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Wilmette Public Library’s 2019 One Book program 

 features Rosellen Brown’s historical novel,  

The Lake on Fire 

 

 

Community members are invited to delve into 1890’s Chicago this spring as the Library 

features Rosellen Brown’s new novel The Lake on Fire for the 14th annual One Book, 

Everybody Reads program. Ms. Brown will discuss her book on May 5 at 2:00 pm. at Wilmette 

Junior High School, 620 Locust Road. A book signing will follow Ms. Brown’s presentation, with 

books available for sale on site, courtesy of The Book Stall. 

One Book is the library’s annual community reading and book discussion program, 

funded by the Friends of the Wilmette Public Library. Each year, the library invites the 

community to read a selected book and participate in various programs and performances 

designed to encourage conversations around the book and its themes.  The program culminates 

when the author visits Wilmette to discuss his or her work. Hundreds of local residents take part 

in the program each spring.  

As in past years, a series of events related to the book and its themes will take place in 

the spring, and information on those programs will be available in the near future. In the 

meantime, the Library holds multiple print and electronic copies of The Lake on Fire, which 

patrons are invited to check out. 

The Lake on Fire is an epic and evocative narrative that focuses on the lives of Jewish 

immigrant siblings Chaya and Asher after they move to industrialized Chicago from rural 

Wisconsin. Against the backdrop of the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition and through the 



glitter of Chicago’s Gilded Age and a tumultuous social landscape, the novel examines family, 

love, revolution, and social class and remarkably resonates with today’s current events. 

The book has garnered great acclaim since its publication in October, receiving starred 

reviews from Booklist, Kirkus Reviews, and Publishers Weekly. According to Booklist, “Brown 

imaginatively, compassionately, and spellbindingly dramatizes timeless questions of survival 

and social conscience.” Kirkus called the book, “a transporting drama of class and love, steeped 

in period feeling, written with beauty and conviction,” and Publishers Weekly called it a “stellar, 

evocative novel.” 

In her review of the book in the New York Times, author Amy Bloom wrote, “Rosellen 

Brown has a great ear, a great eye, a great love of the painful twists and turns that happen in a 

human life and the big twists and turns of American history. She lays out these gifts in The Lake 

on Fire, her first overtly “historical” novel and her first novel in 18 years.”  

Author Meg Wolitzer wrote that The Lake on Fire “is not only a brilliant coming-of-age-in-

the Gilded-Age story, as well as an engrossing sibling story, but (it) is also a keen exploration of 

ideas around heroism, making one’s way in the world, and the tensions between material 

comforts and the persistent desire to be of use. Vivid and rich, Rosellen Brown’s book swept me 

in and held me there.”  

The Chicago Tribune summed up its review by noting that “for all of its sensate qualities, 

Brown’s story is finally a love story, which is to say a timeless story about why and how and at 

what cost we take care of one another.” 

For more information about this spring’s One Book, Everybody Reads program, visit 

www.wilmettelibrary.info/onebook or call (847) 256-6930. 
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