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George Pearce Named Human Relations Commission’s Person of the Year 

Recipient 
 

On Monday, November 28th the Wilmette Human Relations Commission named George 
Pearce as the recipient of the 2016 Human Relations Commission (HRC) Person of the 
Year award. The annual award is presented to a person who has made a significant 
contribution to the Wilmette community. The award is designed to promote the purpose 
of the Commission by honoring an individual who initiates, implements, participates in, or 
otherwise engages in an activity or lifestyle which reflects the values of the Commission 
to an extent that is exemplary. 
 
Gerry Smith, Chair of the HRC, who presented the award to Mr. Pearce on behalf of the 
Commission, stated that “Mr. Pearce is a well-deserved recipient whose contributions to 
the Wilmette Community exemplify what the Commission aims to represent and promote.” 
Mr. Pearce’s contributions to Wilmette include serving in the following official roles: Village 
Trustee, Zoning Board of Appeals member, and Chair of the Board of Fire and Police 
Commissioners. Furthermore, Mr. Pearce has bettered the community as a volunteer for 
numerous local groups including: District 39 Education Foundation, Rotary Club, the 
Metra Citizens Advisory Board, and many more for over 30 years. Mr. Pearce was 
nominated by Russell Pelton who described Mr. Pearce’s contributions as having “a 
positive impact on the arts, youth sports, local government, our schools, our religious 
community and our social lives for three decades.”  
 
Mr. Pearce accepted the award alongside his wife Mary “It is a true honor to receive this 
recognition from the Wilmette Human Relations Commission.  I have always felt that it is 
easy to be a volunteer in the Wilmette community because of the wonderful people you 
meet.  Thank you to the commission for consistently working to maintain and improve the 
quality of life experienced in our village.” 
 
The Human Relations Commission is a citizen group that is responsible for promoting 
community involvement and volunteering to maintain and enhance the quality of life within 
the Village of Wilmette. The Commission sponsors human relations events throughout 
the year aimed at providing an opportunity for all residents to celebrate the community’s 
ethnic and cultural diversity.  
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