......................................................................................................106
Section 20-5.4.4. Development standards of general applicability...............................................109

PART 5: "R3" MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT ......................................................................115
Section 20-5.5.1. Purpose .............................................................................................................115
Section 20-5.5.2. Permitted uses...................................................................................................115
Section 20-5.5.3. Special uses ......................................................................................................116
Section 20-5.5.4. Development standards of general applicability...............................................119

PART 6: "R4" MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT ......................................................................125
Section 20-5.6.1. Purpose .............................................................................................................125
Section 20-5.6.2. Permitted uses...................................................................................................125
Section 20-5.6.3. Special uses ......................................................................................................126
Section 20-5.6.4. Development standards of general applicability...............................................127

PART 7: "NR" AND “NR-1” NEIGHBORHOOD RETAIL BUSINESS DISTRICTS..............................129

SUBPART 7.1: “NR” NEIGHBORHOOD RETAIL BUSINESS DISTRICT ............................................129
Section 20-5.7.1.1 Purpose .............................................................................................................129
Section 20-5.7.1.2 Permitted uses...................................................................................................129
Section 20-5.7.1.3 Special uses ......................................................................................................130
Section 20-5.7.1.4 Development standards of general applicability...............................................132

SUBPART 7.2: “NR-1” NEIGHBORHOOD RETAIL BUSINESS DISTRICT (LINDEN SQUARE) .....135
Section 20-5.7.2.1 Purpose .............................................................................................................135
Section 20-5.7.2.2 Permitted uses...................................................................................................135
Section 20-5.7.2.3 Special uses ......................................................................................................136
Section 20-5.7.2.4 Development standards of general applicability...............................................138

PART 8: "VC" VILLAGE CENTER BUSINESS DISTRICT....................................................................139
Section 20-5.8.1. Purpose .............................................................................................................139
Section 20-5.8.2. Permitted uses...................................................................................................139
Section 20-5.8.3. Special uses ......................................................................................................140
Section 20-5.8.4. Development standards of general applicability...............................................143

PART 9: "GC-1" GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT .......................................................................145
Section 20-5.9.1. Purpose .............................................................................................................145
Section 20-5.9.2. Permitted uses...................................................................................................145
Section 20-5.9.3. Special uses ......................................................................................................145
Section 20-5.9.4. Development standards of general applicability...............................................147



March 27, 2009
Table of Contents Page v

PART 10: "GC-2" GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT .....................................................................149
Section 20-5.10.1. Purpose .............................................................................................................149
Section 20-5.10.2. Permitted uses...................................................................................................149
Section 20-5.10.3. Special uses ......................................................................................................149
Section 20-5.10.4. Development standards of general applicability...............................................150

PART 11: "PCD-1" PLANNED COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT ....................................153
Section 20-5.11.1. Purpose .............................................................................................................153
Section 20-5.11.2. Permitted uses...................................................................................................153
Section 20-5.11.3. Special uses ......................................................................................................153
Section 20-5.11.4. Development standards of general applicability...............................................154

PART 12: "PCD-2" PLANNED COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT .....................................157
Section 20-5.12.1. Purpose .............................................................................................................157
Section 20-5.12.2. Permitted uses...................................................................................................157
Section 20-5.12.3. Special uses ......................................................................................................157
Section 20-5.12.4. Development standards of general applicability...............................................159

PART 13: "PCD-3" PLANNED COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT .....................................161
Section 20-5.13.1. Purpose .............................................................................................................161
Section 20-5.13.2. Permitted uses...................................................................................................161
Section 20-5.13.3. Special uses ......................................................................................................161
Section 20-5.13.4. Development standards of general applicability...............................................162

PART 14: "OR" OFFICE-RESEARCH DISTRICT ...................................................................................165
Section 20-5.14.1. Purpose .............................................................................................................165
Section 20-5.14.2. Permitted uses...................................................................................................165
Section 20-5.14.3. Special uses ......................................................................................................165
Section 20-5.14.4. Development standards of general applicability...............................................166

PART 15: PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS......................................................................................167
Section 20-5.15.1 Purpose and intent ............................................................................................167
Section 20-5.15.2 Location............................................................................................................167
Section 20-5.15.3 Minimum area ..................................................................................................167
Section 20-5.15.5 Uses allowed.....................................................................................................168
Section 20-5.15.6 Modifications allowed under a Planned Unit Development .............................168
Section 20-5.15.7 PUD Submittal; Procedures..............................................................................168
Section 20-5.15.7.1 Pre-Application Conference .............................................................................169
Section 20-5.15.7.2 PUD Submittal: Required contents...................................................................170
Section 20-5.15.7.3 PUD Submittal; Administrative review............................................................173
Section 20-5.15.7.4 PUD Submittal; Public hearing by the Plan Commission; Report and

recommendation ...............................................................................................173
Section 20-5.15.7.5 PUD Submittal: Action by the Village Board ...............................................174
Section 20-5.15.8 Final PUD Submittal: Procedures.....................................................................174
Section 20-5.15.8.1 Final PUD Submittal: Required contents .........................................................174
Section 20-5.15.8.2 Final PUD Submittal; Public hearing by the Plan Commission; Report and

recommendation ...............................................................................................176
Section 20-5.15.8.3 Final PUD Submittal; Action by the Village Board .........................................177
Section 20-5.15.9 Standards of review for Planned Unit Developments.......................................178
Section 20-5.15.10 Conditions of development...............................................................................182
Section 20-5.15.11 Special conditions and guarantees ....................................................................182
Section 20-5.15.12 Progress of development; Revocation of approval; Public hearing..................183
Section 20-5.15.13 Destruction of buildings or structures in the planned unit development ..........183



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page vi Table of Contents

ARTICLE 6

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS OF GENERAL APPLICABILITY.............................................. 185

PART 1: BULK REGULATIONS..............................................................................................................185
Section 20-6.1.1. Minimum lot area, lot width, and yard requirements; Maximum height and floor

area ratio limits .................................................................................................185
Section 20-6.1.2. Uses and structures allowed and prohibited in required yards .........................185
Section 20-6.1.3. Height limits .....................................................................................................187
Section 20-6.1.4. One principal building per lot...........................................................................188
Section 20-6.1.5. Obstructions of public rights-of-way and sight lines at street intersections .....188
Section 20-6.1.6. Lots must front on street...................................................................................188
Section 20-6.1.7. Administrative approval procedures.................................................................188

PART 2: OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING; DRIVEWAYS......................................................195
Section 20-6.2.1. Purpose and scope ............................................................................................195
Section 20-6.2.2. Required number of off-street parking spaces..................................................195
Section 20-6.2.3. Shared parking..................................................................................................196
Section 20-6.2.4. Location of parking spaces ...............................................................................196
Section 20-6.2.5. Size of required parking spaces and aisles .......................................................197
Section 20-6.2.6. Design and maintenance...................................................................................199
Section 20-6.2.7. Parking lot buffering requirements...................................................................200
Section 20-6.2.8. Loading space requirements .............................................................................200
Section 20-6.2.9. Driveways.........................................................................................................202

PART 3: ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE STANDARDS............................................................209
Section 20-6.3.1. Purpose and scope ............................................................................................209
Section 20-6.3.2. Noise.................................................................................................................209
Section 20-6.3.3. Vibration...........................................................................................................210
Section 20-6.3.4. Air pollutants and odors ...................................................................................211
Section 20-6.3.5. Toxic, hazardous, and radioactive materials.....................................................211
Section 20-6.3.6. Fire and explosive hazards ...............................................................................211
Section 20-6.3.7. Glare .................................................................................................................213

PART 4: ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES................................................................................215
Section 20-6.4.1. General requirements........................................................................................215
Section 20-6.4.2. Signs .................................................................................................................216
Section 20-6.4.3. Fences, Arbors, and Trellises ...........................................................................216
Section 20-6.4.4. Outdoor lighting ...............................................................................................221
Section 20-6.4.5. Home occupations ............................................................................................221
Section 20-6.4.6. Drive-in services...............................................................................................222
Section 20-6.4.7. Carry-out food service......................................................................................222
Section 20-6.4.8. Outdoor storage and parking of trailers, boats, and trucks ...............................223
Section 20-6.4.9. Tents .................................................................................................................224
Section 20-6.4.10. Outdoor storage of construction materials, junk, refuse, and disabled or damaged

motor vehicles ..................................................................................................224
Section 20-6.4.11. Utility distribution lines....................................................................................224
Section 20-6.4.12. Satellite dish antennas ......................................................................................225
Section 20-6.4.13. Heating and air conditioning equipment...........................................................226
Section 20-6.4.13.1 Action by Zoning Board of Appeals.................................................................227
Section 20-6.4.14. Swimming pools, spas, and related equipment.................................................227
Section 20-6.4.14.1 Action by Zoning Board of Appeals.................................................................229
Section 20-6.4.15. Garages.............................................................................................................229
Section 20-6.4.16. Refuse container storage areas .........................................................................229
Section 20-6.4.17. Outdoor business activities; Vending machines ...............................................229



March 27, 2009
Table of Contents Page vii

Section 20-6.4.18. Outdoor seating for full service restaurants, limited service restaurants, and other
licensed food handlers ......................................................................................230

Section 20-6.4.19. Food Service Delivery......................................................................................230
Section 20-6.4.20. Accessory Living Units ....................................................................................230
Section 20-6.4.21. Permanently Installed Stand-by Generators .....................................................232

PART 5: TEMPORARY USES AND STRUCTURES...............................................................................235
Section 20-6.5.1. Purpose and scope ............................................................................................235
Section 20-6.5.2. Temporary uses subject to administrative approval .........................................235
Section 20-6.5.3. Temporary uses and structures subject to approval by the Board of Trustees..236
Section 20-6.5.4. Conditions attached to approval .......................................................................238

PART 6: PERSONAL WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES .......................................239
Section 20-6.6.1. Purpose and interpretation; Procedure; Definitions..........................................239
Section 20-6.6.2. Permitted placement of personal wireless facilities..........................................239
Section 20-6.6.3. Prohibited placement of personal wireless facilities.........................................242
Section 20-6.6.4. Nonconformities ...............................................................................................242

PART 7: 24-HOUR BUSINESSES ............................................................................................................243
Section 20-6.7.1. Special use required; Construction with other code provisions........................243

ARTICLE 7

NONCONFORMITIES.......................................................................................................................... 245

PART 1: PURPOSE AND SCOPE .............................................................................................................245
Section 20-7.1.1. Purpose and scope ............................................................................................245
PART 2: NONCONFORMING USES .......................................................................................................245
Section 20-7.2.1. Expansion of nonconforming use .....................................................................245
Section 20-7.2.2. Discontinuation of nonconforming use ............................................................245
Section 20-7.2.3. Change of use ...................................................................................................245

PART 3: NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES........................................................................................246
Section 20-7.3.1. Repair or reconstruction of nonconforming structure.......................................246
Section 20-7.3.2. Alteration or enlargement of nonconforming structure ....................................246
Section 20-7.3.3. Moving of nonconforming structure.................................................................247

PART 4: NONCONFORMING LOTS .......................................................................................................247
Section 20-7.4.1. Control over nonconforming lots .....................................................................247
Section 20-7.4.2. Variation standards...........................................................................................248

ARTICLE 8

ENFORCEMENT................................................................................................................................... 249

Section 20-8.1.1. Enforcement responsibilities ............................................................................249
Section 20-8.1.2. Misdemeanor citations and judicial remedies...................................................249



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page viii Table of Contents

ARTICLE 9

SIGNS ...................................................................................................................................................... 251

PART 1: LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND OBJECTIVES.......................................................................251
Section 20-9.1.1. Legislative findings and objectives ..................................................................251

PART 2: DEFINITIONS ..........................................................................................................................251
Section 20-9.2.1. Definitions ........................................................................................................251

PART 3: PERMITS & ENFORCEMENT ..................................................................................................255
Section 20-9.3.1. Sign permit required .........................................................................................255
Section 20-9.3.2. Electrical permit required .................................................................................255
Section 20-9.3.3. Appearance Review Certificate and variation ..................................................255
Section 20-9.3.4. Permit application.............................................................................................255
Section 20-9.3.5. Processing of applications ................................................................................256
Section 20-9.3.6. Failure to obtain the required permit ................................................................256
Section 20-9.3.7. Signs erected prior to the adoption of Article 9................................................257
Section 20-9.3.8. Expiration of a sign permit ...............................................................................257
Section 20-9.3.9. Fees...................................................................................................................257
Section 20-9.3.10. Revocation........................................................................................................257

PART 4: PROHIBITED SIGNS .................................................................................................................259
Section 20-9.4.1. Prohibited signs ................................................................................................259
PART 5: EXEMPT SIGNS.........................................................................................................................261
Section 20-9.5.1. Exempt signs in all zoning districts ..................................................................261
Section 20-9.5.2. Additional exempt signage in non-residential zoning districts.........................263

PART 6: ORIENTATION OF SIGNS ........................................................................................................265
Section 20-9.6.1. General rule ......................................................................................................265
Section 20-9.6.2. Activities without public street frontage...........................................................265
Section 20-9.6.3. Certain parking lots considered streets .............................................................265

PART 7: GENERAL PROHIBITION AGAINST PLACING SIGNS IN PUBLIC WAYS........................267
Section 20-9.7.1. General prohibition against placing signs in public ways ................................267

PART 8: PERMITTED SIGNS IN RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS ..............................................267
Section 20-9.8.1. Residential uses ................................................................................................267
Section 20-9.8.2. Multi-family uses .............................................................................................267
Section 20-9.8.3. Institutional uses...............................................................................................267
Section 20-9.8.4. Legal non-conforming business uses................................................................268
Section 20-9.8.5. Independent offices located within an existing institutional use .................268
Section 20-9.8.6. Summary of permitted signs.............................................................................268

PART 9: PERMITTED SIGNS IN NON-RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS ....................................269
Section 20-9.9.1. Institutional and business uses..........................................................................269
Section 20-9.9.2. Residential uses in non-residential zoning districts ..........................................270
Section 20-9.9.3. Sidewalk signs for business uses ......................................................................271

PART 10: WALL SIGNS ..........................................................................................................................275
Section 20-9.10.1. Criteria..............................................................................................................275
Section 20-9.10.2. Establishment of signable area .........................................................................275
Section 20-9.10.3. Computation rules ............................................................................................276



March 27, 2009
Table of Contents Page ix

PART 11: GROUND SIGNS......................................................................................................................277
Section 20-9.11.1. Criteria..............................................................................................................277

PART 12: AWNING AND CANOPY SIGNS............................................................................................279
Section 20-9.12.1. Criteria..............................................................................................................279
Section 20-9.12.2. Location requirements ......................................................................................279

PART 13: WINDOW SIGNS .....................................................................................................................281
Section 20-9.13.1. Criteria..............................................................................................................281
Section 20-9.13.2. Temporary window signs .................................................................................281

PART 14: PROJECTING SIGNS...............................................................................................................283
Section 20-9.14.1. Criteria..............................................................................................................283

PART 15: AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATIONS....................................................................................285
Section 20-9.15.1. Additional regulation necessary .......................................................................285
Section 20-9.15.2. Information on gasoline pumps ........................................................................285
Section 20-9.15.3. Price and service information at pump areas ....................................................285
Section 20-9.15.4. Automobile service station, signable area ........................................................285
Section 20-9.15.5. Display of certain additional signs ...................................................................285

PART 16: ILLUMINATION OF SIGNS, BUILDINGS, AND AREAS.....................................................287
Section 20-9.16.1. Illumination of buildings and areas ..................................................................287
Section 20-9.16.2. External illumination of signs...........................................................................287
Section 20-9.16.3. Brightness limitations.......................................................................................287
Section 20-9.16.4. Hours of illumination .......................................................................................287
Section 20-9.16.5. Voltage plate.....................................................................................................288
Section 20-9.17.1. Construction .....................................................................................................289
Section 20-9.17.2. Fireproof construction ......................................................................................289
Section 20-9.17.3. Face of sign smooth..........................................................................................289
Section 20-9.17.4. Use of glass ......................................................................................................289
Section 20-9.17.5. Maintenance .....................................................................................................289

PART 18: ADMINISTRATION.................................................................................................................291
Section 20-9.18.1. Appearance Review Commission.....................................................................291
Section 20-9.18.2. Appearance Review Certificates for permitted signs .......................................291
Section 20-9-18.3. Variations .........................................................................................................291
Section 20-9.18.4. Appeals.............................................................................................................292

PART 19: SUMMARY REMOVAL OF CERTAIN SIGNS ......................................................................293
Section 20-9.19.1. Obsolete signs...................................................................................................293
Section 20-9.19.2. Unsafe signs .....................................................................................................293

PART 20: LOCAL SIGN REGULATIONS ...............................................................................................295
Section 20-9.20.1. Submission of regulations ................................................................................295
Section 20-9.20.2. Conditions for approval ....................................................................................295
Section 20-9.20.3. Approval procedure ..........................................................................................295
Section 20-9.20.4. Private signage agreements ..............................................................................295
Section 20-9.20.5. Exemption from requirement for Appearance Review Certificate ...................295
Section 20-9.20.6. Adopted local sign regulations .........................................................................296

PART 21: OTHER CODES AND ORDINANCES; SEPARABILITY ......................................................297
Section 20-9.21.1. Other codes and ordinances..............................................................................297
Section 20-9.21.2. Separability.......................................................................................................297



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page x Table of Contents

ARTICLE 9: APPENDIX A .......................................................................................................................309
PLAZA DEL LAGO LOCAL SIGN REGULATIONS...............................................................................309
Section 1 ..........................................................................................................................309
Section 2 Definitions ........................................................................................................309
Section 3 Building identification......................................................................................309
Section 4 Limitation on display of signs ..........................................................................309
Section 5 Temporary signs ...............................................................................................311
Section 6 Development signs ...........................................................................................311
Section 7 ..........................................................................................................................312

ARTICLE 9: APPENDIX B .......................................................................................................................325
EDENS PLAZA LOCAL SIGN REGULATIONS......................................................................................325
Section 1 325
Section 2: A Tenant who occupies 100,000 square feet or more of Edens Plaza may erect

the following signage: ......................................................................................325
Section 3 A Tenant who occupies at least 17,500 square feet, but less than 100,000 square

feet of Edens Plaza may erect the following signage: ......................................325
Section 4: A Tenant who occupies at least 6,000 square feet, but less than 17,500 square

feet of Edens Plaza may erect the following signage: ......................................326
Section 5: A Tenant who occupies at least 2,500 square feet, but less than 6,000 square feet

of Edens Plaza may erect the following signage: .............................................326
Section 6: A Tenant who occupies less than 2,500 square feet of Edens Plaza may erect the

following signage: ............................................................................................326
Section 7 Under-canopy sign............................................................................................327
Section 8 ..........................................................................................................................327

ARTICLE 9: APPENDIX C .......................................................................................................................335
WEST LAKE PLAZA LOCAL SIGN ORDINANCE.................................................................................335
Section 1 ..........................................................................................................................335
Section 2 Definition of signable area ...............................................................................335
Section 3 Display within signable area.............................................................................335
Section 4 Amortization.....................................................................................................335
Section 5 Height of lettering ............................................................................................335
Section 6 Color of signs ...................................................................................................336
Section 7 Illumination ......................................................................................................336
Section 8 ..........................................................................................................................336

APPENDIX A

SECTION 9-3.7 OF THE WILMETTE VILLAGE CODE: SITE PLAN REVIEW ORDINANCE
.................................................................................................................................................................. 339

9-3.7.1 Creation ............................................................................................................339
9-3.7.2 Status of building permit applications ..............................................................339
9-3.7.3 Scope of site plan review..................................................................................340
9-3.7.4 Site plan approval .............................................................................................341
9-3.7.5 Relationship of site plan review to the Zoning Ordinance ...............................341



March 27, 2009
Table of Contents Page xi

APPENDIX B

CHAPTER 15 OF THE WILMETTE VILLAGE CODE: PLANNING & PLATTING................ 343

15-1 Comprehensive Plan.........................................................................................343
15-2 Subdivision Requirements................................................................................343
15-2.3 Requirements for subdividing, general.............................................................344
15-2.4 Public Improvements........................................................................................345
15-2.5 Plat referred to Plan Commission.....................................................................347
15-2.5.1 Hearing; Notices...............................................................................................347
15-2.5.2 Hearing; Plans on file .......................................................................................349
15-2.6 Plan Commission procedure with plat ..............................................................350
15-2.7 Inspection fees; Inspection of improvement.....................................................351
15-2.8 Final approval by the Board of Trustees...........................................................351
15-2.9 Plat Recorded ...................................................................................................351
15-2.10 Building Permits...............................................................................................352
15-2.11 Variations .........................................................................................................352
15-2.12 Annexation Plats...............................................................................................352

SUBJECT INDEX................................................................................................................................... 353



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page xii Table of Contents



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Article 1, Purpose and Applicability Page 1

ARTICLE 1

PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY

Section 20-1.1.1. Title; Effective date

Articles 1 through 8 of this Chapter shall be known as the Zoning Ordinance of the Village
of Wilmette, Illinois. This Chapter shall become effective on March 5, 1990.

Section 20-1.1.2. Authority and purpose

This Chapter is adopted pursuant to the home rule authority granted to the Village by Article
VII, Section 6 of the Illinois Constitution of 1970. This Chapter is adopted for the following
purposes:

(a) To promote the public health, safety, and general welfare;

(b) To secure adequate natural light, pure air, privacy, and protection from fire,
explosion, noxious fumes, flooding, and other dangers to persons and property;

(c) To encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout the Village;

(d) To conserve the value of land and improvements throughout the Village;

(e) To prevent the overcrowding of land and avoid concentrations of population out
of character with existing overall densities;

(f) To maintain and enhance the Village’s character as a predominantly single-family
residential community;

(g) To maintain and promote a superior quality of life in residential neighborhoods;

(h) To encourage alternative housing opportunities in compatible locations which
complement the traditional single-family character of the Village;

(i) To maintain and promote a high-quality housing stock in the Village;

(j) To maintain and promote the development of shopping and recreational facilities
which serve the needs of the Village’s residents;

(k) To promote vital, well-maintained, and attractive commercial areas from which a
variety of goods and services are offered to the markets which historically have been served by
those areas;
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(l) To promote the redevelopment of under-utilized commercial properties to increase
the tax base in a manner consistent with community land use policies;

(m) To prohibit the development of undesirable or noxious commercial uses;

(n) To encourage the attractive design of private commercial structures and public
property in commercial areas;

(o) To preserve and enhance aesthetic values throughout the Village;

(p) To minimize congestion in the public streets and ensure efficient traffic circulation;

(q) To ensure the provision of adequate and efficient off-street parking and loading
facilities; and

(r) To regulate the use and development of land in a manner consistent with the goals
and policies of the Village’s Comprehensive Plan.

Section 20-1.1.3. Jurisdiction

(a) This Chapter shall apply to all property in the Village of Wilmette, including that
owned by other municipal corporations and government bodies.

(b) Except as otherwise provided by this Chapter, no building, structure, or land shall be
used or occupied, and no building, structure, or part thereof shall be erected, constructed,
reconstructed, moved, enlarged, or structurally altered, unless it conforms with the provisions of this
Chapter governing the zoning district in which it is located. No lot of record which did not exist as
of the effective date of this Chapter shall be created, by subdivision or otherwise, which does not
conform to the requirements of this Chapter for the zoning district in which the land is located.

Section 20-1.1.4. Transition rules

(a) Existing unlawful uses and structures. A structure or use not lawfully existing at the
time of the adoption of this Chapter is hereby deemed lawful as of the effective date of this Chapter
provided that it conforms with all of the requirements of this Chapter. However, if such structure or
use does not conform with all of the requirements of this Chapter, then such structure or use remains
unlawful hereunder.

(b) Existing permitted uses. When a lot is used lawfully on the effective date of this
Chapter, and Articles 5 and 6 of this Chapter classify such use as a "permitted use" in the zoning
district in which it is located, such use is hereby deemed a lawful permitted use for the purposes of
this Chapter.
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(c) Existing special uses. When a lot is used lawfully on the effective date of this
Chapter, and Articles 5 and 6 of this Chapter classify such use as a "special use" in the zoning
district in which it is located, such use is hereby deemed a lawful special use for the purposes of this
Chapter. All special use approvals granted by the Board of Trustees prior to the effective date of
this Chapter shall remain in full force and effect, and the recipient of the special use approval may
proceed to develop the property in accordance with the plans previously approved by the Board of
Trustees. If the approval of such special use was subject to one or more conditions, then those
conditions shall continue in full force and effect unless a new special use approval is obtained in
accordance with Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter. However, if the recipient of the special use
approval has failed to act on the approval before the special use approval expires, then the
provisions of this Chapter shall govern, including the provisions allowing extension of the period
for applying for a building permit or certificate of occupancy. Any new owner or occupant of a
lawful special use may continue operation of that use without needing a new special use approval
pursuant to this Chapter, provided that operation of the lawful special use is continued in the same
manner as it existed on the effective date of this Chapter.

(d) Addition to, expansion of, or change of use in existing special uses. Any addition to
or expansion of a lawful special use, as defined in subsection (c) above, shall require new special
use approval in accordance with the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this
Chapter for new special uses. Any change in a lawful special use to a new use shall be permitted
only if this Chapter classifies the new use as a permitted use or special use in the zoning district and
only in accordance with the approval procedures set forth in this Chapter for such use.

(e) Uses rendered nonconforming. When a lot is used for a purpose which was a lawful
use before the effective date of this Chapter, and this Chapter or any amendment thereto no longer
classifies such use as either a permitted use or special use in the zoning district in which it is located,
such use is hereby deemed a nonconforming use and shall be controlled by the provisions of Article
7 of this Chapter.

(f) Buildings, structures, and lots rendered nonconforming. Where any building,
structure, or lot which existed on the effective date of this Chapter does not meet all standards set
forth in this Chapter or any amendment thereto, such building, structure, or lot is hereby deemed
nonconforming and shall be controlled by the provisions of Article 7 of this Chapter.

(g) Previously issued building permits. When a building permit for a building or
structure has been lawfully issued prior to the effective date of this Chapter, and construction has
begun within six months of the issuance of such permit and is being diligently pursued to
completion, the building or structure may be completed in accordance with the plans on the basis of
which the building permit was issued and may, upon completion, be occupied under a certificate of
occupancy for the use originally intended, subject to the provisions of Article 6, Part 2 governing
off-street parking and loading.

(h) Previously granted variations. All variations granted by the Board of Trustees prior
to the effective date of this Chapter, and any conditions attached thereto, shall remain in full force
and effect, and the recipient of the variation may proceed to develop the property in accordance with
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the plans previously approved by the Board of Trustees. However, if the recipient of such variation
has failed to act on the variation before the variation expires, the provisions of this Chapter shall
govern, including the provisions allowing extension of the period for applying for a building permit
or certificate of occupancy.

(i) Applications pending on the effective date of this Chapter. Where an application for
approval of a special use or variation is pending on the effective date of this Chapter, and notice of
the public hearing on such application has issued before the effective date of this Chapter, such
application shall be governed by the Zoning Ordinance in effect prior to adoption of this Chapter.
In all other cases where an application is pending on the effective date of this Chapter, the
provisions of this Chapter shall govern.

Section 20-1.1.5. Zoning district map

The boundaries of the zoning districts established by this Chapter shall be shown on a
Zoning District Map which, with all notations, references, and other information shown thereon, is
hereby incorporated into and made part of this Chapter. As part of this Chapter, the Zoning District
Map shall be amended only in accordance with the procedures set forth in Article 4, Part 5 of this
Chapter.

Section 20-1.1.6. Separability

If any court of competent jurisdiction adjudges any provision of this Chapter to be invalid,
such judgment shall not affect the validity and continued enforcement of any other provision of this
Chapter. If any court of competent jurisdiction adjudges the application of any provision of this
Chapter to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect the application of that provision to any other
building, structure, or use not specifically included in that judgment.

Section 20-1.1.7. Related village laws

The following Village ordinances and provisions of the Village Code which affect the use of
land within the Village of Wilmette shall be annexed to this Chapter for the convenience of the
reader:

(a) Sign Ordinance of the Village of Wilmette (Ord. No. 99-O-32), incorporated into
this Chapter as Article 9.

(b) Chapter 15 of the Village Code [Planning and Platting], attached to this Chapter as
Appendix A.

(c) Section 9-3.4 of the Village Code [Site Plan Review Committee], attached to this
Chapter as Appendix B.
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ARTICLE 2

DEFINITIONS AND RULES OF CONSTRUCTION

Section 20-2.1.1. General rules of construction

The following rules shall apply for construing or interpreting the terms and provisions of
this Chapter:

(a) In their application, the provisions of this Chapter shall be held to be the minimum
requirements for the promotion and protection of the public health, safety and general welfare, and
shall be construed to achieve the purposes for which this Chapter is adopted.

(b) This ordinance is not intended to abrogate any other law, ordinance, or permit.
However, where conditions, standards, or requirements imposed by any provision of this Chapter
are either more restrictive or less restrictive than comparable standards imposed by any other
provision of this Chapter, or by any other law or ordinance, the provisions which are more
restrictive or which impose higher standards or requirements shall govern. This Chapter is not
intended to abrogate any easement, covenant, or other private agreement; however, where the
regulations of this ordinance are more restrictive or impose higher standards or requirements than
such easement, covenant, or other private agreement, the requirements of this Chapter shall govern.

(c) In the event of any conflict in the limitations, requirements, or standards contained in
this Chapter and applying to an individual use or structure, the more restrictive provision shall
apply.

(d) In the event of a conflict between the text of this Chapter and any caption, figure,
illustration, table, or map contained herein, the text shall control.

(e) The words "shall", "must", and "will", are mandatory in nature, establishing an
obligation or duty to comply with the particular provision. The word "may" is permissive in nature.
Words used in the present tense include the future tense. Words used in the singular number
include the plural number and the plural number includes the singular number, unless the context of
the particular usage clearly indicates otherwise. Words used in the masculine gender include the
feminine gender.

(f) Any distance figure stated in this Chapter shall be measured as including any
intervening streets, alleys, and other public rights-of-way.

Section 20-2.1.2. Interpretation of Zoning District Map

Where uncertainty exists with respect to the boundaries of the zoning districts shown on the
Zoning District Map, the following rules shall be used to interpret the Map:
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(a) Where the Map shows a zoning district boundary line located within or following a
street or alley right-of-way, railroad or utility line right-of-way, easement, or waterway, the district
boundary shall be considered to be in the center of the right-of-way, easement, or waterway. If the
actual location of such right-of-way, easement, or waterway, as indicated in a recorded legal
description of such, varies slightly from the location shown on the Map, then the actual location
shall control.

(b) Where the Map shows a boundary line as being located a specific distance from a
street line or other physical feature, this distance shall control.

(c) Where the Map shows a district boundary to approximately coincide with a property
line or municipal border, the property line or municipal border shall be considered to be the district
boundary, unless otherwise indicated on the Map.

(d) Where the Map shows a district boundary to not coincide or approximately coincide
with any street, alley, railroad, waterway, or property line, and no dimensions are shown, the
location of the boundary shall be determined by use of the scale appearing on the Map.

(e) Where the Map shows a district boundary dividing a lot, each part of the lot shall be
used in conformity with the standards established by this Chapter for the zoning district in which
that part is located.

Section 20-2.1.3. Definitions

When used in this Chapter, the following words and terms shall have the meaning set forth
in this Section, unless other provisions of this Chapter specifically indicate otherwise:

ABUT: To share a common lot line or zoning district boundary, without being separated by
a street or alley.

ACCESSORY BUILDING OR STRUCTURE: A building or structure which is on the
same lot as, and of a nature customarily incidental and subordinate to, another building or structure,
and the use of which is clearly incidental and subordinate to that of the other building or structure.
This shall not include any facility for the landing or taking off of aircraft.

ACCESSORY LIVING UNIT: A subordinate dwelling unit created wholly within an
existing detached single-family dwelling unit, that provides basic requirements for living, sleeping,
eating, cooking, and sanitation, while the building maintains the appearance of a single-family
home.

ACCESSORY USE: A use that is customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal
use of the lot and located on the same lot as the principal use.

ACRE: A parcel of land containing 43,560 square feet in whatever shape.
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ADAPTIVE REUSE SENIOR HOUSING: A multi-family dwelling, occupancy of
which is limited to persons 62 years of age or older (or, if 2 persons occupy a unit, at least 1 shall be
62 years of age or older), using a structure previously occupied as a lawfully established or legal
non-conforming institutional use.

ADDITION OR EXPANSION: Any of the following: (1) any increase in the floor area
of a building; (2) a modification to the roof line of a building, such as by the construction of dormer,
so as to increase the amount of existing floor space which may be devoted to human use or
occupancy; (3) the demolition and reconstruction of a building or structure, or part thereof, which is
not accompanied by a change in the use of the lot; (4) the construction or expansion of an off-street
parking area beyond the number of spaces required under this Chapter, but not any expansion or
construction up to the required number of parking spaces; or (5) the intensification of use of a
property as indicated by an increase in traffic generation or an expansion in the hours of operation.
For special uses, addition or expansion shall be determined by reference to the date the special use
was approved by the Village or the date of the zoning ordinance or amendment thereto which first
reclassified an existing use as a special use.

ADJOINING: Abutting or contiguous.

ALLEY: A public right-of-way, other than a street, with a width of not less than 10 feet nor
more than 20 feet, which affords a secondary means of vehicular access to abutting properties.

APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION: The Appearance Review Commission of
the Village of Wilmette.

ARBOR: A shelter of latticework intertwined with climbing vines and flowers.

ATTIC: A story or half-story directly below the roof of a building.

AUTOMOBILE: A two-axle motor vehicle, including a pick-up truck or van, designed
and used primarily for the conveyance of not more than nine persons.

AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATION: Any building, structure, or lot used for
dispensing, selling, or offering for retail sale, gasoline, kerosene, lubricating oil, or grease for the
operation and maintenance of automobiles, including the sale and installation of tires, batteries and
other minor accessories and services for automobiles, or any building, structure, or lot used for the
business of repairing or washing automobiles.

AWNING: A roof-like cover projecting from the wall of a building and offering protection
from sun or rain.

BALCONY: A platform which projects from the exterior wall of a building above the
ground floor of the building, which is exposed to the open air, which has direct access to the interior
of the building, and which is not supported by posts or columns extending to the ground.
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BAY WINDOW: A window which projects outward from a building, beginning at least
two feet above the ground, and which does not rest on the building foundation or on the ground.

BEACH HOUSE/CABANA: An accessory structure designed for use with a swimming
pool, spa, or on a property that abuts Lake Michigan, which typically maintains facilities for
changing clothes, storing swimming equipment and supplies, and minimal sanitary facilities.

BLOCK: A tract of land bounded by streets, or by a combination of streets and public
parks, cemeteries, railroad rights-of-way, or similar lines of demarcation. A block may be located
in part beyond the corporate limits of the Village.

BOARD of TRUSTEES: The President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Wilmette.

BOARDER: A person who rents lodging within part of a dwelling occupied by the person
to whom the payments are made, with a rental period of one month or longer.

BOAT: Any device used or intended to be used for navigation on water.

BOAT HOUSE: An accessory structure designed for enclosed storage of boats and related
equipment.

BROADCASTING STUDIO: A programming origination studio of a television station,
radio station, or cable television franchisee of the Village.

BUILDING: Any structure with walls and roof securely affixed to the ground and entirely
separated on all sides from any other structure by space or by walls in which there are no
communicating doors, windows, or openings; and which is designed or intended for the shelter,
enclosure, or protection of persons, animals, or chattels. This does not include any structure with
interior areas not normally accessible for human use or occupancy, such as gas tanks, water tanks,
and similar structures.

BUILDING, PRINCIPAL: A building in which the dominant use of the lot is conducted.

BUSINESS: Any occupation, employment, or enterprise which occupies time, attention,
labor, and/or materials for compensation, whether or not merchandise is exhibited or sold or
services are offered.

CANOPY: A permanent roof-like structure, movable or stationary, which projects from the
exterior wall of a building over a platform or walkway to offer protection from sun or rain.

CEILING HEIGHT: The clear vertical distance from the finished floor or the upper limits
of the story below to the finished ceiling.

CLEANING OR PROCESSING ESTABLISHMENT: A business which primarily
involves the on-site cleaning, treatment, printing, or chemical processing of goods or materials or
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the storage of chemicals used in off-site cleaning, treatment, or processing. This includes, but is not
limited to, carpet cleaners, dry-cleaning plants, self-service or full-service laundries, exterminating
services, and taxidermists. This shall not include the following: crematories; creosote treatment; fat
rendering; fertilizer manufacture; fireworks manufacture or storage; ore reduction; petroleum
processing or refining; pyroxylin manufacture; gutta percha treatment; smelters; batch mixing plants
for cement, concrete, asphaltic concrete, mortar or plaster; or activities involving the storage, use, or
manufacture of materials or products which decompose by detonation except as are specifically
licensed pursuant to other chapters of the Village Code.

CLEAR HEIGHT: The clear vertical distance from the finished floor or the upper limits
of the story below to the uppermost limits of the floor or roof above.

CLINIC: Any building or portion thereof, the principal use of which is for offices of one or
more licensed physicians, ophthalmologists, dentists, veterinarians, physical or occupational
therapists, psychologists, or the like for the examination and treatment of persons or animals on an
outpatient basis only, except that a veterinary clinic may provide overnight boarding of animals
which are presently undergoing treatment by the veterinarian operating the clinic.

CLOSED CUP FLASH POINT: The lowest temperature at which a combustible liquid
under prescribed conditions will give off a flammable vapor which will propagate a flame. The Tag
closed cup tester shall be authoritative for liquids having a flash point below 175F. The Pensky-
Martens tester shall be authoritative for liquids having a flash point between 175F and 300F.

CLUB OR LODGE: A private not-for-profit association, corporation, or other entity
consisting of persons who are bona fide paying members and which owns, leases or uses a building
or portion thereof, the use of such premises being restricted primarily to members and their guests.

COLLECTOR STREET: A street designated as a collector street in the Comprehensive
Plan.

COLLEGE: An institution providing full-time or part-time education beyond the high-
school level.

COMMERCIAL RETAIL ESTABLISHMENT: A building, property, or activity the
principal use or purpose of which is the sale of goods, products, or materials directly to the
consumer. This includes, but is not limited to, clothing stores, appliance stores, bakeries, food
stores, grocers, caterers, pharmacies, book stores, florists, furniture stores, hardware stores, pet
stores, toy stores, and variety stores. It does not include restaurants, personal service
establishments, amusement establishments, or cleaning or processing establishments.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: The Comprehensive Plan of the Village adopted by the
Board of Trustees.

COMPUTER SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT: A business whose primary purpose is the
providing of on-site use of personal computers to the public for access to the Internet, e-mail,
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games, word processing, printing, and other software, excluding games of chance or skill for money
or other thing of value, or wagering upon the result of any game, contest, political nomination or
election in violation of the laws of the State of Illinois.

CONFORMING STRUCTURE: A structure that complies with all of the regulations of
this Chapter.

CONGREGATE HOUSING FACILITY FOR THE ELDERLY AND/OR PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES: See ELDERLY HOUSING.

CONTIGUOUS: Abutting or adjoining.

CONTINUOUS VIBRATION: Vibration having non-discrete but continuous vibration or
discrete pulses of vibration occurring more frequently than one pulse per second.

CONVENIENCE FOOD MART: A business, other than a full service restaurant or
limited service restaurant, which sells food directly to the consumer and occupies a floor area of less
than 5,000 square feet.

DAY CARE OPERATIONS --

DAY CARE CENTER: Any child-care or adult-care facility which regularly
provides day care for less than twenty-four hours per day for one or more children or
adults in a facility other than a detached dwelling, excluding the child-care facilities
set forth in Ill. Rev. Stat. ch. 23, ¶ 2212.09 (a)-(h), as amended.

DAY CARE HOME: Any dwelling that, for less than twenty-four (24) hours per
day, receives and cares for children or adults, subject to the following limitations:

(a) The primary caregiver in a day care home shall be the owner or occupant.

(b) If the dwelling provides care for adults, it may provide care for more than
four (4) but no more than eight (8) persons. “Adult” shall mean any person
eighteen (18) years of age or older.

(c) If the dwelling provides care for children, the maximum number of children
that may be cared for in a day care home at any time shall be twelve (12)
children under the age of twelve (12) years, including the caregivers’ own
children, related children and unrelated children, subject to the limitations set
forth in paragraphs (d) through (h) below.

(d) The primary caregiver alone may care for:

(1) A mixed group consisting of:
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(i) No more than eight (8) children under the age of twelve (12)
years, of which:

(ii) No more than five (5) children may be under the age of five
(5) years, of which

(iii) No more than three (3) of said five children under the age of
five years may be less than twenty-four (24) months of age.

(2) A mixed group consisting of:

(i) No more than eight (8) children under the age of twelve (12)
years, of which:

(ii) No more than six (6) children may be under the age of five
(5) years, of which:

(iii) No more than two (2) of said five children under the age of
five years may be less than thirty (30) months of age.

(3) A school age group consisting of no more than eight (8) children
from six (6) to twelve (12) years of age and five year olds who are in
full-day kindergarten.

(e) In addition to the children who may receive child care in accordance with
subsection (d) above, a caregiver may accept four (4) additional children
who are attending school full-time if a before and/or after school assistant is
employed. Care provided for children who attend school full-time is limited
to before and/or after school, holidays, weekends, during unforeseen school
closings, and during the summer. The assistant shall be present at all times
when school children are present and there are more than eight (8) children
in the home.

(f) A caregiver and an assistant may care for a total of eight (8) children under
five (5) years of age of which up to five children may be under twenty-four
(24) months of age. Four (4) additional children who are attending school
full-time may be accepted for care only if the assistant is age eighteen (18) or
over. The total number of children under the age of twelve (12) in the home
shall not exceed the maximum of twelve (12) children.

(g) Care provided for children who attend school full-time is limited to before
and/or after school, holidays, weekends, during unforeseen school closings,
and during the summer.

(h) In the event of a brief unforeseen school closing, the caregiver may accept
one additional school-age child and still be considered in compliance with
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the capacity requirements, as long as the total number of children under age
twelve (12) in the home does not exceed the maximum of twelve (12)
children. The caregiver shall maintain a record of the dates, names and ages
of the children for whom this care is provided.

DAY CARE HOME, LIMITED: Any dwelling which, for remuneration of the
operator, regularly receives and cares for from one up to a maximum of four
children under the age of fourteen or four adults per day, not including children or
adults that are members of the operator’s family. This does not include a dwelling
that receives only children or adults from a single family.

PART-DAY CHILD CARE FACILITY: Any facility for which written
notification has been filed pursuant to Ill. Rev. Stat. ch. 23, ¶ 2213(b), as amended,
and which is operated by a church, religious organization, or social service agency in
which individual children or adults are provided care on an intermittent basis for up
to eight hours per seven day week, as defined in Ill. Rev. Stat. ch. 23, ¶ 2212.10, as
amended. This shall not include a day care home or limited day care home.

DECK: A structure which is open to the sky and provides a platform that is raised more
than one foot above the ground but no higher than the floor of the street level of the principal
building.

DENSITY, GROSS: See GROSS DENSITY.

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: The employee of the Village who
heads the Department of Community Development and is responsible for the administration of this
Chapter.

DISPLACEMENT: The amplitude or intensity of an earthborne vibration measured in
inches. The displacement or amplitude is one-half the total earth movement.

DOMESTIC PET SERVICE: Any business where dogs, cats, and other domestic animals
not owned by the proprietor are provided services such as day time shelter, food, water, exercise,
clipping, bathing, and related services in return for a fee, but not including overnight boarding, the
sale of offering for sale of domestic animals, or veterinary care.

DORMER: An extension built out from a sloping roof to accommodate a vertical window.

DOUBLE-FRONTAGE LOT: See LOT, DOUBLE-FRONTAGE.

DRIVE-IN SERVICE: A facility which is accessory to a commercial retail
establishment, personal service establishment, office, or limited service restaurant and is
designed or intended to enable a customer, without exiting a motor vehicle parked on or moving
through the premises, to transact business with a person outside the motor vehicle.
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DRIVEWAY: Any impervious or compacted gravel surface providing direct ingress to and
egress from a parking space.

DWELLING: Any building, or portion thereof, designed or used exclusively for residential
occupancy.

DWELLING, DETACHED: A building that is developed with open yards on all sides
and contains one dwelling unit, not being attached to any other building or dwelling unit.

DWELLING, MULTI-FAMILY: A building, other than a townhouse, containing three or
more dwelling units attached along and sharing one or more common walls between any two units
and/or stacked one above the other, or one or more dwelling units located in the same building as a
non-residential use in a non-residential zoning district.

DWELLING, TWO-UNIT: A building which contains two dwelling units located either
side by side or one above the other, and which maintains the external appearance of a detached
dwelling, with open yards on all sides and not being attached to any other building.

DWELLING UNIT: One or more rooms in a building designed for occupancy by one
family for living purposes and having its own permanently installed cooking and sanitary facilities.

Detached, Two-unit, Townhouse, and Multi-family Dwelling Examples

EARTHBORNE VIBRATION: The cyclic movement of the earth due to the propagation
of mechanical energy.
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EFFICIENCY UNIT: A dwelling unit consisting of one room, exclusive of any bathroom,
kitchen, hallway, closets, or dining alcove directly off the principal room, provided such dining
alcove does not exceed 100 square feet in area.

ELDERLY HOUSING –

CONGREGATE HOUSING FACILITY FOR THE ELDERLY AND/OR
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: A building or use housing more than one
family, with or without separate dwelling units for each family, the occupancy of
which is limited to persons who are 62 years of age or more (or, if two or more
persons occupy a unit, at least one shall be 62 years of age or more) and/or have a
disability, and which provides coordinated social and support services to residents
(such as meals, housekeeping, laundry, recreation, education, and transportation).
For the purposes of this definition, the term "persons with disabilities" shall include
a person who (1) has a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one
or more of such person’s major life activities, (2) has a record of having such an
impairment, or (3) is regarded as having such an impairment. However, "persons
with disabilities" shall not include any person involved in the current illegal use of or
addicted to a controlled substance (as defined in Section 102 of the Controlled
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. Sec. 902)), nor shall it include any person whose
residency in the facility would constitute a direct threat to the health or safety of
other individuals or would result in substantial physical damage to the property of
others. The term "congregate housing facility for the elderly and/or persons with
disabilities" shall not include an alcoholism or drug treatment center, a work-release
facility for convicts or ex-convicts, or any other housing facility serving as an
alternative to incarceration.

GROUP HOME FOR THE ELDERLY: A detached dwelling shared by two to
five unrelated persons who are 62 years of age or more, who live together as a single
housekeeping unit, and who require and receive supervision or care by staff to live
in a family setting. A group home for the elderly may be located in dwelling unit
in (1) a detached dwelling; (2) a dwelling unit in a two-unit dwelling, in a zoning
district in which two-unit dwellings are allowed, provided that both units within the
two-unit dwelling are in a district where townhomes are allowed. The term "group
home for the elderly" shall not include an alcoholism or drug treatment center, a
work-release facility for convicts or ex-convicts, or any other housing facility
serving as an alternative to incarceration. Nothing in this definition shall affect the
right of persons who satisfy the definition of "family" to live as a "family" in
appropriate zoning districts.

HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY AND/OR PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES: A multi-family dwelling, the occupancy of which is limited to
persons who are 62 years of age or more (or, if two persons occupy a unit, at least
one shall be 62 years of age or more) and/or have a disability, and who have an
annual income below the maximum established by resolution of the Board of
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Trustees in accordance with State and Federal regulations governing assisted
housing. For the purposes of this definition, the term "persons with disabilities"
shall include any person who has a physical and/or mental impairment qualifying
that person for assistance under the Federal regulations governing the housing
assistance program in which the housing facility is participating, such as the
Section 202 program administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

EXPRESSWAY: A permanent public right-of-way designated as an expressway in
the Comprehensive Plan.

FALL-OUT OR EMERGENCY SHELTER: An accessory structure which incorporates
the fundamentals for fall-out protection (shielding mass, ventilation, and space to live), which is
constructed of such materials and in such a manner as to afford the occupants substantial protection
from radioactive fall-out, and which has no element projecting more than one foot above the natural
ground level.

FAMILY: Either of the following: (a) one or more persons, each related by blood,
marriage, or legal adoption (including foster children), living as a single housekeeping unit in a
dwelling unit, together with no more than two live-in staff or boarders; or (b) not more than three
persons, not related by blood, marriage or legal adoption (including foster children), living as a
single housekeeping unit, together with no more than two live-in staff. For the purposes of this
definition, "living as a single housekeeping unit" means that each person has the equal right to use,
in common with the others, the areas customarily considered to be common areas in a dwelling unit.

FENCE: A free-standing structure, including gates as needed, made of metal, masonry,
wood or synthetic fiber or material, or any combination thereof, including gates, resting on or
partially buried in the ground, rising above ground level, and used to delineate a boundary or as a
barrier or means of protection, confinement, or screening. A fence that is installed atop or resting
on a foundation rather than posts shall be deemed a wall for purposes of this Chapter.

FENCE, OPEN: A fence which has over its entirety at least 50 percent of its surface area
in open space which affords a direct view through the fence from eye level at a position
perpendicular to the fence.

FENCE, SOLID: A fence which has over its entirety less than 50 percent of its surface
area in open space which affords a direct view through the fence from eye level at a position
perpendicular to the fence.

FLOOR AREA: The floor area within the enclosing walls and under any covered areas of
any building. For the purpose of determining the floor area of the principal building and all
accessory buildings and structures on the lot as applied for the development standards in Article 5,
"floor area" shall mean the sum of the gross horizontal area of the several floors of a building,
measured from the exterior faces of the exterior walls, or from the center line of party walls. This
shall include the following:
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(i) 100 percent of the floor area of a basement, if four feet or more of the height
of the basement projects above grade as measured from grade to the top of
the first finished floor on structures built after July 1, 2003; and

(ii) 100 percent of the floor area of a basement, if five feet or more of the height
of the basement projects above grade as measured from grade to the top of
the first finished floor on structures built on or before July 1, 2003; and

(iii) For property that slopes downward towards a rear lot line, the portion of a
basement that projects 7’ or more above abutting existing grade shall be
counted; and

(iv) 100 percent of the floor area of a garage or other accessory building or
structure; and

(v) 100 percent of the floor area of any atrium; and

(vi) 100 percent of the floor area of any part of an attic, if that part has a height
from floor or upper limits of the story below to bottom of rafters of six feet,
nine inches (6’ 9”), or more; and

(vii) 100 percent of the floor area of any part of a story above the first story, if
that part has a height from floor or upper limits of the story below to bottom
of the story or half-story above of six feet, nine inches (6’9”), or more; and

(viii) 100 percent of the area of a covered porch, covered balcony, carport or
similar roofed exterior space; and

(ix) 100 percent of any area below a habitable overhang; and

(x) 50 percent of the area of a deck, if the deck and/or its railing project more
than six feet, six inches (6’ 6”) above grade; and

(xi) For property that slopes downward towards a rear lot line the portion of a
deck and/or it’s railing that projects more than six feet, six inches (6’ 6”)
above the abutting existing grade shall be counted at 50 percent; and

(xii) 100 percent of eaves erected after July 1, 2003 which exceed 3’ in depth
from the wall of the principal structure; and

(xiii) 75 percent of the area of an open balcony; and

(xiv) 100 percent of a pergola, arbor or similar roofed structure if the roof beams
and rafters combined comprise a roof structure that is less than 85 percent
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open or 75 percent of a pergola, arbor or similar roofed structure if the roof
beams and rafters taken together comprise a roof structure that is at least 85
percent open. However, arbors meeting the standards combined in Section
6.4.3(k) of this Chapter shall not be counted towards lot coverage or total
floor area; and

(xv) Any open two-story element (an interior space which has a clear height of
one story plus six feet, nine inches or more) shall be counted twice in
calculating the floor area of the building, and any open three-story element
(an interior space which has a clear height of two stories plus six feet, nine
inches or more) shall be counted three times in calculating the floor area of
the building. For this purpose, a maximum story height of 11 feet shall be
used; and

(xvi) The floor area of a story directly below an attic (or a partial story), with a
height from floor or upper limits of the story below to bottom of the attic (or
partial story) rafters of 17’ 9” or greater shall be counted twice.

For the purpose of determining off-street parking and loading requirements, "floor area" shall mean
the sum of the gross horizontal floor area of the several floors of a building measured from the
interior faces of the exterior walls, excluding areas used for the storage of merchandise or materials,
mechanical equipment rooms, rest rooms, and areas used for off-street parking and loading and
related aisles, ramps, and maneuvering space.

FLOOR AREA RATIO: The numerical value obtained by dividing the aggregate floor
area on a lot by the area of such lot. The floor area ratio designated for each zoning district, when
multiplied by the lot area in square feet, shall determine the maximum permissible square footage of
floor area for the building on such lot.
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Floor Area Ratio Examples of 0.5 and 0.25
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FOOD SERVICE USES –

CARRY-OUT FOOD SERVICE: A service which is accessory to a full service
restaurant or commercial retail establishment which sells food or beverages to the
customer in a ready-to-consume state, and whose design or method of operation
includes serving foods or beverages in edible containers or in paper, plastic,
Styrofoam, or other disposable containers. This does not include temporary uses
regulated by Article 6, Part 5 of this Chapter.

DELIVERY, FOOD SERVICE: A service which is accessory to a full service
restaurant or limited service restaurant which provides home delivery of food or
beverages for immediate consumption and which has two (2) or more delivery
vehicles.

RESTAURANT, FULL SERVICE: A business whose principal purpose is the
sale and on-site consumption of food or beverages, where items are ordered from an
individual menu and served by wait staff on non-disposable tableware. This shall
not include a limited service restaurant or convenience food mart.

RESTAURANT, LIMITED SERVICE: A business whose principal purpose is
the sale of food or beverages where the food or beverages which is paid for before
consumption, or are ordered from a fixed menu board, or are served in paper, plastic,
Styrofoam, or other disposable containers for immediate consumption on or off the
premises.

FOOT-CANDLE: A standard unit of illumination, equivalent to the illumination to all
points which are one foot distant from a uniform point source of one candle power.

FREE BURNING: The rate of combustion of a material that burns actively and easily
supports combustion.

GARAGE: An accessory building which is designed and used primarily for the storage of
motor vehicles owned and used by the occupants of the building to which it is accessory, and in
which no occupation or business is carried on. This does not include any parking area located
within the principal building, unless the garage is the principal building on the lot.

GLARE: Illumination, or a contrast between illumination and its background, which
results in reduced visual performance and visibility or which results in a sensation of visual
discomfort caused by high or non-uniform distribution of brightness in the field of view.

GOLF COURSE: A nine-hole or 18-hole course for playing golf, including any accessory
driving range, clubhouse, office, restaurant, concession stand, picnic tables, pro shop, maintenance
building, restroom facility, or similar accessory use or structure. This term shall not include
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miniature golf courses as a principal or accessory use, nor shall it include driving ranges that are not
accessory to a golf course.

GOVERNMENT OFFICE: An office occupied by a Federal, State, or local government
agency, but not including a post office.

GRADE: The height of the principal structure shall be measured from a baseline elevation
that is the computed average of the existing elevations as measured at the side property lines at the
required front yard setback line.

The height of any accessory structure, except a fence, shall be measured from a baseline
elevation that is the computed average of the elevations of the surrounding ground abutting the
structure.

The height of a fence, at any point along the fence, shall be measured from the existing
elevation of the ground beneath the fence.

“Existing Elevation” or “Existing Grade” shall be defined as the pre-construction elevation
of the ground contour or as determined by the Village Engineer.

For the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance, the term “grade” shall have the same meaning as
the term “elevation”.

GROSS DENSITY: The ratio between the total number of dwelling units on a lot and the
land area of the lot, including interior streets and measured to the centerlines of peripheral streets
and common use areas.

GROSS LEASABLE AREA: The total floor area designed for occupancy and exclusive
use by tenants, including areas used for storage. The area of tenant occupancy shall be measured
from the centerlines of joint partitions to the outside of the tenant walls.

GROUP HOME FOR THE ELDERLY: See ELDERLY HOUSING.

GROUP HOME FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: A detached dwelling shared
by two to five unrelated persons with disabilities who live together as a single housekeeping unit in
a long-term, family-like setting, and who require and receive supervision or care by staff to live in a
family setting. A group home for persons with disabilities may be located in (1) a detached
dwelling; (2) a dwelling unit in a two-unit dwelling, in a zoning district in which two-unit dwellings
are allowed, provided that both units within the two-unit dwelling are operated as group homes for
persons with disabilities by the same operator; (3) a townhome in a zoning district where
townhomes are allowed. For the purposes of this definition, "persons with disabilities" shall include
a person who (1) has a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one or more of
such person’s major life activities so that such person is incapable of living independently, (2) has a
record of having such an impairment, or (3) is regarded as having such an impairment. However,
"persons with disabilities" shall not include any person involved in the current illegal use of or
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addicted to a controlled substance (as defined in Section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act (21
U.S.C. Sec. 902)), nor shall it include any person whose residency in a group home would constitute
a direct threat to the health or safety of other individuals or would result in substantial physical
damage to the property of others. The term "group home for persons with disabilities" shall not
include an alcoholism or drug treatment center, a work-release facility for convicts or ex-convicts,
or any other housing facility serving as an alternative to incarceration. Nothing in this definition
shall affect the right of persons who satisfy the definition of "family" to live as a "family" in
appropriate zoning districts.

HEALTH CLUB: A privately-owned building or enclosed structure containing
recreational facilities, such as athletic or physical conditioning equipment, racquet courts, and or a
swimming pool, which is operated on a private membership basis and restricted to use by members
and their guests.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OR SUPPLIES ESTABLISHMENT: A business or
government agency operation that involves the on-site use, storage, or sale of heavy equipment or
construction materials. This includes building materials suppliers, lumberyards, construction yards
and shops, metal shops, and welding shops, and offices located on the same property in conjunction
with such uses. This shall not include junkyards.

HEIGHT: The vertical distance from grade to the highest point of the roof of a building or
the highest point of a structure.

HOME OCCUPATION: An occupation or profession which involves the rendering of a
service in exchange for monetary fees or other remuneration, is conducted wholly within a dwelling
unit by a member of the family residing therein, and is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of
the dwelling unit for residential purposes. "Home occupation" includes, but is not limited to, the
following: the practice of medicine, dentistry, law, engineering, architecture, and accounting;
brokerage; garment-making and millinery; instruction in art, music, language, or dance;
computerized services; hair cutting and styling; and limited day care homes. The following
occupations, as well as others which do not have a character similar to those listed above, are
specifically excluded from the definition of "home occupation": restaurants, bed-and-breakfast
establishments, nursing homes, group homes, and mortuary establishments. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, persons not a member of the family residing in the home may be employed as an
assistant to the primary caregiver in a Day Care Home, provided that the primary caregiver in said
Day Care Home is a member of the family residing therein.

HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY AND/OR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: See
ELDERLY HOUSING.

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE: A surface that does not allow water to be absorbed and to
percolate into deeper ground. Such surfaces include those constructed of stone, brick, asphalt,
concrete, tile, terrazzo, gravel composite, or any other paving material, used for parking, driveways,
patios, terraces, walkways, and the like, as well as areas covered by buildings, decks, porches,
swimming pools, tennis courts, and the like.
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IMPULSIVE VIBRATION: Vibration having discrete pulses of vibration occurring no
more frequently than one pulse per second.

INCOMBUSTIBLE: A material that will not ignite or actively support combustion during
an exposure for five minutes to a temperature of 1,200F.

INTENSE BURNING: The rate of combustion described by a material that burns with a
high degree of activity and is consumed rapidly, such as sawdust, magnesium (powder, flaked or
strips), or rocket fuels.

JUNKYARD: An area of land, and any accessory structure thereon, which is used
primarily for buying, selling, exchanging, storing, baling, packing, disassembling, or handling waste
or scrap materials, including motor vehicles, machinery and equipment not in operable condition, or
parts thereof, and other metals, paper, rags, rubber tires, and glass, except within a completely
enclosed buildings.

KNEE WALL: That portion of the attic framing as measured from the top of the attic
floor joist to the top of the joint where the wall framing meets the roof rafter.

LANDING: A deck.

LIGHT, CUTOFF: An artificial outdoor lighting fixture designed to ensure that no light is
directly emitted above a horizontal line parallel to the ground. (See diagram.)

LIGHT, NON-CUTOFF: An artificial outdoor lighting fixture designed to allow light to
be directly emitted above a horizontal line parallel to the ground. (See diagram.)
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Cutoff and Non-cutoff Lights

LIMITED PERSONAL SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT USE: A business that provides
instructional services directly to customers at the site of the business and is located wholly within a
building used and occupied by an existing, lawfully established or legal non-conforming
institutional use. Limited personal service establishment shall include tutoring programs, parenting
classes and other similar instructional classes but shall not include public or private schools.

LOADING SPACE: A space with access to a street or alley for the standing, loading, or
unloading of motor vehicles delivering or picking up goods and materials.

LODGE: See CLUB OR LODGE.

LOT: A parcel of land legally described or subdivided as a single lot.

LOT, CORNER: A lot located at the intersection of two streets, the interior angle of which
does not exceed 135 degrees.

LOT COVERAGE: The area of a lot that is covered by any building or structure,
including accessory buildings or structures, as defined under the definition of floor area in Section
2.1.3.
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LOT DEPTH: The mean of the length of the two side lot lines or, where the lot has more
than two side lot lines, the length of the longest line which is perpendicular to the front lot line and
runs to the rear lot line.

Rear Lot Line & Lot Depth for an Irregularly Shaped Lot

LOT, DOUBLE-FRONTAGE: A lot which has a pair of opposite lot lines along two
approximately parallel streets, and which is not a corner lot.

LOT LINE: A line defining the ownership boundary of a lot.

LOT LINE, FRONT: The lot line which abuts the street line, provided that:

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (c), on a corner lot, this shall be the lot line having
the shortest dimension adjoining a street; and,

(b) Except as provided in paragraph (c), on a double-frontage lot, this shall be the lot
line along the street which is designated as such by the Director of Community Development,
except that where an established front yard exists, a vacant double-frontage lot in the block shall
have its front lot line along the same street as the developed lots on the block; and,
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(c) On either a double-frontage lot or a corner lot located in the GC-1, GC-2, NR, OR,
PCD-2, PCD-3 or VC Zoning Districts, this shall be:

(1) The lot line which adjoins a major or collector street; or,

(2) If the lot adjoins more than one major or collector street, then the lot line
adjoining the major or collector street having the shortest dimension; or,

(3) If no lot line adjoins a major or collector street, then the lot line opposite
from and most nearly parallel to the lot line which adjoins an alley; or,

(4) If (1), (2), or (3) of this subparagraph do not apply, then the front lot line
shall be the lot line determined by the Director of Community Development
to adjoin the same street which adjoins the front lot lines of the majority of
other developed lots in that block.

LOT LINE, REAR: The lot line which is most distant from and most nearly parallel to the
front lot line, or in the case of an irregular or triangular lot, a line 10 feet long within the lot, parallel
to and a maximum distance from the front lot line. (See diagram.)

LOT LINE, RESIDENTIAL: A lot line which bounds a lot that is located in a residential
zoning district and occupied by a dwelling or dwellings.

LOT LINE, SIDE: A lot line which is not a front lot line or rear lot line.

LOT OF RECORD: A lot which is part of a subdivision, the map of which was recorded
in the office of the Recorder of Deeds of Cook County prior to the effective date of this Chapter,
and which met all lot dimension requirements in effect at the time of recording. A lot described by
metes and bounds, the description of which has been recorded in the office of the Recorder of Deeds
or in the office of the Registrar of Titles of Cook County prior to the effective date of this Chapter,
and which met all lot dimension requirements in effect at the time of recording.

LOT WIDTH: (a) If the side property lines are parallel, the shortest distance between these
parallel side lot lines at any point within the lot (See Diagram A); or; (b) if the side property lines
are not parallel, the length of a line at right angles to the axis of the lot at a distance equal to the
front yard line required for the district in which the lot is located or 30 feet to the rear of the front
yard line, whichever results in the lesser width. The axis of a lot shall be a line joining the
midpoints of the front and rear property lines. (See Diagram B).
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Lot Width for Irregularly Shaped Lots

MAJOR STREET: A street designated as a major street in the Comprehensive Plan.

MANSARD ROOF: A roof having on each side a steeper lower part and shallower
upper part. For the purposes of height requirements, a roof so described must have a minimum
12:10 pitch on the steeper lower part of the roof and the joint between the roof rafter and the
exterior wall must be in line with or inside the plane of the exterior wall.

MANUFACTURING ESTABLISHMENT: A business or government agency operation
whose primary purpose is the assembly, fabrication, or processing of goods and materials into
other finished products. This shall include offices located on the same property in conjunction with
such uses. This shall not include the following: electricity generation plants; abattoirs; arsenals;
crematories; creosote treatment or manufacturing; fat rendering; fertilizer manufacture; fireworks
manufacture or storage; dumping or reduction of garbage, dead animals, offal, or refuse other than a
solid waste transfer station operated by the Village; ore reduction; petroleum processing or
refining; pyroxylin manufacture; gutta percha manufacture or treatment; salt works; sauerkraut
or pickle manufacture; smelters; stockyards or slaughter of animals or fowls; tallow, grease, or lard
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manufacture; batch mixing plants for cement, concrete, asphaltic concrete, mortar or plaster;
junkyards; or activities involving the storage, use, or manufacture of materials or products which
decompose by detonation except as are specifically licensed pursuant to other chapters of the
Village Code.

MODERATE BURNING: The rate of combustion described by a material that supports
combustion and is consumed slowly as it burns, such as wood.

MOTOR VEHICLE: An automobile, motorcycle, motor truck, or truck-trailer
combination that is propelled by its own power.

MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING: See DWELLING, MULTI-FAMILY.

NO-ACCESS STRIP: A strip of land which lies within and along the rear lot line of a
double-frontage lot and which adjoins a street which is designated on a recorded subdivision plat or
deed of conveyance as land over which motor vehicle travel shall not be permitted.

NONCONFORMING LOT: A lot of record which does not meet the lot area or lot width
requirements of this Chapter for the zoning district in which it is located.

NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE: A structure which was lawfully established prior
to and existing on the effective date of this Chapter, or any amendment hereto which renders the
structure nonconforming, and which does not conform to the requirements of this Chapter for the
zoning district in which it is located.

NONCONFORMING USE: A use which was lawfully established prior to and being
conducted on the effective date of this Chapter, or any amendment hereto which renders the use
nonconforming, and which does not conform to the requirements of this Chapter for the zoning
district in which it is located. This shall not include a lawful permitted use or lawful special use
as identified in Section 1.1.4(b) and (c) of this Chapter.

NURSING HOME: A home for elderly, chronically ill, infirm, or incurable persons, or a
place of rest for those suffering bodily disorders, in which three or more persons, not members of
the family residing on the premises, are provided with food, lodging, and medical care, but not
including hospitals, clinics, or group homes for the elderly or the handicapped.

OFFICE: A use or building where business is conducted with little direct contact with
customers present at the office. This includes, but is not limited to, insurance offices, law offices,
and real estate sales and management offices.

OUTDOOR LIGHTING: Any artificial light source that is installed or mounted outside
of a building, but not including street lights installed or maintained by the Village along public
streets.
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OVERNIGHT BOARDING KENNEL: Any business where dogs, cats, and other
domestic animals not owned by the proprietor are sheltered overnight, fed, watered and exercised in
return for a fee.

OWNER: The title holder of record or, if title is held in a land trust, the beneficiary of the
trust.

PARK: A lot, or portion thereof, or aggregation of contiguous lots, used by the public for
outdoor recreational activities. This shall include any accessory office, museum, restaurant,
concession stand, picnic tables, pro shop, maintenance building, restroom facility, boating or boat
storage facility, or similar accessory use or structure.

PARKING AREA: Any area containing one or more parking spaces.

PARKING LOT: A parking area that is open to the sky, but not including the uppermost
level of a parking deck.

PARKING SPACE: An area, enclosed or unenclosed, which is reserved or intended for
the parking of one motor vehicle, and which is accessible to and from a street or alley.

PART-DAY CHILD CARE FACILITY: See DAY CARE OPERATIONS.

PARTY WALL: A common wall which extends from its footing below grade to the
underside of the roof and divides buildings, allowing no passage or access through the wall. This
may be a vertical cavity wall or one with above-ground physically unifying horizontal structure
elements.

PATIO: An impervious surface no higher than one foot above the ground which is
designed and intended primarily for recreational use by people, rather than as a parking space.

PERGOLA: A structure of parallel columns supporting an open roof of beams and
crossing rafters.

PERMITTED USE: A use designated in Articles 5 and 6 of this Chapter as a "permitted
use" in the district in which it is located.

PERSONAL SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT: A business which provides personal
services directly to customers at the site of the business, or which receives from or returns to the
customer goods which have been treated or processed at another location. This includes, but is not
limited to, computer service establishments, travel agencies, dry-cleaning and laundry drop-off and
pick-up stations, tailors, hair stylists, cosmeticians, toning or tanning salons, banks, currency
exchanges, clinics, postal substations, package delivery drop-off and pick-up stations, shoe repair
shops, interior design studios, dance and martial arts studios, domestic pet services, and retail
photography related uses where 25% or less of the gross floor area is used for photo processing
equipment and related work area.
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PLAN COMMISSION: The Plan Commission of the Village of Wilmette.

PLAYGROUND: A park that contains playground equipment.

PORCH: A platform which projects from the exterior wall of a building, has direct access
to the street level of the building, is covered by a roof or eave which may be supported by posts, and
has no roof-supporting walls and is open to the elements on three sides. For the purpose of the
porch floor area bonus, the porch must meet the following additional requirements:

(i) The porch may be no more than one story in height, covered by a roof or eave,
and with no space above the porch which would be included in the calculation of
the floor area; and

(ii) The porch has a width equal to or greater than 50% of the width of the front
façade of the structure or 20 feet, whichever is less. For the purposes of this
requirement, the front façade shall be either the wall of the principal structure
closest to the front or the side yard adjoining a street lot line, and its width shall
be calculated as the widest point of the structure within 25 feet of the front wall
of the principal structure; and

(iii) The porch has a depth measured from the front face of the porch to the front
façade of the structure of no less than six feet.

POST OFFICE: A facility operated by the United States Postal Service for the collection,
processing, and distribution of letters, packages, and other mail, and for related postal services.

PRINCIPAL BUILDING: See BUILDING, PRINCIPAL.

PRINTING OR PHOTOCOPYING ESTABLISHMENT: A facility for the
custom reproduction of written or graphic materials on a custom order basis for individuals
or businesses provided no Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC) are emitted from the
processes. Typical processes include, but are not limited to, photocopying, blueprint, and
facsimile sending and receiving, and including offset printing.

PUBLIC UTILITY SERVICE USES: Radio, television, and microwave transmission or
relay towers and antennae; railroad rights-of-way and passenger stations; transit and public
transportation facilities, including passenger terminals and shelters; water filtration plants,
reservoirs, and storage towers; sanitary and storm sewer treatment plants; and electric or gas
substations, water or wastewater pumping stations, telephone repeater stations, or similar structures
used as an intermediary switching, boosting, distribution, or transfer station of electricity, natural
gas, water, wastewater, cable television, or telephone services between the point of generation or
treatment and the end user. This shall not include equipment, other than buildings, located in a
public right-of-way that are authorized pursuant to any license, franchise, contract or other
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agreement approved by the Village Board of Trustees, authorized as provided in Chapter 16 or 17 of
the Wilmette Village Code, or authorized by applicable federal or state law or regulation.

RECREATION CENTER: A building or enclosed structure, operated by a government
agency for use by the public, which contains recreational facilities, including but not limited to
tennis courts, swimming pools, auditoriums, ice rinks and/or gymnasiums. A recreation center shall
include outdoor facilities which are immediately adjacent to or accessed through the building or
enclosed structure, including but not limited to outdoor amphitheaters, tennis courts, ice rinks and
swimming pools, and further shall include any accessory office, museum, restaurant, concession
stand, picnic tables, pro shop, maintenance building, restroom facility, boating or boat storage
facility, or similar accessory use or structure.

RESEARCH LABORATORY: A facility which is equipped for basic and applied
research or experimental study, testing, or analysis in the natural sciences, including any educational
or manufacturing activities associated with and incidental or accessory to such research, but not
including facilities for the manufacture of products except those incidental to research activities, and
not including facilities for the sale of such products.

RESIDENTIAL STREET: Any street that is not designated in the Comprehensive Plan as
a major street, collector, or expressway.

RESTAURANT: See FOOD SERVICE USES

SATELLITE DISH ANTENNA: Any disc antenna, whether flat, concave, or parabolic,
which is designed to receive signals from satellites or other sources, or to transmit such signals to a
receiving station.

SCHOOL: A privately-owned or publicly-owned elementary school, middle school, junior
high school, or high school which does not provide lodging for students, including any accessory
athletic fields and recreational facilities.

SCHOOL, BOARDING: An elementary school, middle school, junior high school, or
high school which provides lodging or dwelling units for students on the same property.

SCHOOL, TRADE: A school, other than a college, which provides part-time education
beyond the high school level and does not provide lodging or dwelling units for students or faculty.

SCREENING: Structures, solid fences, or evergreen vegetation maintained for the purpose
of concealing from view the area or objects behind such structures, solid fences, or vegetation.

SHOPPING CENTER: A building or group of buildings containing three or more
commercial retail establishments, personal service establishments, and/or restaurants constructed on
a parcel of land under unified ownership or control, and planned and developed with unified
building design and coordinated parking and service areas.
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SITE PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE: The committee consisting of the Director of
Community Development, the Village Engineer, and the Village Fire Chief which is designated by
Section 9-3.4 of Village Code to review applications for development approval.

SPA: A man-made rigid or semi-rigid receptacle for water having a depth at any one point
greater than 12 inches, but less than three feet, or having a volume greater than 80 gallons, but less
than 2,500 gallons, used or intended to be used for bathing, wading, floating, or soaking, and
constructed, installed or maintained in or above ground, and which is used exclusively by the owner
or occupant of the property on which it is located, his family and his guests.

SPECIAL USE: Those uses which are generally compatible with the other land uses
permitted in a zoning district but which, because of their unique characteristics or potential impacts
on the surrounding neighborhood and the Village as a whole, require individual consideration of
their location, design, configuration, and/or operation at the particular location proposed. See
Section 4.3.1.

STORAGE OR DISTRIBUTION ESTABLISHMENT: A business or government
agency operation whose primary purpose is the storage of goods, materials, vehicles, trailers, or
boats; the wholesale sale of goods and materials; or the distribution of goods and materials. This
shall include offices located on the same property in conjunction with such uses. This shall not
include the following: electricity generation plants; abattoirs; arsenals; crematories; creosote
treatment or manufacturing; fat rendering; fertilizer manufacture; fireworks manufacture or storage;
dumping or reduction of garbage, dead animals, offal, or refuse other than a solid waste transfer
station operated by the Village; ore reduction; petroleum processing or refining; pyroxylin
manufacture; gutta percha manufacture or treatment; salt works; sauerkraut or pickle manufacture;
smelters; stockyards or slaughter of animals or fowls; tallow, grease, or lard manufacture; batch
mixing plants for cement, concrete, asphaltic concrete, mortar or plaster; junkyards; or activities
involving the storage, use, or manufacture of materials or products which decompose by detonation
except as are specifically licensed pursuant to other chapters of the Village Code.

STORY: That portion of a building included between the upper surface of any floor and
the upper surface of the floor next above it, except that the topmost story shall be that portion of a
building included between the upper surface of the topmost floor and the ceiling or roof above it.
The floor of a story may have split levels provided that there is not more than a four foot difference
in elevation between the different levels of the floor. A mezzanine floor shall be counted as a story
when it covers more than one-third of the area of the floor next below it, or if the vertical distance
from the floor next below it to the floor, ceiling or roof next above it is 22 feet or more. "Story"
shall not include any such area having part of its ceiling height below grade. For the purposes of
calculating floor area in the R and R1 districts, a maximum story height of 11’ shall be used.

STORY, HALF: A story under a gable, hip, or gambrel roof, where no more than 25
percent of the floor area is located under dormers or other outward projections from the basic planes
of the roof and has knee walls not exceeding 2’ in height to the bottom of the roof rafters.
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STREET: A permanent public right-of-way that affords the primary means of vehicular
access to abutting properties.

STREET LEVEL: The story of a building that has its floor at the closest level to the street,
with direct pedestrian access to that story from the outside.

STREET LINE: The outer boundary of a street right-of-way or easement.

STRUCTURE: Any improvement upon land, other than the land itself, the use of which
requires more or less permanent location on the ground or attachment to something having a
permanent location on the ground. This includes, but is not limited to, buildings, signs, and
impervious surfaces.

STRUCTURAL ALTERATION: A change in the supporting members of a structure,
such as bearing walls, columns, beams, or girders; or any substantial change in the roof line or in the
exterior walls which does not increase any exterior dimension, excluding such repair or replacement
as may be required for the safety of the structure.

SWIMMING POOL: A man-made rigid or semi-rigid receptacle for water which has a
depth at any point greater than 18 inches, which is used or intended to be used for swimming,
wading, or bathing, which is constructed, installed or maintained in or above ground, and which is
used exclusively by the owner or occupant of the property on which it is located, his family, and his
guests.

TAXICAB FLEET YARD: A facility where taxicabs are stored while not actively in
service, including any administrative office or dispatching station associated therewith. However,
such an administrative office or dispatching station which is not accompanied by the storage of
taxicabs shall fall under the definition of "office."

TEMPORARY: Spanning or existing for a period of not more than six months.

TERRACE: A patio.

TOWNHOUSE: A building which contains two dwelling units located side by side and
which does not maintain the external appearance of a detached dwelling or a dwelling with three or
more units where the dwelling units are all joined side-by-side and separated by party walls, with no
unit being located above or below another unit.

TRAILER: A wheeled vehicle or portable structure which is constructed to permit
occupancy thereof for lodging purposes or for use as an accessory structure in the conduct of a
business, and which may be used as a conveyance on streets by its own or other motive power. This
includes, but is not limited to, a self-contained travel trailer, motorized home, camping trailer or
mobile home.
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TRAILER, BOAT: Any wheeled vehicle that is designed or used to transport any boat and
to be drawn by another vehicle.

TRELLIS: A frame or panel of latticework used as a screen or as a support for climbing
shrubs or plants.

TWO-FLAT DWELLING: See DWELLING, TWO-UNIT.

24-HOUR BUSINESS: A business, other than one engaged in public transportation
or livery service, that is open to the public, accepts deliveries from a vehicle with above-D
Illinois commercial vehicle license plates or equivalent out-of-state truck license plates, or
engages in any outdoor operations or activities related to the business between the hours of
1:00 a.m. and 5:30 a.m. Responding to an emergency request for service between 1:00 a.m.
and 5:30 a.m. because of an imminent danger to person or property shall not be considered to
be conducting commercial activity within the Village during those hours.

UNUSUAL RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT: A recreational structure or recreational
equipment that is incidental to and associated with a residential use located on the same lot, but is of
such a scale or operated in such a way that it has a visual impact or noise impact that is not typically
or customarily found on a residential lot. This shall include, but not be limited to, skateboard ramps
and half-pipes, but shall not include swimming pools, spas, tennis or racquet courts, basketball
hoops and backboards, small playhouses, or swingsets.

USE: The purpose or activity for which the land, or any structure thereon, is designed,
arranged, intended, occupied, or maintained, including any manner of performance of such activity
with respect to the standards of this Chapter.

USE, BUSINESS: Any use listed as a business use under Table 5.1.2 of this Chapter.

USE, NON-RESIDENTIAL: Any use listed as a business use or institutional use under
Table 5.1.2 of this Chapter.

USE, RESIDENTIAL: Any use listed as a residential use under Table 5.1.2 of this
Chapter.

USE, PRINCIPAL: The main use of a lot, building, or structure, as distinguished from an
accessory use.

VARIATION: Limited relief from the requirements of this Chapter as granted by the
Board of Trustees in those cases where strict application of those requirements will create a
practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship prohibiting the use of land in a manner otherwise
allowed under this Chapter. See Section 4.4.1.
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VEHICLE SALES, RENTAL, OR SERVICING: The sale, rental, maintenance, or
repair of motor vehicles, boats, or trailers. This shall include vehicle fleet maintenance garages
owned or operated by a government agency, but shall not include automobile service stations.

VIBRATION: The periodic displacement, measured in inches, of earth at designated
frequency of cycles per second.

VILLAGE: The Village of Wilmette, Illinois.

WALKWAY: An impervious surface designed or intended for the passage of pedestrians
into or through a lot.

WALL: Any un-roofed man-made structure of concrete, stone, brick, tile, wood or similar
type of material which has a foundation.

WALL, RETAINING: A wall or terraced combination of walls used to retain soil or
similar material, that is not used to support, provide a foundation for, or provide a wall for a
building or structure.

YARD: A required open, unoccupied space on a lot, unobstructed from the ground to the
sky, except for those encroachments allowed under Section 6.1.2 of this Chapter.

YARD, ESTABLISHED FRONT, RESIDENTIAL: The established front yard shall
be calculated as the average of the existing front yard setbacks as measured from the front lot
line to the principal structure along the same side of the street and on the same block. Where
there are five (5) or more principal structures on said block, the shortest and longest setbacks
shall be eliminated in the making of the computation. The established front yard setback shall be
permanently set using the principal structure locations of said block as of July 1, 2003.

YARD, ESTABLISHED FRONT, COMMERCIAL: A front yard that exists when a
set composed of fifty percent (50%) or more of the lots on the same block and fronting the same
street as the lot in question are developed with front yards that have a depth which varies by no
more than five feet (5’) from each other and give the appearance of a uniform setback from the
street. The established front yard shall be calculated as the smallest front yard setback of all the
lots in the set described in the preceding sentence whose existing front yard setbacks vary by no
more than five feet (5’) from each other. In the event that the prevailing development on a block
would permit the identification of multiple sets of lots on that block that satisfy the description
set forth in the first sentence of this definition, then the set of lots used to calculate the
established front yard for said block shall be the set which results in the smallest front yard
setback.

YARD, FRONT: A yard extending along the full length of a front lot line and back to a
line drawn parallel to the front lot line at a distance equal to the depth of the required front yard
setback. (See diagram.)
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YARD, REAR: A yard extending along the full length of the rear lot line, (except as
qualified in the definition Yard, Side) and back to a line drawn parallel to the rear lot line at a
distance equal to the depth of the required rear yard setback. (See diagram.)

YARD, SIDE COMBINED: The combined width of the two side yards, which are
bounded by the rear yard setback line, the front yard setback line, both side yard setback lines,
(which when added together meets the combined side yard setback requirements for the property),
and both side property lines. For the purpose of meeting the minimum combined side yard setback
requirements, this is measured from the closest point of each side of the principal structure to both
side lot lines.
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YARD, SIDE: A yard extending along a side lot line and back to a line drawn parallel to
the side lot line at a distance therefrom equal to the width of the required minimum side yard, but
excluding any area encompassed within a front yard or rear yard, (except that for corner lots the
side yard adjoining the street shall encompass the rear yard to the rear lot line). Dimensions of
minimum side yard specified in the district regulations of this ordinance refer to the required
width of each side yard rather than to the total width of both side yards, unless otherwise
specified. (See diagram.)

Measurement of Front, Side, and Rear Yards

YARD LINE: A line in a lot which is parallel to the lot line along which the applicable
yard extends and which is not nearer to such lot line at any point than the required depth of the
applicable yard.
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: The Zoning Board of Appeals of the Village.

ZONING DISTRICT: One of the districts into which this Chapter has divided the Village,
as set forth on the Zoning District Map.

ZONING DISTRICT, NON-RESIDENTIAL: An NR, VC, GC-1, GC-2, PCD-1, PCD-
2, PCD-3, or OR district, as established in this Chapter and identified on the Zoning District Map.

ZONING DISTRICT, RESIDENTIAL: An R, R1, R2, R3, or R4 district, as established
in this Chapter and identified on the Zoning District Map.

ZONING DISTRICT MAP: The Zoning District Map of the Village that has been
adopted by the Village Board of Trustees.
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ARTICLE 3

DECISION-MAKING AND ADMINISTRATIVE BODIES

PART 1: BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Section 20-3.1.1. Powers and duties

Without limiting any authority granted to the Village Board of Trustees by state law or by
other ordinances of the Village, the Board of Trustees shall have the following powers and duties
with respect to this Chapter, to be carried out in accordance with the terms of this Chapter:

(a) To adopt amendments to the text of this Chapter; and

(b) To adopt amendments to the Zoning District Map; and

(c) To adopt amendments to the Comprehensive Plan; and

(d) To approve (with or without conditions) or deny requests for variation from the
terms of this Chapter; and

(e) To approve (with or without conditions) or deny applications for special uses, as
identified and established in this Chapter; and

(f) Such additional powers as may be set forth in this Chapter.

PART 2: ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Section 20-3.2.1. Powers and duties

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the following powers and duties, to be carried out
in accordance with the terms of this Chapter:

(a) To hear and decide all appeals from an administrative order, requirement, decision,
or determination, as specified in Article 4, Part 7 of this Chapter, made by the Director of
Community Development pursuant to the terms of this Chapter; and

(b) To hear and make recommendations to the Board of Trustees on all requests for
variation from the terms of this Chapter; and



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Article 3, Decision-Making Bodies Page 39

(c) To hear and make recommendations to the Board of Trustees on all applications for
special uses; and

(d) To adopt such rules of procedure, not in conflict with this Chapter or other
applicable ordinances, as are necessary for the administration of its duties consistent with the terms
of this Chapter; and

(e) Such additional powers that may be necessary and appropriate to exercise the
powers enumerated above.

Section 20-3.2.2. Membership and officers

(a) All members of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be residents of the Village of
Wilmette.

(b) The Zoning Board of Appeals shall consist of seven members appointed by the
President and confirmed by the Board of Trustees. Each member so appointed shall serve for a term
of five years. No member shall serve for more than two consecutive terms.

(c) One of the members so appointed shall be named as the Chairperson of the Zoning
Board of Appeals by the President and confirmed by the Board of Trustees.

(d) The President and the Board of Trustees shall have the power, after a public hearing,
to remove any member of the Zoning Board of Appeals for good cause shown.

(e) Vacancies on the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be filled for the unexpired term of
the member whose place has become vacant in the manner herein provided for the appointment of
such member. When a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals has been unable or has failed to
attend three consecutive meetings of the Zoning Board of Appeals, such absence shall be construed
as resignation from the Zoning Board of Appeals and the member shall be so notified in writing by
the President. A vacancy thus created shall be filled as any other vacancy.

Section 20-3.2.3. Meetings, hearings, and procedures

(a) The Zoning Board of Appeals shall meet not less often than once every month
unless the Chairperson determines that there are no pending matters to form an agenda. All
hearings and meetings conducted by the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be open to the public.
Special meetings of the Zoning Board of Appeals may be called by the Chairperson.

(b) In all proceedings of the Board, the Chairperson of the Zoning Board of Appeals
shall have the power to administer oaths and to compel by subpoena the attendance and testimony
of witnesses and the production of books and papers.
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(c) The Zoning Board of Appeals shall keep minutes of its proceedings showing the
vote of each member present upon each question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact,
and shall also keep records of its hearings and other official actions. The minutes shall be approved
by a majority of the Board members then present and voting. A copy of every rule or regulation,
every appeal, every application for variation or special use, and every recommendation, order,
requirement, decision, or determination of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be kept in the office
of the Director of Community Development and shall be a public record.

(d) The Chairperson of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the right to cast a vote
on all matters where a vote is taken.

(e) No meeting or hearing of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be called to order nor
shall any business be transacted by the Board, without a quorum being present consisting of at least
four members of the Zoning Board of Appeals. The concurring vote of four members of the Zoning
Board of Appeals is required to reverse or modify any order, requirement, decision, or
determination of the Director of Community Development, or to decide in favor of the applicant any
matter upon which this Chapter requires the Zoning Board of Appeals to pass.

Section 20-3.2.4. Hearings that may be conducted by a separate hearing panel

(a) For any public hearing which this Chapter requires to be conducted by the Zoning
Board of Appeals regarding construction of, enlargement of, modification of, or any other work on a
detached dwelling or any use or structure accessory thereto, a hearing panel may be appointed, in
accordance with this Section, to conduct the public hearing and to prepare any report or
recommendation required by this Chapter as the outcome of such hearing. However, this Section
shall not apply to hearings for administrative appeals brought under Article 4, Part 7 of this Chapter.

(b) The Zoning Board of Appeals may appoint one or more hearing panels where, in the
Board’s judgment, such panels are needed to expedite the Board’s public hearing caseload and cases
are pending which are suitable for assignment to such panels. In addition, the Board may appoint a
hearing panel when requested by the applicant as a means of expediting the processing of his or her
application. Hearing panels are not to be appointed on a regular basis, but only where the number
of pending applications creates such a demand for public hearings that the Zoning Board of Appeals
cannot review and process applications in a timely manner.

(c) A hearing panel shall consist of three current members of the Zoning Board of
Appeals. The Chairperson shall appoint one member of the hearing panel to chair the panel. No
action shall be taken by the hearing panel without the affirmative vote of two members of the panel.
Any requirement stated elsewhere in this Chapter that the Zoning Board of Appeals shall take no
action without a particular number of votes shall not apply to the actions of hearing panels
appointed in accordance with this Section.

(d) Any public hearing conducted by a hearing panel shall comply with all notice
requirements and other requirements set forth in this Chapter for a public hearing conducted by the
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full Zoning Board of Appeals. This shall include the notice requirements and other requirements set
forth in Article 4, Part 8 of this Chapter.

(e) In conducting the public hearing, the hearing panel shall have all powers granted by
this Chapter to the full Zoning Board of Appeals in conducting public hearings. This shall include
the preparation of a report and recommendation to the Board of Trustees as the outcome of the
hearing.

(f) Copies of this report and recommendation shall be transmitted to all members of the
Zoning Board of Appeals as soon as they are issued by the hearing panel. However, no such report
and recommendation of the hearing panel shall be transmitted to the Board of Trustees for 14 days
after their issuance. During this 14-day period, members of the Zoning Board of Appeals may
notify the Director of Community Development that they desire to have the full Zoning Board of
Appeals review the report and recommendation.

(g) If four members of the Zoning Board of Appeals notify the Director of Community
Development that they desire to have the full Zoning Board of Appeals review the hearing panel’s
report and recommendation, then a further public hearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals shall
be conducted with regard to the application. This hearing shall comply with all notice requirements
and other requirements set forth in this Chapter for a public hearing conducted by the Zoning Board
of Appeals. At such hearing, the Board shall accept further evidence in addition to that evidence
accepted at the original hearing before the hearing panel. Upon conclusion of the public hearing, a
report and recommendation shall be prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees. The report
and recommendation may be an affirmance or modification of the original report and
recommendation of the hearing panel, or may constitute a new and separate report and
recommendation. Where the report and recommendation is a modification of the original report and
recommendation of the hearing panel, the modifications shall be noted in the report as submitted to
the Board of Trustees in conjunction with the application. Where a new and separate report and
recommendation is prepared, both the new report and recommendation and the original report and
recommendation of the hearing panel shall be submitted to the Board of Trustees in conjunction
with the application.

Section 20-3.2.5. Staff

(a) The Director of Community Development, and such other members of the
Department of Community Development as the Director may designate, shall serve as the staff of
the Zoning Board of Appeals.

(b) The Director of Community Development shall be an ex-officio non-voting member
of the Zoning Board of Appeals, and shall act as Secretary to the Zoning Board of Appeals.

(c) The Corporation Counsel shall serve as counsel to the Zoning Board of Appeals.
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PART 3: PLAN COMMISSION

Section 20-3.3.1. Powers and duties

The Plan Commission shall have the duties and responsibilities set forth in Section 2-18.1.3
of the Village Code, to be carried out in accordance with the terms of this Chapter and Chapter 15
of the Village Code.

PART 4: APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION

Section 20-3.4.1. Powers and duties

The Appearance Review Commission shall have the following powers and duties, to be
carried out in accordance with the terms of this Chapter:

(a) To review and pass on all applications for an Appearance Review Certificate as set
forth in Article 4, Part 9 of this Chapter; and

(b) To issue preliminary appearance review recommendations for developments which
involve review by another Board or Commission, including but not limited to the Plan Commission
and Zoning Board of Appeals; and

(c) To hear all requests for variations from the provisions of the Sign Ordinance (Article
9 of this Chapter) and to make recommendations to the Board of Trustees for the granting or denial
of such requests; and

(d) To recommend variations from the Sign Ordinance for properties subject to
appearance review, provided that such variations do not conflict with the general intent of the Sign
Ordinance or the purpose and objectives of the appearance review process; and

(e) To hear appeals from actions taken by the Director of Community Development in
administering the Sign Ordinance and to make recommendations to the Board of Trustees for the
disposition of such appeals; and

(f) To adopt such rules of procedure, not in conflict with this Chapter or other
applicable ordinances, as are necessary for the administration of its duties consistent with the terms
of this Chapter.
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Section 20-3.4.2. Members and officers

(a) All members of the Appearance Review Commission shall be residents of the
Village of Wilmette.

(b) The Appearance Review Commission shall consist of seven members appointed by
the President and confirmed by the Board of Trustees. In making these appointments, the President
should, to the maximum extent possible, appoint persons with relevant education and/or experience
in the fields of architecture, landscape architecture, graphic design, interior design, urban planning,
real estate development and transactions, construction, and engineering, so that the membership of
the Commission includes, to the greatest extent practicable, persons of diverse professional
background. Each member so appointed shall serve a term of five years. Initial terms shall be
staggered. No member shall serve for more than two consecutive terms.

(c) One of the members so appointed shall be named as Chairperson of the Appearance
Review Commission by the President and confirmed by the Board of Trustees.

(d) The President and the Board of Trustees shall have the power, after a public hearing,
to remove any member of the Appearance Review Commission for good cause shown.

(e) Vacancies on the Appearance Review Commission shall be filled for the unexpired
term of the member whose place has become vacant in the manner herein provided for the
appointment of such member. When a member of the Appearance Review Commission has been
unable or has failed to attend three consecutive meetings of the Appearance Review Commission,
such absence shall be construed as resignation from the Appearance Review Commission and the
member shall be so notified in writing by the President. A vacancy thus created shall be filled as
any other vacancy.

Section 20-3.4.3. Meetings and procedures

(a) The Appearance Review Commission shall meet not less often than once every
month unless the Chairperson determines that there are no pending matters to form an agenda. All
meetings conducted by the Appearance Review Commission shall be open to the public. Special
meetings of the Appearance Review Commission may be called by the Chairperson.

(b) No meeting of the Appearance Review Commission shall be called to order, nor
shall any business be transacted by the Commission, without a quorum being present consisting of
at least four members of the Appearance Review Commission. All actions to issue an Appearance
Review Certificate, a preliminary appearance review recommendation, a recommendation on an
appeal of an administrative order under the Sign Ordinance, or a recommendation to grant or deny a
variation from the Sign Ordinance shall require the concurring vote of four members of the
Appearance Review Commission.
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(c) The Appearance Review Commission shall keep minutes of its proceedings showing
the vote of each member present upon each question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating such
fact, and shall also keep records of its meetings and other official actions. The minutes shall be
approved by a majority of the Commission members present and voting. In addition, the Director of
Community Development shall maintain all records of all meetings and proceedings of the
Appearance Review Commission.

(d) The Chairperson of the Appearance Review Commission shall have the right to cast
a vote on all matters where a vote is taken.

Section 20-3.4.4. Staff

(a) The Director of Community Development, and such other members of the
Department of Community Development as the Director may designate, shall serve as the staff of
the Appearance Review Commission.

(b) The Director of Community Development shall be an ex-officio non-voting member
of the Appearance Review Commission, and shall serve as Secretary of the Appearance Review
Commission.

(c) The Corporation Counsel shall serve as counsel to the Appearance Review
Commission.

PART 5: DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Section 20-3.5.1. Powers and duties

In addition to any authority granted by other ordinances of the Village, the Department of
Community Development, under the direction and supervision of the Director of Community
Development, shall have the following powers and duties, to be carried out in accordance with the
terms of this Chapter:

(a) To maintain permanent and current records under this Chapter, including but not
limited to all map amendments and special uses, variations, appeals, and applications therefor, and
to designate on the Zoning District Map each authorized amendment; and

(b) To forward to the appropriate reviewing body all documents and information
pertaining to applications for special uses, variations, amendments, appeals, and other matters which
are referred to the reviewing bodies; and

(c) To review and approve plans submitted by applicants for development approval in
conformity with the terms of this Chapter, and to make and maintain records thereof and issue
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permits; and

(d) To issue certificates of occupancy, and to make and maintain records thereof; and

(e) To conduct inspections of buildings, structures, and uses of land to determine
compliance with this Chapter and other applicable ordinances; and

(f) To keep such records which the Village of Wilmette requires to be kept in regard to
building and zoning; and

(g) To issue permits for the erection of structures in accordance with Chapter 9 of the
Village Code.



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page 46 Article 4, Development Review Procedures

ARTICLE 4

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW PROCEDURES

PART 1: REQUIRED PERMITS, CERTIFICATES, AND APPROVALS

Section 20-4.1.1. Building permit

Where Chapter 9 of the Village Code [Housing and Building Codes] requires a building
permit, no development shall occur until and unless the Director of Community Development has
issued a building permit for that development in accordance with the terms of this Chapter and
Chapter 10 of the Village Code. No building permit shall be issued for a building or structure that
does not comply with the terms of this Chapter.

Section 20-4.1.2. Special use approval

No use identified by this Chapter as a "special use" shall be established without the approval
of the Board of Trustees in accordance with the procedures established in Part 3 of this Article. No
application for a building permit or certificate of occupancy for a special use shall be considered by
the Village until after the Board of Trustees has approved the proposed special use.

Section 20-4.1.3. Letter of interpretation

(a) The Director of Community Development may, subject to the procedures and
limitations of this Section, issue letters of interpretation of the provisions of this Chapter. A letter of
interpretation is intended to serve as a clarification or interpretation of one or more standards or
requirements of this Chapter as it relates to a particular type of development on a particular
property.

(b) The Director of Community Development shall issue a letter of interpretation in the
following circumstances:

(1) at the written request of a developer proposing to take any action which
would require the issuance of a permit, certificate, or variation under this
Chapter;

(2) at the written request of any person opposing such action by a developer
when the Director is not requiring the developer to obtain a permit,
certificate, or variation which the opponent believes is necessary; or

(3) at the written request of any person opposing the issuance of a permit,
certificate, or variation which has been requested under this Chapter. Such a
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request shall set forth the facts and circumstances that are the basis for the
request for an interpretation, including a description of the proposed
development, and the precise interpretation claimed by the requestor to be
correct. No request for a letter of interpretation shall be entertained when it
does not concern an actual proposal for development. The person requesting
a letter of interpretation shall, at the request of the Director of Community
Development, discuss the request with the Director before the Director is
required to issue a letter of interpretation.

(c) No letter of interpretation issued prior to the issuance of a permit, certificate, or
variation under this Chapter shall itself authorize the establishment of a use or the carrying out of
any development, but shall merely provide guidance in the preparation, filing, or processing of
applications for any permits or approvals which may be required by this Chapter for that use or
development.

(d) Any letter of interpretation issued by the Director of Community Development shall
specify the facts, reasons, analysis, and standards upon which the interpretation is based.

(e) Within seven days of issuing a letter of interpretation pursuant to subsection (b)
above, or any other letter of interpretation where the Director determines that the public interest
requires notice thereof, the Director of Community Development shall provide notice of the
issuance of the interpretation to the owners and occupants of all lots any part of which lie within 250
feet of the boundaries of the subject property, not excluding streets and alleys. Such notice shall be
delivered by first-class mail and shall contain the address or location of the subject property and a
copy of the letter of interpretation. Such notice shall state that the letter of interpretation may be
appealed to the Zoning Board of Appeals, in accordance with Article 4, Part 7 of this Chapter,
within 45 days of the date the notice is mailed. The letter of interpretation shall include a statement
to the requestor that the interpretation is subject to such an appeal.

Section 20-4.1.4. Certificate of occupancy

(a) No new building or structure shall be used or occupied until and unless a certificate
of occupancy has been issued by the Director of Community Development. No addition or
structural alteration to any existing building or structure, other than a single-family detached
dwelling, shall be used or occupied until and unless a certificate of occupancy has been issued by
the Director of Community Development. No new non-residential use, and no change in the
occupancy of an existing non-residential use, shall be established until and unless a certificate of
occupancy has been issued by the Director of Community Development.

(b) Where no building permit is required, an application for a certificate of occupancy
shall be made to the Director of Community Development.

(c) Every certificate of occupancy required by virtue of a change in use or occupancy in
a non-residential zoning district shall be permanently posted in a prominent place on the premises at
all times.
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(d) A certificate of occupancy shall be issued only after the Director of Community
Development has inspected the premises and finds that the premises comply with all applicable
standards and requirements for the zoning district in which they are located, and that the use or
structure conforms to the plans and specifications for which the building permit was issued. The
Director of Community Development may issue a temporary or conditional certificate of occupancy
to allow the building, structure, or lot to be occupied for the proposed use, provided that such
certificate shall become final and effective only upon full compliance with the requirements of this
Chapter.

(e) Every certificate of occupancy shall be dated, shall state the use or occupancy of the
land or structure involved, shall state that the use or occupancy complies with the terms of this
Chapter, and shall be signed by the Director of Community Development.

(f) The certificate of occupancy shall be issued, or written notice shall be given to the
applicant specifying the reasons a certificate of occupancy cannot be issued, no later than 14 days
after the Director of Community Development is notified in writing that the building or premises are
ready for occupancy.

Section 20-4.1.5. Temporary use or structure permit

(a) Any temporary use or structure which is not otherwise treated by this Chapter as a
permitted use or special use in a particular zoning district shall not be conducted or erected without
a temporary use or structure permit issued by the Board of Trustees or the Director of Community
Development, in accordance with this Section and Article 6, Part 5 of this Chapter. This Section
shall not override, and shall not substitute for, any other section of this Chapter or the Village Code
that requires another type of permit, certificate, or approval.

(b) An application for a temporary use or structure permit shall be filed with the
Director of Community Development on a form prescribed by the Board of Trustees.

(c) No temporary use or structure permit shall allow maintenance or continuation of the
structure or activity for a period of more than six months. An applicant who has obtained a
temporary use or structure permit may request an extension of the permit period by filing with the
Director of Community Development a letter stating the reasons for the request. The Director of
Community Development shall transmit the letter to the Board of Trustees, which at a regular
meeting may grant the request for good cause shown by the applicant.

(d) An applicant who requests a temporary permit for a structure or activity which will
continue for more than five days shall give written notice to the owners and occupants of lots any
part of which lie within 250 feet of the property lines of the lot for which the application has been
filed. Such notices shall be delivered by hand or by mail. Any notice which is delivered by hand
shall be given as follows: in the case of a person, to the person entitled to the notice or a member of
that person’s household over the age of 13; in the case of a corporation, to any officer, manager, or
registered agent; and in the case of a partnership, to any general partner or manager. Any notice that
is delivered by mail shall be sent to the person’s last known address by first class mail, postage pre-
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paid. All such notices shall be given not more than 45 days nor less than ten days in advance of the
special meeting of the Board of Trustees at which the application will be considered. In addition,
the applicant shall file a sworn affidavit, on a form provided by the Director of Community
Development, containing a complete list of the names and last known addresses of the persons
entitled to notice and the method by which notice was delivered to each of them. This affidavit
shall be filed with the Director of Community Development no less than five days in advance of the
scheduled meeting date, exclusive of the date of the meeting itself.

The Director of Community Development may require an applicant to give written notice for a
structure or activity that will continue for five days or less when the Director of Community
Development reasonably determines that the proposed structure or activity is of such scope or
magnitude that it will impact the surrounding neighborhood due to temporarily increased traffic,
parking, noise, artificial sound or lighting, or other effects warranting prior notice to affected
properties. Such notice shall be provided in the manner provided in described in paragraph (d) of
this Section.

Section 20-4.1.6. Fence permit

No fence, wall, or similar structure shall be erected until and unless a fence permit has been
obtained from the Director of Community Development in accordance with Section 9-3.3.1 of the
Village Code. A fence permit shall not be issued for any structure that does not meet the
requirements of this Chapter, unless a variation has been granted by the Board of Trustees in
accordance with Part 4 of this Article.

Section 20-4.1.7. Notice of issuance of certificates of occupancy, fence permits, and building
permits

(a) Upon receiving a certificate of occupancy, fence permit, or building permit, except
for a building permit which allows only internal modifications to a building, the applicant shall
immediately post on the subject property a notice indicating that such permit or certificate has been
issued by the Village. The notice shall be provided by the Department of Community
Development, in a form approved by the Board of Trustees. The notice shall be posted in a
prominent place on the subject property, in a manner clearly visible from the public way. The
notice shall remain posted for such period of time as an Administrative Appeal may be filed
pursuant to Section 20-4.7.4(a).

(b) Every certificate of occupancy, fence permit, and building permit shall be
accompanied by the following statement: "ISSUANCE OF THIS PERMIT/CERTIFICATE IS
SUBJECT TO APPEAL BY ANY AGGRIEVED PARTY TO THE ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS FOR A PERIOD OF ______ DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF ISSUANCE. ANY
WORK PERFORMED PURSUANT TO THIS PERMIT/CERTIFICATE DURING THIS _____
DAYS IS ENTIRELY AT THE RISK OF THE APPLICANT." The Department shall insert into
the blanks in each certificate issued the appropriate number of days for Administrative Appeal as
provided in Section 20-4.7.4(a).
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Section 20-4.1.8. Site plan review

Every application for a construction permit, including building, electrical, and plumbing, for
any new construction, exterior modification, building addition, or parking lot construction or
modification shall be subject to site plan review and approval in accordance with Section 9-3.7 of
the Village Code. This requirement shall not apply to applications for construction or remodeling of
detached dwellings or structures accessory thereto.

Section 20-4.1.9. Appearance Review Certificate

Where Section 4.9.2 of this Chapter requires an Appearance Review Certificate, no building
permit, fence permit, sign permit, or certificate of occupancy shall be issued, and no development
shall occur, until and unless a certificate has been issued by the Appearance Review Commission in
accordance with the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 9 of this Chapter.

Section 20-4.1.10. Affordable housing consultation procedure

Section 20-4.1.10.1 Applicability

The provisions of this Section 20-4.1.10 and its subsections shall be applicable to the
following types of construction projects that are required to obtain any variation, special use
permit, appearance review certificate or other authorization provided for under the provisions of
this Chapter 20:

(a) Multi-family dwellings, either newly constructed or as part of the rehabilitation or
remodeling of an existing structure where the valuation for building permit fee purposes under
Section 9.3.3 of this Chapter exceeds 50% of the building’s value prior to said remodeling or
rehabilitation.

(b) Mixed-use commercial buildings with two or more residential occupancies that
are:

(1) Newly constructed or as part of the rehabilitation or remodeling of an
existing structure where the valuation for building permit fee purposes
under Section 9-3.3 of Chapter 9 of the Wilmette Village Code exceeds
50% of the building’s value prior to said remodeling or rehabilitation; and,

(2) Located in the following zoning districts, as they are defined in this
Chapter 20, as amended: Village Center (VC), Neighborhood Retail (NR),
General Commercial 1 (GC-1), or General Commercial 2 (GC-2).

(c) The provisions of this Section 20-4.1.10 shall not apply to a construction project
with 15% or more affordable housing units included in the project, as proposed.
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Section 20-4.1.10.2 Prior consultation concerning affordable housing required

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter, prior to submitting to the
Department of Community Development any application for any variation, special use permit,
appearance review certificate or other land development authorization required by this Chapter
for a construction project identified in Subsection 20-4.1.10.1, the applicant shall meet with the
Director of Community Development or the Director’s designee. At such meeting, the Director
of Community Development shall provide the prospective permit applicant with a copy of the
Village of Wilmette Affordable Housing Plan and will discuss with the prospective applicant
whether there are reasonable options for including affordable housing units in the project.
Additionally, at such meeting, the Director of Community Development shall provide the
prospective applicant a copy of the Planned Use Development provisions of the Village of
Wilmette Zoning Ordinance and related provisions of the Wilmette Village Code.

(b) The meeting required in paragraph (a) of this Subsection shall be held at least 60
calendar days prior to the date when an applicant for a construction project covered by Section
20-4.1.10.1 files an application with the Village, provided that after the required meeting, the
Village Board by resolution may waive any remaining portion of the 60-day waiting period in
cases where it determines that requiring an exhaustion of the waiting period would not serve the
purposes of the Plan.

PART 2: PERMITTED USES

Section 20-4.2.1. Purpose

The classification of "permitted uses" is established to provide for the location of particular
uses which are considered appropriate within a given zoning district and require no special
treatment under this Chapter different from the provisions generally applying to the zoning district
in which the use is located. Only those uses that Articles 5 and 6 of this Chapter designate as
“permitted uses” in a given district shall be treated as such.

Section 20-4.2.2. Permits required

No use designated as a permitted use shall be established until after the person proposing
such use has applied for and received all permits or certificates of occupancy required under Part 1
of this Article.

Section 20-4.2.3. Application requirements

An application for a permit or certificate of occupancy for a permitted use may be filed only
by the owner of the lot on which the use is to be located, an agent, lessee, or contract purchaser
specifically authorized by the owner to file such application, or any unit of government which is not
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the owner of the lot but proposes to acquire the lot by purchase, gift, or eminent domain. Where an
agent, lessee, or contract purchaser files the application, the agent, lessee, or contract purchaser shall
provide the Village with written documentation that the owner of the property has authorized the
filing of the application.

Section 20-4.2.4. Action on the application

Upon receiving an application for a permit or certificate of occupancy for a permitted use,
the Director of Community Development shall review the application to determine whether the
proposed use complies with the terms of this Chapter. No permit or certificate of occupancy shall
be approved for a use which does not comply with the terms of this Chapter applying to that use or
to the district in which the use is to be located. Where the proposed use does comply with the terms
of this Chapter, then the Director of Community Development shall issue the appropriate permit or
certificate of occupancy within a reasonable time.

Section 20-4.2.5. Effect of approval

The issuance of a permit or certificate of occupancy for a permitted use allows the owner of
the property, and any subsequent owner, to establish and continue the use for which the permit or
certificate of occupancy is issued.

PART 3: SPECIAL USES

Section 20-4.3.1. Purpose

The classification of "special uses" is established to provide for the location of those uses
which are generally compatible with the other land uses permitted in a zoning district but which,
because of their unique characteristics or potential impacts on the surrounding neighborhood and the
Village as a whole, require individual consideration of their location, design, configuration, and/or
operation at the particular location proposed. Such individual consideration may also call for the
imposition of individualized conditions in order to ensure that the use is appropriate at a particular
location. This includes uses that are publicly operated or traditionally affected with the public
interest. For publicly operated uses, the Village will also consider the public need for the use but,
with regard to whether this public need exists, shall defer to the determinations made by the unit of
government operating the use. Only those uses designated in Articles 5 and 6 as "special uses" in a
given district shall be treated as such.

Section 20-4.3.2. Special use approval required

No use identified by this Chapter as a "special use" shall be established without the approval
of the Board of Trustees in accordance with the procedures and standards established in this Part.
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Any addition to or expansion of an existing special use shall be permitted only in accordance with
the same procedures and standards established under this Part for new special uses. Where the
addition or expansion is for a special use owned or operated by the Village itself, or by a public
school district, public library district, or public park district governed by a board or commission
elected by the residents of the Village, the terms of Section 4.10.2 of this Chapter shall apply for the
purpose of determining whether the addition or expansion requires new approval under this Part.

Section 20-4.3.3. Application requirements; Determination of completeness

(a) An application for approval of a special use may be filed only by the owner of the lot
on which the use is to be located, an agent, lessee, or contract purchaser specifically authorized by
the owner to file such application, or any unit of government which is not the owner of the lot but
proposes to acquire the lot by purchase, gift, or condemnation. Where an agent, lessee, or contract
purchaser files the application, the agent, lessee, or contract purchaser shall provide the Village with
written documentation that the owner of the property has authorized the filing of the application.

(b) Before filing the application, the applicant is strongly encouraged to meet with the
Director of Community Development to discuss the proposed work and to become more familiar
with the applicable requirements and approval procedures of the Village.

(c) An application for approval of a special use shall be filed with the Director of
Community Development on a form prescribed by the Zoning Board of Appeals. The application
shall include a written statement by the applicant and adequate evidence showing that the proposed
special use will conform to the standards set forth in this Chapter for special uses. The application
shall be accompanied by such plans, data, or both specified by the rules of the Zoning Board of
Appeals. If the proposed special use will involve the construction, demolition, or external
modification of any structure, then the application must be accompanied by a site plan showing the
proposed work and other site features relevant to review of the proposed use under this Chapter.
Where deemed necessary by the Zoning Board of Appeals, the application shall also be
accompanied by an analysis of the traffic generation and traffic impact of the proposed special use.

(d) The Director of Community Development shall determine whether the application
for approval of the special use is complete. If the Director determines that the application is not
complete, then he or she shall notify the applicant of any deficiencies and shall take no further steps
to process the application until the deficiencies are remedied. Once the application is complete, the
Director of Community Development shall schedule the application for consideration at a public
hearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Section 20-4.3.4. Staff review of application

After determining that the application is complete, the Director of Community Development
shall review the application and may deliver copies of the application to other appropriate
government agencies for review and comment. Prior to the scheduled public hearing, the Director
of Community Development shall deliver to the Zoning Board of Appeals copies of the complete
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application and a written report summarizing the facts of the case, including all relevant documents
and incorporating or summarizing the comments of the Department of Community Development
and other agencies. The Director of Community Development shall also deliver a copy of this
written report to the applicant prior to the scheduled public hearing.

Section 20-4.3.5. Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals

(a) Upon receiving the application and report from the Director, the Zoning Board of
Appeals shall hold at least one public hearing on the proposed special use. Notice of the public
hearing shall be provided and the public hearing shall be conducted in accordance with Article 4,
Part 8 of this Chapter.

(b) In considering the application, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall review the
application, the standards and requirements established by this Chapter for the proposed special use,
the report of the Director of Community Development, and any oral and written comments received
by the Zoning Board of Appeals before or at the public hearing.

(c) The Zoning Board of Appeals shall not recommend approval of any special use
unless there is a concurring vote of a majority of all members present, with a minimum of four
concurring votes required, based on findings of fact that the proposed special use meets the
standards set forth in Section 4.3.6 below and all other requirements set forth by this Chapter for the
proposed special use.

(d) Within a reasonable time, all findings of the Zoning Board of Appeals arrived at in
each case after the public hearing shall be submitted with an appropriate report and recommendation
to the Board of Trustees. In its report to the Board of Trustees, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall
include a recommendation as to whether the special use should run with the land or terminate when
the activity ceases to be conducted by the user. In making such a recommendation, the Zoning
Board of Appeals shall be guided by the principle that if the property or structure on or in which the
activity is conducted can, upon termination of the activity, be readily used for an activity which is a
permitted use within the applicable zoning district, then the special use should be personal to the
user and terminate when the user ceases to conduct the activity. The recommendation of the Zoning
Board of Appeals may specify conditions to approval of the special use as may be necessary to
satisfy the standards set forth in Section 4.3.6, below and to reduce or minimize any injurious effect
of the proposed use on other property in the neighborhood.

(e) In reviewing housing for the elderly or a congregate housing facility for the elderly
as a special use, the Zoning Board of Appeals may consider and recommend a waiver or
modification of such other regulations of the zoning district and other provisions of this Chapter as
it determines is necessary to accommodate the development of elderly housing.

Section 20-4.3.6. Standards of review

(a) All proposed special uses shall meet the following standards:
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(1) The proposed use will be consistent with the goals and policies of the
Comprehensive Plan; and

(2) The establishment, maintenance, or operation of the proposed use will not be
detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, comfort, or general
welfare; and

(3) The proposed use will not be injurious to the use or enjoyment of other
property in the neighborhood for the purposes permitted in the district; and

(4) The establishment of the special use will not impede the normal and orderly
development and improvement of surrounding properties for uses permitted
in the zoning district; and

(5) The proposed use will not substantially diminish property values in the
neighborhood; and

(6) Adequate utilities, road access, drainage, and other necessary facilities
already exist or will be provided to serve the proposed use; and

(7) Adequate measures already exist or will be taken to provide ingress and
egress to the proposed use in a manner that minimizes traffic congestion in
the public streets; and

(8) The proposed use will be consistent with the community character of the
neighborhood of the parcel proposed for development; and

(9) Development of the proposed use will not substantially adversely affect a
known archaeological, historical, or cultural resource located on or off of the
parcel proposed for development; and

(10) The applicant has made adequate legal provision to guarantee the provision
and development of any buffers, landscaping, public open space, and other
improvements associated with the proposed use; and

(11) The proposed use will meet any and all additional standards specified in
Article 5 for such a use, where listed in Article 5 as an allowable special use
in the zoning district.

(b) Where an application for a special use is filed by the Village itself, or by a public
school district, public library district, or public park district governed by a board or commission
elected by the residents of the Village, the standards set forth in (a) above shall be modified in
accordance with Section 4.10.3 of this Chapter.
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Section 20-4.3.7. Action by the Board of Trustees; Conditions; Exceptions

(a) Upon receiving the report and recommendation of the Zoning Board of Appeals, and
without further public hearing, the Board of Trustees may:

(1) deny the application; or

(2) refer the application back to the Zoning Board of Appeals for further
consideration; or

(3) adopt an ordinance approving the special use.

(b) The Board of Trustees may attach such conditions to the approval as it deems
necessary to have the proposed use meet the standards set forth in Section 4.3.6 above and to
prevent or minimize adverse effects on other property in the neighborhood. Such conditions may
include, but are not limited to: limitations on size, bulk and location; requirements for landscaping,
signage, outdoor lighting, and the provision of adequate ingress and egress; limitations on the
duration of the approval; limitations on hours of operation; and the mitigation of environmental
impacts. Such conditions may be stricter than any requirement or limitation stated elsewhere in this
Chapter for the proposed use.

(c) In approving housing for the elderly or a congregate housing facility for the elderly
as a special use, the Board of Trustees also may waive or modify such other regulations of the
zoning district and other provisions of this Chapter as it determines is necessary to accommodate the
development of elderly housing.

(d) If the application fails to receive the approval of the Zoning Board of Appeals, then
the favorable vote of five members of the Board of Trustees shall be required to approve the special
use; however, the Board of Trustees may approve the special use by only a majority vote of those
members present and voting where the application is filed by the Village itself or by a public school
district, public library district, or public park district governed by a board or commission elected by
the residents of the Village. Any application which receives the approval of the Zoning Board of
Appeals may nevertheless be denied by a majority vote of the members of the Board of Trustees
present and voting.

Section 20-4.3.8. Effect of approval or denial

(a) Approval of the application by the Board of Trustees authorizes the applicant to
proceed with any necessary applications for building permits, certificates of occupancy, and other
permits that the Village may require for the proposed development. The Director of Community
Development shall review applications for these permits for compliance with the terms of the
special use approval granted by the Board of Trustees. No permit shall be issued for work that does
not comply with the terms of the special use approval.
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(b) The approval of a special use by the Board of Trustees shall be void if the recipient
does not file an application for a building permit or certificate of occupancy for the proposed
development within six months after the date of the ordinance approving the special use. An
applicant who has obtained special use approval may request an extension of this time period by
filing with the Director of Community Development a letter stating the reasons for the request. The
Director of Community Development shall transmit the letter to the Board of Trustees, which at a
regular meeting may grant the request for good cause shown by the applicant.

(c) No application for a special use shall be filed with or accepted by the Director of
Community Development that is identical or substantially similar to an application that has been
denied by the Board of Trustees within the previous 365 days.

(d) Each special use which is approved by the Board of Trustees, or which is a lawful
special use existing on the effective date of this Chapter, shall attach to the property itself and run
with the land, provided that any new owner or occupant who continues operation of the special use
shall do so only in accordance with the plans and conditions previously approved by the Board of
Trustees or, in the case of a lawful special use, only in the manner in which it existed on the
effective date of this Chapter. Any failure to conform to such plans and conditions shall rescind the
approval of the special use.

(e) Any discontinuation of an approved special use for a period of 180 consecutive days
shall constitute abandonment and shall rescind the approval of the special use. This shall not apply,
however, to a special use that is seasonal in nature, such as an outdoor tennis court or swimming
pool, so long as the use continues in operation each season.

Section 20-4.3.9. Amendments and alterations to approved special uses

(a) Except as provided under (b) below, any modifications to an approved special use
shall require separate review and approval under this Part as a special use. Any application for
approval of such a change, addition, or expansion shall be filed, processed, reviewed, and approved
or denied in the manner set forth above.

(b) Minor changes in the site plan or design details of an approved special use which are
consistent with the standards and conditions applying to the special use, such as a small shift in the
location of a building or structure, the realignment of parking spaces and aisles, the relocation of a
driveway, or a change in the selection of building materials, may be approved by the Director of
Community Development without obtaining separate approval by the Board of Trustees as required
in (a) above. Such changes may be approved only by the issuance of a letter of interpretation by the
Director which states that the proposed changes comply with all standards set forth in this Chapter
for that use and all conditions attached to approval of the special use by the Board of Trustees. The
Director of Community Development, at his or her discretion, may forward any request for such
changes to the Zoning Board of Appeals and Board of Trustees for full review and approval in
accordance with the requirements of this Part, as if the request were for the approval of a new
special use. No minor change approved by the Director of Community Development shall be
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inconsistent with any standard or condition imposed by the Board of Trustees in approving the
special use.

Section 20-4.3.10. Special uses requiring variations

If a special use involves one or more structures which do not conform to the regulations of
the district in which the special use is to be located, then no special use approval shall be granted
unless such nonconforming features have been corrected or variations have been granted with
respect to such nonconforming features. In all such cases, the applicant for special use approval
shall include in the special use application a request for all needed variations. Such request shall be
processed by the Zoning Board of Appeals in the same manner set forth in Part 4 of this Article for
variation applications not filed in conjunction with special use applications. The notices required
for such a variation application under Section 4.8.1 of this Chapter shall be incorporated into the
notices required under that Section for the special use application. The hearing required for such a
variation application under Section 4.8.2 of this Chapter shall be combined with the hearing on the
special use application. The recommendations of the Zoning Board of Appeals regarding such a
variation application shall be made a part of that Board’s report to the Board of Trustees regarding
the special use application.

PART 4: VARIATIONS

Section 20-4.4.1. Purpose and scope

The variation process is intended to provide limited relief from the requirements of this
Chapter in those cases where strict application of those requirements will create a practical difficulty
or unnecessary hardship prohibiting the use of land in a manner otherwise allowed under this
Chapter. It is not intended that variations be granted merely to remove inconveniences or financial
burdens that the requirements of this Chapter may impose on property owners in general. Rather, it
is intended to provide relief where the requirements of this Chapter render the land difficult to use
because of some unique physical attribute of the property itself or some other factor unique to the
property for which the variation is requested. In no event, however, shall the Village grant a
variation which would allow the establishment of a use which is not otherwise allowed in a zoning
district or which would change the zoning district classification of any or all of the affected
property.

Section 20-4.4.2. Filing of petitions; Determination of completeness

(a) An application for a variation may be filed only by the owner of the land affected by
the variation, an agent, lessee, or contract purchaser specifically authorized by the owner to file such
application, or any unit of government which is not the owner of the lot but proposes to acquire the
lot by purchase, gift, or condemnation. Where an agent, lessee, or contract purchaser files the
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application, the agent, lessee, or contract purchaser shall provide the Village with written
documentation that the owner of the property has authorized the filing of the application.

(b) Before filing the application, the applicant is strongly encouraged to meet with the
Director of Community Development to discuss the proposed work and to become more familiar
with the applicable requirements and approval procedures of the Village.

(c) An application for a variation shall be filed with the Director of Community
Development on a form prescribed by the Zoning Board of Appeals. The application shall include a
written statement by the applicant and adequate evidence showing that the proposed variation will
conform to the standards set forth in this Part. The application shall be accompanied by such plans,
data, or both specified by the rules of the Zoning Board of Appeals. If the proposed variation will
accommodate the construction, demolition, or external modification of any structure, then the
application must be accompanied by a site plan showing the proposed work and other site features
relevant to review of the proposed work under this Chapter.

(d) The Director of Community Development shall determine whether the application
for a variation is complete. If the Director determines that the application is not complete, then he
or she shall notify the applicant of any deficiencies and shall take no further steps to process the
application until the deficiencies are remedied. Once the application is complete, the Director of
Community Development shall schedule the application for consideration at a public hearing before
the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Section 20-4.4.3. Staff review

After determining that the application is complete, the Director of Community Development
shall review the application and may deliver copies of the application to other appropriate
government agencies for review and comment. Prior to the scheduled public hearing, the Director
of Community Development shall deliver to the Zoning Board of Appeals copies of the complete
application and a written report summarizing the facts of the case, including all relevant documents
and incorporating or summarizing the comments of the Department of Community Development
and other agencies. The Director of Community Development shall also deliver a copy of the
written report to the applicant prior to the scheduled public hearing.

Section 20-4.4.4. Action by Zoning Board of Appeals

(a) Upon receiving the application and report from the Director, the Zoning Board of
Appeals shall hold at least one public hearing on the proposed variation. Notice of the public
hearing shall be provided and the public hearing shall be conducted in accordance with Article 4,
Part 8 of this Chapter.

(b) In considering the application, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall review the
application, the general purpose and standards set forth in this Part for the granting of variations, the
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report of the Director of Community Development, and any oral and written comments received by
the Zoning Board of Appeals before or at the public hearing.

(c) The Zoning Board of Appeals shall not recommend the granting of any variation
unless there is a concurring vote of a majority of all members present, with a minimum of four
concurring votes required, based on findings of fact that the proposed variation meets the standards
set forth in this Chapter for the proposed variation.

(d) Within a reasonable time, all findings of the Zoning Board of Appeals arrived at in
each case after the public hearing shall be submitted with an appropriate report and recommendation
to the Board of Trustees. The recommendation of the Zoning Board of Appeals may specify such
conditions and restrictions upon the premises benefited by a variation as may be necessary to satisfy
the standards set forth in Section 4.4.5 below and to reduce or minimize any injurious effect of such
variation upon other property in the neighborhood.

Section 20-4.4.5. Standards of review

(a) A variation shall be granted only where the evidence presented in the particular case
shows that:

(1) The particular physical conditions, shape, or surroundings of the property
would impose upon the owner a practical difficulty or particular hardship, as
opposed to a mere inconvenience, if the requirements of this Chapter were
strictly enforced; and

(2) The plight of the property owner was not created by the owner and is due to
unique circumstances; and

(3) The difficulty or hardship is peculiar to the property in question and is not
generally shared by other properties classified in the same zoning district
and/or used for the same purposes; and

(4) The difficulty or hardship resulting from the application of this Chapter
would prevent the owner from making a reasonable use of the property;
however, the fact the property could be utilized more profitably with the
variation than without the variation shall not be considered as grounds for
granting the variation; and

(5) The proposed variation will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to
adjacent property or otherwise injure other property or its use, will not
substantially increase the danger of fire or otherwise endanger the public
health, safety and welfare, and will not substantially diminish or impair
property values within the neighborhood; and
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(6) The variation, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the
neighborhood and will be consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies
set forth in the Comprehensive Plan.

(b) Where an application for a variation is filed by the Village itself, or by a public
school district, public library district, or public park district governed by a board or commission
elected by the residents of the Village, the standards set forth in (a) above shall be modified in
accordance with Section 4.10.4 of this Chapter.

(c) Where an application for a variation involves the erection or restoration of a fence,
the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Board of Trustees, in addition to the standards in (a) above,
shall consider the factors set forth in Section 6.4.3(n) of this Chapter.

Section 20-4.4.6. Action by the Board of Trustees; Conditions

(a) Upon receiving the report and recommendation of the Zoning Board of Appeals, and
without further public hearing, the Board of Trustees may:

(1) deny the variation; or

(2) refer the application back to the Zoning Board of Appeals for further
consideration; or

(3) adopt an ordinance granting the variation.

(b) The Board of Trustees may attach such conditions to the granting of a variation as it
seems necessary to have the proposed use meet the standards set forth in Section 4.4.5 above and to
prevent or minimize adverse effects on other property in the neighborhood. Such conditions may
include, but are not limited to: limitations on size, bulk and location; requirements for landscaping,
signage, outdoor lighting, and the provision of adequate ingress and egress; limitations on hours of
operation; and the mitigation of environmental impacts. Such conditions may be stricter than any
requirement or limitation stated elsewhere in this Chapter for the proposed use.

(c) If the application fails to receive the approval of the Zoning Board of Appeals, then
the favorable vote of five members of the Board of Trustees shall be required to approve the
variation; however, the Board of Trustees may approve the variation by only a majority vote of
those members present and voting where the application is filed by the Village itself or by a public
school district, public library district, or public park district governed by a board or commission
elected by the residents of the Village. Any variation that receives the approval of the Zoning Board
of Appeals may nevertheless be denied by a majority vote of the members of the Board of Trustees
present and voting.
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Section 20-4.4.7. Effect of approval or denial

(a) The granting of a variation by the Board of Trustees authorizes the applicant to
proceed with any necessary applications for building permits, certificates of occupancy, and other
permits which the Village may require for any proposed development of the property, with that
development being reviewed in accordance with the applicable requirements of this Chapter, as
varied for the particular property. The Director of Community Development shall review
applications for these permits for compliance with the terms of variation granted by the Board of
Trustees. No permit shall be issued for work that does not comply with the terms of the variation.

(b) The approval of a variation by the Board of Trustees shall be void if the recipient
does not file an application for a building permit, certificate of occupancy, or fence permit for the
proposed use within six months after the date of the ordinance granting the variation. An applicant
who has obtained a variation may request an extension of this time period by filing with the Director
of Community Development a letter stating the reasons for the request. The Director of Community
Development shall transmit the letter to the Board of Trustees, which at a regular meeting may grant
the request for good cause shown by the applicant.

(c) No application for a variation shall be filed with or accepted by the Director of
Community Development that is identical or substantially similar to an application that has been
denied by the Board of Trustees within the previous 365 days.

PART 5: TEXT AMENDMENTS AND REZONINGS

Section 20-4.5.1. Purpose

The text of this Chapter and the Zoning District Map may be amended from time to time in
accordance with the procedures and standards set forth in this Part. The purpose of this Part is to
provide a means for amending the text of this Chapter or changing the classification of any land
identified on the Zoning District Map. The purpose is not to relieve particular hardships, nor to
confer special privileges or rights on any person, but only to make adjustments to the text of this
Chapter and to the Zoning District Map that are necessary in light of changed conditions or changes
in public policy or that are necessary to advance the general welfare of the Village.

Section 20-4.5.2. Initiation

(a) An amendment to the text of this Chapter may be initiated only by the Board of
Trustees, the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Plan Commission, any owner of a legal or equitable
interest in land located in the Village, or any resident of the Village.

(b) An amendment to the Zoning District Map (or "rezoning") may be initiated only by
the Board of Trustees, the Plan Commission, the owner of the property affected by the proposed
amendment, an agent, lessee, or contract purchaser specifically authorized by the owner to file such
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application, or any unit of government which is not the owner of the lot but proposes to acquire the
lot by purchase, gift, or condemnation. Where an agent, lessee, or contract purchaser files the
application, the agent, lessee, or contract purchaser shall provide the Village with written
documentation that the owner of the property has authorized the filing of the application.

Section 20-4.5.3. Filing of applications

(a) Where an amendment to the text of this Chapter or to the Zoning District Map is
proposed by someone other than the Plan Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, or Board of
Trustees, an application requesting the amendment shall be filed with the Director of Community
Development on a form prescribed by the Director of Community Development. The application
shall be accompanied by a written statement from the applicant stating the basis for the request and,
where the amendment will rezone land, identifying with sufficient particularity the affected
property. Any application to rezone property also shall be accompanied by a written statement and
site plan illustrating the overall plan for development or redevelopment of the affected property, and
how such new development relates to adjacent land uses and maintains the character of the
surrounding neighborhood.

(b) Within a reasonable time after submission of the application, the Board of Trustees
shall assign responsibility for conducting the public hearing on the proposed amendment to a
reviewing committee or commission, which may be the Plan Commission, the Zoning Board of
Appeals, the Board of Trustees itself or a committee thereof, or any other group of persons
designated by the Board of Trustees. The Director of Community Development then shall schedule
the application for consideration at a public hearing. The Director of Community Development
shall forward copies of the application and all supporting materials to the body conducting the
hearing in advance of the public hearing.

Section 20-4.5.4. Staff review

Upon receiving an application requesting an amendment, or upon an instruction from the
Board of Trustees that it will consider a proposed amendment, the Director of Community
Development shall review the proposed amendment and may deliver copies of the proposed
amendment to other appropriate government agencies for review and comment. Prior to the
scheduled public hearing, the Director of Community Development shall deliver to the reviewing
committee or commission copies of the application and a written report summarizing the facts of the
case, including all relevant documents and incorporating or summarizing the comments of the
Department of Community Development and other agencies. The Director of Community
Development shall also deliver a copy of the written report to the applicant prior to the scheduled
public hearing.
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Section 20-4.5.5. Action by reviewing committee or commission

(a) Upon receiving the application and report from the Director, the reviewing
committee or commission shall hold at least one public hearing on the proposed amendment.
Notice of the public hearing shall be provided and the public hearing shall be conducted in
accordance with Article 4, Part 8 of this Chapter.

(b) In considering the amendment, the reviewing committee or commission shall review
the proposed amendment, the general purpose and standards set forth in this Part for amending the
text of this Chapter or the Zoning District Map, the report of the Director of Community
Development, and any oral and written comments received by the body conducting the hearing
before or at the public hearing. Based on this information, the reviewing committee or commission
shall submit, within a reasonable time, a report and recommendation to the Board of Trustees
regarding whether or not the proposed amendment should be adopted.

Section 20-4.5.6. Factors for reviewing proposed amendments

In deciding whether to adopt a proposed amendment, the Board of Trustees shall consider
whether the proposed amendment is consistent with the goals and policies of the Comprehensive
Plan. In particular, where rezoning property, the Board of Trustees shall consider the following
factors:

(a) Is the requested change compatible with the existing development pattern and the
zoning of nearby properties?

(b) Has there been a change in the circumstances upon which the original zoning
designation was based?

(c) Have major land uses or conditions changed since the zoning was established?

(d) Does the current zoning or the proposed zoning better conform to the current
Comprehensive Plan?

(e) Does the proposed use satisfy a public need?

(f) Is the subject property physically suitable for the zoned purpose and/or the proposed
use and purpose?

(g) Are there sites for the proposed use in existing districts permitting such use?

(h) Does the present development of the area comply with existing ordinances?

(i) Does the existing zoning impose an unreasonable hardship?
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(j) Can a reasonable economic benefit be realized from uses in accordance with the
existing zoning?

(k) Will property values in the vicinity be affected?

(l) Will the proposed change deter the use of adjacent properties under the existing
zoning?

(m) Can the proposed change contribute to the redevelopment of a deteriorated area?

(n) Will the proposed change conflict with existing or planned public improvements?

(o) Will the proposed change adversely affect traffic patterns or congestion?

(p) Will the proposed change adversely impact population density such that the demand
for schools, sewers, streets, recreational areas and facilities, and other public facilities are adversely
affected?

(q) Will the proposed change have an adverse environmental impact on the vicinity?

(r) Will the proposed change adversely affect the health, safety, and welfare of the
neighborhood?

(s) Will the proposed change adversely affect the health, safety, and welfare of the
Village as a whole?

Section 20-4.5.7. Action by the Board of Trustees

(a) Upon receiving the report of the Director of Community Development and the report
and recommendation of the reviewing committee or commission, and without further public
hearing, the Board of Trustees may:

(1) adopt the proposed amendment by ordinance; or

(2) reject the proposed amendment; or

(3) refer the matter back to the reviewing committee or commission for further
consideration.

(b) In the case of a written protest against any proposed amendment signed and
acknowledged by the owners of 20 percent of the street frontage of the property that is the subject of
the amendment, or by the owners of 20 percent of the length of the property boundaries
immediately abutting or directly across the alley therefrom, or by the owners of 20 percent of the
street frontage directly across the street therefrom, the amendment shall not be adopted except by a
two-thirds vote of all members of the Board of Trustees. At least seven days prior to the scheduled
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meeting date at which the Board of Trustees is to consider the amendment, a copy of the written
protest shall be served in person or by certified mail, return receipt requested, upon the Director of
Community Development and, if the amendment is proposed by someone other than the Board of
Trustees, Plan Commission, or Zoning Board of Appeals, upon the applicant and the applicant’s
attorney, if any, at the address of the applicant and attorney shown in the application for the
proposed amendment.

Section 20-4.5.8. Effect of denial

No application for an amendment shall be filed with or accepted by the Village which is
proposed by someone other than the Board of Trustees, Plan Commission, or Zoning Board of
Appeals, and which is identical or substantially similar to a proposed amendment which has been
rejected by the Board of Trustees within the previous 365 days.

PART 6: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS

Section 20-4.6.1. Purpose; role of Comprehensive Plan in administration of Chapter

The Comprehensive Plan for the Village of Wilmette, as adopted by the Board of Trustees,
shall serve as the basic policy guide for the administration of this Chapter. The Comprehensive
Plan serves as the statement of goals and policies to guide new development and redevelopment in
the Village. It therefore is the intent of the Village to administer this Chapter in accordance with the
Comprehensive Plan. The goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan may be amended from
time to time to meet the changing requirements of the Village. This Part therefore establishes the
procedures for amending the Comprehensive Plan.

Section 20-4.6.2. Initiation of amendments

An amendment to the Comprehensive Plan may be initiated only by the Board of Trustees,
either on its own initiative or at the request of the Plan Commission or any other person or agency.

Section 20-4.6.3. Action by the Plan Commission

(a) The Plan Commission shall hold at least one public hearing on the proposed
amendment. Notice of the public hearing shall be provided and the public hearing shall be
conducted in accordance with Article 4, Part 8 of this Chapter.

(b) In considering the amendment, the Plan Commission shall review the proposed
amendment, the standards set forth in Section 4.6.4 below, and any oral and written comments
received by the Plan Commission before or at the public hearing. Based on this information, the



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Article 4, Development Review Procedures Page 67

Plan Commission shall submit, within a reasonable time, a report and recommendation to the Board
of Trustees regarding whether or not the proposed amendment should be adopted.

Section 20-4.6.4. Factors for reviewing proposed amendments

In deciding whether to adopt a proposed amendment to the Comprehensive Plan, the Board
of Trustees shall consider whether the amendment is necessary based on one or more of the
following factors:

(a) There has been a change in projections or assumptions (such as regarding
demographic trends or the availability of public facilities) from those on which the Comprehensive
Plan is based; or

(b) Issues or needs have been identified which are not adequately addressed in the
Comprehensive Plan; or

(c) New issues or needs have presented themselves to the Village which are not
adequately addressed in the Comprehensive Plan; or

(d) The amendment will not adversely affect the character of the area in which the
proposed development is to be located.

Section 20-4.6.5. Action by the Board of Trustees

Upon receiving the report and recommendation of the Plan Commission, and without further
public hearing, the Board of Trustees may:

(a) Adopt the proposed amendment by ordinance; or

(b) Reject the proposed amendment; or

(c) Refer the matter back to the Plan Commission for further consideration.

PART 7: ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS

Section 20-4.7.1. Purpose

Appeals from the decisions of the Village’s administrative officers are allowed under this
Chapter in order to ensure that any action taken by such an officer pursuant to duties assigned by
this Chapter is consistent with the purposes of this Chapter and any related policies adopted by the
Village. Because the Director of Community Development is ultimately responsible for all
administrative decisions made under this Chapter, the language of this Part treats all decisions made
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under this Chapter by the Village’s administrative officers as decisions of the Director of
Community Development.

Section 20-4.7.2. Decisions which may be appealed

Any administrative order, requirement, decision, or determination made by the Director of
Community Development, including the issuance or denial of a building permit, fence permit, or
certificate of occupancy, and the issuance of a letter of interpretation by the Director of Community
Development, may be appealed to the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Section 20-4.7.3. Parties to an appeal

(a) An appeal may be initiated in the manner provided in Section 20-4.7.4 of this Part
by one or more persons or entities, including a unit of local government, aggrieved by an
administrative order, requirement, decision or determination made under this Chapter by the
Director of Community Development, and said party or parties shall be considered the
APPELLANT of this Part 7.

(b) The Director of Community Development shall be considered the Appellee in each
appeal filed and heard pursuant to this Part 7. The Director of Community Development shall have
the right, but not the duty, to appear, participate in, and defend as the Appellee in each proceeding
filed and heard pursuant to this Part 7.

(c) When the Appellant is not the owner of the subject property concerned in the appeal,
the owner of the subject property shall also be considered an additional Appellee when such an
appeal is filed and heard pursuant to this Part 7. Such Appellee shall have the right, but not the
duty, to appear, participate in, and defend as an additional Appellee in each proceeding filed and
heard pursuant to this Part 7.

Section 20-4.7.4. Manner of filing of appeal; Time limit; Effect of filing

(a) An administrative appeal shall be filed in writing with the Director of Community
Development. The appeal shall state with particularity the following:

(1) The name of the Appellant and the interest in the appeal.

(2) The common address of the subject property.

(3) The administrative decision of the Director of Community Development
from which the appeal is taken.
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(4) The specific provisions of the Zoning Ordinance claimed by the Appellant to
be erroneously applied or interpreted by the Director of Community
Development

(5) The specific reasons why the Appellant asserts that the Director of
Community Development’s application or interpretation of the Zoning
Ordinance is erroneous.

(6) The specific relief being sought by the Appellant.

(b) Upon the timely filing of an administrative appeal, the Director of Community
Development shall transmit to the Zoning Board of Appeals all the papers constituting the record
upon which the action appealed from was taken.

(c) An administrative appeal shall be filed no later than thirty (30) days after the date of
the contested administrative action, except in the case of a letter of interpretation, in which case the
administrative appeal shall be filed no later than thirty (30) days after the date when the Director of
Community Development mailed notice thereof. An appeal that is not timely filed with the Director
of Community Development shall be ineffective to initiate an administrative appeal pursuant to this
Part 7 and shall not be forwarded by the Director of Community Development as provided in
Paragraph (b) of this Section.

(d) The filing of the appeal shall stay any proceedings in furtherance of the contested
action, and any development permitted by the contested action, until a final decision regarding the
contested action has been rendered by the Zoning Board of Appeals. However, the Zoning Board of
Appeals, at a public meeting, may lift this stay where the administrative officer from whom the
appeal is taken certifies to the Zoning Board of Appeals that, in his or her opinion, the stay would
cause imminent peril to life or property. Nothing herein shall preclude the Director of Community
Development from permitting a person or entity engaged in development that is the subject of the
contested action to take such action as may be reasonably necessary to stabilize an excavation or
partially completed structure, or to otherwise protect against imminent peril to life and property
during such period of time as may elapse between the filing of the notice of appeal and the Zoning
Board of Appeals’ being able to make a determination on lifting the stay provided for in this
Section.

Section 20-4.7.5. Scheduling and notice of appeal

(a) The administrative appeal shall be placed on the agenda of the Zoning Board of
Appeals for consideration at the earliest available meeting, consistent with previous schedule
commitments. Should appeals be filed by multiple parties concerning the same subject property and
administrative action, the Director of Community Development shall, to the extent practicable,
schedule all such appeals for consideration at the same meeting.
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(b) The Director of Community Development shall assign a consecutive number for
identification of all matters in the order in which they are received and, insofar as it is practicable,
place them on the agenda of the Zoning Board of Appeals in their numerical order.

(c) Should the administrative appeal to be filed by a person other than the owner of the
subject property, the Director of Community Development shall notify said owner of the appeal and
provide said owner with a copy of the appeal filed, by personal service, overnight delivery or
certified mail, no later than five (5) business days after the filing of the appeal.

(d) The Director of Community Development shall provide the owner of the subject
property and any other party to the appeal with written notice of the date, time, and place of the
meeting in advance of the scheduled meeting date.

Section 20-4.7.6. Procedure on appeal

(a) The Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider the appeal at a regular or special
meeting. Should multiple appeals have been filed concerning the same subject property, said
appeals may be consolidated by the Zoning Board of Appeals in a single hearing.

(b) The hearing by the Zoning Board of Appeals of an administrative appeal shall be a
proceeding of record, and an official court reporter shall take a verbatim transcript of the
proceeding.

(c) The Zoning Board of Appeals shall, by resolution, reverse, affirm, or modify the
contested administrative action or decision. In reversing, affirming, or modifying the contested
action, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall have all related powers of the administrative officer from
whom the appeal is taken.

(d) The contested action or decision shall not be modified unless the Zoning Board of
Appeals finds by clear and convincing evidence that the administrative officer has made an error in
the application of interpretation of the terms of this Chapter of other related policies adopted by the
Village, and the burden of proof for demonstrating same shall be on the Appellant or Appellants, as
the case may be. The contested action shall not be reversed or modified except by the concurring
vote of four members of the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Section 20-4.7.7. Effect of reversal of modification

In the event that the contested action is reversed or modified by the Zoning Board of
Appeals, all subsequent administrative actions with regard to the subject matter shall be in
accordance with the reversal or modification granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals.
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Section 20-4.7.8. Adoption of Rules of Procedure

The Zoning Board of Appeals is empowered to adopt Rules of Procedure for the hearing of
administrative appeals, provided said Rules are consistent with the provisions of this Chapter and of
the Wilmette Village Code, as amended. Said Rules shall be adopted or amended by a concurring
vote of no fewer than four members of the Zoning Board of Appeals, and may cover an procedural
matter not otherwise provided for in this Chapter, including but not limited to number of copies of
materials to be submitted by parties to an appeal, forms of briefs and other submissions, filing of
briefs, briefing schedules and time limits for filing of materials other than the initial appeal, hearing
of motions and requests for continuances.

Section 20-4.7.9. Appeal from Board of Appeals

All decisions of the Zoning Board of Appeals made pursuant to this Part shall in all cases be
final administrative decisions. Any appeal from such a decision of the Zoning Board of Appeals
shall be made to the Circuit Court pursuant to the Illinois Administrative Review Law, 735 ILCS
5/3-101, et seq., as amended.

PART 8: PROCEDURES OF GENERAL APPLICABILITY

Section 20-4.8.1. Notice of public hearings

(a) Published notice. For any public hearing required by this Chapter, and for any
public meeting at which the Appearance Review Commission will consider granting an application
for an Appearance Review Certificate, the Director of Community Development shall cause a
notice of the date, time, place, and purpose of such hearing or meeting to be published in a
newspaper of general circulation within the Village not less than 15 days nor more than 30 days in
advance of the scheduled hearing or meeting date. Where the hearing or meeting involves an
application for approval of a variation, special use, rezoning, or Appearance Review Certificate, the
published notice shall identify the address of the affected property and the name of the applicant.

(b) Posted notice. For any public hearing required by this Chapter for approval of a
variation, special use, or rezoning, other than a comprehensive rezoning of the entire Village, and
for any public meeting at which the Appearance Review Commission will consider granting an
application for an Appearance Review Certificate, the Director of Community Development shall
cause a notice of the hearing or meeting to be posted on the affected property not less than 15 days
nor more than 30 days in advance of the scheduled hearing or meeting date. Such notice shall show
the number assigned to the application (if any), the date, time, and place of the public hearing or
meeting, and the nature of the application being considered at the hearing or meeting. The notice
shall be posted no more than 15 feet from the front lot line and no less than four feet nor more than
six feet above grade, so as to be visible from the public way.
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(c) Personal notice for variations, special uses, and rezonings. For any public hearing
required by this Chapter for approval of a variation, special use, or rezoning, other than a variation
from the Sign Ordinance or a comprehensive rezoning of the entire Village, the applicant shall
notify by written notice of the hearing all persons to whom the current real estate tax bills are sent,
as shown on the records of the County Assessor, for all lots any part of which lie within 250 feet of
the boundaries of the subject property, not excluding streets and alleys, as well as all occupants of
such lots. All such notices shall be provided to the applicant by the Director of Community
Development and shall show the number assigned to the application (if any), the date, time, and
place of the public hearing, and the nature of the application being considered at the hearing. All
such notices shall be delivered not less than 15 days nor more than 30 days in advance of the
scheduled hearing date. For the purposes of this Section, the term "occupant" shall include
occupants of all residential, business, and institutional properties.

Such notices shall be delivered by hand or by mail. Any notice which is delivered
by hand shall be given as follows:

(1) in the case of a natural person, to the person entitled to the notice or a
member of that person’s household over the age of 13;

(2) in the case of a corporation, to any officer or registered agent; and

(3) in the case of a partnership, to any general partner.

Any notice that is delivered by mail to an owner of a property shall be sent to
the person’s last known address with United States Postal Service delivery
confirmation or by certified or registered mail, postage pre-paid and return receipt
requested.

Any notice that is mailed to an occupant may be sent by first-class mail
addressed simply to "Occupant" at the appropriate address, without the actual name
of the occupant being specified. Notices delivered by mail shall be deemed to have
been given when deposited in the U.S. Mail.

(d) Personal notice for Appearance Review Certificates. For any public meeting at
which the Appearance Review Commission will consider granting an application for an Appearance
Review Certificate for construction of a new building, the applicant shall notify by written notice of
the meeting all persons to whom the current real estate tax bills are sent, as shown on the records of
the County Assessor, for all lots any part of which lie within 250 feet of the boundaries of the
subject property, not excluding streets and alleys, as well as all occupants of such lots. For any
public meeting at which the Appearance Review Commission will consider granting an application
for an Appearance Review Certificate for an addition to or external modification of an existing
building, or for the construction or expansion of a fence, parking lot, or other accessory structure, or
for a sign requiring a variation from the Sign Ordinance, the applicant shall deliver written notices
of the meeting to the persons to whom the current real estate tax bills are sent, as shown on the
records of the County Assessor, for all lots which abut or lie directly across a street or alley from the
subject property, as well as all occupants of such lots. No such personal notice shall be required in
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cases involving an Appearance Review Certificate for only a sign or awning. All such notices shall
be provided to the applicant by the Director of Community Development and shall show the number
assigned to the application (if any), the date, time, and place of the meeting, and the nature of the
application being considered at the meeting. All such notices shall be delivered not less than 15
days nor more than 30 days in advance of the scheduled meeting date. For the purposes of this
Section, the term "occupant" shall include occupants of all residential, business, and institutional
properties.

Such notices shall be delivered by hand or by mail. Any notice that is delivered by
hand shall be given as follows:

(1) in the case of a natural person, to the person entitled to the notice or a
member of that person’s household over the age of 13;

(2) in the case of a corporation, to any officer or registered agent; and

(3) in the case of a partnership, to any general partner. Where the recipients of
such notice occupy a multi-tenant building, hand delivery also may be
completed as follows: by personally delivering the notices to the owner of
the building or president of the condominium association for the building (in
the manner set forth above), requesting the building owner or association
president to distribute the notices to each tenant and unit owner, and having
the building owner or association president sign a sworn affidavit stating that
he or she has in fact distributed the notices to each tenant and unit owner.
Any notice that is delivered by mail shall be sent to the person’s last known
address by first-class mail.

Any notice that is mailed to an occupant may be addressed simply to
"Occupant" at the appropriate address, without the actual name of the occupant
being specified. Notices delivered by mail shall be deemed to have been given when
deposited in the U.S. Mail.

(e) Affidavits of service of notices. Where personal notice is required pursuant to (c) or
(d) above, the applicant shall file a sworn affidavit, on a form provided by the Director of
Community Development, containing a complete list of the names and last known addresses of the
persons entitled to notice and the method by which notice was delivered to each of them. This
affidavit shall be filed with the Director of Community Development no less than ten days in
advance of the scheduled hearing or meeting date, exclusive of the date of the hearing or meeting
itself. Where notice has been given to the owner or condominium association president of a multi-
tenant building pursuant to (d) above, then this affidavit shall be accompanied by the affidavit of the
building owner or association president required under (d) above.

(f) Additional notice. Supplemental or additional notices may be distributed, published,
or posted as the Zoning Board of Appeals or Appearance Review Commission, by rule, may
prescribe.



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page 74 Article 4, Development Review Procedures

Section 20-4.8.2. Public hearing procedures

(a) When the Director of Community Development has determined that an application
is complete and that a public hearing is required by this Chapter, he or she shall schedule a date,
time, and place for the required hearing.

(b) Any person may appear at a public hearing and submit evidence, either individually
or as a representative of an organization, upon receiving proper recognition from the Chairperson of
the body conducting the hearing. Anyone representing an organization must present written
evidence of his or her authority to speak on behalf of the organization in regard to the matter under
consideration, unless the Chairperson waives this requirement. Each person who appears at a public
hearing shall identify himself or herself and his or her address and, if appearing on behalf of an
organization, shall state the name and mailing address of the organization.

(c) All testimony and evidence shall be given under oath or by affirmation to the body
conducting the hearing.

(d) The body conducting the hearing may exclude testimony or evidence that it finds to
be irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly repetitious. Any person may ask relevant questions of other
persons appearing as witnesses, but shall do so only through the Chairperson at the Chairperson’s
discretion.

(e) The body conducting the hearing may, on its own motion or at the request of any
person, continue the hearing to a future date, time, and place. No new notice shall be required if a
hearing is so continued, other than a public announcement made at the hearing and placed in the
minutes of the hearing and a posted notice in accordance with Section 4.8.1(b) above. However,
any public hearing which has been adjourned (rather than continued in accordance with the above)
may recommence only upon the giving of all notices which would have been required were it the
initial call of the public hearing.

(f) At any time upon reasonable request, any person may examine the application and
materials submitted in support of or in opposition to an application for development approval. The
Director of Community Development shall make copies of such materials available at cost.

Section 20-4.8.3. Zoning approvals required before submission of subdivision plat

Where a proposed development will require the subdivision or re-subdivision of land under
Chapter 15 of the Village Code [Planning and Platting], all rezonings, variations, and special use
approvals required under this Chapter shall be obtained before a plat is submitted for approval by
the Plan Commission under Chapter 15.
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Section 20-4.8.4. Filing fees

The filing fee for an application made under this Article shall be as provided in Chapter 9,
Section 9-17 of the Wilmette Village Code.

PART 9: APPEARANCE REVIEW

Section 20-4.9.1. Purpose

The Appearance Review process is intended to fulfill the following purposes:

(a) To preserve the stability and taxable value of land and improvements in the Village;
and

(b) To encourage harmony and quality workmanship in the design of buildings,
awnings, signs, fences, parking lots, and other structures; and

(c) To encourage design which respects the attributes of the site, its buildings and
structures, and surrounding buildings, structures, and properties; and

(d) To maintain and enhance the character of the Village; and

(e) To encourage the maintenance of property and improvements; and

(f) To protect the public health, safety, comfort, and general welfare.

Section 20-4.9.2. Appearance Review Certificate required; Timing of appearance review

(a) Except as provided in (b) below, an Appearance Review Certificate is required prior
to the issuance of any permit or certificate of occupancy for a building, fence, parking lot, or sign
which involves any of the following:

(1) New construction; or

(2) Exterior remodeling; or

(3) The construction or renovation of off-street parking areas, including
installation of or modifications to lighting and landscaping; or

(4) The erection or alteration of any sign requiring a permit; or

(5) The erection or alteration of any fence.
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(b) The requirements of this Part shall not apply to:

(1) Residential buildings containing only one dwelling unit;

(2) Existing residential buildings containing two dwelling units;

(3) Individual townhouse units proposing to install or replace fences, patios,
walkways, or skylights; or,

(4) Those uses listed as “Institutional” in Table 5.1.2 of this Chapter.

(c) There will be cases where the use or structure which must receive an Appearance
Review Certificate under this Part must also go through the review and approval process for a
special use, variation, and/or rezoning, with a hearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals and final
approval by the Board of Trustees. In such cases, it is generally more appropriate for the applicant
to receive these approvals before undergoing the appearance review process, because most
applicants are not likely to prepare final design plans for buildings and structures until they are
assured that the use or structure will be permitted by the Village, and because conditions may be
attached to the approval of a special use or variation which affect the final design of the project.
However, the choice of when to file an application for an Appearance Review Certificate under this
Part (that is, before, after, or during the review and approval process for a special use, variation, or
rezoning) shall rest with the applicant.

Section 20-4.9.3. Application requirements; Determination of completeness

(a) An application for an Appearance Review Certificate may be filed only by the
owner of the lot on which the development is to occur, an agent, lessee, or contract purchaser
specifically authorized by the owner to file such application, or any unit of government which is not
the owner of the lot but proposes to acquire the lot by purchase, gift, or condemnation. Where an
agent, lessee, or contract purchaser files the application, the agent, lessee, or contract purchaser shall
provide the Village with written documentation that the owner of the property has authorized the
filing of the application.

(b) Before filing the application, the applicant is strongly encouraged to schedule a
pre-application meeting with the Director of Community Development and other Village staff, as
appropriate, to discuss the proposed work and to become more familiar with all applicable
requirements and approval procedures of the Village, including those under this Part and other
regulations of this Chapter, the Building Code, the Sign Ordinance, and the Site Plan Review
Ordinance.

(c) Before filing an application for an Appearance Review Certificate, an applicant also
is encouraged to schedule a preliminary review conference with the Appearance Review
Commission. The purpose of this conference is for the applicant and the Commission to review and
discuss the proposed development and standards for review, and for the applicant to obtain a
preliminary evaluation of the proposal prior to the preparation of final plans.
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(d) An application for an Appearance Review Certificate shall be filed with the Director
of Community Development on a form prescribed by the Appearance Review Commission. The
application shall be accompanied by such plans, data, or both specified by the rules of the
Appearance Review Commission.

(e) The Director of Community Development shall determine whether the application
for an Appearance Review Certificate is complete. If the Director determines that the application is
not complete, he or she shall notify the applicant of any deficiencies and shall take no further steps
to process the application until the deficiencies are remedied. The application shall be scheduled for
review by the Appearance Review Commission within thirty (30) calendar days of the date it is
determined complete by the Director of Community Development.

Section 20-4.9.4. Staff review of application

After determining that an application is complete, the Director of Community Development
shall review the application and shall deliver copies of the application to the Site Plan Review
Committee. Prior to the Commission’s meeting on the application, the Director of Community
Development shall deliver to the Appearance Review Commission copies of the completed
application and a written report summarizing the facts of the case, including all relevant documents
and incorporating or summarizing the comments of the Department of Community Development
and the Site Plan Review Committee. The Director shall also deliver a copy of this report to the
applicant prior to the meeting on the application.

Section 20-4.9.5. Action by the Appearance Review Commission

(a) Upon receiving the application and report from the Director, the Appearance Review
Commission shall hold at least one public meeting on the proposed development within thirty (30)
calendar days of the date the Director of Community Development determined the application to be
complete. Notice of the meeting shall be provided in accordance with Section 4.8.1 of this Chapter.

(b) In considering the application, the Appearance Review Commission shall review the
application, the report of the Director, the standards for review set forth in Section 4.9.6 below, and
any oral and written comments received by the Appearance Review Commission before or at the
public meeting.

(c) The Appearance Review Commission shall not issue an Appearance Review
Certificate unless there is an affirmative vote of four members of the Commission. The decision to
issue an Appearance Review Certificate shall be accompanied by findings that the proposed
development conforms with all of the standards of review set forth in Section 4.9.6 below.
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Section 20-4.9.6. Standards of review

In reviewing an application for an Appearance Review Certificate for all work except new
residential dwellings containing two dwelling units, the Appearance Review Commission shall
endeavor to ensure that the building design, the relationship of the building to the site, the
relationship of the building and site design to the surrounding area, landscaping and site treatment,
signs, and exterior lighting, fences, and miscellaneous fixtures are designed in accordance with the
standards set forth below. Architectural style is not restricted. Rather, evaluation of the appearance
of a project shall be based on the quality of its design and its relationship to the pattern and character
of development on surrounding properties.

(a) With regard to building design:

(1) All sides of a structure shall receive design consideration; and

(2) Where the side or rear of the structure faces a street, a residential use, or a
property located in a residential zoning district, the exterior materials used on
the side or rear shall be comparable in character and quality to the exterior
materials used on the facade of the structure; and

(3) Materials used in the construction and design of the structure shall be of
durable quality; and

(4) Mechanical equipment shall be located or screened so as not to be visible
from surrounding streets and properties.

(b) With regard to the relationship of the structure to the site:

(1) The scale and the placement of the structure on the site shall be appropriate
to the site in terms of the proportion of the site covered by the structure and
the location of the structure in relation to lot lines; and

(2) Building design and placement shall take into consideration natural grade
conditions, existing vegetation, and other natural features.

(c) With regard to the relationship of the structure to the surrounding area:

(1) Excessive similarity or dissimilarity in design in relation to surrounding or
adjoining structures, including but not limited to predominant building
height, exterior materials, building mass, roof line, and architectural features,
shall be discouraged; and

(2) Design shall take into consideration the relationship to the street and the
pedestrian environment; and
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(3) Parking, storage, and refuse areas shall be located and screened so as not to
negatively affect neighboring properties.

(d) With regard to the landscaping and site treatment:

(1) Landscaping shall be designed to maintain existing mature trees and shrubs
to the maximum extent possible; and

(2) Landscaping shall provide an aesthetically pleasing design and, where
applicable, shall provide for the screening of parking, storage, refuse, and
utility areas from the street and adjacent residential properties; and

(3) Selected plant materials shall not include any materials prohibited under
applicable State law or regulation, including but not limited to the
Illinois Noxious Weed Act (505 ILCS 100/1, et seq.), the Illinois Exotic
Weed Act (525 ILCS 10/1, et seq.), and any regulations promulgated
thereunder. Selected plant materials shall be suitable to Wilmette’s
climate and to their location on the site, and the use of invasive species
not otherwise prohibited by law shall be avoided. For purposes of this
paragraph, “invasive” means a species, usually non-native to Northern
Illinois, that is able to establish itself within existing native plant
communities and poses a threat to the integrity of the community, and
the Appearance Review Commission shall identify third-party
informational resources the Commission reasonably finds to be reliable
in making determinations regarding invasiveness, such as the Morton
Arboretum, the Chicago Botanic Garden, or similar sources, which may
be used by the Commission in its proceedings; and

(4) Parking areas shall be designed to minimize dangerous traffic movements
and achieve efficient traffic flow.

(e) With regard to signs, the design, color, and placement of signs shall be appropriate
to the structure, site, and adjoining properties, in terms of materials, height, setback from the street,
and the sign’s scale in proportion to the structure.

(f) With regard to accessory structures and fixtures, exterior lighting, fences, and
miscellaneous fixtures shall complement the overall structure and site design, in terms of materials,
size, and architectural character.

For new residential dwellings containing two dwelling units, review shall be limited to
whether or not the proposed structure maintains the external appearance of a detached dwelling.
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Section 20-4.9.7. Effect of approval or denial

Approval of an Appearance Review Certificate authorizes the applicant to proceed with the
application for any building, fence, parking lot, or sign permit. Where the Appearance Review
Commission fails to approve the issuance of an Appearance Review Certificate, no building, fence,
parking lot, or sign permit shall be issued for the development.

Section 20-4.9.8. Appeals

(a) When the Appearance Review Commission has found that a proposed development
is inconsistent with the standards for review and has denied the issuance of an Appearance Review
Certificate, the applicant may appeal the contested action to the President and Board of Trustees.
Appeals shall be filed within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of the contested action.

(b) Appeals shall be considered by the Board of Trustees at a regular meeting. A
decision of the Appearance Review Commission may be upheld by a simple majority or overturned
by a two-thirds vote of those members of the Board of Trustees present and voting; however, the
Board of Trustees may overturn a decision of the Appearance Review Commission by only a
majority vote of those members present and voting where the application is filed by the Village
itself, or by a public school district, public library district, or public park district governed by a
board or commission elected by the residents of the Village.

Section 20-4.9.9. Continuing maintenance

(a) At no time shall modifications be made to a design for which an Appearance Review
Certificate has been approved, without the approval of the Appearance Review Commission in
accordance with the procedures and standards set forth in this Part.

(b) The owner and any lessee of the property that has received an Appearance Review
Certificate shall be jointly and severally responsible for the maintenance of all buildings, signs,
fences, parking lots, accessory structures and fixtures, and landscaped areas in accordance with the
terms of the certificate.

PART 10: SPECIAL RULES APPLICABLE TO UNITS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Section 20-4.10.1. Purpose; Applicability

(a) This Part contains special rules and standards that apply to uses owned or operated
by the Village itself, or by a public school district, public library district, or public park district
governed by a board or commission elected by the residents of the Village. Because these units of
local government, as publicly elected bodies, represent the Village as a whole, it can be presumed
that their activities by and large operate to promote the public health, safety, comfort, and welfare.
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This unique characteristic of units of local government, as well as the nature of the uses they own
and operate, merits the application of special rules and standards to govern their land use activities.
The terms of this Part shall apply only to uses and structures owned, operated, or occupied by the
Village itself, or by a public school district, public library district, or public park district governed
by a board or commission elected by the residents of the Village. The terms of this Part shall not
apply, however, to a use or structure that is occupied or operated by a tenant of a unit of local
government, unless the tenant itself is a unit of local government.

(b) Any land use or structure owned, operated, or occupied by a unit of local
government shall be fully subject to all applicable requirements and limitations in this Chapter,
except as modified in this Part. Nothing in this Part shall be interpreted as an exemption from any
requirements or limitations set forth elsewhere in this Chapter. However, where the terms of this
Part directly conflict with the terms of any other applicable provisions of this Chapter, the terms of
this Part shall prevail, notwithstanding the general rule of construction set forth in Section 2.1.1(c)
of this Chapter.

Section 20-4.10.2. Additions or expansions requiring new special use approval

(a) For uses owned or operated by the Village itself, or by a public school district,
public library district, or public park district governed by a board or commission elected by the
residents of the Village, an addition or expansion of a special use requiring new special use approval
shall be deemed to occur where:

(1) The unit of local government proposes

(i) to expand an existing program or establish a new program at a
location, or

(ii) to increase the number or sizes of the buildings at a location, or

(iii) to make any other expansion in the physical facilities at the location;
and

(2) The expansion, on a long-term basis, will substantially increase traffic to the
location, or the hours during which the location is used by the public, or the
amount of noise or artificial light in the neighborhood of the location; and

(3) The proposal presents a substantial question, as explained in (b) below, in
relation to any one or more of the standards set forth in Section 4.3.6 of this
Chapter.

(b) A "substantial question" within the meaning of (a)(3) above shall not exist where the
proposal is limited to any or all of the following:

(1) Interior remodeling of an existing building; or
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(2) The resurfacing of existing tennis courts, parking lots, or similar
permanent surfaces; or

(3) The installation of new, or rearrangement of existing, playground or
recreational equipment or landscaping in an existing park; or

(4) The installation, modification, or repair of drainage systems; or

(5) Other maintenance or repair of existing buildings, structures, or
equipment; or

(6) Other additions or changes of comparable or less significance that
are not likely to result in an increase in the use of the location.

Section 20-4.10.3. Standards of review for special uses

(a) Where an application for approval of a special use is filed by the Village itself, or by
a public school district, public library district, or public park district governed by a board or
commission elected by the residents of the Village, the standards set forth in Section 4.3.6 of this
Chapter shall be modified as follows, provided that such modifications shall not apply unless the
unit of local government, prior to reaching its decision to proceed with the project covered by the
proposed variation or special use, sends (by first class mail) written notice of the date, time, place,
and purpose of a public meeting at which the project will be considered to all owners and occupants
of property located within 250 feet of the subject property:

(1) Under Section 4.3.6(a)(2), it shall be presumed, unless the contrary is
demonstrated by the preponderance of the evidence, that the establishment,
maintenance, or operation of the use will not be detrimental to or endanger
the public health, safety, comfort, or general welfare.

(2) Under Section 4.3.6(a)(10), it shall be presumed, unless the contrary is
demonstrated by the preponderance of the evidence, that the applicant has
made adequate legal provision to guarantee the provision and development
of any buffers, landscaping, public open space, and other improvements
associated with the proposed use.

(b) Notwithstanding (a) above, all other standards set forth in Section 4.3.6(a) shall
apply as stated in that Section.

Section 20-4.10.4. Standards of review for variations

(a) Where an application for a variation is filed by the Village itself, or by a public
school district, public library district, or public park district governed by a board or commission
elected by the residents of the Village, the standards set forth in Section 4.4.5 of this Chapter shall
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be modified as follows, provided that such modifications shall not apply unless the unit of local
government, prior to reaching its decision to proceed with the project covered by the proposed
variation or special use, sends (by first class mail) written notice of the date, time, place, and
purpose of a public meeting at which the project will be considered to all owners and occupants of
property located within 250 feet of the subject property:

(1) Under Section 4.4.5(a)(1), it shall be presumed, unless the contrary is
demonstrated by the preponderance of the evidence, that the particular
physical conditions, shape, or surroundings of the property would impose
upon the owner a practical difficulty or particular hardship, as opposed to a
mere inconvenience, if the requirements of this Chapter were strictly
enforced.

(2) Under Section 4.4.5(a)(2), it shall be presumed, unless the contrary is
demonstrated by the preponderance of the evidence that the plight of the
property owner was not created by the owner and is due to unique
circumstances.

(3) Under Section 4.4.5(a)(4), it shall be presumed, unless the contrary is
demonstrated by the preponderance of the evidence, that the difficulty or
hardship resulting from the application of this Chapter would prevent the
owner from making a reasonable use of the property.

(b) Notwithstanding (a) above, all other standards set forth in Section 4.4.5(a) shall
apply as stated in that Section.

Section 20-4.10.5. Votes by Board of Trustees to approve special uses or variations

Where an application for a special use or variation is filed by the Village itself, or by a
public school district, public library district, or public park district governed by a board or
commission elected by the residents of the Village, and fails to receive a recommendation of
approval from the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Board of Trustees may approve the special use or
variation by a majority vote of those members present and voting, rather than by the favorable vote
of five members of the Board of Trustees.

Section 20-4.10.6. Enlargement or alteration of existing nonconforming structures

Any structure which is owned, operated, or occupied by the Village itself, or by a public
school district, public library district, or public park district governed by a board or commission
elected by the residents of the Village, and which is nonconforming due to the minimum yard
requirements or height limit set forth in Article 5 or Article 6 for the district in which it is located,
may be enlarged or altered without obtaining a variation provided that:
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(a) The enlargement or alteration itself conforms to the requirements set forth in Article
5 and Article 6 of this Chapter; and

(b) The total structure as enlarged or altered does not encroach further into the required
yard area or exceed the maximum floor area ratio limit for the applicable district; and

(c) The property owner or developer secures a building permit for the enlargement or
alteration.
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ARTICLE 5

ZONING DISTRICTS

PART 1: ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS AND ALLOWABLE USES

Section 20-5.1.1. Districts established

In order to carry out the purposes and terms of this Chapter, the Village shall be divided into
the following districts:

R Single-Family Detached Residence District
R1 Single-Family Detached Residence District
R2 Townhouse Residence District
R3 Multi-Family Residence District
R4 Multi-Family Residence District

NR Neighborhood Retail Business District
VC Village Center Business District
GC-1 General Commercial District
GC-2 General Commercial District
PCD-1 Planned Commercial Development District
PCD-2 Planned Commercial Development District
PCD-3 Planned Commercial Development District
OR Office-Research District

Section 20-5.1.2. Allowable uses

No use shall be established in any zoning district unless it is expressly designated by this
Chapter as a "permitted use" or "special use" in the district in which the use is to be located. The
range of uses allowed as "permitted uses" and "special uses" in each zoning district is summarized
in Table 5.1.2. In the event of a conflict between Table 5.1.2 and the text of this Chapter, the text
shall control.

Section 20-5.1.3. Annexed land

All territory which may be annexed to the Village after the effective date of this Chapter
shall be classified into the R Single-Family Detached Residence District, unless otherwise provided
in the annexation agreement or until changed in accordance with the procedures established in
Article 4, Part 5 of this Chapter.
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Table 5.1.2
Permitted and Special Uses, by District

RESIDENTIAL USES R R1 R2 R3 R4 NR VC GC1 GC2 PCD1 PCD2 PCD3 OR

Adaptive reuse senior housing S S S S
Detached dwellings P P P P
Elderly congregate housing S S S
Group homes for persons with
disabilities

P P P P

Group home for elderly P P P P
Housing for elderly S S P S S S
Multi-family dwellings P P S
- up to 18 d.u./acre P
- up to 30 d.u./acre S
- up to 40 d.u./acre P
Townhouses
- up to 4 per building P P P
- > 4 per building or < than 1
building per lot

S S S

Two-unit dwellings P P

INSTITUTIONAL R R1 R2 R3 R4 NR VC GC1 GC2 PCD1 PCD2 PCD3 OR

Cemeteries S
Clubs and lodges S S S S S S
Colleges S S S S
Convents & monasteries S S
- as accessory use S S S S S
Day care centers S S S S S S S S S S
Day care homes S S S S S S S
Fire & police stations S S S S S S
Golf courses S
Government offices S S
Libraries S S S
- up to 4,000 sq. ft. P S S S
Museums S S S
Nursing homes S
Parks and playgrounds
- <4 acres S S S S S S S S S S S S
- 4 acres or more S S S S S
Part-day child care facility S S S S S S S S S S
Places of worship S S S S S S S S
Post offices S S S
Public utility service uses S S S S S S S S S S S S S
Recreation centers S S S S S S S S S S S S
Schools, boarding S S
Schools S S S S S S S

BUSINESS USES R R1 R2 R3 R4 NR VC GC1 GC2 PCD1 PCD2 PCD3 OR

Auto service stations S S S
Bowling alleys S
Broadcasting studios S S

KEY: P = Permitted Use; S = Special Use
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Table 5.1.2 (continued)

BUSINESS USES R R1 R2 R3 R4 NR VC GC1 GC2 PCD1 PCD2 PCD3 OR

Clean/process establishment S S
Commercial retail establishment P P P P P
- up to 4,000 sq. ft. P
- >4,000 sq. ft. S
Computer service establishment S S S S S S
Convenience food marts S S S S S
- no separate entrance S
- sep. outdoor entrance S
Full service restaurants P P P P P P
Funeral home/mortuary S
Health clubs S S S S S S
Heavy equip. & supplies S
Limited personal service
establishment use

S S S S S

Limited service restaurants S S S S S
- no separate entrance S
- separate outdoor entrance S
Manufacturing establishment S
Offices P S P P P
-<10 or 15% street front. P P
->10or 15% street front. S S
-within an Inst. Use (limited) S S S S
Overnight Boarding Kennels S
Parking lot on separate lot S S S S S S S S
Personal service establish. P P P P P P
Plumbing shops P P P
Printing/photocopying est. S S S
Research laboratories S S S S
Shopping centers S S S S S S
Storage & distrib. estab. S S
Taxicab fleet yards S
Theaters S
Trade schools S S P S
24-Hour businesses S S S
Vehicle sales/rental/service S S S

ACCESSORY USES R R1 R2 R3 R4 NR VC GC1 GC2 PCD1 PCD2 PCD3 OR

Accessory living units S S S
Carry-out food service S S S S S S
Drive-in service S S S S
Food service delivery S S S S S S
Home occupations P P P P P P P P
Lighted racquet courts S S S S S
Limited day care homes P P P P P P P P
Outdr. restaurant seating S S S S S S
Outdr. const. materials S
Parking decks
Unusual rec. equipment S S S S S
Other accessory uses See Article 6, Part 4.

KEY: P = Permitted Use; S = Special Use
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PART 2: "R" SINGLE-FAMILY DETACHED RESIDENCE DISTRICT

Section 20-5.2.1. Purpose

The R District is established to protect, promote, and maintain the development of single-
family detached housing and limited public and institutional uses that are compatible with the
surrounding residential neighborhood. The development standards and range of allowable uses for
this district are designed to maintain a suitable environment for family living at the low density of
development characteristic of the current pattern of development in the district, which consists of
large lots with abundant open space.

Section 20-5.2.2. Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the R District, in accordance
with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Detached dwellings.

(b) Group homes for the elderly, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by the Village; and

(2) First preference for occupancy in the home is accorded to persons who
currently reside in the Village, to the extent permissible under applicable
State and federal laws and regulations; and

(3) The home is located no closer than 1,320 feet to any other group home for
the elderly or group home for the handicapped.

(c) Group homes for persons with disabilities, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by the applicable State agency as well as the Village; and

(2) First preference for occupancy in the home is accorded to persons who
currently reside in the Village or are children of persons who reside in the
Village, to the extent permissible under applicable State and federal laws and
regulations; and

(3) The home is located no closer than 1,320 feet to any other group home for
the handicapped or group home for the elderly.

(d) Accessory uses, including home occupations, limited day care homes, and parking
areas, except for those accessory uses designated as special uses in Section 5.2.3 or Article 6, Part 4
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of this Chapter. A tent erected on a residential lot for a party, reception, or similar event that is
accessory to and associated with the residential use on the lot shall be a permitted use, provided that:

(1) The tent is erected for a period no longer than 120 hours

(2) The tent complies with the Electric Code [Village Code Chapter 9-5] and
Fire Prevention Code [Village Code Chapter 9-7].

Section 20-5.2.3. Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the R District, in accordance with
the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter:

(a) Colleges, provided that the use is located on a lot at least five acres in area.

(b) Day care homes, day care centers, and part-day child-care facilities, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by or registered with the Illinois Department of Children
and Family Services in accordance with the Child Care Act of 1969, as
amended (225 ILCS 10/1, et seq.); and

(2) All outdoor play space is fenced to a height no less than 3-½ feet and no
more than 6-½ feet.

(c) Fire and police stations.

(d) Parking lots, not located on the same lot as the use or uses served by the parking lot.

(e) Parks and playgrounds, less than four acres in area, provided that:

(1) No more than one building is located on the lot; and

(2) The building has a height no greater than 15 feet; and

(3) The building has a floor area no greater than 500 square feet.

(f) Parks and playgrounds, four acres or more in area, provided that no administration
or maintenance building is located less than 50 feet from a residential lot line.

(g) Places of worship.

(h) Public utility service uses.

(i) Recreation centers, provided that:
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(1) The use is located on a lot at least four (4) acres in area; and

(2) No administration, maintenance, or recreational building is located less than
50 feet from a residential lot line.

(j) Schools.

(k) The following accessory uses:

(1) Convents, monasteries, rectories, and faculty housing, provided that such use
is accessory to and associated with a place of worship, school, boarding
school, or college;

(2) Lighted tennis, racquet, and paddle ball courts;

(3) Unusual recreational equipment; and

(4) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in
Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

(5) Broadcast Studios without transmitting antennae, provided that such use is
accessory to and associated with a lawfully established special use
operated by a unit of local government.

(l) Offices independent of and located within an existing institutional use, provided
that such use is located wholly within the building used and occupied by an existing, lawfully
established or legal non-conforming institutional use, and further provided that there be no more
than one such office in any such building and that said office be occupied by no more than three
employees and four clients at the same time.

(m) Limited personal service establishment uses independent of and located within an
existing house of worship, club or lodge institutional use, provided that such use is located
wholly within the building used and occupied by an existing, lawfully established or legal non-
conforming house of worship, club or lodge institutional use, and further provided that there be
no more than one such limited personal service establishment use in any such building.

(n) Adaptive reuse senior housing, provided that such use, not including parking
necessary for the housing and outdoor living space, is reusing a building
previously occupied by a lawfully established or legal non-conforming
institutional use.

(o) Accessory Living Units, as provided in Section 20-6.4.20 of this Chapter.
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Section 20-5.2.4. Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the R District shall meet the following development
standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum lot area: 15,000 square feet.

(b) Minimum lot width: 100 feet.

(c) Minimum front yard: 40 feet. However, where an established front yard greater
than 40 feet exists along the same block and same side of the street as the lot to be developed, the
minimum required front yard on the lot shall be the established residential front yard setback as
defined under Section 2.1.3 of this Chapter.

(d) Minimum side yards: For detached dwellings and day care homes, no one side yard
shall be less than ten percent of the lot width or five feet, whichever is greater, and both side yards
together shall total no less than 25 percent of the lot width or 12.5 feet, whichever is greater; on a
corner lot, however, the side yard abutting the street shall be no less than 30 percent of the width of
the lot or 30 feet, whichever is less, but in no event less than 15 feet. For all other uses, each side
yard shall be no less than 50 feet.

(e) Minimum rear yard: For detached dwellings and day care homes, the rear yard shall
be no less than 20 percent of the lot depth or 50 feet, whichever is less, but in no event less than 40
feet. For property with a rear lot line that is the ordinary high water mark of a body of water, as
defined in Chapter 9, Appendix 9A of the Village Code, the minimum rear yard setback along that
rear lot line shall be measured from the mean lake elevation of 579’ above sea-level, but in no case
shall the minimum rear yard setback be less than the base flood plain elevation as provided in
Chapter 9, Appendix 9A of the Village Code. For all other uses, the rear yard shall be no less than
50 feet.

(f) Maximum height:

(1) For all uses except non-habitable architectural features on institutional use
principal buildings, the principal building shall not exceed a height of 35 feet
or two and one-half stories, whichever is less.

(2) On lots that slope downward towards the rear or side lot line, the height of
the principal building shall not exceed a height of 45’ as measured
perpendicular to the existing grade.

(3) Detached dwellings with a predominantly flat roof, as determined by the
Director of Community Development, may not exceed a maximum height of
27’.

(4) Non-habitable architectural features on institutional use principal buildings
shall not exceed a height of 60 feet, provided that all required side and rear
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yards shall be increased by one foot for each additional foot of height over
35 feet.

(5) No accessory building or structure shall exceed a height of 15 feet.

(6) A detached garage with a flat roof may not exceed a maximum height of 12’.

(7) A detached garage with a mansard roof may not exceed a maximum height
of 15’.

(8) A detached garage may exceed 15 feet in height, but be not more than 18
feet in height, under the following conditions:

(a) The maximum distance from the interior finished floor of the garage
to the top of the exterior wall framing shall not exceed eight feet,
four inches (8’ 4”).

(b) No dormers or other projections outward from the plane of the roof
are permitted higher than 12’ above grade.

(g) Maximum lot coverage and floor area for detached dwellings, group homes, day
care homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined by the following formula:

(1) The maximum floor area for detached dwellings, group homes, day care
homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined by the following
formula:

(0.5 – (Lot Area/80,000)) x Lot Area.

For lots 16,005 square feet and greater, the maximum floor area shall be
30% of the lot area.

(2) The maximum lot coverage for detached dwellings, group homes, day care
homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined by the following
formula:

((0.5 – (Lot Area/80,000))/1.38) x Lot Area.

For lots 17,920 square feet and greater, the maximum lot coverage shall be
20% of the lot area.

(3) For purposes of calculating maximum lot coverage and floor area for
detached dwellings, group homes, day care homes and limited day care
homes on property bounded on at least one side by the ordinary high water
mark of a body of water, as defined in Chapter 9, Appendix 9A of the
Village Code, the area of the lot shall be determined using the mean lake
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elevation of 579’ above sea-level in place of the lot line which is the ordinary
high water mark.

(4) Up to an additional 200 square feet in excess of the lot coverage limit
established in this Section may be occupied by a detached or attached garage
serving principal structures built before March 3, 1990.

(5) Up to an additional 400 square feet in excess of the floor area limit
established in this Section may be occupied by a detached or attached
garage.

(6) Up to an additional 200 square feet in excess of the floor area limit
established in this Section may be occupied by an open front porch as
defined in Section 2.1.3 and applied by the following formula:

(Lot Area/8,400) x 200.

(7) Up to an additional 300 square feet in excess of the floor area limit
established in this Section may be occupied by attic floor area as defined in
Section 2.1.3 and applied by the following formula:

(Lot Area/12,000) x 300.

In order to receive this bonus, the attic space must be above the second floor
and below the roof rafters.

(8) If the mean average height of all homes on either side and within 100’ of
the subject property, is less than or equal to 30’, the applicant may
choose to apply the following floor area and lot coverage formulas and
applicable bonuses:

(i) The maximum lot coverage for detached dwellings, group
homes, day care homes, and limited day care homes shall be
determined by the following formula, expressed as a percentage
of the lot area:

0.40 - (1.33 x Lot Area / 100,000);

provided that, if the application of this formula would result in a
maximum permitted lot coverage of less than 20 percent of the
lot area, then maximum permitted lot coverage shall be 20
percent of the lot area.

(ii) The maximum floor area for detached dwellings, group homes,
day care homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined
by the following formula:
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(Lot Area) x (Maximum Lot Coverage) x 1.5;

provided that, if the application of this formula would result in a
floor area ratio of less than 0.30, then the maximum floor area
shall be calculated as (Lot Area) x 0.30.

(iii) Where the lot area is less than 8,400 square feet, up to an
additional 200 square feet in excess of the lot coverage and floor
area limit established in this Section may be occupied by a
detached or attached garage. Where the lot area is 8,400 square
feet or more, up to an additional 400 square feet in excess of the
lot coverage and floor area limit established in this Section may
be occupied by a detached or attached garage.

(iv) Up to an additional 100 square feet in excess of the floor area
limit shall be allowed where the principal structure includes a
front porch as defined in Section 2.1.3.

(v) For purposes of this subparagraph (g)(8), for lots less than 100’
from a corner, the 100’ distance shall turn the corner.

(h) Maximum floor area ratio for all other uses: The maximum floor area ratio shall
be 0.7 for all other uses in the district that are not governed by (g) above.

(1) Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area and
maximum lot coverage shall be calculated as described under the
definition of “floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of this Section.
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PART 3: "R1" SINGLE-FAMILY DETACHED RESIDENCE DISTRICT

Section 20-5.3.1. Purpose

The R1 District is established to protect, promote, and maintain the development of single-
family detached housing and limited public and institutional uses that are compatible with the
surrounding residential neighborhood. The development standards and range of allowable uses for
this district are designed to maintain a suitable environment for family living at the relatively low
density of development characteristic of the current pattern of development in the district.

Section 20-5.3.2. Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the R1 District, in accordance
with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Detached dwellings.

(b) Group homes for the elderly, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by the Village; and

(2) First preference for occupancy in the home is accorded to persons who
currently reside in the Village, to the extent permissible under applicable
State and federal laws and regulations; and

(3) The home is located no closer than 1,320 feet to any other group home for
the elderly or group home for the handicapped.

(c) Group homes for persons with disabilities, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by the applicable State agency as well as the Village; and

(2) First preference for occupancy in the home is accorded to persons who
currently reside in the Village or are children of persons who reside in the
Village, to the extent permissible under applicable State and federal laws and
regulations; and

(3) The home is located no closer than 1,320 feet to any other group home for
the handicapped or group home for the elderly.

(d) Accessory uses, including home occupations, limited day care homes, and parking
areas, except for those designated as special uses in Section 5.3.3 or Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter.
A tent erected on a residential lot for a party, reception, or similar event that is accessory to and
associated with the residential use on the lot shall be a permitted use, provided that:
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(1) The tent is erected for a period no longer than 120 hours

(2) The tent complies with the Electric Code [Village Code Chapter 9-5] and
Fire Prevention Code [Village Code Chapter 9-7].

Section 20-5.3.3. Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the R1 District, in accordance with
the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3, of this Chapter:

(a) Cemeteries.

(b) Clubs and lodges, provided that no lodging for members or guests is provided on the
premises.

(c) Colleges, provided that the use is located on a lot at least five acres in area.

(d) Day care homes, day care centers, and part-day child-care facilities, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by or registered with the Illinois Department of Children
and Family Services in accordance with the Child Care Act of 1969, as
amended (225 ILCS 10/1, et seq.); and

(2) All outdoor play space is fenced to a height no less than 3 ½ feet and no
more than 6 ½ feet.

(e) Fire and police stations.

(f) Golf courses, provided that:

(1) The use is located on a lot at least five acres in area; and

(2) No administration, maintenance, or clubhouse building is located less than
50 feet from a residential lot line.

(g) Parking lots, not located on the same lot as the use or uses served by the parking lot.

(h) Parks and playgrounds, less than four acres in area, provided that:

(1) No more than one building is located on the lot; and

(2) The building has a height no greater than 15 feet; and
(3) The building has a floor area no greater than 500 square feet.



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Article 4, Development Review Procedures Page 99

(i) Parks and playgrounds, four acres or more in area, provided that no administration
or maintenance building is located less than 50 feet from a residential lot line.

(j) Places of worship.

(k) Public utility service uses.

(l) Recreation centers, provided that:

(1) The use is located on a lot at least four acres in area; and

(2) No administration, maintenance, or recreational building is located less than
50 feet from a residential lot line.

(m) Schools.

(n) The following accessory uses:

(1) Convents, monasteries, rectories, and faculty housing, provided that such use
is accessory to and associated with a place of worship, school, boarding
school, or college;

(2) Lighted tennis, racquet, and paddle ball courts;

(3) Unusual recreational equipment; and

(4) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in Article
6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

(5) Broadcast Studios without transmitting antennae, provided that such use is
accessory to and associated with a lawfully established special use operated
by a unit of local government.

(o) Offices independent of and located within an existing institutional use, provided
that such use is located wholly within the building used and occupied by an existing, lawfully
established or legal non-conforming institutional use, and further provided that there be no more
than one such office in any such building and that said office be occupied by no more than three
employees and four clients at the same time.

(p) Limited personal service establishment uses independent of and located within an
existing house of worship, club or lodge institutional use, provided that such use is located
wholly within the building used and occupied by an existing, lawfully established or legal non-
conforming house of worship, club or lodge institutional use, and further provided that there be
no more than one such limited personal service establishment use in any such building.
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(q) Adaptive reuse senior housing, provided that such use, not including parking
necessary for the housing and outdoor living space, is reusing a building previously
occupied by a lawfully established or legal non-conforming institutional use.

(r) Accessory Living Units, as provided in Section 20-6.4.20 of this Chapter.

Section 20-5.3.4. Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the R1 District shall meet the following development
standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum lot area: 8,400 square feet.

(b) Minimum lot width: 60 feet.

(c) Minimum front yard: 25 feet. However, where an established front yard greater
than 25 feet exists along the same block and same side of the street as the lot to be developed, the
minimum required front yard on the lot shall be the established residential front yard setback as
defined under Section 2.1.3 of this Chapter.

(d) Minimum side yards: For detached dwellings and day care homes, no one side yard
shall be less than ten percent of the lot width or five feet, whichever is greater, and both side yards
together shall total no less than 25 percent of the lot width or 12.5 feet, whichever is greater; on a
corner lot, however, the side yard abutting the street shall be no less than 30 percent of the width of
the lot or 25 feet, whichever is less, but in no event less than 15 feet. For all other uses, each side
yard shall be no less than 20 feet.

(e) Minimum rear yard: For detached dwellings and day care homes, the rear yard shall
be no less than 20 percent of the lot depth or 40 feet, whichever is less, but in no event less than 25
feet. For all other uses, the rear yard shall be no less than 40 feet.

(f) Maximum height:

(1) For all uses except non-habitable architectural features on institutional use
principal buildings, the principal building shall not exceed a height of 35 feet
or two and one-half stories, whichever is less.

(2) Detached dwellings and two-unit dwellings with a predominantly flat roof,
as determined by the Director of Community Development, may not exceed
a maximum height of 27’.

(3) Non-habitable architectural features on institutional use principal buildings
shall not exceed a height of 60 feet, provided that all required side and rear
yards shall be increased by one foot for each additional foot of height over
35 feet.
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(4) No accessory building or structure shall exceed a height of 15 feet.

(5) A detached garage with a flat roof may not exceed a maximum height of 12’.

(6) A detached garage with a mansard roof may not exceed a maximum height
of 15’.

(7) A detached garage may exceed 15 feet in height, but be not more than 18
feet in height, under the following conditions:

(a) The maximum distance from the interior finished floor of the garage
to the top of the exterior wall framing shall not exceed eight feet,
four inches (8’ 4”).

(b) No dormers or other projections outward from the plane of the roof
are permitted higher than 12’ above grade.

(g) Maximum lot coverage and floor area for detached dwellings, group homes, day
care homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined by the following formula:

(1) The maximum floor area for detached dwellings, group homes, day care
homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined by the following
formula:

(0.5 – (Lot Area/80,000)) x Lot Area.

For lots 16,005 square feet and greater, the maximum floor area shall be
30% of the lot area.

(2) The maximum lot coverage for detached dwellings, group homes, day care
homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined by the following
formula:

((0.5 – (Lot Area/80,000))/1.38) x Lot Area.

For lots 17,920 square feet and greater, the maximum lot coverage shall be
20% of the lot area.

(3) Up to an additional 400 square feet in excess of the floor area limit
established in this Section may be occupied by a detached or attached
garage.

(4) Up to an additional 200 square feet in excess of the lot coverage limit
established in this Section may be occupied by a detached or attached garage
serving principal structures built before March 3, 1990.
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(5) Up to an additional 200 square feet in excess of the floor area limit
established in this Section may be occupied by an open front porch as
defined in Section 2.1.3 and applied by the following formula:

(Lot Area/8,400) x 200.

(6) Up to an additional 300 square feet in excess of the floor area limit
established in this Section may be occupied by attic floor area as defined in
Section 2.1.3 and applied by the following formula:

(Lot Area/12,000) x 300.

In order to receive this bonus, the attic space must be above the second floor
and below the roof rafters.

(7) If the mean average height of all homes on either side and within 100’ of
the subject property, is less than or equal to 30’, the applicant may
choose to apply the following floor area and lot coverage formulas and
applicable bonuses:

(i) The maximum lot coverage for detached dwellings, group
homes, day care homes, and limited day care homes shall be
determined by the following formula, expressed as a percentage
of the lot area:

0.40 - (1.33 x Lot Area / 100,000);

provided that, if the application of this formula would result in a
maximum permitted lot coverage of less than 20 percent of the
lot area, then maximum permitted lot coverage shall be 20
percent of the lot area.

(ii) The maximum floor area for detached dwellings, group homes,
day care homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined
by the following formula:

(Lot Area) x (Maximum Lot Coverage) x 1.5;

provided that, if the application of this formula would result in a
floor area ratio of less than 0.30, then the maximum floor area
shall be calculated as (Lot Area) x 0.30.

(iii) Where the lot area is less than 8,400 square feet, up to an
additional 200 square feet in excess of the lot coverage and floor
area limit established in this Section may be occupied by a
detached or attached garage. Where the lot area is 8,400 square
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feet or more, up to an additional 400 square feet in excess of the
lot coverage and floor area limit established in this Section may
be occupied by a detached or attached garage.

(iv) Up to an additional 100 square feet in excess of the floor area
limit shall be allowed where the principal structure includes a
front porch as defined in Section 2.1.3.

(v) For purposes of this subparagraph (g)(8), for lots less than 100’
from a corner, the 100’ distance shall turn the corner.

(h) Maximum floor area ratio for all other uses: The maximum floor area ratio shall
be 0.7 for all other uses in the district that are not governed by (g) above.

(1) Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area and
maximum lot coverage shall be calculated as described under the
definition of “floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of this Section.
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PART 4: "R2" TOWNHOUSE RESIDENCE DISTRICT

Section 20-5.4.1. Purpose

The R2 District is established to protect, promote, and maintain the development of single-
family detached and attached housing and limited public and institutional uses that are compatible
with the surrounding residential neighborhood. The development standards and range of allowable
uses for this district are designed to provide for residential living in areas that have a single-family
residential character but are transitions between areas of commercial or multi-family uses and areas
of predominantly single-family detached dwellings.

Section 20-5.4.2. Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the R2 District, in accordance
with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Detached dwellings.

(b) Townhouses, with no more than four units in a building and no more than one
building on a lot, provided that:

(1) The dwelling units are developed on a lot which is initially under unified
ownership or control; and

(2) All units front a public street.

(c) Two-unit dwellings.

(d) Group homes for the elderly, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by the Village; and

(2) First preference for occupancy in the home is accorded to persons who
currently reside in the Village, to the extent permissible under applicable
State and Federal laws and regulations; and

(3) The home is located no closer than 1,320 feet to any other group home for
the elderly or group home for the handicapped; however, this requirement
shall not apply as between two group homes which are located in the same
two-unit dwelling.

(e) Group homes for persons with disabilities, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by the applicable State agency as well as the Village; and
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(2) First preference for occupancy in the home is accorded to persons who
currently reside in the Village or are children of persons who reside in the
Village, to the extent permissible under applicable State and Federal laws
and regulations; and

(3) The home is located no closer than 1,320 feet to any other group home for
the handicapped or group home for the elderly; however, this requirement
shall not apply as between two group homes which are located in the same
two-unit dwelling.

(f) Accessory uses, including home occupations, limited day care homes, and parking
areas, except for those designated as special uses in Section 5.4.3 or Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter.
A tent erected on a residential lot for a party, reception, or similar event that is accessory to and
associated with the residential use on the lot shall be a permitted use, provided that:

(1) The tent is erected for a period no longer than 120 hours

(2) The tent complies with the Electric Code [Village Code Chapter 9-5] and
Fire Prevention Code [Village Code Chapter 9-7].

Section 20-5.4.3. Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the R2 District, in accordance with
the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter:

(a) Boarding schools, colleges, convents, and monasteries, provided that the use is
located on a lot at least five acres in area.

(b) Clubs and lodges.

(c) Congregate housing facilities for the elderly and/or persons with disabilities,
provided that:

(1) Preference for occupancy in this type of housing shall be accorded to
residents of Wilmette and their families, to the extent permissible under
applicable State and Federal laws and regulations; and

(2) If a license is required for operation of the use under Chapter 21 of the
Village Code, the special use approval shall terminate upon the revocation or
non-renewal of the license.

(d) Day care homes, day care centers, and part-day child-care facilities, provided that:
(1) The use is licensed by or registered with the Illinois Department of Children

and Family Services in accordance with the Child Care Act of 1969, as
amended (225 ILCS 10/1, et seq.); and
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(2) All outdoor play space is fenced to a height no less than 3½ feet and no more
than 6½ feet.

(e) Fire and police stations.

(f) Housing for the elderly and/or persons with disabilities, provided that:

(1) There are no more than 24 dwelling units in any one building; and

(2) The gross density of development on the property does not exceed 18
dwelling units per acre; and

(3) To the extent permissible under applicable State and Federal laws and
regulations, first preference for occupancy of the units shall be accorded to
eligible persons who have been residents of the Village for two or more
years and who applied for occupancy during this period, and eligible persons
who were residents of the Village for five or more years and who applied for
occupancy within two years after their residency ceased. Second preference
shall be accorded to eligible persons who were residents or former residents
of the Village who do not qualify for a first preference and eligible persons
who are parents of Village residents.

(g) Libraries.

(h) Parking lots, not located on the same lot as the use or uses served by the parking lot.

(i) Parks and playgrounds, less than four acres in area, provided that:

(1) No more than one building is located on the lot; and

(2) The building has a height no greater than 15 feet; and

(3) The building has a floor area no greater than 500 square feet.

(j) Parks and playgrounds, four acres or more in area, provided that no administration
or maintenance building is located less than 50 feet from a residential lot line.

(k) Places of worship.

(l) Post offices.

(m) Public utility service uses.
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(n) Recreation centers, provided that:

(1) The use is located on a lot at least four acres in area; and

(2) No administration, maintenance, or recreational building is located less than
50 feet from a residential lot line;

(o) Schools.

(p) Townhouses, with more than four units in a building, with more than one building
on a lot, or with not all units fronting a public street, provided that:

(1) The dwelling units are laid out to ensure adequate privacy for residents, such
as by the separation of buildings or landscaping between buildings; and

(2) All off-street parking areas and interior driveways are located and designed
to provide safe, quick, and convenient access for emergency vehicles, refuse
collection, and service and delivery vehicles.

(q) The following accessory uses:

(1) Convents, monasteries, rectories, and faculty housing, provided that such use
is accessory to and associated with a place of worship, school, boarding
school, or college;

(2) Lighted tennis, racquet, and paddle ball courts;

(3) Unusual recreational equipment; and

(4) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in Article
6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

(r) Offices independent of and located within an existing institutional use, provided
that such use is located wholly within the building used and occupied by an existing, lawfully
established or legal non-conforming institutional use, and further provided that there be no more
than one such office in any such building and that said office be occupied by no more than three
employees and four clients at the same time.

(s) Limited personal service establishment uses independent of and located within an
existing house of worship, club or lodge institutional use, provided that such use is located
wholly within the building used and occupied by an existing, lawfully established or legal non-
conforming house of worship, club or lodge institutional use, and further provided that there be
no more than one such limited personal service establishment use in any such building.
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(t) Adaptive reuse senior housing, provided that such use, not including parking
necessary for the housing and outdoor living space, is reusing a building previously occupied by
a lawfully established or legal non-conforming institutional use.

(u) Accessory Living Units, as accessory to detached dwellings only, and as provided
in Section 20-6.4.20 of this Chapter.

Section 20-5.4.4. Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the R2 District shall meet the following development
standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum lot area: For townhouses, 3,000 square feet per dwelling unit. For all
other uses, 8,400 square feet.

(b) Minimum lot width: 100 feet for townhouses; 50 feet for all other uses. When
applied to townhouses, this requirement shall apply to the development as a whole, rather than to
each individual dwelling unit.

(c) Minimum front yard: 25 feet. However, where an established front yard greater
than 25 feet exists along the same block and same side of the street as the lot to be developed, the
minimum required front yard on the lot shall be the established residential front yard setback as
defined under Section 2.1.3 of this Chapter. When applied to townhouses, this requirement shall
apply to the development as a whole, rather than to each individual dwelling unit.

(d) Minimum side yards: For townhouses, two-unit dwellings, detached dwellings,
group homes, and day care homes, no one side yard shall be less than ten percent of the lot width or
five feet, whichever is greater, and both side yards together shall total no less than 25 percent of the
lot width or 12.5 feet, whichever is greater. However, where townhouses are developed so that the
individual units face the side lot line rather than the street, the combined side yards shall be no less
than 50 percent of the lot width, with no one side yard being less than 12 feet. When applied to
townhouses, this requirement shall apply to the development as a whole, rather than to each
individual dwelling unit, and shall not apply to lot lines dividing dwellings that share a party wall.
For all other uses, each side yard shall be no less than 12 feet. For all uses on a corner lot, the side
yard abutting the street shall be no less than 30 percent of the lot width or 25 feet, whichever is less,
but in no event less than 15 feet.

(e) Minimum rear yard: The rear yard shall be no less than 20 percent of the lot depth
or 40 feet, whichever is less, but in no event less than 30 feet. When applied to townhouses, this
requirement shall apply to the development as a whole, rather than to each individual dwelling unit.
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(f) Maximum height:

(1) For all uses except non-habitable architectural features on institutional use
principal buildings, the principal building shall not exceed a height of 35 feet
or two and one-half stories, whichever is less.

(2) Detached dwellings and two-unit dwellings with a predominantly flat roof,
as determined by the Director of Community Development, may not exceed
a maximum height of 27’.

(3) Non-habitable architectural features on institutional use principal buildings
shall not exceed a height of 60 feet, provided that all required side and rear
yards shall be increased by one foot for each additional foot of height over
35 feet.

(4) No accessory building or structure shall exceed a height of 15 feet.

(5) A detached garage with a flat roof may not exceed a maximum height of 12’.

(6) A detached garage with a mansard roof may not exceed a maximum height
of 15’.

(7) A detached garage may exceed 15 feet in height, but be not more than 18
feet in height under the following conditions:

(a) The maximum distance from the interior finished floor of the garage
to the top of the exterior wall framing shall not exceed eight feet,
four inches (8’ 4”).

(b) No dormers or other projections outward from the plane of the roof
are permitted higher than 12’ above grade.

(g) Maximum lot coverage and floor area for detached dwellings, group homes, day
care homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined by the following formula:

(1) The maximum floor area for detached dwellings, group homes, day care
homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined by the following
formula:

(0.5 – (Lot Area/80,000)) x Lot Area.

For lots 16,005 square feet and greater, the maximum floor area shall be
30% of the lot area.
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(2) The maximum lot coverage for detached dwellings, group homes, day care
homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined by the following
formula:

((0.5 – (Lot Area/80,000))/1.38) x Lot Area.

For lots 17,920 square feet and greater, the maximum lot coverage shall be
20% of the lot area.

(3) Up to an additional 400 square feet in excess of the floor area limit
established in this Section may be occupied by a detached or attached
garage.

(4) Up to an additional 200 square feet in excess of the lot coverage limit
established in this Section may be occupied by a detached or attached garage
serving principal structures built before March 3, 1990.

(5) Up to an additional 200 square feet in excess of the floor area limit
established in this Section may be occupied by an open front porch as
defined in Section 2.1.3 and applied by the following formula:

(Lot Area/8,400) x 200.

(6) Up to an additional 300 square feet in excess of the floor area limit
established in this Section may be occupied by attic floor area as defined in
Section 2.1.3 and applied by the following formula:

(Lot Area/12,000) x 300.

In order to receive this bonus, the attic space must be above the second floor
and below the roof rafters.

(7) If the mean average height of all homes on either side and within 100’ of
the subject property, is less than or equal to 30’, the applicant may
choose to apply the following floor area and lot coverage formulas and
applicable bonuses:

(i) The maximum lot coverage for detached dwellings, group
homes, day care homes, and limited day care homes shall be
determined by the following formula, expressed as a percentage
of the lot area:

0.40 - (1.33 x Lot Area / 100,000);

provided that, if the application of this formula would result in a
maximum permitted lot coverage of less than 20 percent of the
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lot area, then maximum permitted lot coverage shall be 20
percent of the lot area.

(ii) The maximum floor area for detached dwellings, group homes,
day care homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined
by the following formula:

(Lot Area) x (Maximum Lot Coverage) x 1.5;

provided that, if the application of this formula would result in a
floor area ratio of less than 0.30, then the maximum floor area
shall be calculated as (Lot Area) x 0.30.

(iii) Where the lot area is less than 8,400 square feet, up to an
additional 200 square feet in excess of the lot coverage and floor
area limit established in this Section may be occupied by a
detached or attached garage. Where the lot area is 8,400 square
feet or more, up to an additional 400 square feet in excess of the
lot coverage and floor area limit established in this Section may
be occupied by a detached or attached garage.

(iv) Up to an additional 100 square feet in excess of the floor area
limit shall be allowed where the principal structure includes a
front porch as defined in Section 2.1.3.

(v) For purposes of this subparagraph (g)(8), for lots less than 100’
from a corner, the 100’ distance shall turn the corner.

(h) Maximum floor area and lot coverage for two-unit dwellings:

(1) The maximum floor area for two-unit dwellings shall be determined by the
following formula:

((0.5 – (Lot Area/80,000)) x 1.25) x Lot Area;

however, in no event shall this subsection require a maximum floor area of
less than 30 percent of the lot area.

(2) The maximum lot coverage for two-unit dwellings shall be determined by
the following formula:

(((0.5 – (Lot Area/80,000))/1.38) x 1.25) x Lot Area;

however, in no event shall this subsection require a maximum lot coverage
of less than 20 percent of the lot area.
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(i) Maximum floor area ratio for townhomes: 0.7.

(j) Maximum floor area ratio for all other uses: The maximum floor area ratio shall be
0.8 for all other uses in the district that are not governed by subsection (g), (h) or (i) above.

(k) Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area and maximum lot
coverage shall be calculated as described under the definition of “floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of
this Section.
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PART 5: "R3" MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT

Section 20-5.5.1. Purpose

The R3 District is established to protect, promote, and maintain the development of multi-
family housing and limited public and institutional uses that are compatible with the surrounding
residential neighborhood. The development standards and range of allowable uses for this district
are designed to provide for convenience and affordability in residential living, at densities
characteristic of low-rise multi-family residential buildings.

Section 20-5.5.2. Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the R3 District, in accordance
with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Detached dwellings.

(b) Multi-family dwellings, provided that:

(1) There are no more than 24 dwelling units in any one building; and

(2) The gross density of development on the property does not exceed 18
dwelling units per acre; and

(3) No more than 10 percent of the dwelling units on the property are efficiency
units.

(c) Townhouses, with no more than four units in a building and no more than one
building on a lot, provided that:

(1) The dwelling units are developed on a lot which is initially under unified
development or control; and

(2) All units front a public street.

(d) Two-unit dwellings.

(e) Group homes for the elderly, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by the Village; and

(2) First preference for occupancy in the home is accorded to persons who
currently reside in the Village, to the extent permissible under applicable
State and Federal laws and regulations; and
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(3) The home is located no closer than 1,320 feet to any other group home for
the elderly or group home for the handicapped; however, this requirement
shall not apply as between two group homes which are located in the same
two-unit dwelling.

(f) Group homes for persons with disabilities, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by the applicable State agency as well as the Village; and

(2) First preference for occupancy in the home is accorded to persons who
currently reside in the Village or are children of persons who reside in the
Village, to the extent permissible under applicable State and Federal laws
and regulations; and

(3) The home is located no closer than 1,320 feet to any other group home for
the handicapped or group home for the elderly; however, this requirement
shall not apply as between two group homes which are located in the same
two-unit dwelling.

(g) Accessory uses, including home occupations, limited day care homes, and parking
lots, except for those designated as special uses in Section 5.5.3 or Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

Section 20-5.5.3. Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the R3 District, in accordance with
the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter:

(a) Boarding schools, colleges, convents, and monasteries, provided that the use is
located on a lot at least five acres in area.

(b) Clubs and lodges.

(c) Congregate housing facilities for the elderly and/or persons with disabilities,
provided that:

(1) Preference for occupancy in this type of housing shall be accorded to
residents of Wilmette and their families, to the extent permissible under
applicable State and Federal laws and regulations; and

(2) If a license is required for operation of the use under Chapter 21 of the
Village Code, the special use approval shall terminate upon the revocation or
non-renewal of the license.

(d) Day care homes, day care centers, and part-day child-care facilities, provided that:
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(1) The use is licensed by or registered with the Illinois Department of Children
and Family Services in accordance with the Child Care Act of 1969, as
amended (225 ILCS 10/1, et seq.); and

(2) All outdoor play space is fenced to a height no less than 3 ½ feet and no
more than 6 ½ feet.

(e) Fire and police stations.

(f) Housing for the elderly and/or persons with disabilities, provided that:

(1) The gross density of development on the property does not exceed 30
dwelling units per acre; and

(2) To the extent permissible under applicable State and Federal laws and
regulations, first preference for occupancy of the units shall be accorded to
eligible persons who have been residents of the Village for two or more
years and who applied for occupancy during this period, and eligible persons
who were residents of the Village for five or more years and who applied for
occupancy within two years after their residency ceased. Second preference
shall be accorded to eligible persons who were residents or former residents
of the Village who do not qualify for a first preference and eligible persons
who are parents of Village residents.

(g) Multi-family dwellings, provided that:

(1) The gross density of development on the property does not exceed 30
dwelling units per acre; and

(2) No more than 10 percent of the dwelling units on the property are efficiency
units.

(h) Museums.

(i) Nursing homes, provided that:

(1) The use is located on a lot at least 30,000 square feet in area for a facility
containing accommodations for 25 or fewer persons, plus 800 additional
square feet of lot area for each accommodation above 25; and

(2) The use is licensed by the Illinois Department of Public Health; and

(3) First preference for occupancy in the home is accorded to persons who
currently reside in the Village, to the extent permissible under applicable
State and Federal laws and regulations.
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(j) Parking lots, not located on the same lot as the use or uses served by the parking lot.

(k) Parks and playgrounds, less than four acres in area, provided that:

(1) No more than one building is located on the lot; and

(2) The building has a height no greater than 15 feet; and

(3) The building has a floor area no greater than 500 square feet.

(l) Parks and playgrounds, four acres or more in area, provided that no administration
or maintenance building is located less than 50 feet from a residential lot line.

(m) Places of worship.

(n) Public utility service uses.

(o) Recreation centers, provided that:

(1) The use is located on a lot at least four acres in area; and

(2) No administration, maintenance, or recreational building is located less than
50 feet from a residential lot line.

(p) Schools.

(q) Townhouses, with more than four units in a building, with more than one building
on a lot, or with not all units fronting a public street, provided that:

(1) The dwelling units are laid out to ensure adequate privacy for residents, such
as by the separation of buildings or landscaping between buildings; and

(2) All off-street parking areas and interior driveways are located and designed
to provide safe, quick, and convenient access for emergency vehicles, refuse
collection, and service and delivery vehicles.

(r) The following accessory uses:

(1) Convents, monasteries, rectories, and faculty housing, provided that such use
is accessory to and associated with a place of worship, school, boarding
school, or college;

(2) Lighted tennis, racquet, and paddle ball courts;

(3) Unusual recreational equipment; and
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(4) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in Article
6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

(s) Offices independent of and located within an existing institutional use, provided
that such use is located wholly within the building used and occupied by an existing, lawfully
established or legal non-conforming institutional use, and further provided that there be no more
than one such office in any such building and that said office be occupied by no more than three
employees and four clients at the same time.

(t) Limited personal service establishment uses independent of and located within an
existing house of worship, club or lodge institutional use, provided that such use is located
wholly within the building used and occupied by an existing, lawfully established or legal non-
conforming house of worship, club or lodge institutional use, and further provided that there be
no more than one such limited personal service establishment use in any such building.

(u) Adaptive reuse senior housing, provided that such use, not including parking
necessary for the housing and outdoor living space, is reusing a building previously occupied by
a lawfully established or legal non-conforming institutional use.

Section 20-5.5.4. Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the R3 District shall meet the following development
standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum lot area: For townhouses, 3,000 square feet per dwelling unit. For all
other uses, 8,000 square feet.

(b) Minimum lot width: 100 feet for townhouses; 50 feet for all other uses. When
applied to townhouses, this requirement shall apply to the development as a whole, rather than to
each individual dwelling unit.

(c) Minimum front yard: 25 feet. However, where an established front yard greater
than 25 feet exists along the same block and same side of the street as the lot to be developed, the
minimum required front yard on the lot shall be the established residential front yard setback as
defined under Section 2.1.3 of this Chapter. When applied to townhouses, this requirement shall
apply to the development as a whole, rather than to each individual dwelling unit.

(d) Minimum side yards: 12 feet. However, where townhouses are developed so that
the individual units face the side lot line rather than the street, the combined side yards shall be no
less than 50 percent of the lot width, with no one side yard being less than 12 feet. When applied to
townhouses, this requirement shall apply to the development as a whole, rather than to each
individual dwelling unit, and shall not apply to lot lines dividing dwellings that share a party wall.
For all uses on a corner lot, the side yard abutting the street shall be no less than 25 feet. For two-
unit dwellings, detached dwellings, group homes, and day care homes, no one side shall be less than
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10 percent of the lot width or five feet, whichever is greater, and both side yards together shall total
no less than 25 percent of the lot width or 12.5 feet, whichever is greater.

(e) Minimum rear yard: 30 feet. When applied to townhouses, this requirement shall
apply to the development as a whole, rather than to each individual dwelling unit. For two-unit
dwellings, detached dwellings, group homes, and day care homes, the rear yard shall be no less than
20 percent of the lot depth or 40 feet, whichever is less, but in no event less than 30 feet.

(f) Maximum height:

(1) For all uses except non-habitable architectural features on institutional use
principal buildings, the principal building shall not exceed a height of 36 feet
or two and one-half stories, whichever is less.

(2) Non-habitable architectural features on institutional use principal buildings
shall not exceed a height of 60 feet, provided that all required side and rear
yards shall be increased by one foot for each additional foot of height over
36 feet.

(3) No accessory building or structure shall exceed a height of 15 feet.

(4) A detached garage with a flat roof may not exceed a maximum height of 12’.

(5) A detached garage with a mansard roof may not exceed a maximum height
of 15’.

(6) A detached garage may exceed 15 feet in height, but be not more than 18
feet in height under the following conditions:

(a) The maximum distance from the interior finished floor of the
garage to the top of the exterior wall framing shall not exceed
eight feet, four inches (8’ 4”).

(b) No dormers or other projections outward from the plane of
the roof are permitted higher than 12’ above grade.

(g) Maximum lot coverage and floor area for detached dwellings, group homes, day
care homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined by the following formula:

(1) The maximum floor area for detached dwellings, group homes, day care
homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined by the following
formula:

(0.5 – (Lot Area/80,000)) x Lot Area.

For lots 16,005 square feet and greater, the maximum floor area shall be
30% of the lot area.
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(2) The maximum lot coverage for detached dwellings, group homes, day care
homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined by the following
formula:

((0.5 – (Lot Area/80,000))/1.38) x Lot Area.

For lots 17,920 square feet and greater, the maximum lot coverage shall be
20% of the lot area.

(3) Up to an additional 400 square feet in excess of the floor area limit
established in this Section may be occupied by a detached or attached
garage.

(4) Up to an additional 200 square feet in excess of the floor area limit
established in this Section may be occupied by an open front porch as
defined in Section 2.1.3 and applied by the following formula:

(Lot Area/8,400) x 200.

(5) Up to an additional 300 square feet in excess of the floor area limit
established in this Section may be occupied by attic floor area as defined in
Section 2.1.3 and applied by the following formula:

(Lot Area/12,000) x 300.

In order to receive this bonus, the attic space must be above the second floor
and below the roof rafters.

(6) If the mean average height of all homes on either side and within 100’ of
the subject property, is less than or equal to 30’, the applicant may
choose to apply the following floor area and lot coverage formulas and
applicable bonuses:

(i) The maximum lot coverage for detached dwellings, group
homes, day care homes, and limited day care homes shall be
determined by the following formula, expressed as a percentage
of the lot area:

0.40 - (1.33 x Lot Area / 100,000);

provided that, if the application of this formula would result in a
maximum permitted lot coverage of less than 20 percent of the
lot area, then maximum permitted lot coverage shall be 20
percent of the lot area.
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(ii) The maximum floor area for detached dwellings, group homes,
day care homes, and limited day care homes shall be determined
by the following formula:

(Lot Area) x (Maximum Lot Coverage) x 1.5;

provided that, if the application of this formula would result in a
floor area ratio of less than 0.30, then the maximum floor area
shall be calculated as (Lot Area) x 0.30.

(iii) Where the lot area is less than 8,400 square feet, up to an
additional 200 square feet in excess of the lot coverage and floor
area limit established in this Section may be occupied by a
detached or attached garage. Where the lot area is 8,400 square
feet or more, up to an additional 400 square feet in excess of the
lot coverage and floor area limit established in this Section may
be occupied by a detached or attached garage.

(iv) Up to an additional 100 square feet in excess of the floor area
limit shall be allowed where the principal structure includes a
front porch as defined in Section 2.1.3.

(v) For purposes of this subparagraph (g)(8), for lots less than 100’
from a corner, the 100’ distance shall turn the corner.

(h) Maximum floor area and lot coverage for two-unit dwellings:

(1) The maximum floor area for two-unit dwellings shall be determined by the
following formula:

((0.5 – (Lot Area/80,000)) x 1.25) x Lot Area;

however, in no event shall this subsection require a maximum floor area of
less than 30 percent of the lot area.

(2) The maximum lot coverage for two-unit dwellings shall be determined by
the following formula:

(((0.5 – (Lot Area/80,000))/1.38) x 1.25) x Lot Area;

however, in no event shall this subsection require a maximum lot coverage
of less than 20 percent of the lot area.

(i) Maximum floor area ratio for townhomes: 0.7.
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(j) Maximum floor area ratio for all other uses: The maximum floor area ratio shall be
1.0 for all other uses in the district that are not governed by subsection (g), (h) or (i) above.

(k) Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area and maximum lot
coverage shall be calculated as described under the definition of “floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of
this Section.
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PART 6: "R4" MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT

Section 20-5.6.1. Purpose

The R4 District is established to protect, promote, and maintain the development of multi-
family housing and limited public and institutional uses that are compatible with the surrounding
residential neighborhood. The development standards and range of allowable uses for this district
are designed to provide for convenience and affordability in residential living, at a density
characteristic of high-rise multi-family residential buildings.

Section 20-5.6.2. Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the R4 District, in accordance
with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Housing for the elderly and/or persons with disabilities, provided that:

(1) The gross density of development on the property shall not exceed 40
dwelling units per acre, except where the lot has an area of less than 15,000
square feet, in which case the gross density shall not exceed 27 units per
acre; and

(2) To the extent permitted under applicable State and Federal laws and
regulations, first preference for occupancy of the units shall be accorded to
eligible persons who were residents of the Village for two or more years and
who applied for occupancy during this period, and eligible persons who were
residents of the Village for five or more years and who applied for
occupancy within two years after their residency ceased. Second preference
shall be accorded to eligible persons who were residents or former residents
of the Village who do not qualify for a first preference, and eligible persons
who are parents of Village residents.

(b) Multi-family dwellings, provided that:

(1) The gross density of development on the property shall not exceed 40
dwelling units per acre, except where the lot has an area of less than 15,000
square feet, in which case the gross density shall not exceed 27 units per
acre; and

(2) No more than 10 percent of the dwelling units on the property are efficiency
units.

(c) Townhouses, with no more than four units in a building or no more than one
building on a lot, provided that:
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(1) The dwelling units are developed on a lot which is initially under unified
development or control; and

(2) All units front a public street.

(d) Accessory uses, including home occupations, limited day care homes, and parking
lots, except for those designated as special uses in Section 5.6.3 or Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

Section 20-5.6.3. Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the R4 District, in accordance with
the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter:

(a) Day care homes, day care centers, and part-day child-care facilities, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by or registered with the Illinois Department of Children
and Family Services in accordance with the Child Care Act of 1969, as
amended (225 ILCS 10/1, et seq.); and

(2) All outdoor play space is fenced to a height no less than 3-½ feet and no
more than 6-½ feet.

(b) Fire and police stations.

(c) Parking lots, not located on the same lot as the use or uses served by the parking lot.

(d) Parks and playgrounds, less than four acres in area, provided that:

(1) No more than one building is located on the lot; and

(2) The building has a height no greater than 15 feet; and

(3) The building has a floor area no greater than 500 square feet.

(e) Parks and playgrounds, four acres or more in area, provided that no administration
or maintenance building is located less than 50 feet from a residential lot line.

(f) Places of worship.

(g) Public utility service uses.

(h) Recreation centers, provided that:

(1) The use is located on a lot at least four acres in area; and
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(2) No administration, maintenance, or recreational building is located less than
50 feet from a residential lot line.

(i) Schools.

(j) Townhouses, with more than four units in a building or more than one building on a
lot, provided that:

(1) The dwelling units are laid out to ensure adequate privacy for residents, such
as by the separation of buildings or landscaping between buildings; and

(2) All off-street parking areas and interior driveways are located and designed
to provide safe, quick, and convenient access for emergency vehicles, refuse
collection, and service and delivery vehicles.

(k) The following accessory uses:

(1) Convents, monasteries, rectories, and faculty housing, provided that such use
is accessory to and associated with a place of worship or school;

(2) Lighted tennis, racquet, and paddle ball courts;

(3) Unusual recreational equipment; and

(4) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in Article
6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

(l) Limited personal service establishment uses independent of and located within an
existing house of worship, club or lodge institutional use, provided that such use is located
wholly within the building used and occupied by an existing, lawfully established or legal non-
conforming house of worship, club or lodge institutional use, and further provided that there be
no more than one such limited personal service establishment use in any such building.

Section 20-5.6.4. Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the R4 District shall meet the following development
standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum lot area: For townhouses, 3,000 square feet per dwelling unit. For all
other uses, 6,000 square feet.

(b) Minimum lot width: 100 feet. When applied to townhouses, this requirement shall
apply to the development as a whole, rather than to each individual dwelling unit.
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(c) Minimum front yard: 30 feet. However, where an established front yard greater
than that required above exists along the same block and same side of the street as the lot to be
developed, the minimum required front yard on the lot shall be the established residential front yard
setback as defined under Section 2.1.3 of this Chapter. When applied to townhouses, this
requirement shall apply to the development as a whole, rather than to each individual dwelling unit.

(d) Minimum side yards: For townhouses and day care homes, 12 feet. However,
where townhouses are developed so that the individual units face the side lot line rather than the
street, the combined side yards shall be no less than 50 percent of the lot width, with no one side
yard being less than 12 feet. When applied to townhouses, this requirement shall apply to the
development as a whole, rather than to each individual dwelling unit, and shall not apply to lot lines
dividing dwellings that share a party wall. For all other uses, each side yard shall be no less than 30
feet. In addition, any side yard that abuts property in an R, R1, R2, or R3 District shall be increased
by one foot for each foot that the principal building or structure exceeds a height of 35 feet.

(e) Minimum rear yard: 35 feet. When applied to townhouses, this requirement shall
apply to the development as a whole, rather than to each individual dwelling unit. In addition, any
rear yard that abuts property in an R, R1, R2, or R3 District shall be increased by one foot for each
foot that the principal building or structure exceeds a height of 35 feet.

(f) Maximum floor area ratio: 3.0.

(1) Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area and
maximum lot coverage shall be calculated as described under the definition
of “floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of this Section.

(g) Maximum height: 85 feet. No accessory building or structure, except for a parking
deck, shall exceed a height of 15 feet.
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PART 7: "NR" AND “NR-1” NEIGHBORHOOD RETAIL BUSINESS DISTRICTS

SUBPART 7.1: “NR” NEIGHBORHOOD RETAIL BUSINESS DISTRICT

Section 20-5.7.1.1 Purpose
The NR District is established to maintain the scale and promote the continuation of

existing commercial centers that provide goods and services primarily for the
convenience of the residents of the surrounding neighborhood. In addition, the district is
designed to accommodate limited multi-family housing and congregate care
opportunities in a small-scale, mixed-use neighborhood environment. The development
standards and range of allowable uses for the NR District are designed to maintain a
relatively small-scale, pedestrian-oriented environment characteristic of neighborhood
commercial districts.

Section 20-5.7.1.2 Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the NR District, in
accordance with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Carry-out food service accessory to a full service restaurant, in accordance with
Section 6.4.7.

(b) Commercial retail establishments, up to a floor area of 4,000 square feet.

(c) Libraries, up to a floor area of 4,000 square feet.

(d) Multi-family dwellings, provided that no dwelling units, residential common
areas greater than 600 square feet, or parking required by the dwelling units are located at grade
or within 8’ of grade. Notwithstanding the above, parking required by the residential dwelling
units and common areas may be located entirely below grade.

(e) Offices, provided that, if located at grade or within 8’ of grade, such uses in
combination occupy no more than 10 percent of the linear street frontage in the particular NR
district in which proposed use is located.

(f) Personal service establishments, up to a floor area of 4,000 square feet.

(g) Full Service Restaurants, up to an area of 6,000 square feet.

(h) Accessory uses, including parking lots, except for those designated as special
uses in Section 5.7.3 or Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter.
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Section 20-5.7.1.3 Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the NR District, in
accordance with the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter:

(a) Automobile service stations.

(b) Bowling alleys, no greater than 22,500 square feet in floor area.

(c) Clubs and lodges.

(d) Commercial retail establishments, greater than 4,000 square feet in area.

(e) Congregate housing facilities for the elderly, provided that:

(1) No housing facilities, including common areas greater than 600 square
feet, or parking required by the dwelling units are located at grade or
within 8’ of grade. Notwithstanding the above, parking required by the
residential dwelling units and common areas may be located entirely
below grade; and

(2) Preference for occupancy in this type of housing shall be accorded to
residents of Wilmette and their families, to the extent permissible under
applicable State and Federal laws and regulations; and

(3) If a license is required for operation of the use under Chapter 21 of the
Village Code, the special use approval shall terminate upon the
revocation or non-renewal of the license.

(f) Day care centers, day care homes, and part-day child-care facilities, provided
that:

(1) The use is licensed by or registered with the Illinois Department of
Children and Family Services in accordance with the Child Care Act of
1969, as amended (225 ILCS 10/1, et seq.); and

(2) All outdoor play space is fenced to a height no less than 3½ feet and no
more than 6½ feet.

(g) Full service restaurants, greater than 15,000 square feet in area.

(h) Limited service restaurants and convenience food marts, provided that:

Vehicular access to the parking area for the use shall be provided only from a collector
or major street.
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(i) Health clubs.

(j) Housing for the elderly, provided that:

(1) No housing facilities, including common areas greater than 600 square
feet, or parking required by the dwelling units are located at grade or
within 8’ of grade. Notwithstanding the above, parking required by the
residential dwelling units and common areas may be located entirely
below grade; and

(2) To the extent permissible under applicable State and Federal laws and
regulations, first preference for occupancy of the units shall be accorded
to eligible persons who have been residents of the Village for two or
more years and who applied for occupancy during this period, and
eligible persons who were residents of the Village for five or more years
and who applied for occupancy within two years after their residency
ceased. Second preference shall be accorded to eligible persons who
were residents or former residents of the Village but who do not qualify
for a first preference, and eligible persons who are parents of Village
residents.

(k) Offices, where located at grade or within 8’ of grade and with such uses in
combination occupying more than ten percent of the linear street frontage in the particular NR
district in which the proposed use is located, provided that such a concentration of such uses
will not substantially diminish the overall retail character of the district in which the proposed
use is located.

(l) Parking lots, not located on the same lot as the use or uses served by the parking
lot.

(m) Parks and playgrounds, less than four acres in area, provided that:

(1) No more than one building is located on the lot; and

(2) The building has a height no greater than 15 feet; and

(3) The building has a floor area no greater than 500 square feet.

(n) Personal service establishments, greater than 4,000 square feet in area.

(o) Places of worship.

(p) Plumbing shops.

(q) Printing or photocopying establishment
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(r) Public utility service uses.

(s) Recreation centers.

(t) Research laboratories

(u) Shopping centers, provided that vehicular access to the parking area for the
shopping center shall be provided only from a collector or major street.

(v) Trade schools.

(w) The following accessory uses:

(1) Carry-out food services, not accessory to a full service restaurant, in
accordance with Section 6.4.7;

(2) An on-premises full-service laundry where it is an accessory use to a dry
cleaning drop-off and pick-up station and occupies no more than 25% of
the gross floor area of the establishment;

(3) Food service delivery, in accordance with Section 6.4.19;

(4) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in
Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter;

(x) Planned Unit Developments, as provided in Part 15 of this Article.

(y) 24-hour businesses, as provided in Article 6, Part 7 of this Chapter.

(z) Computer service establishments with food service.

Section 20-5.7.1.4 Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the NR District shall meet the following
development standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum lot area: None.

(b) Minimum lot width: 30 feet.

(c) Minimum front yard: None. However, where an established front yard exists
along the same block and same side of the street as the lot to be developed, the minimum
required front yard on the lot shall be the average front yard established by the existing principal
structures on the other lots within the same block and fronting the same street.
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(d) Minimum side yards: None required, except that any side yard that is provided
shall be no less than five feet. Where the side lot line is adjacent to a residential zoning district,
then the side yard requirement of the adjacent residential district shall apply along that side lot
line; if an alley or a street intervenes between the property and the adjacent residential district,
then the side yard shall be no less than 50 percent of the side yard requirement of the adjacent
residential district.

(e) Minimum rear yard: 25 feet.

(f) Maximum floor area ratio: 1.0.

(1) Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area and
maximum lot coverage shall be calculated as described under the
definition of “floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of this Section.

(g) Maximum height: 30 feet or 2½ stories, whichever is less. No accessory
building or structure shall exceed a height of 15 feet.
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SUBPART 7.2: “NR-1” NEIGHBORHOOD RETAIL BUSINESS DISTRICT
(LINDEN SQUARE)

Section 20-5.7.2.1 Purpose

The NR-1 District, known as the Linden Square District, is centered at the intersection
of Linden Avenue and 4th Street. It is established to promote retail, commercial and multi-
family housing primarily for the benefit of the district residents and surrounding
neighborhood, in a small-scale, mixed-use neighborhood environment. The development
standards and range of allowable uses are designed to maintain a relatively small-scale,
pedestrian-oriented environment that capitalizes on the synergies with the public
transportation and tourist activities afforded by the Linden CTA Station, Baha’i House of
Worship, and Wilmette harbor.

Section 20-5.7.2.2 Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the NR-1 District, in
accordance with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Carry-out food service accessory to a full service restaurant, in accordance with
Section 6.4.7.

(b) Commercial retail establishments, up to a floor area of 4,000 square feet.

(c) Libraries, up to a floor area of 2,000 square feet.

(d) Multi-family dwellings, provided that no dwelling units or residential common
areas located at grade are greater than 600 square feet or 10% of the building’s first floor square
footage, whichever is greater.

(e) Offices, provided that, if located at grade or within 8’ of grade, such uses in
combination occupy no more than 10 percent of the linear street frontage in the NR-1 District

(f) Personal service establishments, up to a floor area of 3,000 square feet.

(g) Full service restaurants, up to a floor area of 3,000 square feet.

(h) Accessory uses, including parking lots, except for those designated as special
uses in Section 5.8.3 or Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter. Parking lots accessory to a permitted
use shall meet the following requirements:

(1) No parking lot or enclosed parking area located at or above grade may
be located within 25’ of a lot line adjoining Fourth Street or Linden
Avenue.
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(2) Enclosed parking areas provided entirely below grade may be permitted
within 25’ of a lot line adjoining Fourth Street or Linden Avenue.

Section 20-5.7.2.3 Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the NR-1 District, in
accordance with the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter:

(a) Clubs and lodges.

(b) Commercial retail establishments, greater than 4,000 square feet in floor area.

(c) Congregate housing facilities for the elderly, provided that:

(1) No dwelling units or residential common areas located at grade are
greater than 600 square feet, or 10% of the building’s first floor square
footage, whichever is greater; and

(2) Preference for occupancy in this type of housing shall be accorded to
residents of Wilmette and their families, to the extent permissible under
applicable State and Federal laws and regulations; and

(3) If a license is required for operation of the use under Chapter 21 of the
Village Code, the special use approval shall terminate upon the
revocation or non-renewal of the license.

(d) Day care centers, day care homes, and part-day child-care facilities, provided
that:

(1) The use is licensed by or registered with the Illinois Department of
Children and Family Services in accordance with the Child Care Act of
1969, as amended (225 ILCS 10/1, et seq.); and

(2) All outdoor play space is fenced to a height no less than 3½ feet and no
more than 6½ feet.

(e) Full service restaurants, greater than 3,000 square feet in area.

(f) Limited service restaurants and convenience food marts.

(g) Health clubs, up to a floor area of 2,000 square feet.

(h) Housing for the elderly, provided that:
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(1) No dwelling units or residential common areas located at grade are
greater than 600 square feet or 10% of the buildings first floor square
footage, whichever is greater; and

(2) To the extent permissible under applicable State and Federal laws and
regulations, first preference for occupancy of the units shall be accorded
to eligible persons who have been residents of the Village for two or
more years and who applied for occupancy during this period, and
eligible persons who were residents of the Village for five or more years
and who applied for occupancy within two years after their residency
ceased. Second preference shall be accorded to eligible persons who
were residents or former residents of the Village but who do not qualify
for a first preference, and eligible persons who are parents of Village
residents.

(i) Offices, where located at grade or within 8’ of grade and with such uses in
combination occupying more than ten percent of the linear street frontage in the NR-1 District,
provided that such a concentration of such uses will not substantially diminish the overall retail
character of the district.

(j) Personal service establishments, greater than 3,000 square feet in area.

(k) Places of worship.

(l) Public utility service uses.

(m) Shopping centers, provided that vehicular access to the parking area for the
shopping center shall be provided only from a collector or major street or an alley.

(n) The following accessory uses:

(1) Carry-out food services, not accessory to a full service restaurant, in
accordance with Section 6.4.7 of this Chapter;

(2) Food service delivery, in accordance with Section 6.4.19 of this Chapter;

(3) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in
Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter;

(o) Planned Unit Developments, as provided in Part 15 of this Article.

(p) Computer service establishments.



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page 138 Article 5, Zoning Districts

Section 20-5.7.2.4 Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the NR-1 District shall meet the following
development standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum lot area: None.

(b) Minimum lot width: 30 feet.

(c) Maximum front yard: 0 (zero) feet.

(d) Minimum side yards: None required, except that any side yard that is provided
shall be no less than five feet. Where the side lot line is adjacent to a residential zoning district,
then the side yard requirement for “all other uses” as defined by the adjacent residential district
shall apply along that side lot line; if an alley or a street intervenes between the property and the
adjacent residential district, then the side yard shall be no less than 50 percent of the side yard
requirement for “all other uses” as defined by the adjacent residential district.

(e) Minimum rear yard: 25 feet.

(f) Maximum floor area ratio (FAR): 1.0.

Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area shall be calculated as
described under the definition of “floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of this Section.

(g) Maximum height: 35 feet or 3 stories, whichever is less. No accessory building
or structure shall exceed a height of 15 feet.
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PART 8: "VC" VILLAGE CENTER BUSINESS DISTRICT

Section 20-5.8.1. Purpose

The VC District is established to maintain and promote a mix of commercial and
institutional uses in the Village Center which provide goods and services for the Village as a whole
as well as for the convenience of residents of the surrounding neighborhood. As in the NR District,
the district also accommodates limited multi-family housing and congregate care opportunities in a
smaller-scale neighborhood environment. However, the Village Center is not intended to be
primarily a shopping area for the region beyond Wilmette or a location for large, free-standing
apartment buildings. The development standards and range of allowable uses for the VC District
are designed to maintain a pedestrian-oriented environment characteristic of a neighborhood
commercial district, while accommodating larger-scale retail, service, entertainment, and
institutional uses that serve the entire Village.

Section 20-5.8.2. Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the VC District, in accordance
with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Carry-out food service accessory to a full service restaurant, in accordance with
Section 6.4.7.

(b) Commercial retail establishments, up to a floor area of 15,000 square feet.

(c) Multi-family dwellings, provided that no dwelling units, residential common areas
greater than 600 square feet, or parking required by the dwelling units are located at grade or within
8’ of grade. Notwithstanding the above, parking required by the residential dwelling units and
common areas may be located entirely below grade.

(d) Offices, provided that if the proposed office is located at grade or within 8’ of grade,
offices and government offices located at grade or within 8’ of grade in combination occupy no
more than 10 percent of the linear street frontage in the district. If offices and government offices
occupy over 10 percent of the linear street frontage in the district, then all offices located at grade
level or the floor nearest grade level shall be considered special uses.

(e) Personal service establishments, provided that if the proposed personal service
establishment is located at grade or within 8’ of grade, personal service establishments located at
grade level or the floor nearest grade level in combination occupy no more than 10 percent of the
linear street frontage in the district.

(f) Full Service Restaurants, up to a floor area of 15,000 square feet.
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(g) Accessory uses, including parking lots, except for those designated as special uses in
Section 5.8.3 or Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

Section 20-5.8.3. Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the VC District, in accordance with
the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter:

(a) Automobile service stations.

(b) Broadcasting studios, provided that no broadcasting or receiving antenna will be
located within 50 feet of a residential lot line.

(c) Cleaning or processing establishments.

(d) Clubs and lodges.

(e) Commercial retail establishments, greater than 15,000 square feet in area.

(f) Congregate housing facilities for the elderly, provided that:

(1) No housing facilities, including common areas greater than 600 square feet,
or parking required by the dwelling units are located at grade or within 8’ of
grade. Notwithstanding the above, parking required by the residential
dwelling units and common areas may be located entirely below grade; and

(2) Preference for occupancy in this type of housing shall be accorded to
residents of Wilmette and their families, to the extent permissible under
applicable State and Federal laws and regulations; and

(3) If a license is required for operation of the use under Chapter 21 of the
Village Code, the special use approval shall terminate upon the revocation or
non-renewal of the license.

(g) Day care centers, day care homes, and part-day child-care facilities, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by or registered with the Illinois Department of Children
and Family Services in accordance with the Child Care Act of 1969, as
amended (225 ILCS 10/1, et seq.); and

(2) All outdoor play space is fenced to a height no less than 3 ½ feet and no
more than 6 ½ feet.

(h) Limited service restaurants and convenience food marts, provided that:
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Vehicular access to the parking area for the use shall be provided only from a
collector or major street.

(i) Full service restaurants, greater than 15,000 square feet in area.

(j) Funeral homes and mortuaries.

(k) Government offices.

(l) Health clubs.

(m) Housing for the elderly, provided that:

(1) No housing facilities, including common areas greater than 600 square feet,
or parking required by the dwelling units are located at grade or within 8’ of
grade. Notwithstanding the above, parking required by the residential
dwelling units and common areas may be located entirely below grade; and

(2) To the extent permissible under applicable State and Federal laws and
regulations, first preference for occupancy of the units shall be accorded to
eligible persons who have been residents of the Village for two or more
years and who applied for occupancy during this period, and eligible persons
who were residents of the Village for five or more years and who applied for
occupancy within two years after their residency ceased. Second preference
shall be accorded to eligible persons who were residents or former residents
of the Village but who do not qualify for a first preference, and eligible
persons who are parents of Village residents.

(n) Libraries.

(o) Offices, where the proposed office is located at grade or within 8’ of grade and with
offices and government offices located at grade or within 8’ of grade in combination occupying
more than 10 percent of the linear street frontage in the district.

(p) Parking lots, not located on the same lot as the use or uses served by the parking lot.

(q) Parks and playgrounds, less than four acres in area, provided that:

(1) No more than one building is located on the lot; and

(2) The building has a height no greater than 15 feet; and

(3) The building has a floor area no greater than 500 square feet.

(r) Personal service establishments, where the proposed personal service establishment
is located at grade or within 8’ of grade and with other personal service establishments located at
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grade or within 8’ of grade in combination occupying more than 10 percent of the linear street
frontage in the district.

(s) Places of worship.

(t) Plumbing shops.

(t) Printing or photocopying establishment

(u) Plumbing shops.

(v) Post offices.

(w) Public utility service uses.

(x) Recreation centers.

(y) Research laboratories.

(z) Shopping centers, provided that vehicular access to the parking area for the
shopping center shall be provided only from a collector or major street.

(aa) Theatres.

(bb) Trade schools.

(cc) Vehicle sales, rental, and servicing.

(dd) The following accessory uses:

(1) Carry-out food services not accessory to a full service restaurant, in
accordance with Section 6.4.7;

(2) Drive-in facilities, in accordance with Section 6.4.6;

(3) Food service delivery, in accordance with Section 6.4.19;

(4) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in Article
6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

(ee) Planned Unit Developments, as provided in Part 15 of this Article 5.

(ff) 24-hour businesses, as provided in Article 6, Part 7 of this Chapter.

(gg) Computer service establishments with food service.
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(hh) Overnight boarding kennels, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by the State of Illinois in accordance with the Animal
Welfare Act; and

(2) The use is located at least 1,320 linear feet from another such use; and

(3) The total number of dogs, cats, and other domestic animals does not
exceed 12 animals per overnight stay.

Section 20-5.8.4. Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the VC District shall meet the following development
standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum lot area: None.

(b) Minimum lot width: 30 feet.

(c) Minimum front yard: None. However, where an established front yard exists along
the same block and same side of the street as the lot to be developed, the minimum required front
yard on the lot shall be the average front yard established by the existing principal structures on the
other lots within the same block and fronting the same street.

(d) Minimum side yards: None required, except that any side yard that is provided shall
be no less than five feet. Where the side lot line is adjacent to a residential zoning district, then the
side yard requirement of the adjacent residential district shall apply along that side lot line; if an
alley or a street intervenes between the property and the adjacent residential district, then the side
yard shall be no less than 50 percent of the side yard requirement of the adjacent residential district.

(e) Minimum rear yard: 25 feet.

(f) Maximum floor area ratio: 3.0.

(1) Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area and
maximum lot coverage shall be calculated as described under the definition of
“floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of this Section.

(g) Maximum height: 32 feet or three stories, whichever is less. No accessory building
or structure shall exceed a height of 15 feet.
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PART 9: "GC-1" GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

Section 20-5.9.1. Purpose

The GC-1 District is established to provide a location for higher-volume and higher-
intensity commercial uses which provide employment and revenues for the Village. Due to the
higher volume of such establishments, and the automobile and truck traffic they typically generate,
it is intended that the GC-1 District be located only along major streets and rail lines and confined to
existing commercial areas, in order to ensure that the traffic generated by such uses does not spill
over into nearby residential neighborhoods and that the uses themselves create less of an impact on
residential areas than they would in other locations in the Village. Recognizing the impacts such
uses may have on adjacent residential areas and the overall character of the Village, the
development standards for the GC-1 District are designed to buffer the GC-1 District from nearby
residential properties and to maintain the general appearance of major thoroughfares through the
Village.

Section 20-5.9.2. Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the GC-1 District, in accordance
with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Carry-out food service accessory to a full service restaurant, in accordance with
Section 6.4.7.

(b) Commercial retail establishments, up to a floor area of 15,000 square feet.

(c) Government offices, up to a floor area of 15,000 square feet.

(d) Offices or office buildings, up to a floor area of 15,000 square feet.

(e) Personal service establishments, up to a floor area of 15,000 square feet.

(f) Full service restaurants, up to a floor area of 15,000 square feet

(g) Accessory uses, including parking lots, except for those designated as special uses in
Section 5.9.3 or Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

Section 20-5.9.3. Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the GC-1 District, in accordance
with Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter:

(a) Automobile service stations.
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(b) Broadcasting studios, provided that no broadcasting or receiving antenna will be
located within 50 feet of a residential lot line.

(c) Cleaning or processing establishments.

(d) Commercial retail establishments, greater than 15,000 square feet.

(e) Clubs and lodges.

(f) Day care centers and part-day child-care facilities, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by or registered with the Illinois Department of Children
and Family Services in accordance with the Child Care Act of 1969, as
amended (225 ILCS 10/1, et seq.); and

(2) All outdoor play space is fenced to a height no less than 3-½ feet and no
more than 6-½ feet.

(g) Limited service restaurants and convenience food marts, provided that:

Vehicular access to the parking area for the use shall be provided only from a
collector or major street.

(h) Government offices, greater than 15,000 square feet.

(i) Museums.

(j) Offices or office buildings, greater than 15,000 square feet.

(k) Parking lots, not located on the same lot as the use or uses served by the parking lot.

(l) Personal service establishments, greater than 15,000 square feet.

(m) Places of worship.

(n) Plumbing shops.

(o) Printing or photocopying establishment

(p) Public utility service uses.

(q) Recreation centers.

(r) Research laboratories.

(s) Full service restaurants, greater than 15,000 square feet.



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Article 4, Development Review Procedures Page 147

(t) Shopping centers, provided that vehicular access to the parking area for the
shopping center shall be provided only from a collector or major street.

(u) Storage and distribution establishments, provided that the establishment is not
located at the street level of the building.

(v) Vehicle sales, rental, and servicing.

(w) Trade schools.

(x) The following accessory uses:

(1) Carry-out food services not accessory to a full service restaurant, in
accordance with Section 6.4.7;

(2) Drive-in facilities, in accordance with Section 6.4.6;

(3) Food service delivery, in accordance with Section 6.4.19;

(4) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in Article
6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

(y) Planned Unit Developments, as provided in Part 15 of this Article.

(z) 24-hour businesses, as provided in Article 6, Part 7 of this Chapter.

(aa) Computer service establishments with food service.

Section 20-5.9.4. Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the GC-1 District shall meet the following development
standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum lot area: None.

(b) Minimum lot width: 30 feet.

(c) Minimum front yard: None. However, where an established front yard exists along
the same block and same side of the street as the lot to be developed, the minimum required front
yard on the lot shall be the average front yard established by the existing principal structures on the
other lots within the same block and fronting the same street.

(d) Minimum side yards: None required, except that any side yard that is provided shall
be no less than five feet. Where the side lot line is adjacent to a residential zoning district, then the
side yard requirement of the adjacent residential district shall apply along that side lot line; if an
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alley or a street intervenes between the property and the adjacent residential district, then the side
yard shall be no less than 50 percent of the side yard requirement of the adjacent residential district.

(e) Minimum rear yard: 25 feet.

(f) Maximum floor area ratio: 1.0.

(1) Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area and
maximum lot coverage shall be calculated as described under the definition
of “floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of this Section.

(g) Maximum height: 30 feet or 2½ stories, whichever is less. No accessory building or
structure shall exceed a height of 15 feet.
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PART 10: "GC-2" GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

Section 20-5.10.1. Purpose

The GC-2 District is established to provide a location for commercial uses which do not
involve a high level of retail customer traffic or a large number of employees, but do represent
relatively intensive use of land, such as establishments involving manufacturing, heavy equipment,
and the processing, distribution, and storage of goods and equipment. Due to the heavy or intensive
nature of such uses and the nature of the buildings, structures, fleets of vehicles, and large
equipment that they may entail, it is intended that the GC-2 District be located only on properties
which abut rail lines and which are not well suited for other commercial or residential uses, in order
to provide a form of buffer between the rail lines and nearby residential areas. Recognizing the
impacts such intensive uses may have on the adjacent residential areas, such uses are allowed in the
GC-2 District only through the special use process, which is designed to ensure that the unique
impacts which individual commercial establishments may have on adjacent residential properties
are adequately addressed and mitigated on a case-by-case basis. In addition, the development
standards for the GC-2 District are designed to buffer the GC-2 District from nearby residential
properties and to maintain and improve the general appearance of such areas.

Section 20-5.10.2. Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the GC-2 District, in accordance
with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Accessory uses, including parking lots, except for those designated as special uses in
Section 5.10.3 or Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

Section 20-5.10.3. Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the GC-2 District, in accordance
with Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter:

(a) Health clubs.

(b) Heavy equipment and supplies establishments.

(c) Manufacturing establishments.

(d) Parks and playgrounds, less than four acres in area, provided that:

(1) No more than one building is located on the lot; and

(2) The building has a height no greater than 15 feet; and
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(3) The building has a floor area no greater than 500 square feet.

(e) Public utility service uses.

(f) Recreation centers.

(g) Storage and distribution establishments.

(h) Taxicab fleet yards.

(i) Vehicle sales, rental, and servicing.

(j) Residential uses, when part of the development of a parcel of at least 5 acres in area,
or a group of parcels that collectively is at least 5 acres in area.

(k) Any other use which the applicant can demonstrate (1) will have less of an impact
than the above-listed uses on the surrounding area and the Village as a whole in terms of traffic
generation, environmental quality, public service demand, and other factors, and (2) will be more
compatible with adjacent single-family residential districts than the above-listed uses in terms of the
design and configuration of buildings and other structures. However, this shall in no event include
commercial retail establishments, shopping centers, automobile service stations, convenience food
marts, restaurants, or fast-food restaurants.

(l) The following accessory uses:

(1) Outdoor storage of construction materials, in accordance with Section
6.4.10(b); and

(2) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in Article
6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

Section 20-5.10.4. Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the GC-2 District shall meet the following development
standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum lot area: None.

(b) Minimum lot width: 30 feet.

(c) Minimum front yard: None. However, where an established front yard exists along
the same block and same side of the street as the lot to be developed, the minimum required front
yard on the lot shall be the average front yard established by the existing principal structures on the
other lots within the same block and fronting the same street.
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(d) Minimum side yards: None required, except that any side yard that is provided shall
be no less than five feet. Where the side lot line is adjacent to a residential zoning district, then the
side yard requirement of the adjacent residential district shall apply along that side lot line; if an
alley or a street intervenes between the property and the adjacent residential district, then the side
yard shall be no less than 50 percent of the side yard requirement of the adjacent residential district.

(e) Minimum rear yard: 25 feet.

(f) Maximum floor area ratio: 0.5.

(1) Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area and
maximum lot coverage shall be calculated as described under the definition
of “floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of this Section.

(g) Maximum height: 30 feet.
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PART 11: "PCD-1" PLANNED COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

Section 20-5.11.1. Purpose

The PCD-1 District is established to provide a location for retail-oriented commercial
development that serves residents of both the Village of Wilmette and the surrounding region. It is
intended that the PCD-1 District be characterized by a medium-scale, mixed-use development that
is unified in design and unified in ownership or control. Given the medium scale of such
development, and the traffic it will generate, the PCD-1 District will be located specifically at the
northwest corner of the intersection of Skokie Boulevard and Lake Avenue bounded on the west
and northwest by the Edens Expressway. The development standards and range of allowable uses
for the PCD-1 District are designed to make such development compatible with or buffered from
nearby residential neighborhoods, and to provide a degree of flexibility in the mix and scale of uses
located in a single development project in the PCD-1 District.

Section 20-5.11.2. Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the PCD-1 District, in
accordance with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Shopping Centers as defined in Section 20-2.1.3.

(b) Accessory uses, not including any use designated as a special use in Section 5.11.3
or Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

Section 20-5.11.3. Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the PCD-1 District, in accordance
with the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter, provided that the
special use is subordinate to a shopping center:

(a) Day care centers and part-day child-care facilities, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by or registered with the Illinois Department of Children
and Family Services in accordance with the Child Care Act of 1969, as
amended (225 ILCS 10/1, et seq.); and

(2) All outdoor play space is fenced to a height no less than 3-½ feet and no
more than 6-½ feet.
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(b) Limited service restaurants and convenience food marts, provided that:

The limited service restaurant or the convenience food mart is not located in a
separate building.

(c) Health clubs.

(d) Libraries, up to a floor area of 4,000 square feet.

(e) Public utility service uses.

(f) Offices, provided that no offices are located on the street level.

(g) Computer service establishments with food service.

(h) The following accessory uses:

(1) Carry-out food services, in accordance with Section 6.4.7;

(2) Drive-in facilities, in accordance with Section 6.4.6, and not located in a
separate building;

(3) Food service delivery, in accordance with Section 6.4.19;

(4) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in Article
6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

Section 20-5.11.4. Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the PCD-1 District shall meet the following
development standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum area of development tract: 19.76 acres, either in a single lot or a
combination of abutting lots under unified ownership or control.

(b) Minimum lot width: 200 feet.

(c) Minimum yard, Skokie Boulevard: 75 feet.

(d) Minimum yard, Lake Avenue: 25’ for a building no more than 20’ high, as
measured at its highest point, not including exceptions permitted in Section 20-6.1.3(b); 50’ for a
building 21’ to 40’ high, as measured at its highest point, not including exceptions permitted in
Section 20-6.1.3(b); 75’ for a building 41’ to 55’ high, as measured at its highest point, not
including exceptions permitted in Section 20-6.1.3(b).
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(e) Minimum yard, Edens Expressway: Whatever number of feet the Fire Chief and
Police Chief determine to be necessary to provide adequate fire, paramedic, and police protection to
the site as proposed to be developed.

(f) Maximum floor area ratio: 0.4, provided that an additional 70,000 square feet shall
be allowed for offices which are subordinate to a shopping center. Any garage allowed under
Section 20-6.4.15 shall be included in the foregoing maximum floor area ratio.

(1) Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area and
maximum lot coverage shall be calculated as described under the definition
of “floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of this Section.

(g) Maximum height: 55 feet.

(h) Landscaping: At least 10% of the portion of the site not occupied by buildings.

(i) Appearance Review: Prior to applying for a building permit, special use permit, or
variation, the applicant shall participate in a preliminary review conference with the Appearance
Review Commission pursuant to Section 20-4.9.3.

(j) Lots not requiring street frontage: Notwithstanding the requirement in Section 6.1.6
of this Chapter that all lots front on a public street, separate lots which do not front on a public street
may be established and conveyed in the PCD-1 district, provided that:

(1) The lot is part of a shopping center; and

(2) The lot is subject to a reciprocal operating agreement, covenant, or other
instrument that ensures that any development on the lot will remain under
common control or management with the rest of the shopping center.
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PART 12: "PCD-2" PLANNED COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

Section 20-5.12.1. Purpose

The PCD-2 District is established to provide locations for retail-oriented commercial
development that serves primarily residents of the Village of Wilmette and the surrounding area. It
is intended that the PCD-2 District be characterized by relatively small-scale mixed-use
development that is unified in design and unified in ownership or control, including limited
residential uses as well as commercial uses. The development standards and range of allowable
uses for the PCD-2 District are designed to make such development compatible with or buffered
from nearby residential neighborhoods, and to provide a degree of flexibility in the mix and scale of
uses located in a single development project in the PCD-2 District.

Section 20-5.12.2. Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the PCD-2 District, in
accordance with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Commercial retail establishments, full service restaurants, personal service establish-
ments, and offices, provided that:

(1) The use is located within an existing shopping center and occupies an
existing space in the shopping center; and

(2) Establishment of the use will not entail an exterior addition to the existing
space.

(b) Accessory uses, except for those designated as special uses in Section 5.12.3 or
Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter, provided that the accessory use is not located in a separate building.

Section 20-5.12.3. Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the PCD-2 District, in accordance
with the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter:

(a) Congregate housing facilities for the elderly, provided that:

(1) No housing facilities are located on the street level; and

(2) Preference for occupancy in this type of housing shall be accorded to
residents of Wilmette and their families, to the extent permissible under
applicable State and Federal laws and regulations; and
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(3) If a license is required for operation of the use under Chapter 21 of the
Village Code, the special use approval shall terminate upon the revocation or
non-renewal of the license.

(b) Limited service restaurants and convenience food marts, provided that:

(1) The use will be located in a shopping center; and

(2) Vehicular access to the parking area for the use shall be provided only from
a collector or major street.

(c) Health clubs.

(d) Housing for the elderly, provided that:

(1) No housing facilities are located on the street level; and

(2) To the extent permissible under applicable State and Federal laws and
regulations, first preference for occupancy of the units shall be accorded to
eligible persons who have been residents of the Village for two or more
years and who applied for occupancy during this period, and eligible persons
who were residents of the Village for five or more years and who applied for
occupancy within two years after their residency ceased. Second preference
shall be accorded to eligible persons who were residents or former residents
of the Village but who do not qualify for a first preference, and eligible
persons who are parents of Village residents.

(e) Libraries, up to a floor area of 4,000 square feet.

(f) Multi-family dwellings, provided that no dwelling units are located on the street
level.

(g) Parks and playgrounds, less than four acres in area, provided that:

(1) No more than one building is located on the lot; and

(2) The building has a height no greater than 15 feet; and

(3) The building has a floor area no greater than 500 square feet.

(h) Public utility service uses.

(i) Recreation centers.

(j) Shopping centers, provided that vehicular access to the parking area for the shopping
center shall be provided only from a collector or major street.
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(k) Computer service establishments with food service.

(l) The following accessory uses:

(1) Carry-out food services, in accordance with Section 6.4.7, and not located in
a separate building;

(2) Food service delivery, in accordance with Section 6.4.19;

(3) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as a special use in Article
6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

Section 20-5.12.4. Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the PCD-2 District shall meet the following
development standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum area of development tract: Five acres, either in a single lot or a
combination of abutting lots under unified ownership or control.

(b) Minimum lot width: 200 feet.

(c) Minimum front yard: None. However, where the lot being developed abuts and
fronts on the same street as a property located in a residential district, then the front yard
requirement of that residential district shall apply.

(d) Minimum side yards: None required, except that any side yard that is provided shall
be no less than five feet. Where the side lot line is adjacent to a residential zoning district, then the
side yard requirement of the adjacent residential district shall apply along that side lot line; if an
alley or a street intervenes between the property and the adjacent residential district, then the side
yard shall be no less than 50 percent of the side yard requirement of the adjacent residential district.

(e) Minimum rear yard: 25 feet.

(f) Maximum floor area ratio: 0.5.

(1) Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area and
maximum lot coverage shall be calculated as described under the definition
of “floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of this Section.

(g) Maximum height: 40 feet. No accessory building or structure shall exceed a height
of 15 feet.
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PART 13: "PCD-3" PLANNED COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

Section 20-5.13.1. Purpose

The PCD-3 District is established to provide locations for retail-oriented commercial
development that primarily serves residents of the Village of Wilmette and the surrounding area. It
is intended that the PCD-3 District be characterized by relatively small-scale shopping center
development that is unified in design and unified in ownership or control. The development
standards and range of allowable uses for the PCD-3 District are designed to make such
development compatible with or buffered from nearby residential neighborhoods.

Section 20-5.13.2. Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the PCD-3 District, in
accordance with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Commercial retail establishments, personal service establishments, and offices,
provided that:

(1) The use is located within an existing shopping center and occupies an
existing space in the shopping center; and

(2) Establishment of the use will not entail an exterior addition to the existing
space.

(b) Accessory uses, except for those designated as special uses in Section 5.13.3 or
Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter, provided that the accessory use is not located in a separate building.

Section 20-5.13.3. Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the PCD-3 District, in accordance
with the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter:

(a) Health clubs.

(b) Limited service restaurants and convenience food marts, provided that:

(1) The use will be located in a shopping center; and

(2) Vehicular access to the parking area for the use shall be provided only from
a collector or major street.

(c) Libraries, up to a floor area of 4,000 square feet.
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(d) Parks and playgrounds, less than four acres in area, provided that:

(1) No more than one building is located on the lot; and

(2) The building has a height no greater than 15 feet; and

(3) The building has a floor area no greater than 500 square feet.

(e) Public utility service uses.

(f) Recreation centers.

(g) Shopping centers, provided that vehicular access to the parking area for the shopping
center shall be provided only from a collector or major street.

(h) Full service restaurants.

(i) Computer service establishments with food service.

(j) The following accessory uses:

(1) Carry-out food services, in accordance with Section 6.4.7, and not located in
a separate building;

(2) Food service delivery, in accordance with Section 6.4.19;

(3) Any other accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in Article
6, Part 4 of this chapter.

Section 20-5.13.4. Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the PCD-3 District shall meet the following
development standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum area of development tract: Two acres, either in a single lot or a
combination of abutting lots under unified ownership or control.

(b) Minimum lot width: 200 feet.

(c) Minimum front yard: None. However, where the lot being developed abuts and
fronts on the same street as a property located in a residential district, then the front yard
requirement of that residential district shall apply.

(d) Minimum side yards: None required, except that any side yard that is provided shall
be no less than five feet. Where the side lot line is adjacent to a residential zoning district, then the
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side yard requirement of the adjacent residential district shall apply along that side lot line; if an
alley or a street intervenes between the property and the adjacent residential district, then the side
yard shall be no less than 50 percent of the side yard requirement of the adjacent residential district.

(e) Minimum rear yard: 25 feet.

(f) Maximum floor area ratio: 0.4.

(1) Floor area for the purposes of applying the maximum floor area and
maximum lot coverage shall be calculated as described under the definition
of “floor area” in Section 2.1.3 of this Section.

(g) Maximum height: 30 feet. No accessory building or structure shall exceed a height
of 15 feet.
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PART 14: "OR" OFFICE-RESEARCH DISTRICT

Section 20-5.14.1. Purpose

The OR District is established to promote and accommodate unified development projects
for offices, research facilities, and related uses. The development standards for the OR District are
designed to maintain a relatively low-intensity, spacious environment that is compatible with nearby
residential areas, and which can serve as a buffer between residential areas and other commercial
areas in the Village.

Section 20-5.14.2. Permitted uses

The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the OR District, in accordance
with the procedures established in Article 4, Part 2 of this Chapter:

(a) Offices.

(b) Accessory uses, including parking lots, except for those designated as special uses in
Section 5.14.3 or Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter.

Section 20-5.14.3. Special uses

The following uses may be established as special uses in the OR District, in accordance with
the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter:

(a) Day care centers and part-day child-care facilities, provided that:

(1) The use is licensed by or registered with the Illinois Department of Children
and Family Services in accordance with the Child Care Act of 1969, as
amended (225 ILCS 10/1, et seq.); and

(2) All outdoor play space is fenced to a height no less than 3-½ feet and no
more than 6-½ feet.

(b) Parks and playgrounds, less than four acres in area, provided that:

(1) No more than one building is located on the lot; and

(2) The building has a height no greater than 15 feet; and

(3) The building has a floor area no greater than 500 square feet.

(c) Public utility service uses.
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(d) Recreation centers.

(e) Research laboratories.

(f) Trade schools.

(g) Any accessory uses or structures designated as special uses in Article 6, Part 4 of
this Chapter.

(h) Planned Unit Developments, as provided in Part 15 of this Article.

Section 20-5.14.4. Development standards of general applicability

All uses and structures permitted in the OR District shall meet the following development
standards, except as otherwise provided by this Chapter:

(a) Minimum lot area: One acre.

(b) Minimum lot width: 200 feet.

(c) Minimum front yard: 30 feet. However, where an established front yard greater
than 30 feet exists along the same block and same side of the street as the lot to be developed, the
minimum required front yard on the lot shall be the average front yard established by the existing
principal structures on the other lots within the same block and fronting the same street.

(d) Minimum side yards: 50 feet.

(e) Minimum rear yard: 50 feet.

(f) Maximum floor area ratio: 1.0.

(g) Maximum height: 48 feet or four stories, whichever is less. No accessory building,
except for a parking deck, shall exceed a height of 15 feet.
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PART 15: PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS

Section 20-5.15.1 Purpose and intent

A “Planned Unit Development” is a special use which is granted at the discretion of the
Village Board. It is the intention of the Village that approval of a Planned Unit Development will
be granted only where departure from otherwise applicable requirements of the Zoning Ordinance
would be consistent with and justified by the benefits accruing to the Village and the public interest,
generally, as a result of the Planned Unit Development.

The purposes of the Planned Unit Development special use are:

(a) To allow flexibility in design;

(b) To facilitate an efficient arrangement of buildings, traffic and circulation systems,
land uses and utilities;

(c) To preserve open space, existing landscape features and amenities to the extent
possible and to utilize such features in a harmonious manner;

(d) To provide for usable and suitably located public and common facilities;

(e) To strive for compatible architectural styles, building forms and building
relationships, both within the Planned Unit Development and with the surrounding neighborhood;

(f) To insure a high quality of design and construction of developments; and,

(g) To provide village officials with adequate assurance that the project will retain the
character envisioned at the time of approval.

Section 20-5.15.2 Location

A Planned Unit Development may be located, as a special use, in the Neighborhood Retail
(NR), Village Center (VC), General Commercial 1 (GC1), General Commercial 2 (GC2), and
Office Research (OR) Zoning Districts.

Section 20-5.15.3 Minimum area

There shall be no minimum area for a Planned Unit Development.
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Section 20-5.15.4 Planned Unit Development Required

Any proposed development, which is greater than twenty-thousand (20,000) square feet of
gross floor area within an allowable zoning district as listed in 20-5.15.2, and requesting a variation,
special use, subdivision, consolidation, vacation, or rezoning, must be developed under the
provisions of the Village’s Planned Unit Development requirements.

Section 20-5.15.5 Uses allowed

The uses which may be permitted under a Planned Unit Development shall be those listed as
permitted, accessory or special uses in the zoning district in which the Planned Unit Development is
located. Other specified uses, not permitted by the use regulations of the district in which the
development is located may be allowed under a Planned Unit Development provided that the
Village Board, pursuant to the provisions set forth herein, finds that the uses permitted by such
exceptions are necessary or desirable, are appropriate with respect to the primary purpose of the
development, and satisfy the standards of review set forth in 20-5.15.9.

Section 20-5.15.6 Modifications allowed under a Planned Unit Development

The following limitations shall apply to any modification or variation from the requirements
of the Zoning Ordinance permitted under a Planned Unit Development:

(a) No modification of the requirements set forth in Chapter 15 (Planning and Platting),
Section 15-2.4, of the Village Code concerning the minimum design, quality and construction
standards for public improvements and infrastructure, shall be permitted.

(b) No modification of the Environmental Performance Standards set forth in Article 6,
Part 3 of the Zoning Ordinance shall be permitted.

(c) No modification of the code requirements set forth in the building, electrical,
plumbing, fire prevention, or any other code or requirement provided for in Chapter 9 of the Village
Code, shall be permitted.

(d) No modification of the requirements of Section 16-9.3 of the Village Code
concerning fences which obstruct views and create safety hazards are permitted.

Section 20-5.15.7 PUD Submittal; Procedures

A proposed Planned Unit Development shall be reviewed as a special use in accordance
with the procedures set forth in this Part 15. All requirements for public hearings before the Plan
Commission, Appearance Review Commission, or the Zoning Board of Appeals which, in the
absence of a Planned Unit Development, would have been required to be held under the provisions
of the Zoning Ordinance or the Village Code, shall be considered superseded by this Part 15 for
applications for Planned Unit Development special uses. This Part 15 shall be deemed to



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Article 4, Development Review Procedures Page 169

consolidate all requirements for public hearings, recommendations and approvals for Planned Unit
Developments before the Plan Commission and the Village Board, in the manner provided herein.
Special use applications for Planned Unit Developments shall be processed in the following three
(3) stages: (1) Pre-Application Conference; (2) Approval of PUD Submittal; and, (3) Approval of
Final PUD Submittal.

Section 20-5.15.7.1 Pre-Application Conference

(a) A request for a Pre-Application Conference shall be made in writing to the Village
Manager. At least two (2) weeks prior to the scheduled date of the Pre-Application Conference, the
applicant shall provide a minimum of nine (9) copies of the following items to the Village Manager:

(1) A plat of survey of the subject property;

(2) A written description of the proposed Planned Unit Development;

(3) A preliminary site plan, floor plan(s) indicating the type and square footage
of each space and building elevations;

(4) A list of all proposed modifications sought pursuant to Section 20-5.15.6;

(5) Applicant team information including the name, address, and contact
information of each team member, their years of experience, and other
similar projects in which the team members have participated. Team shall
mean applicant staff and consultants designated by the applicant as active
participants in the development;

(6) A list of similar projects by the applicant, including:

(i) Project name

(ii) Brief description of overall size

(iii) Square footage of each use

(iv) Number of residential units

(v) Financing

(vi) Project costs

(vii) Project completion dates

(viii) Contact information
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(ix) Photograph(s) or rendering(s) and marketing materials

(7) Such further or different information, documents or materials as the Village
Manager may reasonably determine to be necessary in order to prepare for
the Pre-Application Conference.

(b) Prior to the scheduled date of the Pre-Application Conference, the Technical
Committee, which shall consist of the Village Manager, Director of Community Development and
such Village staff or consultants as the Village Manager may deem appropriate, shall review the
proposal for its compatibility with the Comprehensive Plan, the Zoning Ordinance, the Village
Code, and the general planning policies and precedents of the Village.

(c) The Pre-Application Conference shall include the following participants: the Village
Manager, Director of Community Development, the applicant, and such village staff or consultants
as the Village Manager may deem appropriate. The purpose of the Pre-Application Conference
shall be to explain the Village’s review procedures, review the applicant’s proposal and provide the
applicant with the Village staff’s opinion of the feasibility of the proposal, and identify the issues
which the applicant should be prepared to address.

Section 20-5.15.7.2 PUD Submittal: Required contents

Following the initial Pre-Application Conference, a PUD Submittal shall be filed with the
Director of Community Development. A minimum of ten (10) copies of each of the items identified
below, or as many copies as the Director of Community Development deems necessary, shall be
provided. The following items shall constitute the minimum required contents for the PUD
Submittal application materials, provided that the applicant may supplement these materials with
any other materials as the applicant may deem appropriate, and further provided that the Director of
Community Development may, upon the request of the applicant, waive the submission of any of
the following where compliance would be unduly burdensome or otherwise unnecessary or
unjustified by the nature or scope of the proposal:

(a) A legal description of the subject property.

(b) A letter of application for Planned Unit Development approval which addresses the
standards of review in 5.15.9.

(c) Certification of ownership of subject property and applicant’s interest in the subject
property, including an application properly certified by either the owner or an entity with authority
to act on behalf of the owner, in the manner provided in Section 20-4.3.3(a) of this Chapter; and
further provided that, for property held in trust, disclosure of ownership of beneficial interest in the
subject property, as may be required by state law

(d) Current applicant information including the name, address, and contact information
of each team member, their years of experience, and other similar projects in which they have
participated.
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(e) A statement by applicant with regard to future selling or leasing of all or a portion of
the subject property, and planning objectives to be achieved. This statement shall include, but not
be limited to:

(1) Description of the character of the proposed Planned Unit Development;

(2) Rationale justifying the choices made; and,

(3) Analysis of the relationship between the proposed Planned Unit
Development and the Village Comprehensive Plan.

(f) Market feasibility study performed by a qualified market research form within the
twelve months prior to application, indicating the target market(s) an quantifying the demand for all
uses proposed in the development.

(g) Most recent preliminary financial feasibility analysis and projected operating
statement together with a statement of sources and uses for funding the project.

(h) Copies of all covenants, grants of easements and other limitations or restrictions
existing or to be imposed upon the use of the subject property’s land, buildings or other structures.

(i) Copy of preliminary title insurance commitment.

(j) A plat of survey of the subject property

(k) A preliminary development schedule for the project

(l) Traffic analysis performed by a qualified traffic engineer within the twelve months
prior to application.

(m) The following project information.

(1) List of all uses by square footage and, in the case of residential, the number
of dwelling units;

(2) Calculation of lot coverage of building(s) and structure(s);

(3) Floor area of building(s) and structure(s);

(4) Total amount of open and usable open space; and,

(5) Total number of parking spaces, separating surface, below-grade, and above
grade parking spaces.

(n) A brief description of what could be constructed under existing zoning.
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(o) Disclosure as to whether any part of the subject property or structure thereon has
been designated as a landmark or historic place under federal, state or local law, or is within a local
or national historic district.

(p) Further information that may be required by Village officials to assist in
determining the potential impact of the proposed development on existing emergency response
services.

(q) A detailed survey prepared by a licensed surveyor, which shall include:

(1) Contours show at one (1) foot intervals;

(2) Trees of six (6) inches or more in diameter at one (1) foot above ground
level; and,

(2) Unique natural features or existing coverage.

(r) Soil test results and environmental report prepared by a licensed engineer, as
required by the Village.

(s) The site plan and floor area size of all existing and proposed structures and other
improvements, including maximum heights and types of dwelling units.

(t) A map showing the surrounding footprints of adjacent buildings and their height.

(u) The location and size in square feet of all areas to be conveyed, dedicated or
reserved as common or public open spaces.

(v) A current report within twelve months prior to application detailing the existing and
proposed pedestrian and vehicular circulation system of streets, alleys, driveways, sidewalks, off-
street parking areas, loading areas, service areas, and points of access to the public right-of-way.

(w) Most recent preliminary engineering drawings, to include location, size and slope of
all water, sanitary sewer, and storm sewer lines; the capacity of any existing water, sanitary sewer or
storm sewer mains that will be used; and the location of any on-site storm water/runoff detention.
The applicant shall also provide a preliminary estimate of impact upon the Village infrastructure
and utilities.

(x) Preliminary elevations, that demonstrate building character, with materials and
colors.

(y) A proposed landscape plan.

(z) A proposed lighting plan.
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(aa) Any other information deemed necessary by the Director of Community
Development or the applicant to fully explain the proposed Planned Unit Development.

Section 20-5.15.7.3 PUD Submittal; Administrative review

Following the submission of all material required by Section 20-5.15.7.2, the Director of
Community Development shall:

(a) Schedule a public hearing before the Plan Commission for the purpose of reviewing
the PUD Submittal, with notice to be provided in the manner described in Section 20-4.8.1 of this
Chapter for special uses; and,

(b) Submit a report to the Plan Commission and the applicant, analyzing the plan’s
compliance with the standards of review set forth in Section 20-5.15.9 of this Chapter, and raising
any concerns arising from the Director’s consideration of the plan materials or the Pre-Application
Conference.

Section 20-5.15.7.4 PUD Submittal; Public hearing by the Plan Commission; Report and
recommendation

At its public hearing, Plan Commission shall receive the Director of Community
Development’s report and the applicant’s submissions, and shall solicit testimony from the general
public. At the discretion of the Plan Commission, other Village boards and commissions may be
consulted and requested to report to the Plan Commission as to the merit and appropriateness of the
PUD Submittal relative to that board’s or commission’s purpose and expertise. After the
completion of its public hearing or hearings, as the case may be, and after due consideration of the
application materials and evidence presented, the Plan Commission shall vote, based on the
standards of review set forth in Section 20-5.15.9, to take one of the following actions:

(a) Recommend approval of the PUD Submittal to the Village Board;

(b) Recommend disapproval of the PUD Submittal to the Village Board; or,

(c) Recommend approval of the PUD Submittal to the Village Board, with
modifications and/or conditions.

After completion of its public hearing(s), the Plan Commission shall file a written report to
the Village Board setting forth its findings, its recommendation, its determinative reasoning, and the
evidence and materials received.
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Section 20-5.15.7.5 PUD Submittal: Action by the Village Board

After the Plan Commission has filed its report and recommendation, the Village Board shall
proceed to consider the Plan Commission’s report and recommendation, the record of the public
hearing(s) conducted by the Plan Commission, and the evidence and application materials submitted
to the Plan Commission and, applying the standards of review set forth in Section 20-5.15.8, shall
vote to take one of the following actions:

(a) Approve the PUD Submittal;

(b) Disapprove the PUD Submittal; or,

(c) Approve the PUD Submittal, with modifications and/or conditions.

In the event that the Plan Commission has recommended disapproval of the PUD Submittal,
the affirmative vote of no less than two-thirds of the Village Board shall be required either to give
preliminary approval to the plan or to give preliminary approval to the plan with modifications
and/or conditions.

Section 20-5.15.8 Final PUD Submittal: Procedures

The applicant shall, no later than one (1) year after the date the PUD Submittal approval was
granted, file a Final PUD Submittal for the proposed Planned Unit Development to the Director of
Community Development, containing all information and materials required pursuant to Section 20-
5.15.8.1. Upon written request by the applicant and for good cause shown, the Village Board
deadline for submission of a Final PUD Submittal may extend, the deadline for submission of a
Final PUD Submittal by up to twelve (12) months. The failure of the applicant to file a Final PUD
Submittal in the time required by this Section shall be deemed to be an irrevocable withdrawal of
the application for the Planned Unit Development: the approval for the PUD Submittal for the
Planned Unit Development shall be deemed immediately revoked, and any development plan for
the subject property shall be subject to the zoning and planning ordinances otherwise applicable to
the subject property.

Section 20-5.15.8.1 Final PUD Submittal: Required contents

(a) The applicant’s submission for Final PUD Submittal shall include the following:

(1) All of the information required for the approved PUD Submittal, updated
and in final form.

(2) A final PUD Submittal plat, suitable for recording with the Recorder of
Deeds for the County of Cook. The purpose of the final plat is to designate
the areas which are consolidated or subdivided, as the case may be, into lots
as well as those areas not so divided into common open areas and building
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areas and to designate the design controls and uses of each building or
structure and of the subject property, in general.

(3) If consolidated or subdivided lands are included in the Planned Unit
Development, a subdivision plat of all such lands in the same form and
meeting all the requirements of a normal subdivision plat, to the extent that
such compliance is required by Chapter 15 of the Village Code.

(4) Certificates, seals and signatures required for the dedication of land and the
recording of documents.

(5) A copy of any applicable agreement with a private association or public
entity for the ownership and maintenance of the common open space(s).

(6) A restrictive covenant, in a form acceptable to the Village Corporation
Counsel, limiting the development of and construction upon the subject
property as a whole to such development and construction as shall comply
with the Final PUD Submittal and the special use permit granted by the
Village Board, which document shall include a provision granting the
Village a perpetual right to enforce same.

(7) A comprehensive landscape plan, indicating the height, location, quantity
and type of plant materials and indicating for all trees the diameter at breast
height (DBH) as defined by 9-4.5.2 of the Village Code.

(8) Comprehensive engineering drawings and report detailing the impact on
village infrastructure and utilities.

(9) Architectural design development drawings, including a location map, site
plan (identifying all emergency response accesses), all floor plans, roof plan,
and at least two overall building sections and description of building
mechanical systems. All drawings to be to scale and property noted
identifying all spaces and all proposed demising walls for retail spaces. All
service and parking entrances shall be clearly identified.

(10) All final building elevations. Such drawings to be rendered in color and
noted to indicate all materials, color and finish. All drawings to be to scale
and properly noted identifying all floor elevations and overall building
height. All building services and parking entrances shall be clearly
identified. Drawings shall indicate all proposed signage, awning or canopy
sizes and locations, and fencing sizes, materials and locations. All ventilation
grills on the building shall be identified. Any mechanical equipment
extending above the building parapet shall be identified. Samples of all
exterior materials shall be submitted.
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(11) A project schedule detailing all phases of the Planned Unit Development,
including landscaping, utilities and site amenities, indicating when each
phase is expected to commence and conclude.

(12) Identify any proposed changes or impacts from the approved PUD
Submittal.

(b) Permitted Changes. Minor changes from the approved PUD Submittal may be
allowed in the Final PUD Submittal, provided such changes are determined to be minor by the
Director of Community Development. A change shall not be considered minor if it includes any of
the following:

(1) A material change in the use, character, or appearance of the development.

(2) An increase by more than five percent (5%) in the overall lot coverage or
floor area of structures.

(3) An increase in the density or intensity of use.

(4) A relocation of any street, alley, driveway, curb cut or intersection in a
manner which would materially impact the traffic circulation, access by
emergency vehicles, location of public utilities, or which would cause a
significant negative impact upon the buffer or open space scheme.

(5) A reduction of more than five percent (5%) in approved open space.

(6) A reduction in the dimension or number of off-street parking and/or loading
spaces, or the dimension of parking or loading aisles.

(7) A reduction in pavement widths of streets, alleys or other public rights-of-
way; or a reduction of more than six (6) feet in any other pavement widths.

(8) A change in the arrangement or location of principal structures or uses by
more than ten (10) feet.

(c) Changes in addition to or in excess of the limits described above shall be considered
major changes and shall require a new project application subject to the application process
provided for in this Part 15, except that a Pre-Application Conference may not be required, if so
determined by the Director of Community Development.

Section 20-5.15.8.2 Final PUD Submittal; Public hearing by the Plan Commission; Report
and recommendation

Upon submission of all materials required by Section 20-5.15.8.1, the Director of
Community Development shall schedule a public hearing before the Plan Commission for the
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purposes of reviewing the Final PUD Submittal, with notice thereof provided in the manner
described in Section 20-4.8.1 of this Chapter for special uses.

At this public hearing, or hearings as may be determined by the Plan Commission, the Plan
Commission shall review the Final PUD Submittal with regard to its conformance with the
approved PUD Submittal and to the Final PUD Submittal requirements, and solicit comments from
the general public. After the completion of its public hearing or hearings, as the case may be, and
after due consideration of the Final PUD Submittal materials and evidence presented, the Plan
Commission shall vote to take one of the following actions:

(a) Recommend approval of the Final PUD Submittal to the Village Board or,

(b) Recommend disapproval of the Final PUD Submittal to the Village Board; or,

(c) Recommend approval of the Final PUD Submittal to the Village Board with
modifications and/or conditions.

After completion of its public hearing(s), the Plan Commission shall file a written report to
the Village Board setting forth its findings, its recommendation, its determinative reasoning, and a
summary of the evidence and materials received.

Section 20-5.15.8.3 Final PUD Submittal; Action by the Village Board

After the Plan Commission has filed its report and recommendation regarding the Final
PUD Submittal, the Village Board shall proceed to consider the Plan Commission’s report and
recommendation, the record of the public hearing(s) conducted by the Plan Commission, and the
evidence and application materials submitted to the Plan Commission and, thereafter, shall vote to
take one of the following actions:

(a) Approve the Final PUD Submittal; or

(b) Disapprove the Final PUD Submittal; or,

(b) Approve the Final PUD Submittal, with modifications and/or conditions; or

(d) Refer the Final PUD Submittal back to the Plan Commission for further
consideration.

In the event that the Plan Commission has recommended disapproval of the Final PUD
Submittal, the affirmative vote of no less than two-thirds of Village Board shall be required either to
give final approval to the Final PUD Submittal or to give final approval to the Final PUD Submittal
with modifications and/or conditions.

The Village board may then proceed to approve, by ordinance, a special use permit for the
Planned Unit Development in the manner provided in Section 2-2.5.4(d)(3) of the Village Code, as
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if an affirmative recommendation were received from the Zoning Board of Appeals. Upon approval
of the ordinance granting the special use permit, the Director of Community Development may
proceed to review and issue such permits for construction as may be required under the Final PUD
Submittal, which shall not be subject to the requirements of Part 9 of Article 4 of this Chapter
(Appearance Review).

The Final PUD Submittal and subsequent special use permit shall be approved for a specific
development team. To the extent that the applicant team is no longer in control of the approved
Final PUD Submittal, the Village Board reserves the right to approve or disapprove any successor
applicant team subject to the same requirement for recent successful completion of similar types of
developments.

Section 20-5.15.9 Standards of review for Planned Unit Developments

Modifications in conventional zoning and subdivision regulations are privileges and will be
considered by the Village Board only in direct response to the accrual of tangible benefits from the
Planned Unit Development to the village or the neighborhood in which it would be located. These
benefits shall be in the form of exceptional amenities, outstanding environmental, landscape,
architectural or site design, or the conservation of special man-made or natural features of the site.
In reviewing an application for a Planned Unit Development, the Plan Commission and/or the
Village Board, as the case may be, shall be required to make certain findings based on the following
standards.

(a) Required Findings. No application for a Planned Unit Development shall be
approved unless all of the following findings are made about the proposal:

(1) Comprehensive Plan. The Planned Unit Development shall conform with
the general planning policies of the Village as set forth in the Comprehensive
Plan and the Zoning Ordinance.

(2) Allowable Uses. Each of the proposed uses is a permitted, or accessory use
in the district in which the Planned Unit Development would be located and
each use permitted by exception is found in conformance with Section 5.15.5
of this Part 15.

(3) Public Welfare. The Planned Unit Development shall be so designed,
located and proposed to be operated and maintained that it will not impair an
adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property and will not
substantially increase the danger of fire or otherwise endanger the public
health, safety and welfare.

(4) Impact on Other Property. The Planned Unit Development shall not be
injurious to the use or enjoyment of other property in the neighborhood for
the purposes permitted in the district, shall not impede the normal and
orderly development and improvement of surrounding properties for uses
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permitted in the zoning district, shall not be inconsistent with the community
character of the neighborhood, shall not alter the essential character of the
neighborhood and will be consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies
set forth in the Comprehensive Plan, and shall not substantially diminish or
impair property values within the neighborhood, or be incompatible with
other property in the immediate vicinity.

(5) Impact on Public Facilities and Resources. The Planned Unit Development
shall be so designed that adequate utilities, road access, drainage, and other
necessary facilities will be provided to serve it. The Planned Unit
Development shall include such impact donations as may be reasonably
determined by the Village Board. These required impact donations shall be
calculated in reasonable proportion to impact of the Planned Unit
Development on public facilities and infrastructure.

(6) Archaeological, Historical or Cultural impact. The Planned Unit
Development shall not substantially adversely affect a known
archaeological, historical, or cultural resource located on or off of the parcel
proposed for development.

(7) Parking and Traffic. The Planned Unit Development shall have or make
adequate provision to provide ingress and egress to the proposed use in a
manner that minimizes traffic congestion in the public streets and provides
adequate access for emergency vehicles.

(8) Adequate Buffering. The Planned Unit Development shall have adequate
landscaping, public open space, and other buffering features to protect uses
within the development and on surrounding properties.

(9) Performance. The applicant shall demonstrate a successful history of having
completed one or more recent projects of comparable value and complexity
in order to provide the Village with reasonable assurance that, if authorized,
the Planned Unit Development can be completed according to schedule and
as designed.

(10) Appearance. The design of all buildings, structures and facilities on the site
of the Planned Unit Development shall meet the standards of review set forth
in Section 20-4.9.6 of the Zoning Ordinance (Appearance Review).

(11) Signage. Any signage on the site of the Planned Unit Development shall be
in conformity with the Village’s Article 9 of the Zoning Ordinance (Sign
Ordinance), or shall satisfy the standards of review for variations set forth
therein.

(b) Modification Standards. In addition to the findings required above, the following
standards shall be utilized in considering applications for modifications of the conventional zoning
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and subdivision regulations for a Planned Unit Development. These standards shall not be regarded
as inflexible, but shall be used as a framework by the Village to test the quality of the amenities,
benefits to the community, and design and desirability of the proposal.

(1) Integrated Design. A Planned Unit Development shall be laid out and
developed as a unit in accordance with an integrated overall design. This
design shall provide for safe, efficient, convenient and harmonious grouping
of structures, uses and facilities, and for appropriate relation of space inside
and outside buildings to intended uses and structural features.

(2) Beneficial Common Open Space. Any common open space in the Planned
Unit Development shall be integrated into the overall design. Such spaces
shall have a direct functional or visual relationship to the main building(s)
and not be of isolated or leftover character. The following would not be
considered usable common open space:

(i) Areas reserved for the exclusive use or benefit of an individual tenant
or owner.

(ii) Dedicated streets, alleys and other public rights-of-way.

(iii) Vehicular drives, parking, loading and storage area.

(iv) Irregular or unusable narrow strips of land less than fifteen feet (15’)
wide.

(3) Location of Higher Buildings. Higher buildings shall be located within the
Planned Unit Development in such a way as to dissipate any material
adverse impact on adjoining lower buildings within the development or on
surrounding properties, and shall not unreasonably invade the privacy of
occupants of such lower buildings.

(4) Functional and Mechanical Features. Exposed storage areas, trash and
garbage retainers, exposed machinery installations, service areas, truck
loading areas, utility buildings and structures, and similar accessory areas
and structures shall be accounted for in the design of the Planned Unit
Development and made as unobtrusive as possible. They shall be subject to
such setbacks, special planting or other screening methods as shall
reasonably be required to prevent their being incongruous with the existing
or contemplated environment and the surrounding properties.

(5) Visual and Acoustical Privacy. The Planned Unit Development shall
provide reasonable visual and acoustical privacy for each dwelling unit.
Fences, insulations, walks, barriers and landscaping shall be used as
appropriate for the protection and aesthetic enhancement of property and the
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privacy of its occupants, screening of objectionable view or uses, and
reduction of noises.

(6) Ownership Plan. The Planned Unit Development may consist of
conventionally subdivided lots to be sold, unsubdivided single ownership,
separate condominium ownership of structures, or other ownership methods,
provided that the ownership plan will ensure the continued maintenance of
the properties and of the various amenities and conservation and design
features of the Planned Unit Development as a whole.

(7) Energy Efficient Design. A Planned Unit Development shall be designed
with consideration given to various methods of site design and building
location, architectural design of individual structures, and landscaping design
capable of reducing energy consumption within the Planned Unit
Development and to the extent feasible, the applicant will be encouraged to
obtain Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification
for the project.

(8) Landscape Conservation and Visual Enhancement. The existing landscape
and trees in a Planned Unit Development shall be conserved and enhanced,
insofar as feasible, by minimizing tree and soil removal, and the
conservation of special landscape features such as streams, ponds, groves
and land forms. The addition or use of larger trees, shrubs, flowers,
fountains, ponds, special paving amenities will be encouraged to the extent
of their appropriateness and usefulness to the Planned Unit Development and
the likelihood of their continued maintenance.

(9) Drives, Parking and Circulation. Principal vehicular access shall be from
dedicated public streets, and access points shall be designed to encourage
smooth traffic flow with controlled turning movements and minimum
hazards to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. With respect to vehicular and
pedestrian circulation, including walkways, interior drives and parking,
special attention shall be given to location and number of access points to the
public streets, width of interior drives and access points, general interior
circulation, separation of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, adequate provision
for service by emergency vehicles, and arrangement of parking areas that are
safe and convenient, and insofar as feasible, do not detract from the design of
proposed buildings and structures and the neighboring properties.

(10) Surface Water Drainage. Special attention shall be given to proper site
surface drainage so that removal of surface waters will not adversely affect
neighboring properties or the public storm drainage system. Surface water in
all paved areas shall be collected at intervals so that it will not obstruct the
flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic.
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Section 20-5.15.10 Conditions of development

After the approval of the Final PUD Submittal, the use of land and construction,
modification or alteration of any buildings or structures within the Planned Unit Development will
be governed by the Final PUD Submittal and all applicable Village ordinances not specifically
waived in the ordinance granting the special use for the Planned Unit Development. In addition, the
following conditions apply to the construction of a Planned Unit Development:

(a) Application for building permits and construction shall be governed by the time
limits provided in Section 20-4.3.8 of this Chapter.

(b) No permit shall be issued for any construction, occupancy or use in a Planned Unit
Development until the applicant posts with the village such bonds or other sureties as may be
required by other applicable provisions of the Village Code concerning the public right-of-way or
public facilities and infrastructure.

(c) No changes shall be made in the Final PUD Submittal, except with the approval of
the Village Board according to the same limitations as set forth in Section 20-5.15.8.1(b). The
Village Board may request that minor changes proposed after approval of the Final PUD Submittal
be reviewed by the Plan Commission as set forth in Section 20-5.15.8.2. Any approved changes
must be filed by the applicant as amendments to the Final PUD Submittal. If the approved change
is related to any of the approved plans or drawings, amended plans or drawings, as the case may be,
must be filed with the Village. No changes may be made in the Final PUD Submittal unless they
are required for the continued successful functioning of the Planned Unit Development, or unless
they are required by changes in conditions that have occurred since the Final PUD Submittal was
approved or by changes in the development policies of the village.

(d) The construction, installation and acceptance by the Village of all public
improvements shall proceed in the manner provided in Chapter 15 of the Village Code.

Section 20-5.15.11 Special conditions and guarantees

Prior to granting a special use permit for a Planned Unit Development, the Plan Commission
may recommend and the Village Board may stipulate in the ordinance granting the special use such
conditions and restrictions upon the establishment, construction, location, maintenance and
operation of the Planned Unit Development as deemed necessary for the protection of the public
interest and to insure satisfaction of the requirement specified herein, or as may be from time to time
amended. In all cases where Planned Unit Developments are approved, the Village Board shall
require such evidence and guarantees as it may deem necessary as proof that the conditions
stipulated in connection therewith are being and will be satisfied.
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Section 20-5.15.12 Progress of development; Revocation of approval; Public hearing

The Village Board may, at any time, request written reports from the Director of
Community Development on the progress and development of the Planned Unit Development. If
the Village board considers that the applicant has abandoned the development of the Planned Unit
Development or failed to follow the Final PUD Submittal, it shall hold a public hearing for the
purpose of determining the revocation of all permits, approvals and action taken pursuant to this
Part. Written notice of the public hearing shall be sent to the applicant by certified mail (return
receipt requested) to the business address indicated in the PUD Submittal application for the
Planned Unit Development. Further notice of the public hearing shall be provided in the manner
described in Section 20-4.8.1 of this Chapter for special uses. At the public hearing, the Village
board shall receive such evidence as it deems relevant and the applicant shall be permitted to
respond and present evidence on its own behalf. If the Village Board determines, by a majority vote
that the applicant has abandoned the development of the proposed Planned Unit Development or
has failed to follow the Final PUD Submittal, the Board may revoke all permits, approvals and other
actions taken under this Part. The Corporation Counsel may thereafter cause to have filed with the
Recorder of Deeds a memorandum of such revocation.

Section 20-5.15.13 Destruction of buildings or structures in the planned unit development

Any building or structure within the Planned Unit Development which is totally or
substantially destroyed, whether by fire, windstorm, flood, earthquake or other catastrophic event
may be reconstructed only in compliance with the Final Planned PUD Submittal, unless an
amendment to the Final PUD Submittal is approved following the procedures set forth in this Part
for original application and approval.
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ARTICLE 6

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS OF GENERAL APPLICABILITY

PART 1: BULK REGULATIONS

Section 20-6.1.1. Minimum lot area, lot width, and yard requirements; Maximum height and
floor area ratio limits

No structure or lot shall be developed, used, or occupied unless it meets the minimum lot
area, lot width, and yard requirements and height and floor area ratio limits set forth in Article 5 for
the zoning district in which it is located, except as otherwise established in this Chapter for
particular uses. These standards are summarized in Table 6.1.1. In the event of a conflict or
inconsistency between Table 6.1.1 and the standards in Article 5, the standards in Article 5 shall
control.

Section 20-6.1.2. Uses and structures allowed and prohibited in required yards

(a) Allowable encroachments. Accessory uses and structures, and projections from
the principal structure, may be located in a required yard only as indicated in Table 6.1.2, and in
accordance with Subsection (b) below. An "X" in Table 6.1.2 indicates that a use or structure may
encroach into the required yard; a blank space means the use or structure is prohibited in the
required yard.

In situations involving a side yard adjoining a street, except for area calculations, the side
yard adjoining such street shall, for the purposes of this Article 6, Part 1, be deemed to extend to the
rear lot line rather than the rear yard line. The provisions of this Article 6, Part 1 relating to a side
yard adjoining a street shall be applicable in lieu of the provisions of this section relating to rear
yards. For yard area calculations on corner lots the side yard adjoining a street shall be deemed to
extend to either the rear yard line or rear lot line, provided the side yard adjoining a street and rear
yard each conform to the maximum coverage requirements with the selected yard configuration.

For a corner lot or double-frontage lot, except for a double-frontage lot containing a no-
access strip along the rear lot line, any use or structure which this Section allows or prohibits in the
required front yard shall be similarly allowed or prohibited in any required yard which abuts a
street, notwithstanding any allowance in Table 6.1.2 for encroachment into a side yard or rear yard.
However, fences in rear yards of double-frontage lots with a no-access strip shall be treated the
same as fences in rear yards of double-frontage lots without a no-access strip.

In no event shall any structure other than a driveway or walkway or a fence, arbor, trellis or
retaining wall in accordance with Section 6.3.4 be located within three feet of a lot line, except:
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(1) Where eaves continue the existing line of an eave, they may encroach three
feet into the side or rear yard;

(2) Eaves of detached garages located entirely in the required rear yard may
encroach to within one foot of the side and rear lot lines;

(3) Window wells may encroach three feet into the side yard;

(4) Replacement landings and steps thereto, required by the Building Code,
may encroach three feet into the side yard;

(5) Replacement below grade steps, required by the Building Code, may
encroach 4’ into a side yard;

(6) Replacement retaining walls may be reconstructed in their existing
location or, if currently on public property, in a location on private
property approved by the Village Engineer; and,

(7) Retaining walls may encroach to within one (1) foot of side and rear lot
lines.

(b) Limits on coverage by impervious surfaces.

(1) In no event shall more than 30 percent of the required front yard be covered
by impervious surfaces.

(2) In no event shall more than 60 percent of the required side yards combined
be covered by impervious surfaces.

(3) In no event shall more than 60 percent of the required rear yard be covered
by impervious surfaces.

(4) In no event shall more than 30 percent of the required rear yard be covered
by driveways, aprons, parking pads, sidewalks, patios, decks, and similar at-
grade structures.

(5) Garages, sheds, playhouses, cabanas, tennis courts, and swimming pools
may encroach into a required rear yard only where such structures or uses
altogether cover no more than 35 percent of the yard area.

(6) Notwithstanding any of the foregoing:

(i) Properties improved with two-unit or townhouse dwellings located in
the R2 district may cover up to 60% of the required rear yard with a
detached garage.
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(ii) Properties located along Lake Michigan may cover up to 75% of the
required rear yard when the purpose for the coverage is the
installation of a lake shoreline erosion control system necessary, as
approved by the Illinois Department of Transportation or other
designated body, to protect the integrity of the shoreline.

(iii) Properties located in the NR-1 Linden Square District are not
restricted in the percentage of rear yard coverage provided the
buffering requirements of Section 20-6.2.7 are met and the
drainage requirement of Section 20-6.2.6(f) is met.

(c) Repair or Replacement of Non-Conforming Porches, Landings, and Steps.
Notwithstanding the provisions paragraph (a) of this Section, a legal, non-conforming porch,
landing or steps attached to a detached dwelling and located in a front yard or a side yard adjoining
a street may be repaired or replaced without obtaining a variation from the provisions of this
Chapter provided that the dimensions and location of the porch, landing or steps, as the case may
be, remain unchanged.

Section 20-6.1.3. Height limits

(a) Basic height limit, by district. Except as provided in (b) below or elsewhere in this
Chapter, no building or structure shall be erected, converted, enlarged, reconstructed, or structurally
altered to exceed the basic height limit for the zoning district in which it is located, as set forth in
Article 5 of this Chapter.

(b) Exceptions for accessory structures. The following structures and equipment which
project upward from the roof of the principal building on the lot may be erected up to the designated
number of feet above the basic height limit for the zoning district:

(1) Chimneys and firewalls, -- three feet above the height limit; and

(2) Skylights, ventilation fans, and heating and air conditioning equipment -- six
feet above the height limit; and

(3) Elevator and stairway housings -- 12 feet above the height limit; and

(4) Parapets -- two feet above the height limit.

In no event, however, shall the above exception from the regular height limit for the zoning
district relieve the structure from meeting any stricter height limitations established in this Chapter
for particular accessory structures. This exception shall not apply to outdoor lighting structures,
which shall be governed by Section 6.4.4 of this Chapter.



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page 188 Article 6, Development Standards of General Applicability

Section 20-6.1.4. One principal building per lot

No more than one principal building shall be located on a lot, except for uses owned or
operated by the Village itself, or by a public school district, public library district, or public park
district governed by a board or commission elected by the residents of the Village, or where Article
5 of this Chapter allows more than one townhouse building on a lot as a special use. However, two
principal buildings shall be allowed to temporarily occupy the same lot provided approval is granted
in accordance with Section 6.5.3(i) of the Wilmette Zoning Ordinance.

Section 20-6.1.5. Obstructions of public rights-of-way and sight lines at street intersections

No use, building, structure, landscaping materials, or vegetation shall be located so as to
obstruct or otherwise interfere with public use of a street right-of-way or other public easement in a
manner contrary to Section 16-9 of the Village Code.

Section 20-6.1.6. Lots must front on street

Except as otherwise provided by this Chapter, all lots shall front on a public street within the
Village of Wilmette.

Section 20-6.1.7. Administrative approval procedures

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions in paragraph Section 20-6.1.2(a) of this Part, a
petitioner may seek administrative approval of the following encroachments:

(1) A ramp which is necessary to provide access to a dwelling for an occupant
who is mobility impaired, and which encroaches no more than four feet into
a required side yard or ten feet into a required front yard; and

(2) An addition directly above and in line with an existing first floor load-
bearing wall of a detached dwelling, and which encroaches no more than 1.5
feet into a required side, front, or rear yard; and

(3) New or expanded windows and/or doors on a legal nonconforming wall of a
detached dwelling; and

(4) An addition that meets the minimum side yard and combined side yard
setback requirements, that does not increase the width of the building as
viewed from the street, and does not meet the combined side yard setback
requirement(s) when calculated using the setbacks of the existing
nonconforming structure.

(b) The petitioner may request administrative approval through the following
procedures:
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(1) The petitioner shall file a written request with the Department of Community
Development for the construction of the ramp, addition, or installation of
windows and/or doors, which shall be referred to the Site Plan Review
Committee for consideration.

(2) Upon granting such a request, the Site Plan Review Committee shall issue
written notice of its decision by first class mail to the petitioner and the
owners of all properties which abut or are located directly across the street or
alley from the subject property. Such persons shall have fifteen days from
the date of the notice within which to file an appeal from the Site Plan
Review Committee’s decision with the Zoning Board of Appeals.

(3) Upon denial of such a request, whether in whole or in part, the petitioner
may, within fifteen days from the date of the Site Plan Review Committee’s
decision, file an appeal with the Zoning Board of Appeals. Upon receipt of
such an appeal, the Director of Community Development shall issue written
notice of the Committee’s decision and the appeal by first class mail to the
owners of all properties which abut or are located directly across the street or
alley from the subject property.

(c) The Site Plan Review Committee shall base their decision on the following
standards of review:

(1) The Site Plan Review Committee shall administratively approve the
application for a ramp where the petitioner has demonstrated:

(i) Through certification by a licensed physician, that the ramp is
medically necessary due to the occupant’s disability; and,

(ii) The ramp will not impair access to or use of adjacent property, or
otherwise injure other property or its use, will not substantially
increase the danger of fire or otherwise endanger the public health,
safety or welfare; and,

(iii) There is no other practical and conforming location for the ramp.

(iv) Any ramp installed pursuant to this Section shall be removed by the
owner at such time as the ramp is no longer needed to serve an
occupant of the dwelling, and any permit issued to allow the
installation of such a ramp pursuant to this Section shall inform the
recipient of this obligation to remove the ramp.

(2) The Site Plan Review Committee shall approve administratively the
application for an addition or for the installation of windows and/or doors
where the petitioner has demonstrated that:

(i) The particular physical conditions, shape, or surroundings of the
property would impose upon the owner a practical difficulty or
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particular hardship, as opposed to a mere inconvenience, if the
requirements of the Chapter were strictly enforced; and

(ii) The plight of the property owner was not created by the owner; and

(iii) The difficulty or hardship resulting from the application of this
Chapter would prevent the owner from making a reasonable use of
the property; however, the fact the property could be utilized more
profitably with the variation than without the variation shall not be
considered as grounds for granting the variation; and

(iv) The proposed variation will not impair an adequate supply of light
and air to adjacent property or otherwise injure other property or its
use, will not substantially increase the danger of fire or otherwise
endanger the public health, safety and welfare, and will not
substantially diminish or impair property values within the
neighborhood; and

(v) The variation, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the
neighborhood and will be consistent with the goals, objectives, and
policies set forth in the Comprehensive Plan.
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Table 6.1.1
Development Standards by District

ZONING
DISTRICT

MIN. LOT
AREA
(sq. ft.)

MIN.
LOT
WIDTH
(sq. ft.)

MIN.
FRONT
YARD
(ft.)

MIN.
SIDE
YARD
(ft.)

MIN.
REAR
YARD
(ft.)

MAX.
HEIGHT
(ft.)

MAX.
FLOOR
AREA
RATIO

R
-residential
-all other uses

15,000
15,000

100
100

40
40

+
50

++
50

35x
35

*
0.7

R1
-residential
-all other uses

8,400
8,400

60
60

25
25

+
20

++
40

35x
35

*
0.7

R2
-residential except
townhomes
-townhomes
-all other uses

8,400
3,000/unit
8,400

50^
100
50

25^
25
25

+^
+
12

++
++
30

35x
35x
35

*
0.7
0.8

R3
-townhomes
-multi-family
-all other residential
-all other uses

3,000/unit
8,400
8,400
8,400

100
50
50
50

25
25
25
25

12
12
12
12

30
30
30
30

36xx
36xx
36xx
36xx

0.7
1.0
*
1.0

R4
-townhomes
-other uses

3,000/unit
6,000

100
50

30
30

12
30

35
35

85
85

3.0
3.0

NR None 30 None None # 25 30xxx 1.0
VC None 30 None None # 25 32 3.0
GC-1 None 30 None None # 25 30xxx 1.0
GC-2 None 30 None None # 25 30 .5
PCD-1 19.76 acres 200 ## ## ## 55 .4**
PCD-2 5 acres 200 None None # 25 40 .5
PCD-3 2 acres 200 None None # 25 30 .4
OR 1 acre 200 30 50 50 48xxxx 1.0

+ Based on % of lot width
++ Based on % of lot depth
^ Except elderly housing (treat as other
use).
# 5’, if side yard provided, or 50% of min.

side yard of adjacent residential zoning
district.

## Determined per Section 5.11.4(c), (d)
and (e)

x 35’ or 2½ stories, whichever is less
xx 36’ or 3 stories, whichever is less
xxx 30’ or 2.5 stories, whichever is less
xxxx 48’ or 4 stories, whichever is less
* Determined by formula per Article 5
** Determined per Section 5.11.4(f)
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Table 6.1.2
Allowable Encroachments into Required Yards

TYPE OF STRUCTURE OR USE ENCROACHING
FRONT
YARD

SIDE
YARD

REAR
YARD

Awnings or canopies,
Encroaching no more than 4 feet into a front or rear yard
and no more than 2 feet into a side yard

X X X

Arbors, attached,
Encroaching no more than 4 feet into a front or rear yard
and no more than 2 feet into a side yard, and covering no
more than 10% of a front yard

X X X

Arbors,
Detached from building in accordance with Section 6.4.3(k)

X X X

Balconies, encroaching no more than 5 feet X
Bay windows,

Encroaching no farther than 3 feet into a front, side, or rear
yard, and with a width no greater than 50% of the room of
which it is a part

X X X

Chimneys,
Encroaching no more than 2 feet

X X X

Decks or landings raised no more than 2 feet above ground
level, encroaching no closer than 3 feet from a lot line, and
covering no more than 10% of a front yard. However,
replacement landings required by the Building Code shall
be permitted to encroach 5 feet into a front or rear yard
and 3 feet into a side yard.

X X X

Decks or landings raised more than 2 feet above ground
level, encroaching no more than 4’ into a front or rear yard
and no more than 2’ into a side yard, and covering no more
than 10% of a front yard. However, replacement landings
required by the Building Code shall be permitted to
encroach 5’ into a front or rear yard and 3’ into a side yard.

X X X

Driveways X X X
Eaves or rain gutters,

Encroaching no more than 4 feet into a front or rear yard,
and no more than 2 feet into a side yard (or 3 feet, see
Section 6.1.2)

X X X

Fall-out or emergency shelters,
Encroaching no closer than 10 feet from a lot line

X

Fences, in accordance with Section 6.4.3 X X X
Fireplaces, outdoor X
Flagpoles X X X
Garages,

Encroaching no closer than 3 feet from a lot line
X

Please Note: In no event, except as outlined in Section 6.1.2(a), shall any structure other than
a driveway or sidewalk or a fence, arbor, trellis or retaining wall be located within three feet
of a lot line.
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Table 6.1.2 (continued)
Allowable Encroachments into Required Yards

TYPE OF STRUCTURE OR USE ENCROACHING
FRONT
YARD

SIDE
YARD

REAR
YARD

Generators, in accordance with Section 6.4.14 X X
Growing of farm and garden crops X X X
Heating and air conditioning equipment,

in accordance with Section 6.4.13
X X

Laundry or drying equipment X X
Loading berths, open to the sky X X
Outdoor lighting features X X X
Parking spaces,

In non-residential districts, open to the sky and encroaching
no closer than 5’ from a lot line

X X X

Parking spaces,
In residential districts, open to the sky and encroaching no
closer than 5 feet from a lot line

X X

Pedestrian walkways X X X
Pergolas, detached X
Playground equipment X X
Porches and pergolas, attached,

Encroaching no more than 4 feet into a front or rear yard and
no more than 2 feet into a side yard, and covering no more
than 10% of a front yard

X X X

Satellite dish antennas, per Section 6.4.12 X X X
Sheds, playhouses, and cabanas,

Encroaching no closer than 3’ from a lot line
X

Signs and nameplates X X X
Sills, belt courses, cornices,

And similar ornamental features of a principal building,
encroaching no more than 2’ into a front, side, or rear yard

X X X

Steps and fire escapes,
open to the sky, encroaching no more than 5 feet into a
front or rear yard and no more than 3 feet into a side yard.
Replacement below-grade steps required by the Building
Code may encroach 4 feet into a front, side, or rear yard.

X X X

Steps,
open to the sky, encroaching no more than 7 feet into a
required front yard to accommodate a 4 foot deep front
porch and 3 foot deep steps.

X

Swimming pools and spas,
encroaching no closer than 3 feet from a lot line, except
that the pool/spa shall be setback one additional foot for
each foot that the pool or spa projects above ground.

X

Please Note: In no event, except as outlined in Section 6.1.2(a), shall any structure other than
a driveway or sidewalk or a fence, arbor, trellis or retaining wall be located within three feet
of a lot line.
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Table 6.1.2 (continued)
Allowable Encroachments into Required Yards

TYPE OF STRUCTURE OR USE ENCROACHING
FRONT
YARD

SIDE
YARD

REAR
YARD

Swimming pool and spa equipment,
in accordance with Section 6.4.14

X X

Tennis courts, encroaching no closer than 3’ from a lot line X
Tents, in accordance with Section 6.4.9 X X X
Terraces or patios, open to the sky X X X
Trellises, detached from the building in accordance with Section

6.4.3(l)
X X

Walls, retaining, no closer than 1 foot X X
Window wells, encroaching no more than 3 feet into a required front,

side, or rear yard
X X X

Please Note: In no event, except as outlined in Section 6.1.2(a), shall any structure other than
a driveway or sidewalk or a fence, arbor, trellis or retaining wall be located within three feet
of a lot line.
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PART 2: OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING; DRIVEWAYS

Section 20-6.2.1. Purpose and scope

In order to relieve traffic congestion in the streets, to minimize any detrimental effects of
off-street parking areas on adjacent properties, and to ensure the proper and uniform development of
parking areas throughout the Village, off-street parking and loading spaces for every use shall be
provided in accordance with the standards established in this Part. Nothing in this Part shall prevent
the voluntary establishment of off-street parking and loading facilities in excess of the number
required by this Part, provided that such facilities meet all requirements of this Chapter.

Section 20-6.2.2. Required number of off-street parking spaces

(a) Except as provided elsewhere in this Chapter, each principal and accessory use of
land shall be provided with at least the number of off-street parking spaces indicated for that use in
Table 6.2.2. When the use of any structure or lot is changed to a use requiring more off-street
parking pursuant to Table 6.2.2. than the previous use or there has been an addition of dwelling
units, gross floor area, seating capacity, or other units of measurement used in Table 6.2.2,
additional parking and loading facilities shall be provided as required for the entire use as increased.
However, if the structure involved was erected prior to the effective date of this ordinance,
additional parking or loading facilities are required only in the amount by which the requirements
for the new or added use under this ordinance exceed those for the existing use under this ordinance.
When any calculation under this Section results in a fraction of a parking space, any fraction up to
one-half (½) shall be disregarded and any fraction of one-half (½) or more shall be considered a
whole parking space.

(b) Additional requirements for detached dwellings. One hundred percent (100%) of all
parking spaces required for new detached dwellings shall be enclosed within the principal building
or in a detached garage on the subject property. Where there is an addition of 1,000 sq. ft. or more,
or an addition of 50% or more to the total floor area of a detached dwelling that has or will have at
the conclusion of construction, three or more bedrooms, two parking spaces must be provided on
the subject property. At least one of the parking spaces provided must be enclosed. Such parking
may be provided in a tandem fashion where no alley access exists. Not-withstanding the above, any
existing detached dwelling with two or more enclosed parking spaces must maintain at least two
enclosed spaces.

No more than four off-street parking spaces, either open to the sky or enclosed in a
building, shall be provided for each detached dwelling on a lot less than 15,000 square feet in area.
No more than six off-street parking spaces, either open to the sky or enclosed in a building, shall be
provided for each detached dwelling on a lot between 15,000 and 19,999 square feet. No more than
eight off-street parking spaces, either open to the sky or enclosed in a building, shall be provided for
each detached dwelling on a lot between 20,000 and 29,999 square feet. No more than ten off-street
parking spaces, either open to the sky or enclosed in a building, shall be provided for each detached
dwelling on a lot 30,000 square feet or greater in area.
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(c) Spaces which may not be counted toward off-street parking requirements. Any off-
street parking space occupied by a vehicle for sale or lease, or occupied by a fleet vehicle kept on a
non-residential property by the owner or occupant of the property, shall not be counted toward the
number of parking spaces required under this Section.

(d) Exceptions and Reductions in the Village Center and NR-1 District. In the VC
District and NR-1 District all business uses in structures erected prior to the date of this
ordinance shall be exempt from the requirements of Table 6.2.2. Notwithstanding the above, no
existing parking spaces shall be eliminated from any property in the VC District and NR-1
District unless the same number of spaces is provided elsewhere in accordance with all
requirements of this Part 2.

Section 20-6.2.3. Shared parking

No parking space or portion thereof shall be counted as a required space for more than one
use under Section 6.2.2 unless approved as a special use by the Board of Trustees in accordance
with the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter, and provided that the
developer can demonstrate that the different uses will not substantially overlap in hours of operation
or hours of demand for the shared spaces.

Section 20-6.2.4. Location of parking spaces

(a) In accordance with Section 6.1.2, no parking space serving a residential use shall be
located within the required front yard or within five feet of any lot line, except where such space is
located in a driveway serving a detached dwelling or townhouse. No parking space serving a non-
residential use shall be located within five feet of any lot line. Circular driveways must contain a
parking space not located in the required front yard.

(b) At least 50 percent of all parking spaces required for multi-family dwellings shall be
enclosed within the principal building or a garage attached to the principal building. One hundred
percent (100%) of all parking spaces required for detached dwellings shall be enclosed within the
principal building or in a detached garage on the subject property.

(c) All off-street parking spaces required to serve a structure or use erected or
established in a residential zoning district after the effective date of this Chapter shall be located on
the same lot as the structure or use served.

(d) Off-street parking spaces required to serve any use established in a non-residential
zoning district after the effective date of this Chapter, or required to serve any structure or use
existing on the effective date of this Chapter, other than a single-family detached dwelling,
which is subsequently altered or enlarged so as to require the provision of additional off-street
parking spaces, may be served by an off-street parking facility located on land other than the lot
on which the structure or use to be served is located, provided that:
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(1) Such facility is within 300 feet walking distance of said structure or use;
and

(2) Such facility is located in a zoning district where such facilities are
allowed as a permitted use or special use; and

(3) Such facility is located on a lot owned by the same party as the lot on
which the structure or use to be served is located; and

(4) A covenant running with the land and prohibiting any other use of the lot,
naming the Village as a beneficiary of the covenant, is recorded in the
office of the Recorder of Deeds or Registrar of Titles of Cook County for
the lot on which the parking facility is located; and

(5) A copy of the recorded covenant, certified by the Recorder of Deeds or
Registrar of Titles, is filed with the Director of Community Development.

(e) The covenant required under (d) above shall not be released until such time as one of
the following conditions occurs:

(1) The use served by the required off-street parking is terminated and the
structure housing that use is removed; or

(2) The required off-street parking is provided on the same lot as that on which
the structure or use served is located; or

(3) Another lot meeting all the requirements set forth in (d) above is used to
provide the required parking.

Section 20-6.2.5. Size of required parking spaces and aisles

(a) A required off-street parking space shall cover a rectangle at least 8-½ feet wide and
18 feet long, as illustrated in Figure 6.2.5, exclusive of access drives and aisles. The required 18-
foot length may include up to two feet of abutting space in a vegetative buffer or landscaped area
over which a parked vehicle may extend, provided that no parked vehicle will project over a
sidewalk or other pedestrian walkway. Spaces designated and marked for handicapped parking
shall be at least 12-½ feet wide.

(b) Any aisle providing access to required parking spaces shall be at least the width
designated in Figure 6.2.5, based on the angle of parking provided and whether the aisle serves one
or two rows of parking spaces.

(c) Enclosed parking spaces shall have a vertical clearance of at least seven feet.
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Table 6.2.5
Required Parking Aisle Widths
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Section 20-6.2.6. Design and maintenance

(a) Off-street parking facilities may be open to the sky or enclosed in a building.

(b) A required off-street parking space shall open directly upon an aisle or driveway.
All off-street parking facilities shall be provided with appropriate means of vehicular access to a
public street or alley. No parking space shall open directly onto a street or alley.

(c) All open off-street parking areas shall be improved with a compacted macadam base
not less than six inches thick, or equal, and surfaced with not less than two inches of asphaltic
concrete or comparable hard-surfaced, all-weather, dustless material, as approved by the Village
Engineer.

(d) All parking spaces for single-family and two-unit dwellings shall be no more than
three (3) feet below existing grade. For property that slopes downward towards a rear lot line,
parking spaces accessed by a driveway (including apron) that follows the existing property contour
shall be permitted.

(e) For any open off-street parking area containing more than four parking spaces,
concrete curbing not less than six inches in height shall be installed along the perimeter of the
parking lot. Such curbing shall be placed no nearer than five feet from the street line in districts
where a front yard is not required, and no nearer than five feet from the property line in any location
which abuts a public sidewalk.

(f) All open off-street parking areas containing more than four parking spaces shall
have a storm water drainage system connected to a public sewer, as approved by the Village
Engineer. No surface runoff shall be allowed to flow across any lot line.

(g) Illumination of an off-street parking area shall be arranged so as not to reflect direct
rays of light into adjacent residential districts and streets, and shall meet the standards for outdoor
lighting set forth in Section 6.4.4 of this Chapter.

(h) With the exception of a building satisfying the definition of "Dwelling, Detached,"
as set forth in Section 20-2.1.3 of the Chapter, required off-street parking facilities shall be solely
for the parking of automobiles of patrons, occupants, or employees. When bus transportation is
provided for patrons, occupants, or employees of a specific establishment, additional open or
enclosed off-street parking spaces shall be provided for each bus to be parked on the premises.

(i) No motor vehicle repair work of any kind, other than non-commercial repairs or
repairs to one’s own vehicle, shall be permitted in off-street parking areas.

(j) Any landscaped area provided in a parking area shall not contain bare soil; any
ground area shall be covered with mulch, grass, or other vegetative ground cover.
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Section 20-6.2.7. Parking lot buffering requirements

(a) All open off-street parking areas containing more than four parking spaces shall be
effectively screened from any lot which abuts or is directly across the street or alley from the
property, and which is located in a residential zoning district, by:

(1) A wall or fence not less than five feet high nor more than six feet high; or

(2) A densely-planted compact hedge not less than five feet high; or

(3) Earthen berms not less than five feet high and covered with grass or other
living vegetative ground cover.

(b) All specifications for the measurement, quality, and installation of any hedge shall
be in accordance with the "American Standards for Nursery Stock" published by the American
Association of Nurserymen. The property owner or developer shall provide written certification
that the hedge meets this standard. All plant material shall be free from disease, and shall be
installed in a fashion that ensures the availability of sufficient soil and water to sustain healthy
growth. All plant material shall be planted with a minimum of six inches of organic soil and
mulched to a depth of three inches. All plant material shall be planted in a manner that is not
intrusive to utilities or pavement.

(c) The plantings, walls, fences, or berms that constitute a buffer must be properly
maintained in order for the buffer to fulfill the purpose for which it is established. The owner of the
property and any lessee of the property where a buffer is required shall be jointly and severally
responsible for the maintenance of all buffer materials. Such maintenance shall include all actions
necessary to keep the landscaped area free of litter and debris, to keep plantings healthy and orderly
in appearance, and to keep fences, walls, and berms in good repair and neat appearance. Any
vegetation that constitutes part of a buffer shall be replaced in the event that it dies. All plantings,
walls, fences, and berms shall be protected from damage by motor vehicles or pedestrians that could
reduce the effectiveness of the buffer for screening the parking area. All vegetation shall be planted
and periodically trimmed so as not to obstruct a public right-of-way, in accordance with Section
6.1.5 of this Chapter and Section 16-9 of the Village Code.

Section 20-6.2.8. Loading space requirements

(a) Off-street loading berths of the number and size set forth in Table 6.2.8 shall be
provided in conjunction with the erection of, addition to, or expansion of any business use. The
loading space requirements set forth in Table 6.2.8 shall apply to each establishment or business
tenant space within a shopping center, rather than to the shopping center as a whole.
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Table 6.2.8
Required Off-Street Loading Spaces

FLOOR AREA OF
ESTABLISHMENT
(sq. ft.)

REQUIRED
#

MINIMUM
SIZE

MINIMUM
VERTICAL
CLEARANCE

0 - 10,000 1 10’ x 25’ 12’

10,001 - 25,000 2 10’ x 25’ 12’

25,001 - 40,000. 3 10’ x 25’ 15’

40,001 - 100,000 4 10’ x 35’ 15’

Over 100,000 5* 10’ x 35’ 15’

* plus one additional space for every 50,000 square feet of floor area over 150,000

(b) All required off-street loading spaces shall be located on the same lot as the use to be
served such that no portion of a vehicle shall project into a street or alley. No loading space shall be
located in a front yard or a side yard adjoining a street. Every loading space shall be located at the
rear or side of the building and shall have direct access to a service entry through the rear or side of
the building.

(c) All loading spaces shall be designed with appropriate means of vehicular access to a
street or alley in a manner which will least interfere with traffic movements, as approved by the
Village Engineer.

(d) All open loading spaces shall be improved with a compacted macadam base not less
than eight inches thick, or equal, surfaced with not less than two inches of asphaltic concrete or
comparable hard-surfaced, all-weather, dustless material, as approved by the Village Engineer.

(e) All open loading spaces shall have a storm water drainage system connected to a
public sewer, as approved by the Village Engineer. No surface runoff shall be allowed to flow
across any lot line.

(f) No storage of materials and no motor vehicle repair or service work shall occur
within any required loading space.

(g) The space allotted to any loading space shall not be used to satisfy the space
requirements for any off-street parking facilities.

(h) All loading spaces shall be screened from the view of abutting lots to a height of at
least six feet by a solid fence and/or evergreen vegetation.
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Section 20-6.2.9. Driveways

(a) No driveway in or across any public sidewalk or street right-of-way shall be
constructed or maintained unless a permit for such driveway has been issued in accordance with the
procedures and standards set forth in Section 16-10 of the Village Code.

(b) Any driveway or curb-cut which is located in a non-residential district and provides
direct vehicular access into a lot from a major street or collector shall be located:

(1) At least 25 feet from any other driveway or curb-cut located on the same side
of the street; and

(2) At least 65 feet from any street intersection, as measured from the
intersecting street right-of-way line along the edge of the pavement.
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Table 6.2.2
Off-Street Parking Requirements

RESIDENTIAL USES: # OF SPACES REQUIRED:

Congregate housing for elderly 0.5 per resident + 1 per staff person

Detached dwellings 2

+1 for an accessory living unit

Group homes for persons with disabilities 0.25 per resident + 1 per staff person

Group homes for elderly 0.5 per resident

Housing for the elderly 0.5 per unit

Multi-family dwellings

Multi-family in "VC" Zoning District

2 per unit + 0.5 per bedroom over 2 bedroom

1 per studio or 1 bedroom dwelling unit and 1.5 per
2 bedroom or greater dwelling unit

Townhouses

“R2” Townhouses contiguous to the "VC" District

2 per dwelling unit + 0.5 per bedroom over 2
bedrooms

2 per dwelling unit

Two-unit dwellings 4

INSTITUTIONAL USES: # OF SPACES REQUIRED:

Clubs & lodges 1 per 3 seats of meeting space

Colleges 1 per classroom + 1 per 2 students

Convents & monasteries 0.25 per resident

Day care centers 1 per 200 sq. ft.

Day care homes 3 per home

Fire & police stations 1 per 500 sq. ft.

Golf courses 90 per 9 holes

Government offices 1 per 300 sq. ft.

Libraries 1 per 1,000 sq. ft.

Museums 1 per 500 sq. ft.

Nursing homes 0.25 per resident + 1 per staff person

Part-time day child care facility 1 per 200 sq. ft.
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Table 6.2.2 (continued)
Off-Street Parking Requirements

INSTITUTIONAL USES: # OF SPACES REQUIRED:

Parks & playgrounds
- swimming pool
- tennis or racquet court
- impervious playing surfaces

1 per 75 sq. ft. of water area
2 per court
1 per 200 sq. ft.

Places of Worship 1 per 5 seats

Post offices 1 per 200 sq. ft.

Public utility service uses 1 per 2 employees

Recreation centers
- swimming pool
- tennis or racquet court
- theater
- other indoor spaces

1 per 75 sq. ft. of water area
2 per court
1 per 3 seats
1 per 200 sq. ft.

Schools, boarding 1 per classroom

Schools
- elementary, middle, or junior high
- high school

1 per classroom
1 per classroom + 1 per 5 students

BUSINESS USES: # OF SPACES REQUIRED:

Automobile service stations 2 per station + 4 per service bay

Bowling alleys 5 per lane

Broadcasting studios 1 per 500 sq. ft.

Carry-out food service (accessory)

Carry-out food service (accessory)
in the "VC" Zoning District east of Green Bay Road

3 per cashier station (in addition to other
requirements)

1.5 per cashier station (in addition to other
requirements)

Cleaning or processing establishments 1 per 500 sq. ft.

Commercial retail establishments

Commercial retail establishments in the "VC" Zoning
District east of Green Bay Road

1 per 200 sq. ft.

1 per 500 sq. ft.

Computer service establishments

Computer service establishments in the “VC” Zoning
District

1 space per each 3 stations, plus 1 space per
employee

1 space per each 6 stations, plus 1 space per
employee

Convenience food marts 1 per 150 sq. ft.
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Table 6.2.2 (continued)
Off-Street Parking Requirements

BUSINESS USES: # OF SPACES REQUIRED:

Food service delivery (accessory) 1 for first 2 vehicles + 1 for each vehicle over 2

Full Service Restaurants

Full Service Restaurants in the "VC" Zoning District
east of Green Bay Road

1 per 3 seats

1 per 6 seats

Funeral homes and mortuaries 1 per 200 sq. ft.

Health clubs:
- swimming pool
- tennis or racquet court
- other indoor spaces

1 per 75 sq. ft. of water area
2 per court
1 per 200 sq. ft.

Heavy equipment and supplies 1 per 500 sq. ft.

Limited service restaurants

Limited service restaurants in the "VC" Zoning
District east of Green Bay Road

1 per 3 seats + 3 per cashier station

1 per 6 seats plus 1.5 per cashier station

Limited personal service establishment use 1 per room + 1 per every 2 students

Manufacturing establishments 1 per 500 sq. ft.

Offices 1 per 300 sq. ft.

Personal service establishments 1 per 200 sq. ft.

Plumbing shops 1 per 200 sq. ft.

Printing or photocopying establishments 1 per 300 sq. ft.

Research laboratories 1 per 500 sq. ft.

Shopping centers in the “VC” Zoning district east of
Green Bay Road

- Retail in a shopping center
- Personal service establishments in a shopping

center
- Full service restaurants in a shopping center
- Limited service restaurants in a shopping center
- Carry-out food service (accessory) in a shopping

center

1 per 450 sq. ft. of gross leasable area

1 per 200 sq. ft. of gross leasable area
1 per 6 seats
1 per 6 seats + 1.5 per cashier station
1.5 per cashier station (in addition to other
requirements)
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Table 6.2.2 (continued)
Off-Street Parking Requirements

BUSINESS USES: # OF SPACES REQUIRED:

Shopping centers other than in the “VC” Zoning
district east of Green Bay Road

- Retail and personal service establishments in a
shopping center

- Full service restaurants in a shopping center
- Limited service restaurants in a shopping center
- Carry-out food service (accessory) in a shopping

center

1 per 200 sq. ft. of gross leasable area

1 per 3 seats
1 per 3 seats + 3 per cashier station
3 per cashier station (in addition to other
requirements)

Storage and distribution establishment 1 per 500 sq. ft.

Taxicab fleet yards 1 per fleet vehicle

Theaters 1 per 3 seats

Trade schools 2 per classroom + 1 per 2 students

Vehicle sales, rental & service 1 per 500 sq. ft. of enclosed sales or service area

Notes: Requirements are based on square feet of gross floor area, except as otherwise indicated.
Requirements based on the number of seats or students mean the number that are the design
capacity of the building. Requirements based on the number of staff or employees mean the
maximum number of staff or employees on one shift, as certified by the applicant.
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PART 3: ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Section 20-6.3.1. Purpose and scope

The performance standards set forth in this Part are designed to protect the health, safety,
and welfare of the residents of the Village and to protect, maintain, and enhance the quality of
the natural environment of the Village. All new and existing uses established within the Village
shall comply with the performance standards set forth in this Part. Uses already established on
the effective date of this ordinance shall be allowed to be altered, enlarged, expanded, or
modified, provided that any such additions or changes comply with the performance standards
set forth in this Part.

Section 20-6.3.2. Noise

(a) No land use or other activity within the Village shall be conducted in such a manner
that it generates a level of sound on another property greater than that allowed under the Noise
Regulations of the State of Illinois, adopted by the State Pollution Control Board pursuant to the
Environmental Protection Act, Ill. Rev. Stat. ch. 111-1/2, § 1001 et seq., as amended, and appearing
in Title 35, Subtitle H, of the Illinois Administrative Code, as amended.

(b) No land use or other activity within the Village shall be conducted in such a manner
that it generates a level of sound on another property that violates any applicable provision of
Chapter 14 of the Village Code [Nuisances].

(c) In addition to the standards set forth above, no land use or other activity within the
Village, other than those specified in subsection (d) below, shall be conducted in such a manner that
it generates a level of sound on another property which is greater than the "A-weighted" sound level
set forth in Table 6.3.2.

(d) The limits set forth in Table 6.3.2 shall not apply to the following: noises not directly
under the control of the owner or occupant of the property; noises emanating from construction,
repair, and maintenance activities conducted between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. and such
other times as may be specifically authorized by the Village Engineer pursuant to Section 14-1 of
the Village Code; noises emanating from safety signals, warning devices, and emergency pressure
relief valves; and transient noises emanating from moving sources, such as trucks, automobiles,
airplanes, and railroads. In addition, the limits set forth in Table 6.3.2 shall not apply to noises
emanating from heating, ventilation, or air conditioning equipment provided the size of the
equipment does not exceed 5 tons.
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Table 6.3.2
"A-weighted" Sound Level Limits

DISTRICT
CLASSIFICATION OF
“RECEIVING” PROPERTY

TIME OF DAY
MAXIMUM
“A-WEIGHTED”
SOUND LEVEL

R, R1, R2, R3, or R4
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.

50 dB(A)

45 dB(A)

NR, VC, GC1, GC2, PCD1,
PCD2, PCD3, or OR

7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.

60 dB(A)

55 dB(A)

Section 20-6.3.3. Vibration

(a) No land use or other activity within the Village shall cause or create earthborne
vibrations on another property in excess of the displacement values set forth in this Section.

(b) Measurements of vibration displacement shall be made at or beyond the adjacent lot
line, with an instrument or complement of instruments capable of simultaneously measuring in three
mutually perpendicular directions. The maximum vector that results shall be less than the vibration
displacement permitted in (c) below.

(c) The maximum permitted displacement shall be determined in each instance by the
following formula:

D = K where: D = displacement in inches;
f K = the constant set forth in Table 6.3.3; and

f = the frequency of the vibration transmitted through the ground in
cycles per second.

The maximum earth displacement permitted at any neighboring lot line and at the
boundary of any residential zoning district shall be determined by using the above formula and the
appropriate K value set forth in Table 6.3.3.
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Table 6.3.3
K Values to be used in Measuring Vibration

LOCATION K VALUE

On any neighboring lot line:

Continuous vibration 0.008

Impulsive Vibration 0.015

Fewer than 8 pulses per 24-hour period 0.037

On any residential district boundary:

Continuous Vibration 0.003

Impulsive Vibration 0.006

Fewer than 8 pulses per 24-hour period 0.015

Section 20-6.3.4. Air pollutants and odors

(a) Any land use or other activity in the Village that involves the emission of smoke,
particulate matter, or other air pollutants shall comply with all applicable standards set forth in State
and Federal statutes and regulations regarding the emission of air pollutants. Any such land use or
other activity shall also obtain and maintain all necessary licenses and permits from the appropriate
State and Federal agencies, such as the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency.

(b) No land use or other activity within the Village shall be conducted in such a manner
that it generates any odor that violates any applicable provision of Chapter 14 of the Village Code
[Nuisances].

Section 20-6.3.5. Toxic, hazardous, and radioactive materials

Any land use or other activity in the Village that involves the use of toxic, hazardous, or
radioactive materials shall comply with all applicable standards set forth in State and Federal
statutes and regulations regarding the use, storage, transportation, emission, and disposal of such
materials. Any such land use or other activity shall also obtain and maintain all necessary licenses
and permits from the appropriate State and Federal agencies, such as the United States
Environmental Protection Agency, the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, and the Illinois
Department of Nuclear Safety.

Section 20-6.3.6. Fire and explosive hazards

(a) All flammable solid, liquid, and gaseous substances shall be stored and used in
accordance with all applicable Federal, State, and local statutes and regulations.
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(b) In all non-residential zoning districts, the storage or use of solid materials or
products ranging from incombustible to moderate burning is permitted.

(c) In all non-residential zoning districts, the storage or use of solid materials or
products ranging from free or active burning to intense burning is permitted, provided that either of
the following conditions is met:

(1) Solid materials or products shall be stored or used within completely
enclosed buildings having no less than two-hour fire-resistant exterior walls
and protected with an automatic fire extinguishing system; or

(2) Said material, if stored outdoors, shall be no less than 50 feet from the
nearest lot line.

(d) The storage or use of flammable liquids shall be permitted in conjunction with any
non-residential use up to the amounts set forth in Table 6.3.6, exclusive of storage of finished
products in original sealed containers, which shall be unrestricted. When flammable gases are
stored or used, and measured in cubic feet, the quantity in cubic feet at standard temperature and
pressure shall not exceed 30 times the quantities listed in Table 6.3.6 (one gallon of solvent equaling
30 cubic feet of vapor).

(e) Storage tanks for flammable liquids and gasses shall be located no closer than 50
feet to any lot line.

(f) In addition to the foregoing provisions, any activity involving the storage or use of
materials or products that decompose by detonation is prohibited in any district, except where
specifically licensed by the Village. Such materials shall include, but shall not be limited to, the
following: all primary explosives such as lead azide, lead styphnate, fulminates, and tetracene; all
high explosives such as TNT, RDX, HMX, PETN, and picric acid; propellants and components
thereof such as nitrocellulose, black powder, boron hydrides, hydrazine, and its derivatives;
pyrotechnics and fireworks such as magnesium powder, potassium chlorate, and potassium nitrate;
blasting explosives such as dynamite and nitroglycerine; unstable organic compounds such as
acetylides, tetrazoles, and perchloric acid; perchlorates; chlorates; hydrogen peroxide in
concentrations greater than 35 percent; and nuclear fuels, fissionable materials, and products and
reactor elements such as Uranium 235 and Plutonium 239.
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Table 6.3.6
Total Capacity of Flammable Materials Permitted (In Gallons)

ABOVE GROUND
(WITHIN ENCLOSED
BUILDINGS)

UNDERGROUND

Materials having a closed cup
flash point over 187F. but
less than 300F.

5,000 gallons 20,000 gallons

Materials having a closed cup
flash point from and
including 105F. to and
including 187F.

2,500 15,000

Materials having a closed cup
flash point of less than 105F.

1,000 10,000

Section 20-6.3.7. Glare

(a) No land use or other activity in the Village shall be conducted so that direct and
indirect illumination from a source of light shall cause illumination in excess of 0.5 foot-candles, as
measured horizontally at the lot line, at any point within a residential zoning district. However,
when street lighting produces illumination in excess of one foot-candle at a particular point in a
residential zoning district, the contribution by light sources from any property in a non-residential
zoning district, as measured at the same point, shall not exceed 50 percent of the street lighting.

(b) Flickering or intense sources of light shall be controlled or shielded so as not to cross
lot lines.
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PART 4: ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES

Section 20-6.4.1. General requirements

(a) All accessory uses and accessory structures shall conform to the applicable
requirements of this Chapter. The provisions of this Part establish additional requirements and
restrictions for particular accessory uses and structures. Except as otherwise provided in this Part,
any accessory use or structure constituting "development" shall be treated as a permitted use in the
zoning district in which it is located. Any accessory use or structure may be approved in
conjunction with approval of the principal use or structure. Except as otherwise provided in this
Part, no accessory use or structure shall be approved, established, or constructed before the principal
use or structure is approved, established, or constructed.

(b) Separation from principal building. A detached accessory structure shall not be
located within ten (10) feet of the nearest wall of the principal building. Swimming pools, spas,
patios, and decks shall not be subject to this requirement except that swimming pools must provide
a minimum four (4) foot walk in accordance with Chapter 9-9.5 of the Village Code.

(c) Separation between accessory structures. A detached accessory structure shall not
be located within four (4) feet of the nearest wall or point of another detached roofed accessory
structure.

(d) Temporary accessory uses and structures. Temporary accessory uses and structures
shall be governed by the standards and procedures set forth in Part 5 of this Article and Article 4,
Part 1 of this Chapter.

(e) Maximum number of accessory structures. For lots less than 15,000 square feet, no
more than two (2) detached accessory structures shall be permitted on a lot. For lots 15,000 square
feet or greater, no more than three (3) detached accessory structures shall be permitted on a lot. For
the purposes of this requirement, detached accessory structures shall include detached garages,
gazebos, coach homes, beach houses/cabanas, boat houses, shed, swimming pool equipment sheds,
pergolas (detached) and other like structures, but not include fences, walls, retaining walls, arbors,
trellises, play ground equipment, patios, decks, swimming pools and spas, tennis and similar
recreation courts, and pergolas attached to the principal structure. Request for relief from this
section shall be treated as a special use.

For lots where the number of existing structures exceeds the maximum permitted,
the replacement of a detached garage shall not require a special use.

(f) Maximum size of roof accessory structures. No beach house/cabana or boat house
shall exceed 750 square feet in area. All other roof detached accessory structures, except detached
garages, shall be limited to a maximum of 200 square feet each. The total area of all roofed
detached accessory structures shall not exceed 25% of the permitted total principal structure floor
area, not including applicable floor area bonuses. Request for relief from this section shall be
treated as a special use.
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(g) Design and use of accessory structures. A detached accessory structure shall not be
designed or used for housing. A detached accessory structure shall not have a basement except for a
beach house/cabana or boat house on a sloping lot, which may have a basement as long as it is used
for storage purposes only. A detached accessory structure may be equipped with a sink or sinks,
toilet, and oven or microwave oven but not with bathing facilities except for an outdoor shower
head for beach houses/cabanas or boat houses.

(h) Demolition of principal structure. Upon the demolition of a principal structure, any
remaining nonconforming accessory structures on the same property as the demolished principal
structure shall also be demolished or altered to be made conforming.

Section 20-6.4.2. Signs

All signs shall be governed by the Village Sign Ordinance (Ordinance 99-O-32), which is
incorporated as Article 9 of this Chapter.

Section 20-6.4.3. Fences, Arbors, and Trellises

(a) No fence shall be constructed, reconstructed, enlarged, or structurally altered in any
zoning district unless the fence meets the requirements of this Section. No fence shall be
constructed, reconstructed, enlarged, or structurally altered unless a fence permit has first been
issued in accordance with Section 9-3.3.1 of the Village Code.

(b) In no event shall any fence of the following types be constructed or maintained:
fences prohibited under Section 16-9.1 of the Village Code; fences not in conformance with the
requirements of Section 16-9.3.1 of the Village Code “Required Unobstructed Area”; or, wire
fences of a gauge lighter than 11 gauge. No variation shall be granted which allows the
construction or maintenance of any such fence.

(c) No solid fence shall be permitted in any required front yard, in any required side
yard that abuts a street, or in any required rear yard of a double-frontage lot. However, a solid fence
shall be permitted in a rear yard, side yard adjoining a street, or required rear yard of a double-
frontage lot where the fence will adjoin and be parallel to one of the described portions of the streets
listed below. In addition, fences along the interior sides of the required rear yard of properties listed
below shall be permitted.

(1) Hunter Road: (A) 500 block (north of Wilmette Avenue), west
side only.

(B) 900-1000 block (Lake Avenue to Iroquois
Road), west side only.

(2) Lake Avenue: (A) 2300-3000 blocks (Hunter Road to Hibbard
Road), north side only.
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(B) 3900-4100 Blocks (north side only; public
utility service use only)

(3) New Glenview Road: 2400-2900 blocks (Hunter Road to Valley View
Lane), both sides.

(4) Skokie Boulevard: 300-800 blocks (New Glenview Road to Lake
Avenue), both sides.

(5) Wilmette Avenue: 2300-2500 blocks (west of Hunter Road), north side
only.

(6) Crawford Avenue: 100-300 blocks (Wilmette Avenue to Old Glenview
Road)

(7) Lockerbie Lane: 100 block (along cul de sac)

(8) Hibbard Road: 700-900 blocks (Skokie Boulevard to Indianwood
Road)

(9) Millbrook Lane: 100-200 Blocks (those adjoining Briar Drive only
from Old Glenview Road to Lilac Lane)

(10) Briar Drive: 200 Block (Old Glenview Road to Lilac Lane)

(11) Pioneer Lane: 2100 Block (south side only)

(12) Old Glenview Road: (A) 2100 Block (south side only)

(B) 3000 Block (south side only)

(13) Carriage Way: 100 Block (south side only)

(14) Plum Tree Lane: 100 Block (south side only)

(15) Illinois Road: 3300 Block (south side only)

(16) Sprucewood Lane: 3200 Block (those adjoining Skokie Boulevard only)

(17) Thelin Court: 200 Block (east side adjoining Skokie Boulevard
only)

(18) Virginia Lane: 1100 Block (west side adjoining Hibbard Road only.
No closer than 30’ south of the Illinois Road right-of-
way)
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(d) No fence located in a required front yard, in any required side yard adjoining a
street, or in any required rear yard of a double-frontage lot shall:

(1) exceed a height of four (4) feet, except a fence up to six and one-half (6.5)
feet in height may be placed along a street in the manner described in
paragraph (c) of this Section;

(2) be less than fifty percent (50%) open;

(3) be constructed of chain link fabric, whether metal or other material;

(4) have finials on support posts of more than four (4) inches above the top rail
or line of the fence; or,

(5) have columns wider than eighteen (18) inches, and such columns of eighteen
(18) inches or less shall be set no less than eight (8) feet apart on center.

(6) have any planter, lamp, or similar decorative element that exceeds eighteen
(18) inches above the finished top of the column.

Nothwithstanding the foregoing, a fence located on the property of a public utility service
use owned or operated by a unit of local government when such property is located in the area
described in paragraph (c)(2)(B) of this Section, may be of a height not to exceed 6.5 feet in any
required yard, and may be up to 100% closed along a side yard or rear yard line that is adjacent to
residential property, and may be constructed in whole or in part of chair link material.

(e) For lots in the R Zoning District that are 20,000 or more square feet in area, up to
four (4) columns no wider than twenty-four (24) inches and six-and-one-half (6.5) feet in height
shall be permitted in a required front yard and in any required side yard adjoining the street. Fence
columns described in this paragraph (e) may not have any planter, lamp, or similar decorative
element that exceeds eighteen (18) inches above the finished top of the column.

(f) No other fence shall exceed a height of six and one-half (6.5) feet, except as
otherwise provided under Section 16-9.8 of the Village Code.

(g) The finished side of all fences shall face the street, alley, or abutting property. For
purposes of this rule, the "finished side" of a fence is considered to be the smooth side or the side
not containing structural supports. If structural elements are an integral part of the fence design,
such elements must be centered on the line of the fence.

(h) Chain link fences shall not contain strips or slats among the links.

(i) Synthetic fiber fences shall meet the following requirements:

(1) No plumbing material shall be used in any form.
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(2) All fence material shall have color consistency inside and out.

(3) Any post or horizontal component shall have a thickness of at least 0.12
inches.

(4) All fence material shall be recyclable at the conclusion of its useful life.

The provisions of this paragraph are not intended to prohibit vinyl coated chain link
fencing, except as provided in paragraph (d).

(j) No fence shall have column widths wider than eighteen (18) inches, and such
columns of eighteen (18) inches or less shall be set no less than eight (8) feet apart on center except
as provided in 6.4.3 (e) above.

(k) Arbors which are detached from the building are allowable encroachments in a
required front yard, a required side yard, a required side yard which abuts a street, or in any required
rear yard of a double frontage lot, provided that they comply with each of the following standards:

(1) Maximum height is nine feet.

(2) Maximum width is six feet.

(3) Maximum depth is three feet.

(4) Sum of depth in feet and width in feet is not to exceed eight feet.

(5) Each surface of the arbor or trellis shall be at least fifty percent open.

(6) No more than three (3) arbors and trellises shall be permitted on a lot,
provided that no more than one (1) arbor or one (1) trellis be placed along a
single lot line.

(7) Any gate shall meet all existing fence regulations, except that, if, on each
side of a trellis or arbor with a gate there is a hedge higher than 3½ feet, the
gate is permitted to be as high as the adjoining hedge, but in no event to
exceed a height of:

(A) four (4) feet, in the case of a gate installed after the effective date of
this Ordinance, or

(B) four feet-ten inches (4’ 10”), if said gate was installed on or before
the effective date of this Ordinance.

(l) Trellises which are detached from the building are allowable encroachments in a
required side yard or a required rear yard, provided that they comply with each of the following
standards:
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(1) Maximum height is nine feet.

(2) Maximum width is six feet.

(3) No more than three (3) arbors and trellises shall be permitted on a lot,
provided that no more than one (1) arbor or one (1) trellis be placed along a
single lot line.

(m) The Zoning Board shall consider in each application for a variation for a fence in
any required front yard, any required side yard which abuts a street, or any required rear yard of a
double frontage lot, whether or not the fence should be 30% screened with nondeciduous vegetation
within two (2) years of the date of the variation ordinance.

(n) In each application for a variation the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Board of
Trustees, in addition to the standards in Section 4.4.5(a) of this Chapter, shall consider the following
factors;

(1) The type of street to which the fence will be oriented (e.g., major, collector,
or residential), and the volume and speed of traffic regularly using such
street; and

(2) The extent to which fences of the same type sought by the applicant already
exist in the immediate area and have been granted variations; and

(3) The orientation and proximity of neighboring dwelling units and other
structures to the proposed fence; and

(4) The extent to which the proposed fence will utilize landscaping to minimize
the visual impact of the fence; and

(5) The size of the zoning lots in the neighborhood, such that the larger the lots
and the greater the open space thereon, the less impact the fence can be
expected to have on neighboring properties; and

(6) The extent to which a fence of the same type sought by the applicant is for
the replacement or repair of a previously or presently existing fence or
portion thereof; and

(7) The length of time that a non-conforming fence has existed on the property
prior to the application; and

(8) Whether a fence permit was issued at the time the fence was constructed and
if the fence being replaced was required to obtain such a permit.

However, no one of these factors shall be conclusive in determining whether a practical
difficulty or unnecessary hardship exists.
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Section 20-6.4.4. Outdoor lighting

(a) The following restrictions shall apply to any outdoor lighting located in any district:

(1) Except as otherwise provided in (b) below, all outdoor lighting shall be
designed, located, and mounted at heights no greater than 18 feet above
grade for non-cutoff lights and 35 feet above grade for cutoff lights; and

(2) All outdoor lighting for non-residential uses shall be designed, located, and
mounted so that the maximum illumination, as measured horizontally at the
lot lines, does not exceed 0.5 foot-candles; and

(3) No outdoor lighting shall be of such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare
which would impair the vision of drivers; and

(4) Steps shall be taken to minimize glare from such lighting to the maximum
extent practicable, such as by orienting the lights away from abutting
properties or planting trees to block other properties from the glare.

(b) All new lighting for outdoor recreational facilities at parks, recreation centers, and
golf courses shall be treated as a special use, subject to approval in accordance with the procedures
and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter. In addition to the standards set forth in
Section 4.3.6 of this Chapter, such outdoor lighting shall meet the requirements of (a)(2), (a)(3), and
(a)(4) above. Notwithstanding the height limits set forth elsewhere in this Chapter, outdoor lighting
for baseball, softball, soccer, or football playing fields located at a park or recreation center may be
located and mounted at heights up to 70 feet, provided that:

(1) Any structure on which such lights are mounted is located as far as
practicable, but in no event less than 20 feet, from any residential lot line;
and

(2) Special use approval is obtained for such lighting in accordance with this
Section.

Section 20-6.4.5. Home occupations

A home occupation shall be permitted as accessory to any dwelling unit in accordance with
the following standards:

(a) The home occupation shall be carried on wholly within the principal building on the
lot. There shall be no exterior display, or outdoor storage of materials or equipment, and no exterior
indication of the home occupation or other variation from the residential character of the building.

(b) Only persons who are members of the family residing on the lot shall be employed
by or engaged in the home occupation.
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(c) The home occupation shall not involve the receipt or delivery of merchandise,
goods, or equipment other than by U.S. Mail, United Parcel Service, Federal Express, or similar
carriers that typically deliver packages to residences.

(d) No perceptible noise, odor, smoke, electrical interference, or vibration shall emanate
from the dwelling unit in which the home occupation functions.

(e) No home occupation shall provide service or instruction simultaneously to a group
of more than four persons while such persons are present in the dwelling unit.

(f) The required off-street parking for any dwelling unit within which a home
occupation is conducted shall include, in addition to the residential off-street parking requirement of
such dwelling unit, such additional off-street parking for the occupation conducted therein as may
be required by Part 2 of this Article.

Section 20-6.4.6. Drive-in services

Drive-in services shall be permitted only in the NR, VC, GC-1, and PCD-1 Districts and
shall be treated as a special use, subject to approval in accordance with the procedures and standards
set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter. In addition, drive-in services shall meet the following
standards:

(a) Vehicular access to the drive-in window or service area shall be provided only from
a collector or major street.

(b) The amount of stacking space for automobiles awaiting service shall be at least five
spaces per cashier, teller, or similar employee transacting business directly with drive-in customers
at any given time.

(c) Internal traffic circulation patterns on the lot shall be adequate to keep traffic from
backing into a street and blocking access to any required parking spaces located on the lot.

Section 20-6.4.7. Carry-out food service

Carry-out food services shall be permitted only in the NR, NR-1, VC, GC-1, PCD-1, PCD-
2, and PCD-3 Districts and shall be treated as a special use, subject to approval in accordance with
the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter. In addition, carry-out
food operations shall meet the following standards:

(a) Vehicular access to the parking area for the operation shall be provided only from a
collector or major street.

(b) Additional off-street parking spaces shall be provided to serve the carry-out food
service in accordance with Section 6.2.2 of this Chapter.
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Section 20-6.4.8. Outdoor storage and parking of trailers, boats, and trucks

(a) Travel trailers, commercial or industrial trailers, or boats not meeting the standards
set forth in this Section shall not be stored in any residential district, except that a trailer may be
used, in accordance with Part 5 of this Article, as a temporary office or storage space incidental to
construction.

(b) Travel trailers shall not be permitted in any district as accessory buildings. A travel
trailer shall not be used as a dwelling, storage, or accessory building, except that a travel trailer may
be parked or occupied for lodging purposes on a vacant lot or on the same lot as a dwelling for not
more than 72 hours in any consecutive 30-day period.

(c) A travel trailer or boat shall not be stored in connection with a business conducted at
the location.

(d) A stored travel trailer or boat shall be maintained in mobile condition. No major
construction or repair of a stored travel trailer or boat shall be performed on a lot used for residential
purposes.

(e) The parking of trucks shall be limited to vehicles with a state license classification of
"B" or smaller and having an overall height of not more than ninety (90) inches, except for pick-up
and delivery service during normal business hours.

(f) The State license plates, display title, and Village vehicle sticker, where required,
shall be current and properly displayed. The lot owner shall have, and display upon request to
authorized Village officials, proof of ownership of any stored travel trailer or boat.

(g) The owner of a boat, boat trailer, or travel trailer shall not park or store such boat,
boat trailer, or travel trailer in such manner as to create a dangerous or unsafe condition on the lot
where parked or stored. Parking or storage in such fashion that the boat, boat trailer, or travel
trailer, whether loaded or not, may readily tip or roll shall be considered a dangerous and unsafe
condition. The owner of a boat, boat trailer, or travel trailer shall not park or store such boat, boat
trailer, or travel trailer leaving flammable liquids aboard in portable containers.

(h) No travel trailer or boat stored in a residential district shall exceed: ten feet in height
as parked, including trailer cradle or mount, but excluding mast; 26 feet in body length, excluding
trailer hitch, tongue, and bumper; and eight feet in body width, excluding hardware.

(i) A travel trailer or boat stored in a residential district shall be located only between
the rear lot line and the principal structure, no less than six feet from any principal structure, and no
less than three feet from any lot line.

(j) No animal transport trailer shall be stored in any residential district.
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Section 20-6.4.9. Tents

The temporary use of a tent for community, religious, charitable, educational, entertainment,
amusement, recreational, or commercial purposes shall be permitted in accordance with Part 5 of
this Article.

Section 20-6.4.10. Outdoor storage of construction materials, junk, refuse, and disabled or
damaged motor vehicles

(a) No open storage of construction materials, junk, refuse, scrap, or disabled or
damaged motor vehicles shall occur in any zoning district. This limitation shall not apply to the
open storage of materials actively being used for the construction or repair of a building or structure
on the same property, provided that no such storage shall continue after completion of the
construction or repairs. Nor shall this limitation apply to disabled or damaged motor vehicles
awaiting repair at an automobile service station or vehicle sales, rental, or servicing establishment.

(b) Notwithstanding (a) above, open storage of construction materials is permitted in the
GC-2 District as an accessory use when approved as a special use in accordance with the procedures
and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3, of this Chapter. Any such materials in open storage shall
be screened from the view of the street and abutting properties to a height of at least six feet by a
solid fence and/or evergreen vegetation.

(c) The keeping of inoperable motor vehicles in open storage shall be subject to fines
and removal by the Village Police Department in accordance with Section 13-8.18 of the Village
Code.

Section 20-6.4.11. Utility distribution lines

(a) All utility distribution lines for telephone, cable television, electrical, and other
utility services in subdivisions platted and recorded after the effective date of this Chapter shall be
installed underground.

(b) All underground installations shall be placed within easements or dedicated public
ways in a manner which shall not conflict with previously installed services. All transformer boxes
shall be located so as not to be hazardous to the public. All utility easement areas shall be kept free
and clear of all physical encumbrances so that the easements are readily available and accessible.
Proposed easements shall be submitted to the utility companies for their suggestions prior to the
recording of a subdivision plat.

(c) Underground installations shall be made in accordance with the rules and regulations
from time to time on file with the Illinois Commerce Commission. Nothing contained herein shall
relieve the developer from the standard charges on file with said Commission.
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Section 20-6.4.12. Satellite dish antennas

(a) Satellite dish antennas are regulated by the Village for the purpose of preserving the
aesthetic quality of those neighborhoods where satellite dish antennas are installed.

The purpose of this section is to provide for the preservation of the aesthetic quality of the
neighborhood by controlling installations so that they blend in with the appearance of the subject
property and surrounding properties to the extent practicable, and are installed and secured in safe
manner.

This section shall not be interpreted in such a manner as to prevent or impose unreasonable
limitations on the reception of satellite-delivered signals by receive-only antennas, or to impose
costs or other burdens on the users of receive-only satellite dish antennas which are excessive in
light of the purchase and installation cost of the equipment.

(b) A satellite dish antenna shall be treated as a permitted use provided that:

(1) It is a satellite dish antenna with a diameter no greater than one (1) meter
(approximately 3.28 feet); or

(2) It is a satellite dish antenna with a diameter no greater than two (2) meters
(approximately 6.56 feet), is not installed on a wall fronting a public street,
and is located in either the NR, VC, GC-1, GC-2, PCD-1, PCD-2, PCD-3, or
OR zoning district; or,

(3) It is a satellite dish antenna, is installed on the roof of a principal structure or
accessory structure, or mounted on a mast securely attached to a principal
structure or accessory structure, is not larger than ten (10) feet in diameter,
does not front the street, the bottom of the dish is no more than two (2) feet
above the roof, and no other satellite dish antennas with a diameter
exceeding two (2) meters (approximately 6.56 feet) are located on the same
lot; or,

(4) It is a satellite dish antenna, is installed on the ground, pad, a tower, or other
structure besides a building, is located between the principal structure and
the rear lot line, has maximum height not exceeding fifteen (15) feet above
the ground, and no other satellite dish antennas with a diameter exceeding
two (2) meters (approximately 6.56 feet) are located on the same lot.

(c) Any satellite dish antenna which does not meet the standards set forth in (b) above
shall be treated as a special use in any zoning district, subject to approval in accordance with the
procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter. An applicant seeking a
special use under this Section for a receive-only satellite dish antenna shall not be required to pay an
application fee to the Village for the special use hearing. In considering an application for a special
use the Zoning Board of Appeals also shall be guided by the purpose and policy set forth in
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paragraph (a) of this section. In addition, the satellite dish shall, to the extent practicable and
consistent with the foregoing, be located so as to minimize its visibility from surrounding properties
and public ways.

(d) Any satellite dish that is installed shall comply with all other ordinances of the
Village.

Section 20-6.4.13. Heating and air conditioning equipment

(a) No heating or air conditioning equipment, other than an individual window unit,
shall be located within 10 feet of a side lot line or rear lot line.

(b) Any heating or air conditioning equipment, other than an individual window unit,
that is located between the principal building and a street must be screened from the street by non-
deciduous landscaping or conforming fencing.

(c) Any heating or air conditioning equipment, other than an individual window unit,
located less than 5 feet from a side lot line or rear lot line shall be subject to review by the Zoning
Board of Appeals. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall recommend the installation of such
equipment only where the applicant has demonstrated that the standards outlined in 6.4.13(d) are
met.

(d) Any heating or air conditioning equipment, other than an individual window unit,
located within a front yard, side yard adjoining a street or a rear yard of a double frontage lot or
located less than 10 feet but not less five feet from a side lot line or rear lot line shall be subject to
review and approval by the Site Plan Review Committee. The Site Plan Review Committee shall
approve the installation of such equipment only where the applicant has demonstrated that:

(1) The plight of the property owner was not created by the owner and is due to
unique circumstances; and

(2) The alternative locations for the equipment would impose upon the owner a
practical difficulty or particular hardship, as opposed to a mere
inconvenience, if the requirements of this Chapter were strictly enforce; and

(3) The proposed variation shall have a minimum impact on adjoining private
properties and land uses. This standard shall be deemed to be met when the
conditions of the adjoining private property are such that the noise and visual
impacts will not impose unreasonable impact on said property; and

(4) The variation, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the
neighborhood and will be consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies
set forth in the Comprehensive Plan; and
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(5) The equipment will be screened to its full height from the view of the street
and abutting properties by a solid fence and/or evergreen shrubbery.

(e) Upon granting of any such request, in whole or in part, the Site Plan Review
Committee shall issue written notice of its decision by first class mail to the petitioners and the
owners of all properties which abut or are located directly across a street or alley from the subject
property. Such persons shall have 15 days from the date of the notice within which to file an appeal
from the Site Plan Review Committee’s decision with the Zoning Board of Appeals.

(f) Upon denial of any such request, in whole or in part, the applicant may, within 15
days from the date of the Site Plan Review Committee’s decision, file an appeal with the Zoning
Board of Appeals. Upon receipt of such an appeal, the Director of Community Development shall
issue written notice of the decision and appeal by first class mail to the owners of all properties
which abut or are located directly across a street or alley from the subject property.

Section 20-6.4.13.1 Action by Zoning Board of Appeals

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider the appeal at a regular or special meeting and,
by resolution, shall reverse, affirm, or modify the contested action based on the standards set forth in
Section 20-6.4.13(b). The decision of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be a final determination of
the issues unless the petitioner or the owner of an abutting property appeals to the Board of Trustees
within 30 days. If the request fails to receive the approval of the Zoning Board of Appeals, then the
favorable vote of five members of the Board of Trustees shall be required to approve the request.

Section 20-6.4.14. Swimming pools, spas, and related equipment

(a) Any request to install a swimming pool or spa shall be subject to review and
approval by the Site Plan Review Committee. The Site Plan Review Committee shall approve the
installation of a swimming pool or spa if:

(1) The swimming pool, spa or related pumping and filtering equipment will not
be located between the principal building and a street; and

(2) The pumping or filtering equipment will not be located within 15 feet of a
side lot line or rear lot line; however, on a lot that is less than 35 feet wide,
such equipment may be installed at a point approximately equidistant from
the side lot lines; and

(3) The swimming pool or spa, and all related pumping and filtering equipment,
will be located on the lot so as to create as little as possible visual impact and
noise impact on adjacent properties; and

(4) The swimming pool or spa, and all related equipment, will not cause water to
drain onto adjacent properties; and
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(5) All lighting for the swimming pool or spa will be oriented away from or
shielded from adjacent properties.

(b) The Site Plan Review Committee may grant a variance from the requirements of this
chapter only when the applicant has demonstrated that:

(1) The particular physical conditions, shape, or surroundings of the property
would impose upon the owner a practical difficulty or particular hardship, as
opposed to a mere inconvenience, if the requirements of this Chapter were
strictly enforced; and

(2) The plight of the property owner was not created by the owner and is due to
unique circumstances; and

(3) The difficulty or hardship is peculiar to the property in question and is not
generally shared by other properties classified in the same zoning district
and/or used for the same purposes; and

(4) The difficulty or hardship resulting from the application of this Chapter
would prevent the owner from making a reasonable use of the property;
however, the fact the property could be utilized more profitably with the
variation than without the variation shall not be considered as grounds for
granting the variation; and

(5) The proposed variation will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to
adjacent property or otherwise injure other property or its use, will not
substantially increase the danger of fire or otherwise endanger the public
health, safety and welfare, and will not substantially diminish or impair
property values within the neighborhood; and

(6) The variation, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the
neighborhood and will be consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies
set forth in the Comprehensive Plan; and

(c) Upon granting any such request, in whole or in part, the Site Plan Review
Committee shall issue written notice of its decision by first class mail to the petitioners and to the
owners of all properties which abut or are located directly across a street or alley from the subject
property. Such persons shall have 15 days from the date of the notice within which to file an appeal
from the Site Plan Review Committee’s decision with the Zoning Board of Appeals which shall
consider the appeal as set forth in Section 20-6.4.14.1 et seq. below.

(d) Upon denial of any such request, in whole or in part, the applicant may, within 15
days from the date of the Site Plan Review Committee’s decision, file an appeal with the Zoning
Board of Appeals. Upon receipt of such an appeal, the Director of Community Development shall
issue written notice of the decision and appeal by first class mail to the owners of all properties
which abut or are located directly across a street or alley from the subject property.
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Section 20-6.4.14.1 Action by Zoning Board of Appeals

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider the appeal at a regular or special meeting and,
by resolution, shall reverse, affirm, or modify the contested action based on the standards set forth in
Section 20-6.4.14(b). The decision of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be a final determination of
the issues unless the petitioner or the owner of an abutting property appeals to the Board of Trustees
within 30 days. If the request fails to receive the approval of the Zoning Board of Appeals, then the
favorable vote of five members of the Board of Trustees shall be required to approve the request.

Section 20-6.4.15. Garages

(a) No garage located in the R, R1, R2, or PCD-1 District shall contain spaces for more
than four vehicles.

(b) For lots less than 15,000 square feet, no detached garage shall exceed 600 square
feet. For lots 15,000 square feet or greater, no detached garage shall exceed 800 square feet.
However, a detached garage in the R2 or R3 Districts that is accessory to a structure greater than
one dwelling unit shall not exceed 400 square feet per dwelling unit. Request for relief from this
section shall be treated as a special use.

Section 20-6.4.16. Refuse container storage areas

All areas for the storage of refuse containers shall be screened on three sides by a solid fence
six feet high, with the open side not facing the street. This requirement shall not apply, however, to
detached dwellings or townhouses where the refuse containers serve the needs of only one family.

Section 20-6.4.17. Outdoor business activities; Vending machines

(a) Except as otherwise provided in Section 6.4.18, Part 5 of this Article, or elsewhere
in this Chapter, all business operations shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building,
except for the following accessory uses:

(1) The loading and unloading of vehicles necessary for the transaction of
business; and

(2) The maintenance of parking areas for use by employees and customers; and

(3) The display, but not the sale, of plants or flowers in durable containers, or
fresh fruits or vegetables, provided that the display is located within 15 feet
of the principal building, is not located on public property or a public right-
of-way, and does not occupy or interfere with the use of required parking
spaces and aisles.
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(b) In no event shall a vending machine be located outside of the principal building.

Section 20-6.4.18. Outdoor seating for full service restaurants, limited service restaurants,
and other licensed food handlers

(a) Outdoor seating accessory to a full service restaurant, limited service restaurant, or
other commercial use which holds a valid food handlers license under Chapter 5 of the Wilmette
Village Code, where the full service restaurant, limited service restaurant, or other commercial use
is a permitted use or a lawfully established special use, shall be treated as a permitted accessory use,
where operated with a valid license required by Chapter 5 of the Wilmette Village Code. In
addition, all such outdoor seating shall meet the following standards:

(1) The seating shall not be located on public property or a public right-of-way
unless a valid license to do so has been obtained from the Village pursuant to
Chapter 5 of the Wilmette Village Code.

(2) The seating shall not occupy or interfere with the use of required parking
spaces and aisles; and;

(3) The seating shall not be located in a required yard abutting a residential
district; and

(b) Picnic tables located at a park, golf course or recreation center shall not be
deemed "outdoor seating" subject to (a) above.

Section 20-6.4.19. Food Service Delivery

Food service delivery shall be permitted only in the NR, NR-1, VC, GC-1, PCD-1, PCD-
2, and PCD-3 Districts and shall be treated as a special use, subject to approval in accordance
with the procedures and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter. In addition, food
service delivery operations shall meet the following standards:

(a) Vehicular access to the parking area for the operation shall be provided only from
a collector or major street.

(b) Additional off-street parking spaces shall be provided to serve the delivery food
service in accordance with Section 6.2.2 of this Chapter.

Section 20-6.4.20. Accessory Living Units

Accessory Living Units, lawfully established as special uses under the provisions of Articles 4
and 5 of this Chapter shall conform with each of the following requirements:



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Article 6, Development Standards of General Applicability Page 231

(a) Either the principal dwelling or the accessory living unit must be occupied by the
owner(s) of the subject property as the owner(s) principal place of residence.
“Principal place of residence” means the place where the owner(s) live at least 6
months of the year.

(b) Either the resident of the principal dwelling or of the accessory living unit must be
62 years of age or older or disabled.

(c) The maximum size of the accessory living unit shall not exceed 25% of the total
area of the principal structure, and the minimum size of the accessory living unit
shall not be less than 600 square feet.

(d) Only one accessory living unit shall be permitted on any lot.

(e) An accessory living unit shall be wholly within the principal structure on the lot,
and no accessory living unit shall be permitted in any accessory structure.

(f) In addition to all off-street parking spaces that are required under Article 6 of this
Chapter for the principal structure and use, an additional off-street parking space
shall be required for the accessory living unit.

(g) The principal structure on the lot shall maintain a single-family appearance with a
single, common front entrance on the principal structure shared by the principal
dwelling and the accessory living unit.

(h) Any second entrance for the accessory living unit shall be located at the rear or
side of the principal structure.

(i) Only the owner or owners, as the case may be, of the subject property may apply
for a special use for an accessory living unit, and said owner or owners-applicant
must have owned and occupied the subject property as the principal place of
residence for more than 3 years prior to the date of said application.

(j) If granted by the Village board, a special use for an accessory living unit shall
automatically expire when the Director of Community Development determines
that one or more of the requirements of this Section are no longer met. However,
when a detached single-family dwelling is sold, and if the dwelling includes an
accessory living unit that has been granted a special use in accordance with the
provisions of this Section, the special use shall continue in effect provided that,
and for as long as, the requirements of this section continue to be met under the
new owner-occupants.

(k) The accessory living unit shall comply with all other provisions of this Code,
including but not limited to all provisions of Chapter 9.
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(l) The owner-applicant granted a special use to establish an accessory living unit
shall file an affidavit with the village each year, no later than ten (10) days after
the date of the anniversary on which the Board of Trustees adopted the ordinance
granting said special use, stating that the special use complies with all the
provisions of this Chapter.

(m) It is unlawful to install or modify an accessory living unit in a detached single-
family dwelling without first having obtained a permit therefore issued by the
Director of Community Development. No permit shall be issued unless a special
use for the unit has been granted by the Village Board of Trustees in accordance
with the provision of this Chapter.

Section 20-6.4.21. Permanently Installed Stand-by Generators

(a) A permanently installed stand-by generator installation shall be allowed for the
purpose of providing temporary power during incidental power outages and emergency
power outages due to storms and other natural and/or man-made disasters.

(b) Permanently installed stand-by generators installed in all zoning districts shall be
exempt from the sound rating values set forth in Section 20-6.3.2, when operated during
power outages; provided however, in no event shall the sound rating value of stand-by
generators in any residential district exceed 70 dBA at the receiving lot line under normal
load, and shall be maintained by the owner so as not to exceed this sound level during its
operation.

(c) Permanently installed stand-by generators in all zoning districts may be operated
for testing purposes one (1) time for a period not to exceed 30 minutes in any seven (7) day
period. Testing of stand-by generators in all residential districts shall take place between
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Monday through Friday.

(d) Permanently installed stand-by generators shall be installed in accordance with the
requirements of 9-5 of the Village Code.

(e) No permanently installed stand-by generator in a residential zoning district shall be
installed within 15 feet of any side or rear lot line, provided however, that on a lot less than
30 feet in width, the unit may be installed at the point closest to equidistant between the side
lot lines that does not interfere with ingress and egress to the dwelling or a garage. All such
units shall be installed at ground level only.

(g) A permanently installed stand-by generator in a commercial or office zoning
district shall be installed no less than 5 feet from any lot line.

(h) Any permanently installed stand-by generator in a residential zoning district,
located less than 5 feet from a side lot line or rear lot line shall be subject to review by the
Zoning Board of Appeals. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall recommend the installation
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of such equipment only where the applicant has demonstrated that the standards outlined in
6.4.21(i) are met.

(i) Any permanently installed stand-by generator, located in a required front yard,
side yard adjoining a street or a rear yard of a double frontage lot or located less than 15 feet
but not less five feet from a side lot line or rear lot line shall be subject to review and
approval by the Site Plan Review Committee. The Site Plan Review Committee shall
approve the installation of such equipment only where the applicant has demonstrated that:

(1) The plight of the property owner was not created by the owner and is due
to unique circumstances; and

(2) The alternative locations for the equipment would impose upon the
owner a practical difficulty or particular hardship, as opposed to a mere
inconvenience, if the requirements of this Chapter were strictly enforce;
and

(3) The proposed variation shall have a minimum impact on adjoining
private properties and land uses. This standard shall be deemed to be
met when the conditions of the adjoining private property are such that
the noise and visual impacts will not impose unreasonable impact on said
property; and

(4) The variation, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the
neighborhood and will be consistent with the goals, objectives, and
policies set forth in the Comprehensive Plan; and

(5) The equipment will be screened to its full height from the view of the
street and abutting properties by a solid fence and/or evergreen
shrubbery.

(j) Upon granting of any such request, in whole or in part, the Site Plan Review
Committee shall issue written notice of its decision by first class mail to the petitioners and
the owners of all properties which abut or are located directly across a street or alley from
the subject property. Such persons shall have 15 days from the date of the notice within
which to file an appeal from the Site Plan Review Committee’s decision with the Zoning
Board of Appeals.

(k) Upon denial of any such request, in whole or in part, the applicant may, within 15
days from the date of the Site Plan Review Committee’s decision, file an appeal with the
Zoning Board of Appeals. Upon receipt of such an appeal, the Director of Community
Development shall issue written notice of the decision and appeal by first class mail to the
owners of all properties which abut or are located directly across a street or alley from the
subject property.
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(l) The Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider the appeal at a regular or special
meeting and, by resolution, shall reverse, affirm, or modify the contested action based on the
standards set forth in Section 20-6.4.21(i). The decision of the Zoning Board of Appeals
shall be a final determination of the issues unless the petitioner or the owner of an abutting
property appeals to the Board of Trustees within 30 days. If the request fails to receive the
approval of the Zoning Board of Appeals, then the favorable vote of five members of the
Board of Trustees shall be required to approve the request.
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PART 5: TEMPORARY USES AND STRUCTURES

Section 20-6.5.1. Purpose and scope

(a) A temporary use or structure which is not otherwise treated by this Chapter as a
permitted use or special use in a particular zoning district may be conducted or erected if the Board
of Trustees or the Director of Community Development issues a temporary use or structure permit
in accordance with Section 4.1.5 and this Part.

(b) The requirements of this Part shall not apply to any use that is conducted for a period
no longer than 48 hours and is conducted by a unit of local government entirely on property owned
by that unit of local government.

(c) Notwithstanding (b) above, any trailer or structure subject to the requirements of this
Part and intended or used for human occupancy shall comply with the Electric Code [Village Code
Chapter 9-5] and Fire Prevention Code [Village Code Chapter 9-7], and shall not be used or
occupied until a certificate of occupancy has been received from the Director of Community
Development.

(d) The requirements of this Part shall apply to portable storage containers not otherwise
permitted under Chapter 9 of the Village Code.

Section 20-6.5.2. Temporary uses subject to administrative approval

The Director of Community Development may issue a temporary use permit for a temporary
use:

(a) Which is conducted entirely indoors for no more than five (5) days, upon a finding
that the temporary use complies with all other Village ordinances, and that the temporary use will
not be noticeable outside of the building in which it is conducted; or,

(b) Which is a construction trailer or an equipment storage shed, provided that, upon
investigation and review by the Site Plan Review Committee, the Committee finds:

(1) The trailer or shed is incidental to the construction of a building or other
development; and,

(2) The trailer or shed is located on the same lot as the building or development;
and,

(3) The trailer or shed remains on the property no longer than the time of the
construction; and,
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(4) The trailer or shed will be located no closer than 20 feet from any other
property located in a residential district; and,

(5) The trailer or shed will be located no closer than 3 feet away from any lot
line.

Section 20-6.5.3. Temporary uses and structures subject to approval by the Board of Trustees

The following temporary use and structures, and any other temporary uses and structures not
otherwise specified in this Part, shall be permitted only upon approval by the Board of Trustees and
only in accordance with the standards set forth below:

(a) Construction trailers and equipment storage sheds, provided that:

(1) The trailer or shed is incidental to the construction of a building or other
development; and

(2) The trailer or shed is located on the same lot as the building or development,
or on an abutting lot; and

(3) The trailer or shed remains on the property no longer than the time of
construction; and

(4) The trailer or shed will be located no closer than 20 feet from any other
property located in a residential district.

(5) The trailer or shed will be located no closer than 3 feet from any lot line.

(b) Christmas tree sales lots, provided that:

(1) The use is located on a lot that fronts a collector or major street; and

(2) The use is located on a vacant lot or parking area; and

(3) The trees are located at least 50 feet from any structure on another lot; and

(4) Trees remaining on hand after December 25 shall be removed from the
premises no later than December 31 of the same year; and

(5) A refundable bond, in an amount established by the Village Manager, is
posted with the Village.

(c) Commercial film production conducted in accordance with Chapter 5-7 of the
Village Code.
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(d) Carnivals, provided that:

(1) Trailers and other equipment do not block driveways or other points of
emergency vehicular access to any property; and

(2) Trailers and other equipment do not block a public street, alley, or sidewalk;
and

(3) The operation will be located entirely on private property.

(e) Vendors’ carts and stalls.

(f) Art, craft, book, and produce markets.

(g) Sidewalk sales.

(h) Any temporary use or structure which continues for more than five days.

(i) Portable Storage Containers not otherwise permitted under Chapter 9 of the
Village Code.

(j) Two principal buildings, provided that:

(1) The existing principal building shall be demolished and removed once the
new principal building is issued a Certificate of Occupancy or after one
year, whichever comes sooner unless an extension has been granted by the
Village Board; and

(2) An application shall be made in writing, upon forms provided by the
Director of Community Development, and shall be filed in the office of the
Director of Community Development. Such application to contain any
information which the Director of Community Development shall find
necessary to allow the Village Board to make a fair determination of
whether approval should be granted including but not limited to the
following:

(i) Site Plan Showing location and setback of existing and proposed
principal buildings; and

(ii) Proof of financial ability to complete the proposed development;
and

(iii) Utility plan; and

(iv) Grading and drainage plan for pre and post demolition; and
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(3) The existing principal building and proposed principal building be separated
by at least 15’ and that the proposed principal building and existing building
have at least a 5’ clear path on either side; and

(4) The applicant seeking said permit shall submit to the Director of
Community Development:

(i) A bond, to be deposited with the Village Treasurer and not to earn
interest, equal to the estimated cost of removal of the principal
building as evidenced by a written estimate submitted by the
applicant’s contractor; and,

(ii) An authorization, made on a form to be provided by the Director of
Community Development, by the property owner granting the
Village of Wilmette, or any contractor or other party working at the
direction of the Village of Wilmette, upon the failure of the property
owner to demolish and remove the preexisting principal building,
permission to enter the property after completion of the construction
of any new principal building or after one year whichever comes
sooner and demolish and remove any preexisting principal building
at the property owner’s expense, and apply any bond on deposit to
the cost of said demolition and removal.

In the event of a property owner’s failure to demolish and remove a preexisting principal
building, the Village may confiscate the bond described in Section 6.5.3(i)(4)(i) and, using the
proceeds thereof, exercise its rights as described in Section 6.5.3(i)(4)(ii).

In the event that the Village shall incur reasonable expenses exceeding the amount of a
bond described in Section 6.5.3(i)(4)(i) in the course of exercising the rights authorized by the
property owner pursuant to Section 6.5.3(i)(4)(ii), the property owner shall be liable to the
Village for such additional expense.

Nothing herein shall affect or preempt the Village’s ability to enforce its ordinances
through citation or any other means provided for in this Code.

Section 20-6.5.4. Conditions attached to approval

In issuing a temporary use or structure permit in accordance with Section 4.1.5 and this Part,
the Director or the Board of Trustees, as the case may be, may attach such conditions to the issuance
of the permit as are deemed appropriate and necessary in order to achieve the purposes of this
Chapter.
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PART 6: PERSONAL WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES

Section 20-6.6.1. Purpose and interpretation; Procedure; Definitions

(a) The purpose of this Part 6 of Article 6 is to provide specific regulations for the
placement, construction and modification of personal wireless telecommunications facilities. The
provisions of this Part 6 are not intended and shall not be interpreted to prohibit or have the effect of
prohibiting the provision of personal wireless services, nor shall the provisions of this Part 6 be
applied in such a manner as to unreasonably discriminate between providers of functionally
equivalent personal wireless services. To the extent that any provision or provisions of this Part 6
are inconsistent or in conflict with any other provision of this Chapter, the provisions of this Part 6
shall be deemed to control.

(b) In the course of reviewing any request for any approval required under this Chapter
made by an applicant to provide personal wireless service or to install personal wireless service
facilities, the Zoning Board of Appeals or the Board of Trustees, as the case may be, shall act within
a reasonable period of time after the request is duly filed with the Village, taking into account the
nature and scope of the request, and any decision to deny such a request shall be in writing and
supported by substantial evidence contained in a written record.

(c) Should the application of this Part 6 the effect of prohibiting a person or entity from
providing personal wireless service to all or a portion of the Village, such provider may petition the
Board of Trustees for an amendment to this Part 6, in the manner provided in Article 4, Part 5 of this
Chapter. The Board of Trustees, upon receipt of such a petition, shall promptly undertake review of
the petition and shall make a determination on the petition within a reasonable period of time, taking
into account the nature and scope of the petition, and any decision to deny such a petition shall be in
writing and supported by substantial evidence contained in a written record.

(d) The terms "personal wireless service" and "personal wireless service facilities," as
used in this Part 6, shall be defined in the same manner as in Title 47, United States Code, Section
332(c)(7)(C), as amended now or in the future.

Section 20-6.6.2. Permitted placement of personal wireless facilities

(a) A public utility service use which satisfies the definition of personal wireless service
utility, as referenced in Section 20-6.6.1(d), shall be considered a special use, whether principal or
accessory, and shall not require a height variation where:

(1) The personal wireless service facility is located in one of the following
defined areas:

(i) That portion of the PCD-1 (Planned Commercial Development)
Zoning District West of the Northerly extension of Lavergne Avenue
and South of the Westerly extension of Walden Lane.
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(ii) That portion of the GC-2 (General Commercial Business) Zoning
District lying North of Illinois Road and West of Happ Road.

(iii) That portion of the GC-2 (General Commercial Business) Zoning
District lying West of Southeasterly extension of vacated Manor
Drive, as extended, South of the Westerly extension of Washington
Avenue, and 190 feet North of the Westerly extension of vacated
Central Avenue.

(iv) The Eastern one-half of that portion of the Office Research (OR)
Zoning District consisting of Lot 1 of the Edens Executive Center
Subdivision.

(v) That portion of the Village Center (VC) Zoning District within the
following boundaries: Starting from the Northeast corner of the
intersection of Green Bay Road and Wilmette Avenue, running
Northeasterly to the Southeast corner of the intersection of Wilmette
Avenue and the Southeasterly extension of Electric Place, thence
Northwest along the East side of Electric Place, as extended, to the
Northeast corner of the intersection of Electric Place and Washington
Court, thence West along the North side of Westerly extension of
Washington Court to the East side of Green Bay Road, thence
Southeast to the point of the beginning.

(2) The personal wireless service facility otherwise conforms to all minimum
setback and yard requirements of this Chapter, and also conforms to all
applicable federal laws and regulations concerning its use and operation; and

(3) The personal wireless service facility is directly affixed to an existing
structure; or the height of the personal wireless service facility does not
exceed 10 feet above the roof of an existing building if the personal wireless
service facility uses a roof-mounted antenna pole; or the height above grade
of the personal wireless service facility does not exceed 73 feet if mounted
on a free-standing antenna pole.

(b) A public utility service use which satisfies the definition of personal wireless service
facility, as referenced in Section 20-6.6.1(d), shall be considered a special use, whether principal or
accessory, and shall require a height variation for that portion of the height of the personal wireless
service facility in excess of the maximum height requirements set forth in Section 20-6.6.2(a)(3),
provided that the facility satisfies the other requirements set forth in Section 20-6.6.2(a)(1) and 20-
6.6.2(a)(2).

(c) A public utility service use which satisfies the definition of personal wireless service
facility, as reference in Section 20-6.6.1(d), shall be considered a special use, whether principal or
accessory, in the "NR," "GC-1," "PCD-2," and "PCD-3" Zoning Districts, and those portions of the
"VC," "PCD-1," "OR," and "GC-2" Zoning Districts not delineated in Section 20-6.6.2(a)(1),
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provided that the personal wireless service facility is directly affixed to an existing building, or that
the height of the personal wireless service facility does not exceed 10 feet above the roof of an
existing building if the personal wireless service facility uses a roof-mounted antenna pole; and the
personal wireless service facility also complies with the requirements set forth in Section 20-
6.6.2(a)(2). No free standing antenna poles shall be permitted other than in those portions of the
"VC," "PCD-1," "OR" and "GC-2" Zoning Districts delineated in Section 20-6.6.2(a)(1), and no
variations from the maximum height requirements set forth in this Section shall be granted for
personal wireless service facilities located in those portions of the "VC," "PCD-1," "OR" and "GC-
2" Zoning Districts not delineated in Section 20-6.6.2(a)(1).

(d) A public utility service use which satisfies the definition of personal wireless service
facility, as reference in Section 20-6.6.1(d), shall be considered a special use, whether principal or
accessory, in the R-4 Zoning District, provided:

(1) That the personal wireless service facility complies with the requirements set
forth in Section 20-6.6.2(a)(2); and,

(2) The personal wireless service facility is affixed to the roof of an existing
building; or the height of the personal wireless service facility does not
exceed 10 feet above the roof of an existing building if the personal wireless
service facility is mounted on a roof-mounted pole. No free standing
antenna poles shall be erected or variations from the height requirements set
forth in this paragraph shall be granted for personal wireless service facilities
in the R-4 Zoning District.

(e) A public utility service use which satisfies the definition of personal wireless service
facility, as referenced in Section 20-6.6.1(d), shall be considered a special use, whether principal or
accessory, in any Zoning District, provided:

(1) That the personal wireless service facility complies with the requirements set
forth in Section 20-6.6.2(a)(2); and,

(2) The personal wireless service facility is either:

(i) Directly affixed to a structure used to hold existing
telecommunications antennae other than those for personal wireless
service, such as police and fire telecommunications, where the
structure and existing telecommunications antennae are both
accessory to an existing institutional use; or,

(ii) The personal wireless service facility is directly affixed to an existing
institutional use structure or to a non-habitable architectural feature
on an institutional use structure; and the height of the personal
wireless service facility does not exceed 10 feet above the roof of an
existing institutional use building or does not exceed the height of the
non-habitable feature if the personal wireless service facility uses a
building-mounted antenna pole. No free standing antenna poles,
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except as permitted under Section 20-6.6.2(e)2(i), shall be erected or
variations from the height requirements set forth in this paragraph
shall be granted for personal wireless service facilities in the R, R1,
R2 and R3 Zoning Districts.

(f) In considering a request for approval of a special use or variation to permit the
installation of personal wireless service facilities as described in this Section 20-6.6.2, the Zoning
Board of Appeals, or the Board of Trustees, as the case may be, shall, in addition to the Standards
for Review set forth in Sections 20-4.3.6 and 20-4.4.5 of this Chapter, also give due consideration
and weight to whether the applicant has sought and been denied the opportunity to co-locate its
personal wireless service facility on an existing antenna-supporting structure; and, if the proposed
use is to be located within one of the areas delineated in Section 20-6.6.2(c), whether the applicant
has made adequate efforts but is unable to obtain a site for its facility within one of the districts
delineated in Section 20-6.6.2(a)(1).

(g) In considering a request for approval of a special use or variations to permit the
installation of personal wireless service facilities as described in this Section 20-6.6.2, the Zoning
Board of Appeals, or the Board of Trustees, as the case may be, may by express condition require
that the applicant shall allow, on a commercially reasonable basis, other providers of personal
wireless telecommunications services to co-locate additional personal wireless service facilities on a
free-standing pole which is part of the applicant’s proposed personal wireless service facility, where
such co-location is technologically feasible.

Section 20-6.6.3. Prohibited placement of personal wireless facilities

No public utility service use which satisfies the definition of personal wireless service
facility, as reference in Section 20-6.6.1(d), shall be permitted in any zoning district in the Village
unless it complies with all applicable federal laws and regulations concerning its use and operation.

Section 20-6.6.4. Nonconformities

Any personal wireless service facility installed and operating prior to the enactment of this
Part 6, which would be prohibited under Section 20-6.6.3, shall be considered a legal
nonconforming use and/or a legal nonconforming structure, as the case may be, and shall be subject
to the rules on nonconformities provided in Article 7 of this Chapter.
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PART 7: 24-HOUR BUSINESSES

Section 20-6.7.1. Special use required; Construction with other code provisions

(a) Operation of any business as a 24-hour business is a special use, which may be
granted only in accordance with the provisions of this Part.

(b) Nothing in this Part shall be interpreted as permitting establishment or operation
of any 24-hour business in a manner that violates the provisions of Chapter 5 of the Village
Code. A special use granted pursuant to the provisions of this Part shall not entitle the property
owner to operate a 24-hour business unless the property owner is also in compliance with the
provisions of Chapter 5 of the Village Code.

(c) A special use for a 24-hour business use is intended to authorize operation of the
business in conformance with the provisions of Chapter 5 of this Code, as well as all other
applicable laws and ordinances. The privilege granted by approval of a 24-hour business special
use is not a property right and shall not be deemed to attach to or run with the land, but shall run
solely to the benefit of the applicant for the use described in the application, and shall be deemed
solely as granting authority under this Chapter to operate the business in conformance with all other
provisions of this Code. The privilege of the 24-hour business special use shall at all times be
subject to being terminated or modified by an ordinance amending this Chapter, Chapter 5, or any
other provision of this Code that alters the operation of rules governing such activities or repeals the
license or right to engage in such activity.

Section 20-6.7.2. Type of business eligible

Only a business establishment that is a permitted or special use in its zoning district shall be
eligible to obtain a special use to operate as a 24-hour business. No variation to this requirement
shall be granted.

Section 20-6.7.3. Zoning districts where permitted

A special use to operate a 24-hour business may be granted only for business establishments
located wholly within the NR, VC and GC-1 zoning districts. For purposes of this Section, “wholly
within” shall be interpreted to mean that the entire commercial retail establishment, including its
accessory structures or uses and all its parking lot(s), regardless of whether on the same lot of record
or not, are located within the NR, VC and GC-1 zoning districts. A commercial retail establishment
or restaurant with any accessory structure or use, or any parking lot(s) serving the establishment
located in a zoning district other than NR, VC, or GC-1 shall not be eligible to receive a special use
to operate a 24-hour business. No variation to this requirement shall be granted.
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Section 20-6.7.4. Standards of review

A special use for a 24-hour business shall meet each of the standards specified in Section
20-4.3.6(a) of this Chapter. Additionally, a special use for a 24-hour business shall meet each of
the following additional standards:

(a) The 24-hour business special use will not create, or has not created, a materially
adverse impact on neighboring properties resulting from generation or accumulation of refuse or
from generation of an unreasonable level of noise from business activities or motor vehicle
traffic during times of operation that require the 24-hour business special use.

(b) The 24-hour business special use will not create, or has not created, due to its
operation or the nature of its operation during those hours which require the 24-hour special use a
material policing problem.

Section 20-6.7.5. Special conditions of 24-hour business special use

In addition to any further conditions that may be imposed by the Board of Trustees in an
ordinance granting a special use for a 24-hour business, the following conditions shall apply to each
such special use and shall be made a part of each ordinance granting or modifying such a special
use:

(a) The 24-hour business special use is a privilege, shall not be deemed to create a
property right and shall not run with the land. The 24-hour business special use shall run solely
to the benefit of the applicant and shall be limited solely to the particular operation and manner
of use set forth in the application. Any change or transfer of ownership shall be deemed to
terminate the special use, and the special use shall not thereafter be continued or reestablished
unless a new special use is sought and obtained under this Chapter. Prior to making any material
change in the operation of the 24-hour business special use from that described in the original
application for the special use, the applicant shall submit a new application to modify the
existing special use, which shall be subject to notice and a public hearing before the Zoning
Board of Appeals and consideration by the Board of Trustees in the same manner as an original
application.

(b) The 24-hour business special use shall be subject to any conditions, licensing
requirements, limitations, regulations, or restrictions provided for in the Village Code, now or as
hereafter amended, concerning operation of commercial activities. Should the Village Code be
amended, now or hereafter, to eliminate or prohibit the activities permitted under the 24-hour
business special use, then such special use shall be deemed terminated thereby and on a date
even with said amendment.

(c) In the event that any business license or other license or permit required by any
other Chapter of this Code for the operation of the 24-hour business special use shall be revoked,
then the 24-hour business special use shall be deemed terminated on a date even with said
revocation.
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ARTICLE 7

NONCONFORMITIES

PART 1: PURPOSE AND SCOPE

Section 20-7.1.1. Purpose and scope

The purpose of this Article is to regulate and limit the development and continued existence
of uses, structures, and lots established prior to the effective date of this Chapter which do not
conform to the requirements of this Chapter. Many nonconformities may continue, but the
provisions of this Article are designed to curtail substantial investment in nonconformities and to
bring about their eventual improvement or elimination in order to preserve the integrity of this
Chapter and the character of the Village. Any nonconforming use, structure, or lot which lawfully
existed as of the effective date of this Chapter and which remains nonconforming, and any use,
structure, or lot which has become nonconforming as a result of the adoption of this Chapter or any
subsequent reclassification of zoning districts or other amendment to this Chapter, may be
continued or maintained only in accordance with the terms of this Article. The limitations of this
Article shall not apply to structures or lots whose nonconforming features are the subject of a
variation that has been granted by the Board of Trustees.

PART 2: NONCONFORMING USES

Section 20-7.2.1. Expansion of nonconforming use

A nonconforming use shall not be expanded or extended beyond the floor area or lot area
that it occupied on the effective date of this Chapter or the effective date of any amendment to this
Chapter rendering such use nonconforming.

Section 20-7.2.2. Discontinuation of nonconforming use

If a nonconforming use is discontinued for a period of 180 consecutive days, including any
period of discontinuation before the effective date of this Chapter, then that use shall not be renewed
or re-established and any subsequent use of the lot or structure shall conform to the use regulations
of the zoning district in which it is located.

Section 20-7.2.3. Change of use

A nonconforming use may be changed to a permitted use or special use for the zoning
district in which the property is located. A nonconforming use shall not be changed to another
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nonconforming use, except where an application for such a change has been submitted to the
Zoning Board of Appeals and approved by the Board of Trustees. In such cases, the new
nonconforming use shall be treated and reviewed as a special use in accordance with the procedures
and standards set forth in Article 4, Part 3 of this Chapter.

PART 3: NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES

Section 20-7.3.1. Repair or reconstruction of nonconforming structure

(a) Ordinary repairs and maintenance may be made to a nonconforming structure.

(b) If a nonconforming structure is destroyed or damaged by a fire, flood, windstorm, or
similar abnormal and identifiable event, and the cost of restoring the structure to its condition
immediately prior to the event does not exceed 50 percent of the cost of restoring the entire
structure, then the structure may be restored to its original nonconforming condition, provided that a
building permit is secured, reconstruction is started within 180 days from the date of the damage,
and such reconstruction is diligently prosecuted to completion.

(c) If a nonconforming structure is destroyed or damaged by a fire, flood, windstorm, or
similar abnormal and identifiable event, and the cost of restoring the structure to its condition
immediately prior to the event exceeds 50 percent of the cost of restoring the entire structure, then
the structure shall not be restored unless the structure as restored, and the use thereof, will thereafter
conform to all requirements of the zoning district in which it is located.

Section 20-7.3.2. Alteration or enlargement of nonconforming structure

(a) A nonconforming structure shall not be enlarged in any manner or undergo any
structural alteration unless to make it a conforming structure, except as set forth in (b), (c), and (d)
below.

(b) Notwithstanding the restriction set forth in (a) above, property improved with either
a single-family detached dwelling or two-unit dwelling that is nonconforming due to impervious
surface coverage requirements as set forth in Section 6.1.2(b)(1) through (3), may alter the
impervious surface coverage provided that such alteration results in a reduction of the impervious
surface coverage.

(c) Notwithstanding the restriction set forth in (a) above, a single-family detached
dwelling or two-unit dwelling which is nonconforming due to the minimum yard requirements or
height limit set forth in Article 5 for the district in which it is located may be enlarged or altered
provided that:

(1) The enlargement or alteration itself conforms to the requirements set forth in
Article 5 and Article 6 of this Chapter; and



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Article 7, Nonconformities Page 247

(2) The total structure as enlarged or altered does not diminish the total required
yard area for the applicable district; and

(3) The property owner or developer secures a building permit for the
enlargement or addition.

(d) Notwithstanding the restriction set forth in (a) above, any structure which is
occupied by the Village itself, or by a public school district, public library district, or public park
district governed by a board or commission elected by the residents of the Village, and which is
nonconforming due to the minimum yard requirements, height limit, or floor area ratio limit set
forth in Article 5 or Article 6 for the district in which it is located, may be enlarged or altered in
accordance with the requirements set forth in Section 4.10.6 of this Chapter.

Section 20-7.3.3. Moving of nonconforming structure

A nonconforming structure shall not be moved in whole or in part to any other location
unless every portion of such structure and the use thereof is made to conform with all requirements
for the zoning district to which such structure is moved. The moving of the structure also shall
comply with the requirements of Article 9-2 of the Village Code [Housing and Building Codes].

PART 4: NONCONFORMING LOTS

Section 20-7.4.1. Control over nonconforming lots

(a) No lot or record may be improved unless it is in conformity with the requirements of
this ordinance, except that a lot of record in a residence district at the effective date of this ordinance
which does not meet the requirements of this ordinance as to area or width may nonetheless be
improved for single family residential use in the district, provided that it shall meet all the other
requirements of this ordinance.

(b) Where two or more adjoining lots shown in a plat properly recorded with the office
of the County Recorder are held or become held in common legal or equitable ownership at any
time subsequent to the effective date of this ordinance, and the use of such adjoining lots as separate
parcels would not meet the requirements of this ordinance, the ownership of said lots shall not be
separated nor shall any of the lots be used in any way to conflict with the regulations of this
ordinance. No building permits shall be issued for the use of any lot or portion of lot sold,
transferred or conveyed in violation of the provisions of this section, provided however, that this
provision shall not prevent the dividing of presently existing townhouse and other multiple family
dwellings into separate ownership units.

(c) No lot of record which did not exist as of the effective date of this ordinance shall be
created by subdivision or otherwise which does not conform with the requirements set forth in the
article dealing with the district within which the land in question is located and all other
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requirements set forth elsewhere in this ordinance; provided, however, that the owner thereof may
apply for a variation in accordance with the procedure set fort in Section 4.4.5 (a) of this chapter.

Section 20-7.4.2. Variation standards

No variation from the restriction in Section 7.4.1 above shall be granted unless the property
owner can demonstrate that one of the following standards have been met, in addition to the general
standards for granting a variation set forth in Section 4.4.5(a) of this Chapter:

(a) The lot met the lot area and lot width requirements of the zoning ordinance in effect
at the time the owner acquired the lot; or

(b) Over 50 percent of the lots within 500 feet of the lot in question have been
developed as individual building sites, containing one principal building or structure each, which do
not meet the lot width or lot area requirement for the district in which they are located; or

(c) The owners of abutting lots refuse to sell or convey, at a fair market price, portions
of those lots that could be added to the lot in order to make it meet the area and width requirements
without reducing the lot area, lot width, and yards required by this Chapter for any such abutting lot.
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ARTICLE 8

ENFORCEMENT

Section 20-8.1.1. Enforcement responsibilities

The terms and requirements of this Chapter, Chapter 9 of the Village Code, Chapter 15 of
the Village Code, and the Sign Ordinance shall be enforced by the Director of Community
Development.

Section 20-8.1.2. Misdemeanor citations and judicial remedies

(a) A violation of any provision of this Chapter, including failure to secure a required
permit, certificate of occupancy, or other form of development approval or failure to satisfy any
condition imposed in connection with the approval of a special use or variation, shall constitute a
misdemeanor punishable by a fine of no less than twenty-five dollars ($25) and no more than seven
hundred and fifty dollars ($750). The Director of Community Development shall have the power to
issue citations for violations of this Chapter.

(b) The Director of Community Development may initiate judicial proceedings to
remedy or correct any violation of this Chapter, including:

(1) Payment of a fine levied under (a) above; and

(2) The issuance of a mandatory or prohibitory injunction or order of abatement;
and

(3) Removal of the authority granted by the permit, approval, or variation that
has been violated; and

(4) Any other appropriate action, proceeding, or remedy to prevent the unlawful
erection, construction, reconstruction, repair, conversion, maintenance, or
use of a building or structure, to prevent the occupancy of a building or land,
to prevent any illegal act, conduct, or use, or otherwise to restrain, correct, or
abate a violation of this Chapter.

(c) If the violator does not pay a fine imposed in accordance with this Section within the
prescribed time period, then the Village may institute a civil action in the nature of debt to recover
the amount owed.

(d) Each day of a continuing violation of this Chapter shall constitute a separate
violation subject to the penalties and remedies set forth in this Article.
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ARTICLE 9

SIGNS

PART 1: LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND OBJECTIVES

Section 20-9.1.1. Legislative findings and objectives

Regulation of the location, size, placement and certain features of signs is necessary to
enable the public to locate goods, services, and facilities in Wilmette without difficulty or confusion,
to encourage the attractiveness of the community, and to protect property values throughout the
Village. Accordingly, it is the intention of this article to establish regulations that will:

(a) Restrict signs and lights which overload the public’s capacity to receive information
or which increase the probability of accidents by distracting attention or obstructing vision; and

(b) Reduce conflict among signs and lights, and between the displays of public and of
private information; and

(c) Encourage signs and awnings which are compatible with their surroundings, are
appropriate to the type of activity to which they pertain and are expressive of the identity of
proprietors and other persons displaying signs; and

(d) Increase opportunities for local groups to collectively determine policies for private
signing and lighting in their areas.

(e) Control the type, size, height from the ground, location, and illumination of signs
that may be displayed in the different zoning districts of the Village.

PART 2: DEFINITIONS

Section 20-9.2.1. Definitions

As used in this article, the following words and terms have the indicated meanings:

AWNING: A roof-like shelter of canvas or other material extending over a doorway,
from the top of a window, or over a deck, etc., in order to provide protection from the elements.

AWNING SIGN: A sign displayed on the face or valance of an awning.

BOX SIGNS: A sign whose face is flat and parallel to the front façade of a building,
whose sides are perpendicular to and attached to that façade, and which may or may not be
internally illuminated.
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CANOPY: A rooflike shelter of canvas or other material which extends over a doorway,
from the top of a window, or over a deck, etc., in order to provide protection from the elements
and which is carried by a frame which is supported by the ground.

CANOPY SIGN: A sign displayed on the face or the valance of a canopy.

EXTERNAL ILLUMINATION: Illumination of a sign which is effected by a source of
light which is not contained within the sign itself.

GROUND SIGN: A sign that is supported by a pole or other form of ground support
which is independent of a building. A pole or other similar structure may itself be a ground sign.

HEIGHT OF SIGN: The vertical distance measured from the adjacent street grade to
the highest point of the sign.

ILLUMINATED SIGN: A sign in which an artificial source of light is used in
connection with the display of the sign.

INTERNAL ILLUMINATION: Illumination of a sign which is effected by a source of
light which is contained within the sign itself. Any sign in which light becomes visible by
shining through a translucent surface shall be considered a sign in which internal illumination is
used.

MARQUEE: A permanent roof-like structure that extends from part of the wall of a
building and is constructed of durable material such as metal or glass, but not supported from the
ground.

MARQUEE SIGN: A sign displayed on a marquee.

MONUMENT SIGN: A ground sign whose supporting members are contained wholly
within its structure, and whose surface area consists of the entire size of the sign.

NEON TUBE ILLUMINATION: Illumination effected by a light source consisting of a
neon tube which is bent to form letters, symbols, or other shapes.

NON-RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT: The NR, VC, GC-1, GC-2, PCD-1,
PCD-2, PCD-3, and OR zoning districts as shown on the Zoning District Map, Section 20-1.1.5
of Article 1.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS NAME: The name of a commercial use, as registered with the
State of Illinois.

OFFICIAL INSTITUTIONAL NAME: The designated name of an institutional use
and/or its facility. Institutional uses are defined in Table 5.1.2 of Article 5.
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OFF-PREMISES SIGN: A sign that advertises goods, services or facilities which are
not available on the premises where the sign is located. The foregoing definition includes (but is
not limited to) billboards.

PERMANENT SIGN: Any sign except an exempt sign as listed in Section 20-9.5.1.

PERMANENT WINDOW SIGN: A window sign which contains the name, monogram,
logo, address and/or telephone number of the person displaying the sign or which otherwise
suggests that the information conveyed is of a permanent character.

PROJECTING SIGN: A sign whose face is perpendicular to the front façade of a
building and that projects more than six inches from the front facade of the building.

RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT: The R, R1, R2, R3, and R4 zoning districts as
shown on the Zoning District Map, Section 20-1.1.5 of Article 1.

ROOF SIGN: A sign erected or maintained in whole or in part upon or over the roof of a
building.

SERVICE ORGANIZATION SIGN: A sign that identifies a service organization
which regularly functions within the Village such as the Rotary Club, the Kiwanis Club and the
like.

SIDEWALK SIGN: Signs placed either on a private sidewalk along the frontage of the
building or establishment to which it relates, or on a public sidewalk and along the frontage and
on the same side of the street of the building or establishment to which they relate. Sidewalk
signs are limited to display during the hours the business is open and shall have the primary
purpose of identifying the business and its services.

SIGN: Any device, display or structure, other than a building or landscaping, which is
readily visible from public property and is used primarily for visual communication for the
purpose of, or having the effect of, bringing the subject matter on the device, display or structure,
to the attention of persons off the premises on which the sign is displayed. The foregoing
definition includes (but is not limited to) any and all reading matter, letters, numerals, pictorial
representations, emblems, trademarks, flags, banners, streamers, pennants, inscriptions and
patterns.

SIGNABLE AREA: An area of the facade of a building, the boundaries of which shall
form a square, a rectangle or a parallelogram, which is free of windows, doors and all major
architectural details. Only one signable area may be established for each street oriented facade
of a building. In no event shall the signable area of a building exceed, in square footage, 1/3 of
the square footage of the entire facade of the building. Parapets, pylons and equipment
enclosures shall not be designated as signable areas; and rooftop equipment enclosures shall not
be considered part of the facade of the building.
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SURFACE AREA: The entire area onto which a sign may be placed. Structural
members bearing no sign copy shall not be included in surface area, except for monument signs
whose surface area is the entire size of the sign and whose structural members are contained
wholly within the sign. Only one side of a ground sign or double-faced projecting sign shall be
included in calculating surface area, provided that the two display surfaces are joined at an angle
no greater than 45 degrees. In the case of a multi-faced sign, all sides which are visible from any
one street shall be included in the calculation of surface area. The surface area of signs which
are in the form of balls, cylinders or other shapes having a continuous surface shall be equal to ½
of the entire area of the surface of the sign.

SUMMARY OF PERMITTED SIGNS: Table 9.8.6 included in this ordinance as part
of Section 20-9.8.6.

TEMPORARY WINDOW SIGN: A sign attached to the window or displayed in a
window which describes a special event or temporary promotion including a sign announcing the
opening or closing of a business at the location.

VALANCE: The unsecured edge of an awning or canopy which projects below the
bottom of the frame supporting the awning or canopy.

WALL SIGN: A sign which is placed flat against, or no more than six inches from, a
wall of a building.

WINDOW SIGN: A sign which is affixed to, in contact with, or within 12 inches of a
window or the glass surface of a door, and is visible from the public street.
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PART 3: PERMITS & ENFORCEMENT

Section 20-9.3.1. Sign permit required

No person shall erect, alter or relocate a permanent sign without first obtaining a permit
from the Director of Community Development and paying the required fee. Routine maintenance
shall not be considered as an alteration of a sign, provided that the maintenance does not alter the
appearance, location, size, height above the ground, or illumination of the sign. Sidewalk signs
require a permit issued by the Village Engineer or the Director of Community Development, which
shall last for a maximum of one year and expire on December 31 of each year.

Section 20-9.3.2. Electrical permit required

In addition to complying with the provisions of this Article 9, all signs in which electrical
wiring and connections are to be used shall be subject to the provisions of the Electrical Code of the
Village. No permit for an illuminated sign may be issued by the Director of Community
Development under this Article 9 unless and until a permit has been issued by the Electrical
Inspector under the procedures provided in the Electrical Code.

Section 20-9.3.3. Appearance Review Certificate and variation

As set forth in Part 9 of Article 4 of this Chapter, an Appearance Review Certificate must be
issued by the Appearance Review Commission before a permit required by Section 20-9.3.1may be
issued. Furthermore, an applicant for a permit to erect, alter or relocate a permanent sign that is not
a permitted sign as set forth in Parts 4 and 5 of this Article 9 also must obtain a variation before the
permit may be granted (see Section 20-9.18.3). A variation is not required if the alteration or
relocation of an existing permanent sign will cause the sign to become a permitted sign as described
in Parts 4 and 5 of this Article.

Section 20-9.3.4. Permit application

An application for an Appearance Review Certificate or variations from the requirements of
this Article 9 shall be made on a form or forms provided by the Director of Community
Development and shall be accompanied by the applicable fees and the following items:

(a) The signage proposal drawn to scale showing:

(1) Dimensions (in inches),

(2) Lettering style and size (in inches),

(3) Colors (using the Pantone system), and
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(4) Construction details.

(b) An elevation of the proposed signage drawn to scale.

(c) Color samples and material samples where appropriate.

(d) Sidewalk signs will require a detailed “site plan” drawing to scale of the site
indicating the existing façade, the points of ingress and egress, the proposed location of the sidewalk
sign, and all other site features.

Section 20-9.3.5. Processing of applications

(a) The Director of Community Development shall review each application for
completeness and shall make a determination whether any variations, other than those covered by
an accompanying application for variations, are required.

(b) If the Director of Community Development determines that the application is not
complete or that one or more additional variations must be applied for, he or she shall notify the
petitioner that the application will not be acted upon until the petitioner has made such changes as
the Director shall require.

(c) When the Director of Community Development determines that an application and
the required accompanying materials are complete, he or she promptly shall follow the processes set
forth in Section 20-4.8.1(d), Part 17 of this Article 9, and Part 9 of Article 4.

Section 20-9.3.6. Failure to obtain the required permit

(a) If and when the Director of Community Development determines that a permanent
sign which is a permitted sign as described in Parts 4 and 5 of this Article 9 has been erected,
altered, or relocated without obtaining a permit as required by Section 20-9.3.1, he or she promptly
shall order the owner or occupant of the property to which the sign pertains to apply for such permit
within 20 days of the date such order is sent by registered or certified mail.

If the required application is not received within the 20 days specified in the notice, the
Director of Community Development promptly shall issue an order that the sign be removed within
20 days of the date such order is sent by registered or certified mail.

Similarly, if the permit cannot be issued because an Appearance Review Certificate is
denied, the Director of Community Development promptly shall issue an order that the sign be
removed within 20 days of the date such order is sent by registered or certified mail. Orders to
remove signs issued by the Director of Community Development pursuant to this Section shall be
enforced as set forth in Article 8 of this Chapter.
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(b) If and when the Director of Community Development determines that a permanent
sign which is not a permitted sign as described in Parts 4 and 5 of this Article 9 has been erected,
altered, or relocated without obtaining a permit as required by Section 20-9.3.1, he or she promptly
shall order the owner or occupant of the property to which the sign pertains to make application
within 20 days of the date such order is sent by registered or certified mail, for a variation for the
sign and a sign permit. If the required applications are not received within the 20 days specified in
the notice, the Director of Community Development promptly shall issue an order that the sign be
removed within 20 days of the date such order is sent by registered or certified mail.

Similarly, if the permit cannot be issued because the Appearance Review Certificate and/or
the application for the variation(s) are denied, the Director of Community Development promptly
shall issue an order that the sign be removed within 20 days of the date such order is sent by
registered or certified mail. Orders to remove signs issued by the Director of Community
Development pursuant to this Section shall be enforced as set forth in Article 8 of this Chapter.

Section 20-9.3.7. Signs erected prior to the adoption of Article 9

(a) The permit required by Section 20-9.3.1 need not be obtained for a permanent sign
that was legally erected without a permit before a permit was required by this or any other Village
ordinance. Similarly, a variation need not be obtained for any sign that would not, if erected now,
be permitted by Parts 4 and 5, but was conforming with applicable Village requirements, if any, at
the time it was erected.

(b) The permit required by Section 20-9.3.1 must, however, be obtained before a sign
covered by (a) is altered or relocated.

Section 20-9.3.8. Expiration of a sign permit

If the work authorized by a sign permit has not commenced within six months of the date of
issuance, the permit shall become null and void.

Section 20-9.3.9. Fees

The permit fee for a sign permit or a variation under this Article 9 shall be as provided in
Chapter 9, Section 9-17 of the Wilmette Village Code. There will be no filing fee for Appearance
Review Certificates or appeals under this Article 9.

Section 20-9.3.10. Revocation

All rights and privileges acquired under the provisions of this ordinance are mere licenses,
revocable at any time by the Board of Trustees. All permits issued pursuant to this Part 3 are
subject to this provision.
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PART 4: PROHIBITED SIGNS

Section 20-9.4.1. Prohibited signs

The following signs are prohibited in all districts:

(a) Signs painted directly on an exterior wall, fascia or parapet of a building, on a fence,
or on a chimney, except for murals or works of art in Commercial Districts, which are regulated by
the Village Code.

(b) Signs which move, or give the appearance of moving. This category includes
pennants, banners, streamers and all other signs which flutter, undulate, swing, rotate, oscillate or
otherwise move by natural or artificial means.

(c) Signs containing any flashing or running lights or lights creating an illusion of
movement. Time and temperature devices are excluded from this category.

(d) Roof signs.

(e) Signs which imitate official traffic signs. Signs which use the words “stop”, “look”,
“danger”, “go slow”, “caution”, or “warning” are deemed to be within this category except where
such words are part of the name of the business. This category (e) does not include signs which are
accessory to parking lots.

(f) Off-premises signs, except as permitted in Part 7, and except for signs displayed by
churches and service organizations pursuant to Section 20-9.5.1(j).

(g) Signs placed on a parked vehicle or trailer where the apparent purpose is to advertise
a product or direct people to a business or activity located on the same or nearby property; provided
that this provision shall not apply to lettering permanently affixed to motor vehicles or to advertising
on buses.

(h) Signs which contain matter which is untruthful or misleading.

(i) Any sign attached to a standpipe or fire escape, or any sign erected, located or
maintained so as to prevent free ingress to or egress from any door, window or fire escape.

(j) Box signs except in West Lake Plaza.

(k) Neon signs within 66 feet of a residential lot line located in a residential zoning
district.

(l) Internally illuminated projecting signs.
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PART 5: EXEMPT SIGNS

Section 20-9.5.1. Exempt signs in all zoning districts

The following are hereby designated as “exempt signs” and, subject only to the
regulations contained in this Section, may be displayed in any zoning district in addition to any
other signs permitted by this article and without obtaining a permit in accordance with Part 3.

(a) House numbers, as required by section 16-13 of the Village Code, and house
nameplates, provided that nameplates shall not exceed 60 square inches in area.

(b) Memorial plaques, cornerstones, historical plaques, and similar designations
displayed for non-commercial purposes.

(c) Paper notices placed on bulletin boards or on kiosks maintained by any
governmental organization.

(d) Signs which are erected by a governmental body.

(e) Signs which are required or authorized for a public purpose by any law, statute or
ordinance, to the extent that said signs are of the type, number, area, height, location or illumination
as may be authorized by law, statute or ordinance.

(f) Signs that direct or guide persons to facilities intended to serve the public, including
signs identifying rest rooms, public telephones, walkways, and similar facilities. Advertising matter
is not permitted on such signs. This category does not include signs regulated under (h) below.

(g) Flags bearing the official design of a nation, state or political subdivision of a state.

(h) Property management wall signs, not to exceed one square foot in area.

(i) Directional or instructional signs accessory to parking and driveway areas, subject to
the following regulations:

(1) One single or double-faced sign may be erected to designate each entrance
to or exit from a parking or driveway area, provided that the surface area
of each such sign shall not exceed 7 ½ square feet.

(2) Signs designating the conditions of use of off-street parking spaces
furnished by an activity may be placed in parking lots or alleys. Such
signs may include the name of the activity furnishing the parking spaces
but may not include any advertising.

(j) Signs displayed by churches and service organizations on public ways, when
permitted under Part 7 of this Article 9, provided they do not have a surface area that exceeds six
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square feet. If more than one such sign is displayed within 100 feet of an intersection, all such signs
must be displayed on a single ground support.

(k) Signs displayed by Automobile Service Stations that meet the requirements of
Section 20-9.15.2 (Information on Gasoline Pumps), 20-9.15.3 (Price and Service Information at
Pump Areas), and 20-9.15.5 (Display of Certain Additional Signs).

(l) Political signs or posters announcing candidates seeking public political office
and/or political and public issues contained on a ballot. Such signs shall be removed within seven
days after an election.

(m) A sign advertising the sale or lease of a lot or space on which the sign is placed.
Such temporary signs shall not be illuminated and shall be removed within seven days after the
buyer and seller are mutually bound to conclude the sale or lease of the lot or space to which the
sign pertains. Only one real estate sign may be placed on the lot or premises to which it pertains,
except that two such signs may be placed on double frontage lots, and the surface area of each sign
may not exceed:

(1) Ten square feet in surface area on non-corner lots with less than 60 feet of
street frontage;

(2) 20 square feet in surface area on non-corner lots with more than 60 feet of
street frontage;

(3) 30 square feet for all corner lots.

(n) A construction sign identifying the parties involved in the construction to occur or
occurring on the lot or premises on which the sign is placed. Such temporary signs shall not be
illuminated and shall be removed within seven days after primary construction ceases for the project
to which the sign pertains. Only one construction sign may be placed on the lot or premises to
which it pertains, except that two such signs may be placed on double frontage lots, and the surface
area of each sign may not exceed:

(1) Ten square feet in surface area on non-corner lots with less than 60 feet of
street frontage;

(2) 20 square feet in surface area on non-corner lots with more than 60 feet of
street frontage;

(3) 30 square feet for all corner lots.

(o) An event sign announcing a campaign, drive or event of a civic, philanthropic,
educational or religious organization.

(p) Holiday decorations, signs or other material displayed in connection with civic,
patriotic or religious holidays.
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(q) A garage sale or house sale sign which announces the sale of tangible personal
property by means of the activity commonly known as a “garage sale”, “yard sale” or “house sale”.
Such signs shall only be displayed on private property and shall be removed within three days after
the sale.

(r) A sign announcing the opening or closing of a business at a location. Such a sign
may not be displayed for more than eight weeks from the date on which the activity commences or
concludes. Signs announcing a sale related to the closing of a business or a stock liquidation may be
displayed only two times within a calendar year and must conform to Section 20-9.5.1(s) below.

(s) One or more temporary window signs, provided the total area of all such window
signs shall not exceed 15% of the window through which such signs may be seen. Such signs
shall be removed no later than eight weeks after posting.

(t) A sign or poster expressing the opinion of the owner or occupant of the property
about a political, religious, social or similar issue of public concern, provided that no advertising
of goods or services is included.

(u) The display of clergy and services information on signs displayed by churches,
temples, synagogues, and other places of worship.

(v) One menu board or cabinet displayed as a wall sign by a restaurant that contains
only the current menus and or specials offered by the restaurant, and does not exceed four square
feet in overall size.

Section 20-9.5.2. Additional exempt signage in non-residential zoning districts

The following signs are designated as “exempt signs” in non-residential zoning districts,
and, subject only to the regulations contained in or referred to in this section, may be displayed in
any non-residential district in addition to any other signs permitted by this article and may be
displayed without obtaining a permit in accordance with Part 3.

(a) Information on a movie marquee which indicates the names and ratings of movies
currently being shown.

(b) Lettering or decals reasonably applied upon a business window or door, giving the
address, hours of business, entrance or exit information, professional or security affiliations or
memberships, the acceptance of credit cards, or similar information.
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PART 6: ORIENTATION OF SIGNS

Section 20-9.6.1. General rule

The orientation of a sign shall be determined in accordance with the following rules:

(a) A wall, awning, canopy, or window sign shall be oriented:

(1) To the street which is most nearly parallel to the face of the sign, provided
that, except in cases referred to in paragraph (2), a wall sign shall not be
considered oriented to any street for which the angle between the center line
of the street and the face of the sign exceeds 45 degrees, or

(2) 50% to one street and 50% to the other street when it is constructed at an
angle to the intersection formed by the two streets on each of which the
building has frontage.

(b) A ground sign shall be oriented to the street on which the activity has frontage and
from which the information displayed on such sign may readily be seen.

(c) A projecting sign shall be oriented:

(1) To the street that is most nearly perpendicular to the face of the sign, or

(2) 50% to one street and 50% to the other street when it is constructed at an
angle to the intersection formed by the two streets on each of which the
building has frontage.

See Orientation and Location of Signs, Diagram 9.6.1.

Section 20-9.6.2. Activities without public street frontage

If an activity has no public street frontage, the entrance intended for use by the general
public will determine the location where a sign may be displayed. In such cases, the activity
may display a wall, window, awning, canopy or projecting sign in accordance with Section 20-
9.9.1 and all other applicable sections of Article 9.

Section 20-9.6.3. Certain parking lots considered streets

For purposes of this Part 6, a public parking lot or plaza in a shopping center shall be
considered as a street.
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PART 7: GENERAL PROHIBITION AGAINST PLACING SIGNS IN PUBLIC WAYS

Section 20-9.7.1. General prohibition against placing signs in public ways

The following provisions of the Village Code, which prohibit or regulate the placement
of signs on or over streets and other public property, are incorporated by reference: Sections
5-4.1; 13-5.7; 16-8; 16-9.1; and 16-9.2 provided, however, that sidewalk signs and signs
displayed by churches, service organizations and subdivisions may be displayed on public ways
but only if, in addition to the permit required under this chapter, a permit is also issued by the
Village Engineer, or other appropriate official in the case where the public way is not under the
jurisdiction of the Village of Wilmette.

PART 8: PERMITTED SIGNS IN RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS

Section 20-9.8.1. Residential uses

Except as provided in Section 20-9.8.2, 20-9.8.3, and 20-9.8.4, permanent signs are
prohibited in residential zoning districts.

Section 20-9.8.2. Multi-family uses

The prohibition set forth in Section 20-9.8.1 notwithstanding, a multi-family use which is
located in a residential zoning district and which contains no fewer than 20 dwelling units may
display one ground sign oriented to each street on which it has not less than 100 feet of frontage at
grade level. Each such sign must conform with the criteria set forth in Part 11 below and must meet
the requirements of Part 3 of this Article 9.

Section 20-9.8.3. Institutional uses

The prohibition set forth in Section 20-9.8.1 notwithstanding, an institutional use, as defined
by Section 20-5.1.2 of Article 5, that is located in a residential zoning district may display one
permanent sign oriented to each street on which the use has a façade provided the following
requirements are met:

(a) Each wall sign must conform with the criteria set forth in Part 10 below, and

(b) Each ground sign must conform with the criteria set forth in Part 11 below.
However, if a use displays one or more ground signs oriented to a particular street, it may not in
addition display a wall sign oriented to that street, and

(c) Each projecting sign must conform with the criteria set forth in Part 14 below, and
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(d) No awning sign, canopy sign, or window sign is displayed.

As per Section 20-4.9.2(b)(3), those uses defined by Section 20-5.1.2 as institutional uses
are not subject to the Appearance Review requirements of Part 9 of Article 4.

Section 20-9.8.4. Legal non-conforming business uses

(a) The prohibition set forth in Section 20-9.8.1 notwithstanding, a legal non-
conforming business use that is located in a residential zoning district may display one wall sign
oriented to each street on which it has a façade. Each such wall sign must conform with the
criteria set forth in Part 10 below.

(b) Ground, awning, canopy, window and projecting signs are prohibited.

Section 20-9.8.5. Independent offices located within an existing institutional use

An office use independent of and located wholly within an existing Institutional Use may
display one wall sign mounted adjacent to its primary exterior entranceway that states the
Official Business Name and does not exceed one square foot in size.

Section 20-9.8.6. Summary of permitted signs

The information detailed in Parts 8 and 9 of this Article 9 are condensed into the
Summary of Permitted Signs. Please see Table 9.8.6.
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PART 9: PERMITTED SIGNS IN NON-RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS

Section 20-9.9.1. Institutional and business uses

(a) An institutional or business use located in a non-residential zoning district is
permitted to display one permanent sign oriented to each street on which the use has a façade
provided the following requirements are met:

(1) A wall sign must conform with the criteria in Part 10 below; and

(2) A ground sign must conform with the criteria in Part 11 below; and

(3) An awning or canopy sign must conform with the criteria in Part 12; and

(4) A permanent window sign must conform with the criteria in Part 13; and

(5) A projecting sign must conform with the criteria in part 14; and

(6) In addition to the types of signs set forth in this Section, and subject to the
limitation set forth in 20-9.12.1(c), five inch tall lettering may displayed
on the front valance of each awning or canopy that is parallel to a street on
which the use has a façade.

(b) In addition to the permanent sign described and permitted in Paragraph (a) of this
Section 20-9.9.1, an institutional or business use located in a non-residential zoning district is
permitted to display a permanent pedestrian sign provided said pedestrian sign is in conformance
with the following requirements:

(1) The pedestrian sign must be a window or wall sign conforming to the
requirements of this Article, as modified herein.

(2) The height of a pedestrian sign above the ground shall not exceed six (6)
feet, six (6) inches.

(3) If displayed as a window sign, the pedestrian sign must consist of
individual letters applied directly to the glass, and shall not have a backing
or be displayed on a separate sign suspended inside the glass.

(4) The maximum overall size for a pedestrian sign shall be four (4) square
feet, said limit consisting of the smallest possible rectangle that could be
drawn around all of the sign’s elements.

(5) The maximum amount of information that may be displayed on a
pedestrian sign shall be the official business name, a logo, and up to five
descriptive words. Descriptive words may include a general description of
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the products or services provided by the business, but shall not include
brand names.

(6) The maximum height permitted for the descriptive words in a pedestrian
sign shall be four (4) inches, providing that there shall be no such limit
placed on the size of the name or the logo so long as all elements of the
pedestrian sign, taken in combination, do not exceed the size limitation set
forth in subparagraph (4).

(7) A pedestrian signs shall only be displayed in a window or on a wall
situated within five feet of a public sidewalk.

(c) A time and temperature device may be displayed as a wall sign or as a ground
sign provided that each such sign conforms with the criteria set forth in Part 10 or Part 11, as
applicable, provided that:

(1) The device does not include any advertising or convey any news
information; and

(2) If the device utilizes flashing lights, the frequency of change is not greater
than one change per three seconds.

(d) In addition to the types of signs set forth in this Section, buildings occupied by two
or more commercial activities may display an additional wall sign that identifies the several
occupants of the building, provided that the surface area does not exceed six square feet.

(e) In addition to the types of signs set forth in this Section, buildings may also display
letters 19 inches or less in height which are inlaid brick or mosaic tile securely attached to the
building, or carved into a building, in such a way that they are an architectural detail of the building;
provided that the letters are not illuminated apart from the building, and are not made of a reflecting
material, do not contrast sharply in color with the building and do not exceed one inch in thickness.

See Number of Signs Permitted, Diagram 9.9.1

Section 20-9.9.2. Residential uses in non-residential zoning districts

(a) Except as provided in (b), a residential use located in a non-residential zoning
district may not display any permanent signs. For the purposes of this Section, multi-use
buildings located in non-residential zoning districts are treated as business uses.

(b) The prohibition set forth in (a) notwithstanding, a multi-family use that is located in
a non-residential zoning district and that contains no fewer than 20 dwelling units may display one
ground sign oriented to each street on which the development has not less than 100 feet of frontage
at grade level. Each such sign must conform with the criteria set forth in Part 11.
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Section 20-9.9.3. Sidewalk signs for business uses

(a) Statement of purpose and limitation of use of public property.

(1) The purpose of this Section 20-9.9.3 is to provide businesses located at
ground level with frontage on a public or private sidewalk in a business
zoning district with the ability to display a sidewalk sign related directly to
their business. In the case of a business located adjacent to a public
sidewalk, the purpose of this Section is to provide for a process to obtain
only a limited and revocable license to display sidewalk signs directly and
solely related to their businesses.

(2) With regard to the use of public property, none of the provisions of this
Section 20-9.9.3 shall be deemed to establish an open public forum or
limited public forum, or to convert any public sidewalk or other public
space into same. The general prohibition against the placement of any
private display on the public right-of-way is hereby modified solely for
the purpose of granting a limited and revocable license to the businesses
described herein to present only the information permitted herein and in
the manner permitted herein, and is intended to promote business
development and aid potential business customers.

(b) Restrictions on Eligible Businesses and Sign Content

(1) With regard to a sidewalk sign proposed to be located on a public
sidewalk, only businesses located at ground level with frontage
on a public sidewalk in a business zoning district are eligible
under this section to apply for a limited and revocable license to
display sidewalk signs on the public sidewalk.

(2) With regard to a sidewalk sign proposed to be located on a
private sidewalk, only businesses located in a building with
frontage on that private sidewalk may apply for a permit to place
a sidewalk sign.

(3) The only text information permitted to be displayed on any
sidewalk sign allowed under this Section shall be:

(A) The name of the business.

(B) Information concerning the products or services provided
by the business and the cost of same; provided that no
information concerning the sale of alcoholic beverages,
or price for same, may be displayed.
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(c) Design Standards

(1) Sidewalk signs shall be constructed of weather-resistant
materials, such as wood, plastic, or metal. Sidewalk signs
constructed of impermanent materials, including but not limited
to cardboard and paper, are prohibited.

(2) No sidewalk sign shall contain foil, mirrors, bare metal, or other
reflective materials that could create hazardous conditions to
motorists, bicyclists or pedestrians. No sidewalk sign may
contain lights of any kind.

(3) Sidewalk signs must be sufficiently weighted or constructed to
keep sign in approved location.

(d) Size and Number of Sidewalk Signs Allowed

(1) The maximum size of the copy on a sidewalk sign shall be six (6) square
feet per sign face, with a maximum of two sign faces per sidewalk sign.

(2) Maximum overall height of a sidewalk sign shall be forty-two (42)
inches above the sidewalk upon which it is placed.

(3) There shall be a maximum of one (1) sidewalk sign per business,
including businesses having more than one street frontage.

(e) Location of Signs

(1) Sidewalk signs shall be allowed in business districts only.

(2) In the case of a sidewalk signs on the public sidewalk, a sidewalk sign
may be placed only along the street level frontage of the business whose
sign is being displayed. One business’ sidewalk sign may not be
displayed in front of any other business.

(3) In the case of a sidewalk sign on a private sidewalk, a sidewalk sign may
only be displayed in front of the building with frontage on that private
sidewalk in which the business is located. A business’ sidewalk sign
may not be displayed in front of any other building.

(2) No sidewalk sign shall be permitted relating to any home occupation or
to any use located within residential zoning districts.

(3) No sidewalk sign may be placed in such a way as to reduce the
continuous unobstructed width of a sidewalk or walkway to less than
five (5) feet.
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(4) Sidewalk sign placement may not obstruct ingress/egress to a building,
steps or driveway access, or other similar feature, or be placed within
five (5) feet of a wheelchair ramp or curb cut.

(5) No permitted sidewalk sign shall be located closer than 15 feet from any
other permitted sidewalk sign.

(6) No sidewalk sign shall be placed in a street, roadway or alley.

(7) Sidewalk signs must be freestanding and cannot be attached to any other
structures, such as parking meters, trees, and utility poles.

(8) Sidewalk sign placement shall not create a visual obstruction so as to
create a safety hazard.

(9) Any applicant wishing to obtain a permit for a sidewalk sign located on
public right of way shall be required to sign a hold
harmless/indemnification agreement or shall provide evidence that the
applicant maintains liability insurance in an amount as required by the
Director of Community Development naming the Village of Wilmette as
an additional insured. Such coverage shall not be canceled or modified
without thirty (30) calendar days prior written notice to the Director.
Failure to maintain such insurance coverage shall result in revocation of
the permit.

(f) Duration

(1) Sidewalk signs may be displayed in the right of way only during the
hours the business is open.

(2) Owners are responsible for the removal of their sidewalk signs following
business hours and during periods of strong winds and snow
accumulation.

(g) Compliance

(1) Any applicant for a sidewalk sign permit shall sign a statement that the
applicant agrees to adhere to the standards and requirements of this
regulation, and if not, the sign may be removed by the Village and/or the
sign permit revoked.

(2) A copy of the approved sidewalk sign permit shall be legibly attached to
the underside of the sign at all times.

(3) Failure to comply with any of the above standards at any time may result
in the Village removing said sidewalk sign without prior notice.
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(4) If the Village removes a sidewalk sign, written notice of the sign’s
removal will be mailed to the business owner at the address listed on the
sign permit application via U.S. Postal Service regular mail. The notice
shall state with particularity the reason for removal. The confiscated
sidewalk sign will be stored for thirty (30) calendar days after the
mailing of such notice.

(5) The owner of any sidewalk sign that has been removed by the Village
may retrieve said sidewalk sign upon payment of an impoundment fee,
payable to the Village of Wilmette no later than thirty (30) days after the
date of the notice of impoundment. Alternatively, said owner within the
same 30-day period may submit a written protest to the Director of
Community Development stating with particularity why the sidewalk
sign in question should not have been confiscated, and the Director of
Community Development shall respond in writing to such protest within
10 business days. Any sidewalk sign not retrieved by the owner within
thirty (30) calendar days after the date of the notice of impound, or
within 30 days after the Director of Community Development has mailed
a response to such written protest as may have been filed, may be
destroyed by the Village.

(6) The impoundment fee shall be as follows:

(i) First Offense: $75.00.

(ii) Second Offense: $150.00.

(iii) Third Offense and thereafter: $250.00 per occurrence.
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PART 10: WALL SIGNS

Section 20-9.10.1. Criteria

(a) A wall sign may include the official business or institutional name of the use, one
logo, and up to five descriptive words. Descriptive words may include a general description of
the products or services provided by the business, but shall not include brand names.

(b) Wall signs shall be displayed only within the signable area of a building, and shall
cover no more than 30% of the signable area.

(c) Letters and/or logos displayed without backing material must be placed
reasonably close together so as to constitute one sign.

(d) A permitted wall sign may be externally or internally illuminated in any zoning
district provided that the requirements of Part 16 are met, except that a legal non-conforming
business use located in a residential zoning district may not display a wall sign that is internally
illuminated.

See Wall Signs, Diagram 9.10.1

Section 20-9.10.2. Establishment of signable area

(a) The signable area for a building shall be established by filing with the Director of
Community Development a written description or sketch defining or showing the signable area.

(b) The responsibility for filing the description or sketch referred to in paragraph (a)
shall rest with the building owner and the building occupant or occupants. Such persons may file
the description or sketch at any time and shall file the description or sketch within 20 days after
being requested to do so by the Director of Community Development.

(c) If the building owner and building occupant or occupants fail to establish the
signable area for the building within 20 days after being requested to do so by the Director of
Community Development, the signable area for the building shall be established by the Director of
Community Development.

(d) Whenever a description or sketch is filed under paragraph (b) or (c) of this Section
20-9.10.2, the Director of Community Development promptly shall take all action which in his/her
opinion is reasonably necessary to cause the building owner and the proprietors of all activities then
being conducted in the building to have knowledge of such filing. The Director of Community
Development shall make a record of the date when such action has been completed and all persons
entitled to notice as above provided shall then have 20 days to file with the Director of Community
Development a statement or statements of disagreement. If any such statements are received, the
matter shall be processed as provided in paragraph (e).
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(e) If a disagreement arises among the building owner and the building occupant or
occupants, or between any of the foregoing and the Director of Community Development, as to the
appropriate signable area for a building, the matter shall be referred to the Appearance Review
Commission for a hearing and disposition as provided in the case of variations under this ordinance.

See Signable Areas, Diagram 9.10.2.

Section 20-9.10.3. Computation rules

If a sign is enclosed by a rectangle or other form of outline, the total area of the sign
(including the background) shall be counted in calculating the percentage of the signable area
being used by the sign. If a sign consists of individual letters without any rectangle or other form
of outline, the signable area is to be computed as the smallest rectangular area which includes all
the letters, numerals and logos.
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PART 11: GROUND SIGNS

Section 20-9.11.1. Criteria

(a) To display a ground sign the following frontage requirements must be met:

(1) An activity may display a ground sign oriented to any street or highway if
the activity has at least 60 feet of frontage at grade along the street or
highway, except that single family attached and multi-family uses located
in residential districts may display a ground sign only if the activity
consists of at least 20 dwelling units and has at least 100 feet of frontage
along a street or highway.

(2) An activity which has in excess of 300 feet of frontage on public streets
and highways may display one additional ground sign for each 300 feet of
frontage in excess of the first 300 feet of frontage.

(3) No activity may display a ground sign within 100 feet of any other ground
sign displayed by the same activity.

(b) The amount of information displayed by a ground sign shall not exceed:

(1) The official business or institutional name, one logo, and up to five
descriptive words. Descriptive words may include a general description of
the products or services provided by the business, but shall not include
brand names.

(2) This information may be displayed on both sides of a two-faced ground
sign whose planes are parallel with each other and whose faces are
generally perpendicular to the street, provided that each face displays
identical information.

(c) The surface area of a ground sign shall not exceed:

(1) Ten square feet if displayed by a multi-family use in a residential zoning
district

(2) Ten square feet if displayed by an institutional use in a residential zoning
district

(3) 30 square feet if displayed by any use in a non-residential zoning district.

(d) The maximum height of a ground sign shall not exceed:



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page 278 Article 9, Signs

(1) Seven feet if displayed by a multi-family use in a residential zoning
district.

(2) Seven feet if displayed by any use in the OR Zoning District.

(3) Seven feet if displayed by an institutional use in a residential zoning
district.

(4) Ten feet if oriented to a street other than Green Bay Road, Lake Avenue,
or Skokie Boulevard in a non-residential zoning district other than OR.

(5) 15 feet if oriented to Green Bay Road, Lake Avenue, or Skokie Boulevard
in a non-residential zoning district other than OR.

(e) A ground sign may not be supported by more than two upright standards.

(f) A permitted ground sign may be internally or externally illuminated in the NR,
VC, GC1, GC2, PCD1, PCD2, and PCD3 zoning districts. A ground sign located in a residential
or OR zoning district may be externally illuminated only. The sign may be illuminated only if it
complies with the requirements of Part 16.
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PART 12: AWNING AND CANOPY SIGNS

Section 20-9.12.1. Criteria

(a) An awning or canopy sign may include the official business or institutional name,
one logo, and up to five descriptive words. Descriptive words may include a general description
of the products or services provided by the business, but shall not include brand names.

(b) An awning or canopy sign may not cover more than 20% of the signable area.
For this purpose, the signable area of an awning or canopy is limited to the face of the awning
and the front valance.

(c) Lettering may be placed on the front valance of each awning or canopy parallel
with the street to which it is oriented if the lettering is of five or fewer inches in height.
However, only the address, phone number, official business or institutional name, or a
descriptive word may be placed on the valance when done so in addition to a sign on the face of
an awning or canopy, or in addition to a wall, window, or projecting sign. See Valance
Lettering, Diagram 9.12.1.

(d) A permitted awning or canopy sign may be externally illuminated provided that
the requirements of Part 16 are met.

Section 20-9.12.2. Location requirements

(a) No portion of an awning or canopy may extend beyond a point two feet inside the
curb line.

(b) Any portion of an awning or canopy that extends over any Village right-of-way must
meet the following requirements:

(1) No portion of an awning or canopy shall be less than eight feet above the
level of the sidewalk or public thoroughfare over which it projects, and

(2) Drawings and specifications of the proposed installation must be
submitted by an architect or registered engineer and approved by the
Director of Community Development and the Village Engineer, and

(3) A certificate of insurance must be submitted by the applicant in the
amount of $300,000 for bodily injury or death, in the amount of $500,000
for bodily injury or death to more than one person which are sustained in
any one accident, and in the amount of $50,000 for property damage
resulting from any one accident, adding the Village of Wilmette as an
additional insured for any liability arising from any accident occurring on
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the public way that is caused or contributed to by the awning or canopy
sign or by the failure of its supporting structure, or

(4) A satisfactory hold harmless agreement to the effect described in (3)
above must be submitted.

See Awning Signs, Diagram 9.12.2
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PART 13: WINDOW SIGNS

Section 20-9.13.1. Criteria

(a) A permanent window sign may include the official name of the business or
institutional use, one logo, and up to five descriptive words. Descriptive words may include a
general description of the products or services provided by the business, but shall not include brand
names.

(b) The total area of a permanent window sign shall not exceed 10% of the surface area
of each window through which such sign may be seen. Window panels separated only by mullions
shall be considered as one continuous windowpane in the computation of window surface area.

See Window Signs, Diagram 9.13.1

Section 20-9.13.2. Temporary window signs

A use may display one or more temporary window signs on each window of the premises
to which such signs pertain provided the following requirements are met:

(a) The total area of all such temporary window signs shall not exceed 15% of the
surface area of each window through which such signs may be seen, and

(b) The combined total area of a permanent window sign and temporary window signs
shall not exceed 20% of each window surface area through which such signs may be seen.

Window panels separated only by mullions shall be considered as one continuous
windowpane in the computation of window surface area.
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PART 14: PROJECTING SIGNS

Section 20-9.14.1. Criteria

(a) A projecting sign may include the official business or institutional name of the
use, one logo, and up to five descriptive words. Descriptive words may include a general
description of the products or services provided by the business, but shall not include brand
names.

(b) Projecting signs may be no larger than six square feet in surface area.

(c) Any portion of a projecting sign that extends over any Village right-of-way must
meet the following requirements:

(1) No portion of a projecting sign shall be less than eight feet above the level of
the sidewalk or public thoroughfare over which it projects, and

(2) Drawings and specifications of the proposed installation must be
submitted by an architect or registered engineer and approved by the
Director of Community Development and the Village Engineer, and

(3) A certificate of insurance must be submitted by the applicant in the
amount of $300,000 for bodily injury or death, in the amount of $500,000
for bodily injury or death to more than one person, which are sustained in
any one accident, and in the amount of $50,000 for property damage
resulting from any one accident, adding the Village of Wilmette as an
additional insured for any liability arising from any accident occurring on
the public way caused or contributed to by the projecting sign or by the
failure of its supporting structure, or

(4) A satisfactory hold harmless agreement to the effect described in (3)
above must be submitted.

(d) A permitted projecting sign may be externally illuminated in any zoning district
provided that the requirements of Part 16 are met.

See Projecting Signs, Diagram 9.14.1
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PART 15: AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATIONS

Section 20-9.15.1. Additional regulation necessary

Automobile service stations are hereby declared to be an activity that requires certain
additional regulations regarding signs.

Section 20-9.15.2. Information on gasoline pumps

Matter appearing on gasoline pumps as purchased or installed shall not be considered as
signs for purposes of this ordinance.

Section 20-9.15.3. Price and service information at pump areas

In addition to all other signs permitted by this ordinance, an automobile service station
may display one sign, no larger than nine square feet, above each pump island stating whether
the area is a “self service” or “full service” area and the current price per gallon of gasoline sold
at the station. No element of the cost to the customer of the gasoline shall be omitted from the
statement of the price. See Section 20-9.5.1(k).

Section 20-9.15.4. Automobile service station, signable area

Automobile service stations which include interior facilities for the servicing of
automobiles or a supplementary business shall be treated as consisting of two buildings, each
with its own signable area, with the limitation that no more than two signable areas can be
established per building regardless of the number of streets on which the activity has frontage.
One of such buildings shall be that part of the service station structure in which the principal
entrance to the station office is located. The other of such buildings shall be that part of the
service station structure in which the automotive service or supplementary facilities are located.

See Automobile Service Station, Number of Signs Permitted, Diagram 9.15.4.

Section 20-9.15.5. Display of certain additional signs

Automobile service stations may display additional signs as follows: signs showing an
affiliation with a motor club; signs indicating the acceptance of designated credit cards; matters
appearing on outdoor vending machines as purchased or installed; and price information
displayed on ground signs. See Section 20-9.5.1(k).
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PART 16: ILLUMINATION OF SIGNS, BUILDINGS, AND AREAS

Section 20-9.16.1. Illumination of buildings and areas

The use of unshielded lights, including incandescent light bulbs hung or strung on poles,
wires, or any other type of support, to illuminate buildings, outdoor sales areas, or outdoor
storage areas, is prohibited, except when:

(a) The use of such lighting is for areas in which Christmas trees are offered for sale
during the month of December; or

(b) The use of such lighting is in connection with carnivals.

Section 20-9.16.2. External illumination of signs

(a) Whenever external illumination is used for a sign, the source of light shall be
located, shielded and directed in such a manner that the light is not directly visible from any
surrounding public street or private residence.

(b) Any receptacle or device used to provide external illumination for a wall sign shall
not protrude more than 12 inches from the face of the sign.

Section 20-9.16.3. Brightness limitations

(a) In no case shall the lighting intensity of any sign, whether resulting from internal
illumination or external illumination, exceed 75 foot candles when measured with a standard light
meter perpendicular to the face of the sign at a distance equal to the narrowest dimension of the
sign.

(b) The lighting intensity of all signs is further subject to the provisions regarding glare
as set forth in Section 20-6.3.7.

Section 20-9.16.4. Hours of illumination

No sign shall be illuminated between the hours of midnight and 6:00 a.m., unless and to
the extent that the activity displaying the sign is open for business during those hours. The
Director of Community Development is authorized to grant an exemption from the provisions of
this section to any activity in which illumination of signs during the hours otherwise proscribed
is necessary or desirable for the security and safety of the activity or for property in the custody
of the activity.
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Section 20-9.16.5. Voltage plate

All signs in which electrical wiring and connections are to be used shall have affixed
thereon a plate showing the voltage of the electrical apparatus used in connection with the sign.
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PART 17: GENERAL CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS

Section 20-9.17.1. Construction

All ground signs shall be designed and constructed to withstand a wind pressure of not
less than 30 pounds per square foot of net surface area and to receive dead loads as required in
the National Building Code or other ordinances of the Village of Wilmette.

Section 20-9.17.2. Fireproof construction

All wall signs and signs of any kind which have a display area of greater than 18 square
feet shall be constructed of non-combustible material.

Section 20-9.17.3. Face of sign smooth

All signs, canopies and awnings which are constructed on, over, or within five feet of a
public thoroughfare shall have no nails, tacks, wires or other hazardous projections protruding
therefrom.

Section 20-9.17.4. Use of glass

Any glass forming a part of any sign shall be safety glass. If any single piece or pane of
glass exceeds three square feet, such piece or pane shall be wired glass.

Section 20-9.17.5. Maintenance

All signs, canopies and awnings shall be kept and maintained in a safe, neat and orderly
condition and appearance. They shall be repainted or otherwise maintained periodically by the
owner to prevent corrosion or deterioration caused by weather, age or other conditions.
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PART 18: ADMINISTRATION

Section 20-9.18.1. Appearance Review Commission

The powers and duties of the Appearance Review Commission, as set forth in Part 4 of
Article 3 of this Chapter include issuing Appearance Review Certificates for the erection,
alteration or relocation of permanent signs, hearing requests for variations from the provisions of
this Article 9, and making recommendations to the Board of Trustees for the granting or denial
of such requests.

Section 20-9.18.2. Appearance Review Certificates for permitted signs

The processing of applications for Appearance Review Certificates is described in
Section 20-9.3.5. An application for an Appearance Review Certificate for a sign that conforms
to all requirements of this Article 9 shall be placed on the Consent Agenda for the next available
meeting of the Appearance Review Commission and be considered by the Commission under the
following rules:

(a) The public notice requirements of Section 20-4.8.1 shall be waived.

(b) Unless the application is removed from the Consent Agenda, the application shall
be considered approved and the Appearance Review Certificate shall be issued. An application
shall be removed from the Consent Agenda if so requested by the Chairman or a member of the
Appearance Review Commission, by any person who is in attendance at the meeting of the
Appearance Review Commission at which the Consent Agenda is considered, or by any person
who makes the request in writing provided that such request is received prior to the start of the
meeting at which the Consent Agenda is considered.

(c) If an application is removed from the Consent Agenda by the Chairperson or a
member of the Appearance Review Commission, it still may be approved, either with or without
non-binding suggestions, at the meeting at which the Consent Agenda is considered.

(d) Unless an application that is removed from the Consent Agenda is approved as
described in (c) above, the application shall be placed on the regular agenda of the next available
meeting of the Appearance Review Commission and shall be considered in accordance with the
applicable procedures set forth in Part 3 of this Article.

Section 20-9-18.3. Variations

The processing by the Director of Community Development of applications for variations
is described in Section 20-4.9.3. An application for a variation shall be considered by the
Appearance Review Commission in accordance with the procedures of general applicability set
forth in Part 8 of Article 4.
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(a) A sign variation shall be granted only where the evidence presented in the
particular case shows that:

(1) Unusual Circumstances: A variation will serve to relieve the petitioner from
an unusual difficulty due to the location, topography, or circumstances on the
petitioner’s property, or a peculiar attribute existing on the neighboring
property which directly affects the petitioner’s property.

(2) Character and Appearance: A variation will be consistent in design and scale
with other signs nearby, and will not alter the essential character of the
commercial streetscape in the vicinity of the subject property.

(3) Not Self-Created: The plight of the property owner was not created by the
owner and denial of the variation will impose undue hardship or difficulty on
the owner’s ability to conduct business on the subject property.

(4) Health, Safety, and Welfare: A variation will not create a traffic or safety
hazard and will not impair the utility of neighboring properties’ signage.

(5) Purpose of Ordinance: A variation is in harmony with the purpose and intent
of the Sign Ordinance.

(b) If the Appearance Review Commission recommends that a variation be granted,
its recommendation shall be forward to the Board of Trustees accompanied by its findings with
respect to the standards detailed in (a) above.

Section 20-9.18.4. Appeals

Any person aggrieved by an administrative order, requirement, decision, or determination
made under this Article 9 by the Director of Community Development may appeal the Director’s
decision to the Appearance Review Commission.

The procedure on appeals shall be similar to that prescribed in Article 4 of Chapter 20 for
appeals from administrative decisions, except that the decision of the Appearance Review
Commission shall not be final but rather a recommendation to the Village Board of Trustees.
The only issue to be decided by the Appearance Review Commission in appeal matters shall be
whether the Director of Community Development has properly interpreted and applied the
provisions of Article 9 of this Chapter.
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PART 19: SUMMARY REMOVAL OF CERTAIN SIGNS

Section 20-9.19.1. Obsolete signs

Any sign, awning or canopy which advertises a business no longer being conducted, or a
product no longer being sold, in or from the premises to which the sign relates shall be taken
down and removed by the owner, agent or person having the beneficial use of the building,
structure or premises upon which such sign is found. Removal shall be effected within 20 days
after written notice from the Director of Community Development. If such a sign is not removed
after such 20 day period, the Director of Community Development is authorized to cause the sign
to be removed. Any expense incident thereto shall be paid by the owner, agent or person having
the beneficial use of the building, structure or premises on which such sign is found.

Section 20-9.19.2. Unsafe signs

If the Director of Community Development finds that any sign is unsafe or insecure, or is
a menace to the public, he or she shall give written notice to the person displaying such sign.
Correction of the condition which causes the Director of Community Development to give such
notice shall be effected within 20 days after receipt of the notice. If such condition is not
corrected after such 20 day period, the Director of Community Development is authorized to
cause the sign to be removed forthwith at the expense of the person displaying the sign.
Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, the Director of Community Development is
authorized to cause any sign to be removed summarily and without notice whenever he or she
finds that such a sign is an immediate peril to persons or property.
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PART 20: LOCAL SIGN REGULATIONS

Section 20-9.20.1. Submission of regulations

A shopping center or office building owner, or any association of merchants doing
business within a specific area within the Village may establish regulations for such shopping
center, office building, or specific area within the Village. Such regulations (hereinafter called
“Local Sign Regulations”) may be submitted to the Board of Trustees for approval. If, and to the
extent that, the local sign regulations are approved by the Board of Trustees, such local sign
regulations shall be observed by the persons affected in lieu of compliance with this Article 9.

Section 20-9.20.2. Conditions for approval

No local sign regulations will be approved by the Board of Trustees unless the
regulations are binding upon all persons in the shopping center, office building, or specific area
within the Village to which the regulations are intended to apply.
Section 20-9.20.3. Approval procedure

Persons desiring to obtain approval of local sign regulations pursuant to this Section 20-
9.20 shall submit the regulations to the Department of Community Development, together with
any additional materials requested by the Department. The Director of Community
Development shall review the regulations and transmit them with his or her comments and
recommendations as to whether approval should or should not be granted under this Article 9, to
the Appearance Review Commission for recommendation to the Board of Trustees

Section 20-9.20.4. Private signage agreements

Nothing in this Section 20-9.20 or elsewhere in this ordinance shall prevent any building
owner or association of merchants from establishing by lease or other form of agreement sign
regulations which are more stringent than those set forth in this Article.

Section 20-9.20.5. Exemption from requirement for Appearance Review Certificate

For signs which conform to the requirements of this Article 9 and conform to a local sign
ordinance which was adopted pursuant to Section 20-9.20.3, the Village staff shall, upon proper
application, issue a sign permit as described in Section 20-9.3.1, and such signs shall be deemed
exempt from the Appearance Review requirements of Section 20-4.9.2(a)(4) of the Zoning
Ordinance.
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Section 20-9.20.6. Adopted local sign regulations

The following Local Sign Regulations are incorporated into this document as appendices.

(a) Plaza del Lago Local Sign Regulations, Appendix A

(b) Edens Plaza Local Sign Regulations, Appendix B

(c) West Lake Shopping Plaza Local Sign Regulations, Appendix C
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PART 21: OTHER CODES AND ORDINANCES; SEPARABILITY

Section 20-9.21.1. Other codes and ordinances

If any part of this ordinance is found to be in conflict with any provision of the zoning,
building, fire, safety or health codes, or other ordinances of the Village, the provision which
establishes the more restrictive rule or standard shall prevail.

Section 20-9.21.2. Separability

The several provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be separable in
accordance with the following rules:

(a) If any court of competent jurisdiction determines any provision or provisions of this
ordinance to be invalid, such determination shall not affect any other provision of this ordinance not
specifically included in the court’s judgment order.

(b) If any court of competent jurisdiction determines any provision or provisions of
this ordinance to be invalid as applied to any particular sign, such determination shall not affect
the application of such provision to any other sign not specifically included in the court’s
judgment order.
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Diagram 9.6.1.
Orientation and Location of Signs
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Table 9.8.6. (continued)
Summary of Permitted Signs

Residential Zoning Districts
R, R1, R2, R3, R4

Non-Residential Zoning Districts
NR, VC, GC-1 & 2, PCD-1, 2 & 3, OR

Single-
Family

Multi-
Family

Inst. Office
In Inst.

Legal
Non-Conf

Res. Inst. OR
District

All Other
Uses

WALL SIGNS

Permitted No no yes yes yes no yes Yes Yes
Max. Coverage 30% 1 sq. ft. 30% 30% 30% 30%
Time & Temp No No No Yes Yes
Tenant
I.D. Sign

No No No No Yes 1 Yes 1

Int. Illum. No No Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ext. Illum. Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes

GROUND SIGNS

Permitted No Yes2 yes no No Yes2 Yes Yes Yes
Surface Area 10 sq. ft. 10 sq. ft. 30 sq. ft. 30 sq. ft. 30 sq. ft. 30 sq. ft.
Max. Height 7 ft. 7 ft. 10 ft. 10 ft.3 7 ft. 10 ft.3

Time & Temp No No No Yes Yes
Ext. Illum. Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Int. Illum. No No yes yes No Yes

AWNING SIGNS

Permitted No No No No No No Yes Yes Yes
Coverage 20% 20% 20%
Valance Lett. Yes Yes Yes
Ext. Illum. Yes Yes Yes

WINDOW SIGNS

Permitted No no No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes
Coverage 10% 10% 10% 10%
Neon Tube Illum. Yes4 Yes4 Yes4 Yes4

1 Maximum Size of a permitted Tenant Identification Wall Sign is six square feet.
2 Multi-family uses may display ground signs provided there are at least 20 dwelling units and a minimum 100 feet
of frontage.
3 A maximum height of 15 feet is allowed for ground signs on Lake Avenue, Skokie Boulevard, and Green Bay
Road
4 Neon tube illumination is allowed provided it is not located within 66’ of a residential lot line in a residential
zoning district.
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Table 9.8.6.
Summary of Permitted Signs

Residential Zoning Districts
R, R1, R2, R3, R4

Non-Residential Zoning Districts
NR, VC, GC-1 & 2, PCD-1, 2 & 3, OR

Single-
Family

Multi-
Family

Inst. Office
In Inst.

Legal
Non-Conf

Res. Inst. OR
District

All Other
Uses

PROJECTING
SIGNS

Permitted No No Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes
Max. Surface Area 6 sq. ft. 6 sq. ft. 6 sq. ft. 6 sq. ft 6 sq. ft.
Internal
Illumination

No No No No No

External
Illumination

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

1 Maximum Size of a permitted Tenant Identification Wall Sign is six square feet.
2 Multi-family uses may display ground signs provided there are at least 20 dwelling units and a minimum 100 feet
of frontage.
3 A maximum height of 15 feet is allowed for ground signs on Lake Avenue, Skokie Boulevard, and Green Bay
Road
4 Neon tube illumination is allowed provided it is not located within 66’ of a residential lot line in a residential
zoning district.
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Diagram 9.9.1.
Number of Signs Permitted
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Diagram 9.10.1.
Wall Signs

Bistro Wilmette

Modern

French

Cuisine
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Diagram 9.10.2.
Signable Areas
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Diagram 9.12.1.
Awning Signs

Bistro Wilmette

123 Main Street

555-1234

WOW!

AWNINGS
&

CANOPIES
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Diagram 9.13.1.
Window Signs

Bistro
Wilmette

Now Open

for

Lunch!
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Diagram 9.14.1.
Projecting Signs



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page 308 Article 9, Signs

Diagram 9.15.4.
Automobile Service Station, Number of Signs Permitted
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ARTICLE 9: APPENDIX A

PLAZA DEL LAGO LOCAL SIGN REGULATIONS

Section 1

All provisions regulating signage as established by Article 9 of Chapter 20 of the
Wilmette Village Code shall apply to Plaza del Lago except to the extent that they are modified
in the following sections of this Ordinance.

Section 2 Definitions

ARCADE: Building C as depicted in Figure One, which is attached to and made a part
of this ordinance.

ARCH SIGN: A wood sign suspended from the archway of Building D which is not
illuminated and does not exceed 48 inches in length or 20 inches in height.

DEVELOPMENT SIGNS: Ground, wall or arch signs which are erected by the Owner
to identify the shopping center, or which direct the shopper to various businesses or parking
areas within the shopping center.

OWNER: Joseph Moss, the owner of Plaza del Lago, or his successors in interest.

Section 3 Building identification

Sign regulations are herein established for activities in each building as depicted in
Figures 1 and 2a – d, which are attached hereto and made a part of this ordinance.

Section 4 Limitation on display of signs

Signs displayed by activities within Plaza del Lago are limited to the following:

(a) Activities in Building A and in Building B may display one of the following
signs:

(1) A wall sign erected within the signable area, not to exceed 1½ feet by ten
feet in dimension or 60% coverage of the signable area, whichever is
smaller; and/or

(2) Canopy or awning signs in accordance with Part 12 of Article 9. Valance
lettering on canopies and awnings may include a logo.
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(b) Activities located in Building C shops may not display any exterior signage. This
limitation does not apply to Development Signs, which are regulated by Section 6 of these
regulations.

(c) Activities located in Building D may display one of the following signs:

(1) Activities located in spaces 1 through 6 of Building D are not permitted to
display wall signs, but may display one of the following:

(i) A non-illuminated arch sign not to exceed 48 inches in length by
20 inches in height as depicted in Figure 3: or

(ii) A permanent window sign in accordance with the regulations of
Part 13 of Article 9. Such signs may not be illuminated.

(2) Activities located in spaces 7 through 10 of Building D may display one of
the following:

(i) A permanent window sign in accordance with Part 13 of Article 9.
Such signs may not be illuminated; or

(ii) A wall sign in accordance with Part 10 of Article 9. Space 10 may
have an illuminated wall sign provided that the sign shall have
separate backlit letters and that an illuminated box sign is
prohibited.

In addition to the signs permitted under (2)(i) and (ii) above, activities
located in spaces 7 through 9 of Building D may display identification wall
signs in the signable area identified as “signable area d” in Figure 1 and
depicted in Figure 4, which are attached hereto and made a part of this
ordinance. Such signs are not to exceed two feet by four feet in dimension.

(d) Activities in Building E may display wall signs in accordance with the following
regulations:

(1) An activity in space 1 may erect a wall sign consisting of individual letters
within the arches which are an architectural detail of the north façade as
depicted in Figure 5. Individual letters shall not exceed 48 inches in
height.

(2) An activity in space 2 may erect a wall sign not to exceed 3½ feet in
height and 12 feet in length, or 60% of the signable area, whichever is
less.
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(3) An activity in space 3 may erect a wall sign on the north and east facades
of the building. Such signs shall not exceed 1½ feet in height and eight
feet in length, or 60% coverage of the signable area, whichever is less.

(e) Activities in Building F may display a ground sign in accordance with Part 11 of
Article 9. Any proposed wall sign may be 1½ feet by ten feet in size or have a coverage of 60%
of the signable area, whichever is less.

Section 5 Temporary signs

Temporary windows signs may be erected after prior approval and at the sole discretion
of the Owner. However, the coverage of such signs is limited to 30% of the window area.

Section 6 Development signs

In addition to signs permitted by Section 20-9.9.1(h), Signs Identifying the Occupants of
a Building, the Owner may erect the following Development Signs:

(a) Identification wall signs in accordance with the coverage limitations of Section
20-9.10.1(b) as depicted in Figure 6 in lieu of the additional informational ground signs that
would be permitted with sufficient frontage under Section 20-9.11.

(b) One directional sign to guide persons from the main parking area to the north
parking lot and arcade shops, containing an arrow and the message “Parking & Arcade Shops”,
provided the sign shall not exceed 7 ½ feet in height and 13 ½ square feet in area as depicted in
Figure 7.

(c) One ground sign located in the north parking lot, oriented to 10th Street,
containing the message “Plaza del Lago Arcade Shops Parking”, provided the sign shall not
exceed six feet in height and 12 square feet in area as depicted in Figure 8.

(d) One ground sign located at the alley on the leased land at 1683 Sheridan Road,
containing the message “Plaza del Lago Parking”, provided the sign shall not exceed 10 ½ feet in
height and 12 square feet in area as depicted in Figure 9.

(e) In lieu of exterior wall signs for the arcade shops, wall sign directories for the
Building B “Court Shops” and Building C “Arcade Shops” located at the north and east entries to
the arcade as depicted in Figure 10. Such signs shall not exceed 25 square feet in area.

(f) Signs which identify the Arcade, located in the following four areas, not to exceed
the stipulated sizes, and containing the words “Arcade Shops” as depicted in Figure 11:

(1) A wall sign over the northeast arcade entry door, not to exceed two feet
in height and six feet in length;
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(2) A suspended sign at the northwest arcade entry, not to exceed 1 ½ feet in
height and 9 ½ feet in length;

(3) A suspended sign at the west entry to the arcade, not to exceed one foot
in height and four feet in length;

(4) A sign on the arch at the south entrance to the arcade, not to exceed two
feet in height and nine feet in length.

Section 7

That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, approval
and publication, as required by law.
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Figure 1
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Figure 2a

Building A

Building B
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Figure 2b

Building C: East Elevation

Building C: North Elevation
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Figure 2c

Building D
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Figure 2d

Building F: East Elevation

Building F: North Elevation
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Figure 3: Arch Sign

Figure 4: Signable Area D
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Figure 5
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Figure 6

Identification Wall Sign: Parking Lot Frontage

Identification Wall Sign: Sheridan Road Frontage
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Figure 7

Parking Lot Directional Sign

Figure 8

North Parking Lot Directional Sign



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Page 322 Article 9, Signs (Appendix A)

Figure 9

North Parking Lot Ground Sign
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Figure 10
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Figure 11

Section 7(f)(2)

Section 7(f)(3)

Section 7(f)(4)
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ARTICLE 9: APPENDIX B

EDENS PLAZA LOCAL SIGN REGULATIONS

Section 1

All provisions regulating signage as established by Article 9 of Chapter 20 of the
Wilmette Village Code shall apply to Edens Plaza except to the extent that they are modified in
the following sections of this Ordinance.

Section 2: A Tenant who occupies 100,000 square feet or more of Edens Plaza may erect the
following signage:

(a) One internally illuminated or backlit wall sign on each exterior wall of the
premises in which the Tenant is located.

(b) The signable area on each exterior wall shall be as designated on Exhibit “A”
attached hereto and made a part hereof; and

(c) The surface area of all signs including individual letters and logos shall not
exceed 30% of the signable area, the aggregate length of all letters shall not exceed 65 feet in
width, and each individual letter of a sign may not exceed eight feet in height.

Section 3: A Tenant who occupies at least 17,500 square feet, but less than 100,000 square feet
of Edens Plaza may erect the following signage:

(a) One internally illuminated wall sign on each exterior wall of the premises in
which the Tenant is located.

(b) The signable area on each exterior wall shall be as designated on Exhibit “B”
attached hereto and made a part hereof; and

(c) The surface area of all signs including individual letters and logos shall not
exceed 30% of the signable area, the aggregate length of all letters shall not exceed 58 feet in
width, and each individual letter of a sign may not exceed four feet in height.

(d) The sign shall be centered vertically within the signable area.
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Section 4: A Tenant who occupies at least 6,000 square feet, but less than 17,500 square feet
of Edens Plaza may erect the following signage:

(a) One internally illuminated wall sign on each exterior wall of the premises in
which the Tenant is located.

(b) The signable area on each exterior wall shall be as designated on Exhibit “C”
attached hereto and made a part hereof; and

(c) The surface area of all signs including individual letters and logos shall not
exceed 25% of the signable area, the aggregate length of all letters shall not exceed 40 feet in
width, and each individual letter of a sign may not exceed 30 inches in height.

(d) The sign shall be centered vertically within the signable area.

Section 5: A Tenant who occupies at least 2,500 square feet, but less than 6,000 square feet of
Edens Plaza may erect the following signage:

(a) One internally illuminated wall sign on each exterior wall of the premises in
which the Tenant is located.

(b) The signable area on each exterior wall shall be as designated on Exhibit “D”
attached hereto and made a part hereof; and

(c) The surface area of all signs including individual letters and logos shall not
exceed 25% of the signable area, the aggregate length of all letters shall not exceed 20 feet in
width, and each individual letter of a sign may not exceed 24 inches in height.

(d) The sign shall be centered vertically within the signable area.

Section 6: A Tenant who occupies less than 2,500 square feet of Edens Plaza may erect the
following signage:

(a) One internally illuminated wall sign on each exterior wall of the premises in
which the Tenant is located.

(b) The signable area on each exterior wall shall be as designated on Exhibit “E”
attached hereto and made a part hereof; and

(c) The surface area of all signs including individual letters and logos shall not
exceed 25% of the signable area, the aggregate length of all letters shall not exceed 16 feet in
width, and each individual letter of a sign may not exceed 18 inches in height.

(d) The sign shall be centered vertically within the signable area.



Village of Wilmette Zoning Ordinance

March 27, 2009
Article 9, Signs (Appendix B) Page 327

Section 7 Under-canopy sign

Each Tenant of the Plaza is required to purchase from and have installed by a Landlord
approved source, an under-canopy sign for each entranceway into its respective premises. All
under-canopy signs shall be of uniform material, shape and dimension and in conformity to the
design and specifications set forth on Exhibit “F” attached hereto and made a part hereof.

Section 8

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval as
required by law.
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Exhibit A
Tenant Occupying 100,000 sq. ft. or more
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Exhibit B
Tenant Occupying 17,500 – 100,000 sq. ft.
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Exhibit C
Tenant Occupying 6,000 – 17,500 sq. ft.
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Exhibit D
Tenant Occupying 2,500 – 6,000 sq. ft.
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Exhibit E
Tenant Occupying 2,500 sq. ft. or Less
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Exhibit F
Under-Canopy Sign
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ARTICLE 9: APPENDIX C

WEST LAKE PLAZA LOCAL SIGN ORDINANCE

Section 1

All provisions regulating signage as established by the Article 9 of Chapter 20 of the
Wilmette Village Code shall apply to West Lake Plaza except to the extent that they are modified
in the following sections of this Ordinance.

Section 2 Definition of signable area

(a) The signable area on the front façade of any tenant space in West Lake Plaza is
the rectangular area bounded by the lower edge of the fascia, a line parallel to and five feet above
the lower edge of the fascia, and the two perpendicular lines which represent the limits of
frontage as depicted in Figure 1, attached hereto and made a part of this ordinance.

(b) Activities on corner lots may display a wall sign on a building elevation which
has no fascia in accordance with the regulations of Article 9.

Section 3 Display within signable area

All wall signs displayed within the signable area shall be internally illuminated box signs,
uniformly 30 inches high and a length of up to 60% of the width of the frontage with a maximum
of 18 feet in length. All box signs shall be located so the bottom of the box sign aligns with the
bottom of the fascia.

Section 4 Amortization

Existing nonconforming signs may continue to be displayed. When any change is made
to the sign, the sign will thereafter conform to all the requirements of Article 9.

Section 5 Height of lettering

The maximum height of any lettering or images shall be 18 inches to allow a minimum
border of six inches around any sign face.
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Section 6 Color of signs

All wall sign boxes and faces erected after the effective date of this ordinance shall
consist of white lettering and or characters on a dark brown background, such colors to be
consist with color chips maintained on file with the Department of Community Development and
identified as MAP color 41-313 Dark Bronze for the boxes, Lacryl color 456-BR Duranodic 313
E (brown) for the sign face and Lacryl color 403-W (white-white) for the lettering.

Section 7 Illumination

No sign shall be illuminated between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. unless and to
the extent the activity displaying the sign is open for business during those hours, in which case
illumination for the activity’s signage shall be permitted as allowed according to Section 20-
9.16.4 of Article 9. All signs within this district shall be installed with a photocell and a
timeclock set to be shut off at 11:00 p.m.

Section 8

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, approval, and
publication as required by law.
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Figure 1
Signable Area
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APPENDIX A

SECTION 9-3.7 OF THE WILMETTE VILLAGE CODE: SITE PLAN REVIEW
ORDINANCE

9-3.7.1 Creation

There is hereby created a Site Plan Review Committee consisting of the Director of
Community Development, the Village Engineer, and the Fire Chief. Each member of the
Committee shall appoint a member of his department to act for the Committee member on those
occasions when the Committee member is unable to attend a meeting of the Committee. The
Committee shall adopt its own rules and regulations and shall select its chairperson. All meetings of
the Committee shall be called by the chairperson as needed. A quorum shall consist of three
members of the Committee (or their appointed substitute).

9-3.7.2 Status of building permit applications

(a) Except for those noted below, every application for a construction permit, including
building, electrical and plumbing, for new construction, exterior modification, building addition or
parking lot construction or modification, shall be promptly forwarded by the Director of
Community Development, or the Village Engineer, as the case may be, to the Site Plan Review
Committee for the Committee’s review. Such review must be completed within 20 business days of
the receipt by the village of a complete permit application. Application for building permits for
construction or remodeling of detached single family residential structures or structures accessory
thereto, or driveway permits for driveways serving single family residential structures shall not be
subject to review by the Site Plan Review Committee.

Where an application subject to Site Plan Review seeks a permit for a new driveway onto a
public street, the applicant shall, in addition to any other required notice, be required to send notice,
in a form approved by the Director of Community Development, by first class U.S. Mail, postage
pre-paid, to all occupants and owners of properties within the area defined as “neighborhood” in
Section 16-10.5(b)(1) of this Code, of the application for the driveway permit. Said notice shall
advise the owner or occupant, as the case may be, of the pending application, the location of the
proposed driveway, and that the owner or occupant has fifteen (15) business days from the date of
sending of the notice to submit written comments to the Director of Community Development, so
that said comments may be reviewed by the Site Plan Review Committee prior to its decision to
approve or deny site plan approval. (97-O-75, 10/14/97).

(b) If, in the Committee’s judgment, the construction permit application does not
contain sufficient information to enable the Committee to properly discharge its responsibilities, the
Committee may request additional information from the applicant. In that event, the 20 business
day period referred to in paragraph (a) above shall be suspended pending the receipt of all
information requested by the Committee.
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(c) No construction permit shall be issued by the Director of Community Development
or the Village Engineer until site plan approval has been granted, either by the Committee or by the
Board of Trustees, as provided in this Section 9-3.7. (83-O-67, 11/1/83; 97-O-75, 10/14/97).

(d) Where the modification of an existing parking lot, as referenced in Section 9-3.7.2(a)
of this Chapter is limited to restriping of parking spaces, repainting a portion of the surface, or seal-
coating of the surface, then the scope of Site Plan Review shall be limited to evaluating whether the
plan provides for adequate screening of dumpsters and adequate numbers and sizes of parking
spaces for the disabled. (96-O-51, 10/8/96).

9-3.7.3 Scope of site plan review

The Site Plan Review Committee, when evaluating site plans, will review:

(a) Traffic and parking layout so as to:

(1) Minimize dangerous traffic movements;

(2) Achieve efficient traffic flow in accordance with standards in Institute of
Traffic Engineers’ "Transportation and Traffic Engineering Handbook";

(3) Provide for the optimum number of parking spaces, while maintaining
village design standards; and

(4) Provide for the appropriate vehicular ingress and egress, including the
establishment and location of driveways, provided, however, that the Site
Plan Review Committee’s determination of where a driveway should be
established and/or located shall be governed by the standards of review set
forth in Section 16-10.5(a)(1-2) of this Code. (87-O-75, 10/14/97).

(b) Landscaping, so as to:

(1) Maintain existing mature trees and shrubs to the maximum extent
practicable;

(2) Buffer adjacent incompatible uses;

(3) Screen unsightly activities from public view;

(4) Break up large expanses of asphalt with plant material;

(5) Provide an aesthetically pleasing landscaping design; and

(6) Provide plant materials and landscaping designs that can withstand
Wilmette’s climate, and the microclimate on the property.
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(c) Location of principal structures, accessory structures and free-standing signs, so that
the location of accessory structures and free-standing signs does not impede safe and efficient traffic
flow.

(d) Public comments concerning proposed driveways received pursuant to Section 9-
3.7.2(a) of this Chapter. (97-O-75), 10/14/97).

9-3.7.4 Site plan approval

(a) If the Site Plan Review Committee approves a site plan, a building permit or a
driveway permit may then be issued, provided that all other requirements of all other applicable
village codes and ordinances are satisfied. (97-O-75, 10/14/97).

(b) If the Site Plan Review Committee does not approve a site plan, the applicant may
appeal the Committee’s decision to the Village Board of Trustees. A notice of appeal must be filed
with the Director of Community Development no later than 15 days after receipt by the applicant of
the decision of the Site Plan Review Committee. A failure by an applicant to file an appeal in
accordance with the foregoing provisions shall be deemed to constitute a withdrawal by the
applicant of the application for a building permit.

(c) The Board of Trustees shall act as promptly as practicable on any appeal taken in
connection with the proposed site plan. The Board of Trustees shall approve or disapprove the site
plan by action taken by a majority of the Board of Trustees present at any meeting at which a
quorum is present. If the Board of Trustees approves the site plan, a building permit may then be
issued, provided that all other requirements of all other applicable village codes and ordinances are
satisfied.

9-3.7.5 Relationship of site plan review to the Zoning Ordinance

The procedures prescribed by this ordinance are not intended to be a substitute for any
procedures required under the Zoning Ordinance of the Village of Wilmette. If a proposed site plan
involves the granting of a special use permit or a variation from the requirements of the Zoning
Ordinance, the Site Plan Review Committee may review the plan in advance of the zoning
proceedings and may make findings on the assumption that the special use permit or variation will
be granted. However, such findings shall not constitute a position by the village of by any
employee of the village in support of the petitioner’s application for a special use permit or a
variation in any proceedings before the Zoning Board of Appeals. The report of the Site Plan
Review Committee in such cases shall be submitted to the Board of Trustees concurrently with the
report of the Zoning Board of Appeals. (81-0-40, 12/1/81; 83-0-67, 11/1/83)
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APPENDIX B

CHAPTER 15 OF THE WILMETTE VILLAGE CODE: PLANNING & PLATTING

15-1 Comprehensive Plan

A Comprehensive Plan for the Village shall be prepared by the Plan Commission as
authorized in Section 2-17.1.3 of this code under the supervision of the Director of Community
Development. (68-O-18; 72-O-3, 1/18/72)

15-2 Subdivision Requirements

It shall be unlawful to erect any building for habitation in the Village except in compliance
with the following subdivision requirements.

Subdivision Defined

"Subdivision" when used in this section means:

(a) A subdivision of unsubdivided land either improved or unimproved.

(b) A re-subdivision of an unimproved land.

(c) A subdivision or re-subdivision of areas subject to re-development.

(d) Any change or rearrangement in the boundary or division lines of any lot or parcel
of real estate from any public thoroughfare, also any division of any existing parcel or tract of real
estate into two or more parcels or tracts.

Plat Requirement

Any owner of land within the corporate limits of the Village of Wilmette who wishes to
subdivide the same, as defined above, or who wishes to dedicate all or a portion thereof for streets,
alleys or other public use, shall first submit to the President and Board of Trustees a plat thereof in
duplicate, and a filing fee to be determined by the Village Board. (83-O-37, 7/19/83; 98-O-01,
1/26/98)

Where a proposed subdivision borders or includes any public waters in which the State of
Illinois has property rights or interests, two additional prints of the plat shall be furnished for
forwarding to the State of Illinois, Department of Public Works and Buildings, Division of
Waterways, for review and approval as to the boundary lines between private and public property
rights and interest.
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The plat shall be drawn to a scale of not less than 100 feet to one inch with north sign and
shall particularly describe and set forth:

(a) Name: The name of the proposed subdivision.

(b) Legal description: The legal description of the property, including the section,
township and range.

(c) Streets: The width of roads and streets and their names, the full width of streets
bounding the proposed subdivision with their names and the width and names of intersecting streets
in the property immediately adjacent thereto.

(d) Municipal boundaries: Municipal boundary and all corporate boundary lines within
or adjacent to the proposed subdivision.

(e) Lots and blocks: The dimensions of lots and blocks, the square foot area of each lot
and a number or letter on each lot and block.

(f) Dimensions: All necessary dimensions, both linear and angular. Linear dimensions
in feet and decimals of feet and all deflection angles, radii, arcs and interior angles of all corners
along the property line or each street.

(g) Dedications of lands for public use: A statement of dedication properly conveying
all lands dedicated for such public uses as streets, roadways, alleys, parks or any other public use.

(h) Certificates: A certificate of title certifying the ownership of the lands, together with
all proper certificates, seals and signatures as required by law.

(i) Building lines: Building lines indicating the setback of buildings from street lines,
which building lines shall be not less than required by the zoning ordinance and Master Street Plan
ordinance of the village in force at the time the subdivision is made.

(j) Survey stakes: Survey stakes or survey monuments, together with property ties.

15-2.3 Requirements for subdividing, general

The following requirements shall apply to every subdivision of land hereafter made in the
village:

(a) Street widths:

(1) There shall be dedicated for street purposes such portions of the subdivision
as are necessary to supply the subdivision’s portion of any streets required
by the Master Street Plan or, if that plan does not apply, then there shall be
dedicated for street purposes such portions of the subdivision as are
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necessary to supply the subdivision’s portion of any streets which are
necessary to adequately serve the subdivision and the needs of the area in
which it is located. In no event shall any street when completely dedicated
be less than 60 feet in width.

(2) Dead end streets shall terminate in an open space (preferably circular) having
a minimum radius of 60 feet.

(b) Alleys: Where alleys are provided they shall be not less than 20 feet in width.

(c) Easements: Where no alleys are provided easements not less than 6 feet wide shall
be provided for any or all public utilities with access to all lots.

(d) Zoning & Consistency with Surrounding Neighborhood: All lots shall conform to
the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance of the Village in force at the time the subdivision is made
and shall be consistent with the density and the existing pattern of development in the surrounding
neighborhood. For purposes of this section, “neighborhood” shall mean that area delineated in the
Neighborhood Area Map, incorporated by reference in this section as if fully set forth herein, within
which the property proposed to be subdivided is located. “Neighborhood Area Map” means the
Neighborhood Area Map approved by the Board of Trustees as well as any amendments adopted
thereto. (93-O-88, 11/23/98)

No proposed subdivision or resubdivision of property in a residential zoning district shall
result in one or more lots having side lot lines abutting rear lot lines. Where the property that is the
subject of a proposed subdivision or resubdivision in a residential zoning district has, prior to the
proposed subdivision or resubdivision, a front lot line adjoining a public street, then lots in the
proposed subdivision or resubdivision shall have front lot lines adjoining the same public street.

Each lot in a proposed subdivision or resubdivision in a residential zoning district shall be
substantially rectangular in shape, unless the contours of an adjacent street or previously established
lot render such shape impractical. A lot whose relationship to one or more adjacent lots is such as to
form an "L" shape is considered inconsistent with the foregoing requirement and shall not be
included in any residential subdivision or resubdivision. (79-0-4, 3/6/79; 88-O-37, 8/2/88)

15-2.4 Public Improvements

In addition to the requirements set forth in Section 15-2.3, the following requirements for
public improvements shall also apply to every subdivision of land hereafter made in the village:

(a) Streets: All dedicated streets abutting upon or within subdivided properties shall be
provided by the subdivider, at his own expense, with roadways having a minimum width face to
face of curb sufficient to adequately serve the subdivision and the needs of the area in which it is
located. In no event shall a roadway be less than 27 feet in width. The roadway shall consist of one
of the following types at the option of the subdivided or developer:
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(1) A Portland cement reinforced concrete pavement not less than seven inches
in thickness, or

(2) Eight inches of thoroughly compacted gravel, waterbound macadam, soil-
cement or the equivalent as a base with a wearing course of four inch
vitrified paving brick, or

(3) Eight inches of thoroughly compacted waterbound macadam base with not
less than 2-1/2 inches bituminous concrete wearing surface.

(b) Curb: All streets abutting upon subdivided properties where the subdivider is
required to pave, under this chapter, must be provided with concrete rolled curb and gutter or
conform with contiguous types. Minimum grades for curb and gutter shall be twenty-five
hundredths percent. Depressed curbs at intersection crosswalks shall be added.

(c) Alleys: All alleys shall be improved with a Portland cement reinforced concrete
pavement or equivalent thereof with a minimum thickness of 6 inches and a minimum width of two
feet less than the width of the dedication.

(d) Sidewalks: Sidewalks must be provided for on both sides of each street at the
property line throughout the entire subdivision. Sidewalks must be constructed of one course
Portland cement concrete, or the equivalent thereof, with broom finish, and shall be not less than 5
inches in thickness and not less than 5 feet in width.

(e) Water mains: The water system of the Village of Wilmette shall be extended for and
throughout the entire subdivision in such a manner that every lot in such subdivision may be
serviced by means of a house connection within its own frontage. Water mains shall be not less
than six inches internal diameter and valves of a make in conformity with those being generally
used in the village shall be installed in 48 inch valve vaults constructed of 6 inch concrete block or
reinforced pre-cast concrete. The valves will be so placed that in the event of any single break it
will not be necessary to shut down more than 800 feet of water main. Water mains shall be
connected to the existing water system in such a way that the system will be circulating.

(f) Fire hydrants: Fire hydrants shall be installed throughout the entire subdivision so
that they will be located at intervals of not exceeding 400 feet throughout the subdivision. All fire
hydrants shall have a six inch barrel and shall be provided with two 2-1/2 inch hose connections and
with an auxiliary valve. Fire hydrants shall be of a type in conformity with those being generally
used in the village.

(g) Sanitary sewer: A complete system of sanitary sewers shall be constructed for and
throughout the entire subdivision in such a manner that every lot in such subdivision may be
serviced by means of a house connection within its own frontage. The location of sewer access
vaults shall be as determined by the Village Engineer.

Before a permanent type of roadway is constructed, house service stubs are to be installed
extending outside of the paved area.
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Where a public sanitary sewer capable of serving the subdivision is located within one-
quarter of a mile of any part of the subdivision, the subdivider shall connect with such sanitary
sewer and provide adequate sewer lines accessible to each lot.

Where a public sanitary sewer capable of serving the subdivision is not located within one-
quarter of a mile of any part of the subdivision, but plans for installation of sanitary sewers in the
vicinity of the subdivision and capable of serving it have been prepared by the Village and approved
by the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, the subdivider shall install
sewers in conformity with such plan, although a connection to an existing main may not be
immediately practicable.

(h) Storm sewer: In any subdivision of land hereafter made in that portion of the
Village of Wilmette lying west of Ridge Road, there shall be constructed a storm sewer system for
and throughout the entire subdivision, which shall be separate and independent of the sanitary sewer
system. Sewer access vaults shall be constructed at intervals determined by the Village Engineer
and catch basins shall be connected to the storm sewer only at such sewer access vaults.

Before a permanent type of roadway is constructed, house service stubs are to be installed
extending outside of the paved area.

The design of storm and sanitary sewer systems shall be in conformity to general practice
within the village and shall be subject to the approval of the Village Engineer.

(i) Street lights: A street light system for and throughout the entire subdivision shall be
connected to the nearest power supply with a time switch approved by the power company. Street
light standards shall be of a type approved by the Village Engineer.

15-2.5 Plat referred to Plan Commission

The Site Plan Review Committee shall review the plat and make a recommendation to the
Plan Commission. The Village Engineer shall confer with the subdivider and prepare estimates of
cost of all public improvements as required by this chapter.

15-2.5.1 Hearing; Notices

The Plan Commission shall hold a public hearing or hearings on each proposed subdivision.
Notices of the public hearing shall be given as follows:

The applicant shall notify by written notices of the hearing all persons to whom the
current real estate tax bills are sent, as shown on the records of the County Assessor, for all
lots any part of which lie within 250 feet of the boundaries of the subject property, not
excluding streets and alleys, as well as all occupants of such lots. All such notices shall be
provided to the applicant by the Director of Community Development and shall show the
number assigned to the application (if any), the date, time, and place of the public hearing,
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and the nature of the application being considered at the hearing. All such notices shall be
delivered not less than 15 days nor more than 30 days in advance of the scheduled hearing
date. For the purposes of this Section, the term "occupant" shall include occupants of all
residential, business, and institutional properties.

Such notices shall be delivered by hand or by mail. Any notice which is delivered by
hand shall be given as follows:

(1) in the case of a natural person, to the person entitled to the notice or a member of
that person’s household over the age of 13;

(2) in the case of a corporation, to any officer or registered agent; and

(3) in the case of a partnership, to any general partner.

Any notice that is delivered by mail to an owner of a property shall be sent to the
person’s last known address with United States Postal Service delivery confirmation or by
certified or registered mail, postage pre-paid and return receipt requested.

Any notice that is mailed to an occupant may be sent by first-class mail addressed
simply to "Occupant" at the appropriate address, without the actual name of the occupant
being specified.

Notices delivered by mail shall be deemed to have been given when deposited in the
U.S. Mail.

The applicant shall file a sworn affidavit containing a complete list of names and last
known addresses of the persons entitled to notice and served, and the method thereof.
Such affidavit shall be filed with the Secretary of the Plan Commission not less than 10
days in advance of the hearing, exclusive of the date of the hearing itself.

(b) Service by publication. The Secretary of the Plan Commission shall cause a
notice of time, place and purpose of such hearing to be published in a newspaper of
general circulation within the Village of Wilmette not more than 30 days nor less than 15
days in advance of such hearing.

(c) Service by posting. The Secretary of the Plan Commission shall cause a notice
to be posted on the property which is proposed for subdivision, showing the case number
assigned, the date, time and place of the hearing and the change or relief sought, not more
than 30 days nor less than 15 days prior to the public hearing and posted as follows:

(1) On an unimproved lot - placed not more than 15 feet from the front lot line and
not less than 4 feet nor more than 6 feet from the ground level and placed in
such a manner as to be visible from the public way.

(2) On an improved lot - placed near the front or main entrance door of the
improvement so as to be visible from the public way.
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(d) Additional service. Supplemental or additional notice may be distributed,
published or posted as the Plan Commission may, by rule, prescribe from time to time.

(2) All such notices shall be in writing and shall give the number, if any,
assigned to the application, the place and purpose of such hearing, and the
date and time thereof. All such notices shall be given not more than 30 days
nor less than 15 days in advance of such hearing. Notices may be hand
delivered or sent by mail. Notices which are hand delivered shall be handed:
to the person entitled to notice or a member of the person’s immediate
family, over the age of 13, in the case of a natural person; to any officer or
registered agent in the case of a corporation; and to any general partner in the
case of a partnership. Notices which are sent by mail shall be sent by
certified or registered mail, properly addressed with postage affixed thereon,
with a return receipt requested. Notices sent by mail in such manner shall be
deemed to have been given when deposited in the U.S. mail. The applicant
shall file a sworn affidavit containing a complete list of names and last
known addresses of the persons entitled to notice and served, and the method
thereof. Such affidavit shall be filed with the Secretary of the Plan
Commission not less than 10 days in advance of the hearing, exclusive of the
date of the hearing itself.

(b) Service by Publication: The Secretary of the Plan Commission shall cause a notice
of time, place and purpose of such hearing to be published in a newspaper of general circulation
within the Village of Wilmette not more than 30 days nor less than 15 days in advance of such
hearing.

(c) Service by Posting: The Secretary of the Plan Commission shall cause a notice to be
posted on the property which is proposed for subdivision, showing the case number assigned, the
date, time and place of the hearing and the change or relief sought, not more than 30 days nor less
than 15 days prior to the public hearing and posted as follows:

(1) On an unimproved lot - place not more than 15 feet from the front lot line
and not less than 4 feet nor more than 6 feet from the ground level and
placed in such a manner as to be visible from the public way.

(2) On an improved lot - placed near the front or main entrance door of the
improvement so as to be visible from the public way.

(d) Additional Notice Supplemental or additional notice may be distributed, published
or posted as the Plan Commission may by rule, prescribe from time to time. (82-0-36, 9/7/82)

15-2.5.2 Hearing; Plans on file

The Plan Commission shall have jurisdiction to conduct hearings on proposed subdivisions
when all notices required by this section have been given and when the application for a proposed
subdivision, together with such plans and data as will indicate with particularity the nature of the
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subdivision requested as specified by the Plan Commission, have been on file for public inspection
for a period of not less than 15 days in advance of the hearing. (83-0-70, 11/15/83)

15-2.6 Plan Commission procedure with plat

The Plan Commission shall approve or disapprove the plat. However, if a plat is not
satisfactory as originally presented, the Plan Commission may cause the subdivider to make
changes as may be required by the commission. Upon approval of the plat by the commission, one
copy thereof shall be retained by the subdivider and the other copy retained by the commission and
forwarded as hereinafter provided.

When the commission has approved the plat it shall transmit it to the President and Board of
Trustees with a report of any changes. The commission shall also transmit to the President and
Board of Trustees such information concerning the plat as the commission deems necessary,
together with the recommendations of the commission.

If the Board of Trustees concurs in the recommendations of the commission it shall give
tentative approval of the plat pending the receipt of the following supporting documents supplied by
the subdivider:

(a) A grading plat and profiles approved by the Village Engineer, showing the existing
center line elevations of all streets and alleys in the proposed subdivision and the center line
elevations of the proposed pavement. Elevations shall be referred to village datum. Profiles shall
be drawn to a horizontal scale of 50 feet to the inch, and a vertical scale of 5 feet to the inch.

(b) Statements signed by the subdivider setting forth the public improvements proposed
to be made in the subdivision, per section 15-2.4, together with plans and specifications prepared by
a registered professional engineer and agreeing to make said improvements at the applicants own
expense within the time limit fixed by the Board of Trustees.

(c) A statement of approval signed by the Village Engineer certifying that the
improvements described in the subdivider’s statement meet the minimum requirements of this
chapter and giving an estimate of cost of such improvements, including cost of engineering and
inspection.

(d) A duly executed corporate surety company performance bond posted with the
village by the subdivider in an amount equal to the Village Engineer’s estimate of cost of
improvements and certified by the Corporation Counsel as valid and enforceable by the village,
securing the satisfactory completion of all public improvements in strict accordance with the
description, plans and specifications submitted by the subdivider and approved by the Plan
Commission.

(e) The stamp of the County Clerk on the plat showing that all taxes and special
assessments due on the property to be subdivided have been paid.
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(f) The stamp of the Village Treasurer on the plat showing that all special assessments
due on the property to be subdivided have been paid.

The final plat, together with all of the aforesaid supporting documents to be supplied by the
subdivider, shall be submitted to the Board of Trustees within one year from the date the plat was
given tentative approval by the Board. (69-0-15, 4/15/69)

15-2.7 Inspection fees; Inspection of improvement

Prior to commencing the construction of roadways or alleys pursuant to this chapter, there
shall be paid to the Village an inspection fee in an amount approved by the Village Board.

All materials and each part or detail of the work shall be subject at all times to inspection by
the Village Engineer and the subdivider will be held strictly to the true intent of the specifications in
regard to quality of materials, workmanship, and the diligent execution of the improvement. Such
inspection may include mill, plant, or shop inspection, and any material furnished under these
specifications is subject to such inspection. The Village Engineer or his representatives shall be
allowed access to all parts of the work, and shall be furnished with such information and assistance
by the subdivider as is required to make a complete and detailed inspection.

All work which has been rejected or condemned by the Village Engineer shall be remedied
by the subdivider, at the subdivider’s sole expense, in a manner acceptable to the Village Engineer.
Upon failure on the part of the subdivider to comply promptly with any order of the Village
Engineer made under the provisions of this chapter the Village Engineer shall, after giving written
notice to the subdivider, have the authority to cause defective work to be remedied. The subdivider
shall be liable to the Village for any costs incurred pursuant to this section.

It is the intent of this chapter that first-class materials shall be used throughout the work, and
that they shall be incorporated in such a manner as to produce completed construction which is
acceptable in every detail to the Village Engineer.

15-2.8 Final approval by the Board of Trustees

When the Board of Trustees is satisfied with the final plat and with all improvements,
conditions and documents pertaining to the subdivision platted thereon, the Board of Trustees shall
by resolution approve the plat and authorize the proper officials of the village to sign the plat for an
in the name of the Village of Wilmette. The approval shall be attested by the Village Clerk and the
corporate seal placed thereon.

15-2.9 Plat Recorded

The final plat shall be recorded in the Recorder’s Office of Cook County and two copies of
the recorded document filed with the Village Clerk with the fee the responsibility of the subdivider.
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15-2.10 Building Permits

No building permit shall be issued to erect a structure on unsubdivided property within the
Village until such property has been subdivided in compliance with this chapter. No building
permit shall be issued to erect a structure on any subdivided property within the village which is
being resubdivided until the plat of resubdivision has been approved and recorded.

15-2.11 Variations

The Plan Commission may recommend approval of variations from the requirements of this
chapter in specific cases which do not affect the general plan, intent or the spirit of this chapter. All
such variations shall be communicated to the Board of Trustees in writing with the reasons therefor
and shall be subject to final approval by the Board of Trustees. Any proposed variation which fails
to receive the approval of a majority of the Plan Commission shall not be adopted, except by the
favorable vote of two-thirds of all of the elected members of the Board of Trustees; and any
proposed variation which receives the approval of the Plan Commission may be denied by a
majority vote of the Board of Trustees.

15-2.12 Annexation Plats

Any request for annexation shall be referred to the Plan Commission. Notice of public
hearing shall be given as provided in Section 15-2.5.1 of this chapter. Petitioners for annexation
shall include a plat, drawn to scale of not less than 100’ to one inch with a north sign and shall set
forth particularly the items listed in Section 15-2.2(a) through (j) and shall also include a $500 fee.
The Plan Commission shall have jurisdiction to conduct the hearing of the proposed annexation.
The Commission shall recommend approval or disapproval. If the Village Board approves the
annexation, an ordinance and copy of the plat of annexation will be filed with the Cook County
Recorder. (93-O-01, 1/26/93).
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Expansion…………………………………………… 7.2.1 245

Nonconforming lots,
Development prohibited …………………………….. 7.4.1 247
Variations to allow development ……………………. 7.4.2 248

Notices,
Letters of interpretation……………………………… 4.1.3 45
Public hearings………………………………………. 4.8.1 70

Nursing homes,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 27
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 86

“OR” Office-Research District,
Development standards,

Appearance Review process….. See “Appearance Review certificate”
Floor area ratio limit………………………… 5.14.4 166
Height limit………………………………….. 5.14.4 166
Lot requirements…………………………….. 5.14.4 166
Yard requirements…………………………… 5.14.4 166

Permitted uses……………………………………….. 5.14.2 165
Sign standards……………………………………….. See “Signs”
Special uses………………………………………….. 5.14.3 165

Obstructions of public rights-of-way………………………………… 6.1.5 188

Offices,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 27
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Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 87

Outdoor business activities ………………………………………….. 6.4.17 229

Outdoor lighting,
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 193
Standards……………………………………………. 6.4.4 220

Outdoor seating for restaurants,
Standards……………………………………………. 6.4.18 230
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 87

Outdoor storage,
Boats………………………………………………… 6.4.8 223
Construction materials………………………………. 6.4.10 224
Disabled or damaged motor vehicles………………… 6.4.10 224
Refuse or junk ………………………………………. 6.4.10 224
Trailers………………………………………………. 6.4.8 223
Trucks……………………………………………….. 6.4.8 223

“PCD-1” Planned Commercial Development Business District,
Development standards,

Floor area ratio limit………………………… 5.11.4 155
Height limit………………………………….. 5.11.4 155
Lot requirements…………………………….. 5.11.4 154
Yard requirements…………………………… 5.11.4 154

Permitted uses……………………………………….. 5.11.2 153
Sign standards……………………… 9.20, Article 9 Appendix A 295, 309
Special uses …………………………………………. 5.11.3 153

“PCD-2” Planned Commercial Development Business District,
Development standards,

Floor area ratio limit………………………… 5.12.4 159
Height limit …………………………………. 5.12.4 159
Lot requirements…………………………….. 5.12.4 159
Yard requirements…………………………… 5.12.4 159

Permitted uses……………………………………….. 5.12.2 157
Sign standards……………………… 9.20, Article 9 Appendix B 295, 325
Special uses………………………………………….. 5.12.3 157

“PCD-3” Planned Commercial Development Business District,
Development standards,

Floor area ratio limit………………………… 5.13.4 163
Height limit………………………………….. 5.13.4 163
Lot requirements…………………………….. 5.13.4 162
Yard requirements…………………………… 5.13.4 162
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Permitted uses……………………………………….. 5.13.2 161
Sign standards……………………… 9.20, Article 9 Appendix C 295, 335
Special uses………………………………………….. 5.13.3 161

Parking lots, on separate lots,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 28
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 87

Parking, off-street,
Buffer requirements…………………………………. 6.2.7 206
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 193
Design of parking areas……………………………… 6.2.6 199
Location of parking spaces ………………………….. 6.2.4 196
Maintenance ………………………………………… 6.2.6 199
Number of spaces required ………………………….. 6.2.2 195
Shared parking facilities……………………………… 6.2.3 196
Size of required spaces and aisles…………………… 6.2.5 197

Parks,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 28
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 86

Part-day child care facilities,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 12
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 86

Patios,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 28
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 194

Pedestrian walkways, encroaching into required yards……………… 6.1.2 193

Pergolas,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 28
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 193

Permitted uses,
Approval procedures………………………………… 4.2.1 50
By district …………………………………………… 5.1.2 85

Personal service establishments,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 28
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 87

Personal Wireless Telecommunication Facilities,
Definition and purpose ……………………………… 6.6.1 239
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Permitted placement ………………………………… 6.6.2 239
Prohibited placement………………………………… 6.6.3 242
Nonconformities…………………………………….. 6.6.4 242

Places of worship, where permitted …………………………………. 5.1.2 86

Planned Unit Development,
Final development plan………………………………. 5.15.8 174
Minimum size………………………………………... 5.15.3 167
Permitted districts……………………………………. 5.15.2 167
Permitted uses……………………………………….. 5.15.5 168
Procedure for review………………………………… 5.15.6 168
Purpose………………………………………………. 5.15.1 167
Standards of review………………………………….. 5.15.9 178

Plan Commission,
Powers and duties…………………………………… 3.3.1 41
Review of proposed amendments to the

Comprehensive Plan………………………… 4.6.3 65

Playground equipment, encroaching into required yards…………….. 6.1.2 193

Playgrounds,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 28
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 86

Playhouses, encroaching into required yards………………………… 6.1.2 193

Porches,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 29
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 193

Post offices,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 29
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 86

Powers and duties,
Appearance Review Commission…………………… 3.4.1 41
Board of Trustees……………………………………. 3.1.1 37
Department of Community Development…………… 3.5.1 43
Plan Commission……………………………………. 3.3.1 41
Zoning Board of Appeals……………………………. 3.2.1 37

Protest petitions, rezonings…………………………………………… 4.5.7 64

Public utility service uses,
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Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 29
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 86

“R” Single-Family Residence District,
Development standards,

Floor area ratio limit………………………… 5.2.4 93
Height limit …………………………………. 5.2.4 92
Lot requirements ……………………………. 5.2.4 92
Yard requirements…………………………… 5.2.4 92

Permitted uses……………………………………….. 5.2.2 89
Special uses …………………………………………. 5.2.3 90

“R1” Single-Family Residence District,
Development standards,

Floor area ratio limit………………………… 5.3.4 101
Height limit………………………………….. 5.3.4 100
Lot requirements…………………………….. 5.3.4 100
Yard requirements…………………………… 5.3.4 100

Permitted uses……………………………………….. 5.3.2 97
Special uses………………………………………….. 5.3.3 98

“R2” Townhouse Residence District,
Appearance Review process………… See “Appearance Review certificate”
Development standards,

Floor area ratio limit………………………… 5.4.4 108
Height limit………………………………….. 5.4.4 108
Lot requirements ……………………………. 5.4.4 107
Yard requirements…………………………… 5.4.4 107

Permitted uses……………………………………….. 5.4.2 105
Special uses………………………………………….. 5.4.3 106

“R3” Multi-Family Residence District,
Appearance Review process…………. See “Appearance Review certificate”
Development standards,

Floor area ratio limit………………………… 5.5.4 120
Height limit………………………………….. 5.5.4 120
Lot requirements…………………………….. 5.5.4 119
Yard requirements…………………………… 5.5.4 119

Permitted uses……………………………………….. 5.5.2 115
Special uses………………………………………….. 5.5.3 116

“R4” Multi-Family Residence District,
Appearance Review process………… See “Appearance Review certificate”
Development standards,

Floor area ratio limit………………………… 5.6.4 128
Height limit………………………………….. 5.6.4 128
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Lot requirements…………………………….. 5.6.4 127
Yard requirements…………………………… 5.6.4 128

Permitted uses……………………………………….. 5.6.2 125
Special uses………………………………………….. 5.6.3 126

Radioactive materials………………………………………………… 6.3.5 211

Rain gutters, encroaching into required yards………………………… 6.1.2 192

Recreation centers,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 29
Where permitted……………………………………… 5.1.2 86

Refuse container storage areas………………………………………. 6.4.16 229

Relation to other ordinances…………………………………………. 1.1.7 4

Research laboratories,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 30
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 87

Restaurants ………………………………………………………. See “Food service uses”

Retaining walls...……………………………………………………. See “Walls, retaining”

Rezonings ……………………………………………………….. See “Amendments”

Satellite dish antennas,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 30
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 193
Standards……………………………………………. 6.4.12 225

Schools,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 30
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 86

Schools, Boarding,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 30
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 86

Schools, Trade,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 30
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 87

Setbacks required……………………………………………………. See “Yards”

Separability of provisions of ordinance……………………………… 1.1.6 4
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Sheds, encroaching into required yards……………………………… 6.1.2 193

Shopping centers,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 30
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 87

Signs,
Appearance Review process………………………… 4.9 74
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 193
Exempt ……………………………………………… 9.5.1 261
Illumination standards……………………………….. 9.16 287
Permits required……………………………………... 9.3.1, 9.20 255, 295
Permitted ……………………………………………. 9.9.1 269
Prohibited …………………………………………… 9.4.1 259
Standards,

General……………………………………… 9.1 251
Edens Plaza…………………. Article 9 Appendix B 325
Plaza del Lago………………. Article 9 Appendix A 309
West Lake Plaza…………….. Article 9 Appendix C 335

Variation standards…………………………………... 9.18.3 291

Sills, encroaching into required yards ……………………………….. 6.1.2 193

Spas and related equipment,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 30
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 193
Standards……………………………………………. 6.4.14 227

Special uses,
Alterations to approved special uses………………… 4.3.9 56
Application requirements……………………………. 4.3.3 52
By district …………………………………………… 5.1.2 85
Effect of approval or denial …………………………. 4.3.8 55
General standards……………………………………. 4.3.6 53
General standards for local government units……….. 4.10.3 81
Review by Board of Trustees ……………………….. 4.3.7 55
Review by Zoning Board of Appeals………………... 4.3.5 53
Where variation required……………………………. 4.3.10 57

Steps, encroaching into required yards………………………………. 6.1.2 193

Storage and distribution establishments,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 31
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 87

Subdivision plat approval, timing of………………………………… 4.8.3 73
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Swimming pools and related equipment,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 32
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 193
Standards……………………………………………. 6.4.14 227

Taxicab fleet yards,
Defined…………………….…………………………. 2.1.3 32
Where permitted……………………………………… 5.1.2 87

Temporary uses and structures,
Approval by the Board of Trustees………………….. 6.5.3 236
Approval by the Director of Community Development 6.5.2 235
Temporary use or structure permit ………………….. 4.1.5 47

Tennis courts, encroaching into required yards……………………… 6.1.2 194

Tents,
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 194
Standards……………………………………………. 6.4.9 224

Terraces,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 32
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 194

Text amendments……………………………………………………. See “Amendments”

Theaters, where permitted…………………………………………… 5.1.2 87

Townhouses,
Appearance Review process………………………… 4.9.2 74
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 32
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 86

Toxic materials ……………………………………………………… 6.3.5 211

Trade schools ………………………………………………………. See “Schools, Trade”

Trailers,
Construction trailers, temporary …………………….. 6.5.3 236
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 32
Outdoor storage of…………………………………... 6.4.8 223

Transition rules, from old ordinance to this ordinance………………. 1.1.4 2

Trellises,
Defined………………………………………………. 2.1.3 32
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Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 194
Standards……………………………………………. 6.4.3 216

Two-Unit dwelling……………………………………………… See “Dwelling – Two-Unit”

Utility distribution lines……………………………………………… 6.4.11 224

“VC” Village Center Business District,
Development standards,

Appearance Review process… See “Appearance Review certificate”
Floor area ratio limits………………………... 5.8.4 143
Height limit………………………………….. 5.8.4 143
Lot requirements…………………………….. 5.8.4 143
Yard requirements…………………………… 5.8.4 143

Permitted uses……………………………………….. 5.8.2 139
Sign standards……………………………………….. See “Signs”
Special uses………………………………………….. 5.8.3 140

Variations,
Effect of approval or denial………………………….. 4.4.7 60
Filing of application…………………………………. 4.4.2 57
Review by Board of Trustees………………………… 4.4.6 60
Review by Zoning Board of Appeals………………… 4.4.4 58
Standards for granting,

Nonconforming vacant lots………………….. 7.4.2 248
Fences……………………………………….. 6.4.3 216
General……………………………………… 4.4.5 59
Local government units……………………… 4.10.4 81

Vehicle sales, rental and service establishments,
Defined……………………………………………… 2.1.3 33
Where permitted…………………………………….. 5.1.2 87

Vehicle storage,
Outdoor storage of…………………………………… 6.4.8 223

Vending machines…………………………………………………… 6.4.17 229

Vibration ……………………………………………………… 6.3.3 210

Village Board of Trustees…………………………………………… See “Board of Trustees”

Violations of ordinance,
Remedies and procedures……………………………. 8.1.2 249
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Walls,
Defined………………………………………………. 2.1.3 33
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 194

Walls, retaining,
Defined………………………………………………. 2.1.3 34
Encroaching into required yards …………………….. 6.1.2 194

Yards, required,
Defined,

Combined side yard…………………………. 2.1.3 34
Established front yard, commercial………….. 2.1.3 34
Established front yard, residential…………….. 2.1.3 34
Front yard…………………………………… 2.1.3 34
Side yard…………………………………….. 2.1.3 34
Rear yard ……………………………………. 2.1.3 34

Encroachments allowed……………………………… 6.1.2 192
For individual districts………………………. See individual zoning districts
Summarized…………………………………………. 6.1.1 185

Zoning Board of Appeals,
Hearings conducted by subpanels…………………… 3.2.4 39
Membership…………………………………………. 3.2.2 38
Powers and duties…………………………………… 3.2.1 37
Procedures…………………………………………… 3.2.3 38
Review of administrative appeals……………………. 4.7.7 69
Review of special uses………………………………. 4.3.1 51
Review of variations………………………………… 4.4.1 57

Zoning District Map,
Effect as part of ordinance…………………………… 1.1.5 4
Interpretation of……………………………………… 2.1.2 5


