When it Rains, Wilmette Floods
Seeking Relief from the Village’s
Stormwater Management Challenges

Wilmette homeowners west of Ridge Road face significant
challenges when rain storms overwhelm our community.
When sewers reach full capacity, stormwater floods
streets, parks, yards, and homes.

Homes impacted

• As many as 1,300 homes in west Wilmette are
susceptible to flooding during the most intense
rain events.
• Rain storms, or even threats of major storms,
become a source of significant anxiety and stress
for homeowners.
• The worst storms leave as much as three feet of
standing water on streets for as long as 17 hours,
presenting challenges to motorists, school buses
and first responder vehicles.

Streets impassable and cars damaged

• According to local rainfall data, storms have
become more frequent and intense over the last
several years.
Residents in our community face challenges that require
further investment in our aging stormwater management
system. Inside this newsletter you can learn more about
the improvements under consideration which aim to:
• deliver meaningful relief from overland flooding
to neighborhoods in west Wilmette,
• significantly reduce both the depth and duration
of flooding, and

Standing water renders entire
neighborhoods inaccessible

• improve the efficiency and performance of the
entire system.

Basements and
personal property ruined

Visit www.WilmetteStormWater.com For More Information

Three options to improve stormwater management and
alleviate flooding in west Wilmette: A comparison
The Village Board is considering three projects that will deliver varying levels of flood protection to neighborhoods
west of Ridge Road. It is the Village’s goal to provide factual, objective information about the options under
consideration so residents are well informed and better equipped to ask questions and provide input.

1

SEWER EXPANSION

The Sewer Expansion option protects the largest numbers of homes and properties from flooding and is also the
costliest option. It involves the installation of 8.3 miles of new storm sewer that would convey water to the Village’s
pumping station. This option will eliminate structural flooding for 95% of the flood-prone homes west of Ridge Road in
significant rain events. Other benefits include reduced flood depths and duration during more intense storms, fewer
sanitary sewer backups (as a result of better stormwater management) and reduction in property damage caused by
standing water. Installing the new pipe would also have the most intensive impacts on heavily travelled Wilmette roads
during the installation of large storm sewer pipes, which could take up to five years (or longer if phased in over time).
Projected Flood Inundation Areas With Improvements

Benefits:
• 95% reduction in vulnerable structures
(approximately 295 homes protected) in significant
rain events
• 97% reduction in vulnerable properties
(approximately 1,226 properties protected) in
significant rain events
Estimated cost: $80-$95 million (2017 dollars) /
Up to $108M (inflationary)
Estimated sewer bill increase for the average
Wilmette household: $487 per year

2

SEWER EXPANSION AND NEIGHBORHOOD STORAGE HYBRID

This option protects the second largest number of homes and properties from flooding compared to options one and
three. It is also the second costliest option compared to the others. Option 2 incorporates components of the
expansion and storage options. It improves stormwater conveyance and reduces flooding in southwest Wilmette
through construction of 5.4 miles of new storm sewer and reduces flooding in the Kenilworth Gardens neighborhood
through construction of detention storage under Thornwood Park. Another benefit of Option 2 is that the conveyance
(new pipe) and detention storage could be built at the same time.

Benefits:

Projected Flood Inundation Areas With Improvements

• 81% reduction in vulnerable structures
(approximately 253 homes protected) in significant
rain events
• 79% reduction in vulnerable properties
(approximately 997 properties protected) in
significant rain events
Estimated cost: $70-$80 million (2017 dollars) /
Up to $91M (inflationary)
Estimated sewer bill increase for the average
Wilmette household: $416 per year

Visit www.WilmetteStormWater.com For More Information

3

NEIGHBORHOOD STORAGE

The Neighborhood Storage option protects the fewest numbers of homes from flooding and is also the least expensive
of the three options. It involves the construction of neighborhood stormwater storage facilities beneath Thornwood
Park, Hibbard Park and Centennial Park. The storage option also includes 3.3 miles of new storm sewer to help
convey stormwater to the three storage areas. It is slightly less effective than the expanded sewer and hybrid options
because it primarily benefits the neighborhoods directly served by the proposed storage areas. A benefit of this option
is that there is significant flexibility in how it is constructed. All three storage areas could be built over the course of two
to three years, or they could be phased in over a longer period.
Projected Flood Inundation Areas With Improvements

Benefits:
• 71% reduction in vulnerable structures
(approximately 220 homes protected) in significant
rain events
• 67% reduction in vulnerable properties
(approximately 855 properties protected) in
significant rain events
Estimated cost: $48-55 million (2017 dollars) /
Up to $61M (inflationary)
Estimated sewer bill increase for the average
Wilmette household: $260 per year

X

WHAT IF THE VILLAGE DECIDES NOT TO PROCEED WITH
ANY OF THESE PROJECTS?

Providing a basic level of flood protection is a core
service of the Village along with maintaining and
investing in other types of infrastructure that enhances
the quality of life for all Wilmette residents. Based on
hydraulic analysis performed by two independent
engineering firms, the Village has reached the
conclusion that there are no more effective or affordable
engineering solutions to provide flood relief west of
Ridge Road than those currently under consideration.
If none of the three projects are selected, the existing
conditions will remain and homes and streets will
continue to flood during many rain events. The Village
would then look to solutions which may incrementally
improve the situation over time, but will provide little to
no flood relief during most rain events.

Existing Flood Inundation Areas During Significant Rain Events

DEFINITION:

Significant Rain Event = A 10-year storm which has a 10% chance of
occurring in any given year; this is 2.86 inches of rain in 3 hours

Visit www.WilmetteStormWater.com For More Information
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Determining a Path Forward with Your Help
The Village takes seriously its task of addressing
infrastructure challenges that impact the quality of life of
Wilmette residents. We are ever-mindful that making
these improvements will require a financial commitment
from residents and that any investment needs to be
done prudently and responsibly.

Stormwater Improvements Website

The Village has been working with engineering firms
since 2013 to identify the best solutions that can deliver
relief to residents effectively and affordably. Now, we
need your input, ideas and participation as we prepare
to make a final decision on a path forward.

Online Community Engagement Platform

The Village of Wilmette is committed to transparency,
professionalism, and citizen engagement. As we
embark on the final phase of the decision-making
process for storm sewer improvements west of Ridge
Road, we will adhere to these values now more
than ever.

The Village launched a website that will serve as
residents’ “one stop shop” for all matters related to
stormwater improvements. Residents can visit that site
at www.wilmettestormwater.com.

The Village has unveiled an online community forum for
transparent, meaningful and productive interactions
between residents and Village staff regarding the
proposed improvements. Visit the site and participate
at: wilmette.mindmixer.com

Anticipated Decision Date – April 17th
The Village Board anticipates that it will make a final
decision regarding stormwater improvements at its April
17th meeting scheduled for 7:00pm at Village Hall.
Residents will have ample opportunities to learn more
about the issue and provide input about stormwater
improvements in the weeks and months to come.

Open Houses
The Village will be hosting two open houses for
residents to review the options being considered and
ask questions of Village staff and project engineers.
The open houses are scheduled for the following dates
and times:

• Thursday, February 8th from 4:00pm – 8:00pm
at Village Hall
• Tuesday, March 13th from 4:00pm – 7:00pm
at Village Hall

Visit www.WilmetteStormWater.com For More Information

