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Wilmette Welcomes Wayfair to Edens Plaza 
Redevelopment of Edens Plaza will revitalize the Village’s 

Premier Shopping Center 

 
 
WILMETTE, IL. — The Village of Wilmette announced today an exciting plan to reinvent 
Edens Plaza. WS Development, a Massachusetts-based privately held developer, is 
purchasing Edens Plaza and has executed a lease with Wayfair for over 152,000 square 
feet of retail space, located at the northwest corner of Lake Avenue and Skokie Boulevard, 
just off I-94, the Edens Expressway. This development would fill the vacant two-story 
building formerly home to Carson Pirie Scott. 
 
The Edens Plaza location will be the first to feature this brand-new retail concept for 
Wayfair, with plans for opening in mid-2023. Wayfair is a Boston-based e-commerce 
retailer and one of the world’s largest destinations for the home. With a vast assortment 
and a sophisticated supply chain network that enables fast, seamless delivery, the store 
experience will seek to inspire guests while supporting their journey in finding tailored 
solutions for all of their home needs.  
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Founded in 1990, WS Development is a retail-led, mixed use developer with properties 
that range from cutting-edge urban spaces to lifestyle and community destinations. They 
are one of the country’s largest privately-owned development firms with over 20 million 
square feet under management and an additional seven million square feet under 
development. Their strong relationships with national, regional, and local retailers will help 
restore Edens Plaza to its rightful place as a vibrant regional destination.  

“Filling this strategic space has been a long-standing economic development priority of 
the Village Board, and we are thrilled that WS Development and Wayfair will help to re-
invigorate Edens Plaza,” Village President Senta Plunkett said, “This is an incredibly 
exciting opportunity for our community and I am happy to welcome WS Development and 
Wayfair to Wilmette.” 
 
WS Development plans to revitalize the shopping center with Wayfair at the core of this 
effort. The former Carson’s space, which has been vacant for four years, will be 
transformed into the new Wayfair space and WS Development plans to invest in modern 
facade updates and landscape upgrades.  

“It’s a privilege to have the opportunity to bring a first-to-market experience to the 
community of Wilmette in Wayfair and to help steward the evolution of a place that’s 
served the community so well and for so long. We look forward to working with the Village 
to position Edens Plaza for its next chapter,” said Dick Marks, Vice Chairman and Partner 
at WS Development. 
 
WS Development and Wayfair will be presenting their initial concept to the Village Board 
at the January 11, 2022 Village Board Meeting.  

The redevelopment of Edens Plaza has been a major focus of the Village Board over the 
past several years and attracting quality business partners has been part of the Village of 
Wilmette’s economic development strategy to fill vacant sites with new and exciting 
businesses. The Village had been working closely with Newport Capital Partners who 
purchased the center in 2019, a Chicago based real estate investment management firm 
that specializes in the acquisition and management of community retail shopping centers, 
and looks forward to this new partnership with WS Development. This development will 
increase shopping opportunities for Wilmette residents, drive new customers to the 
center, update the area’s appearance, increase the Village’s tax base, and stimulate 
future development.  
 
For more information on WS Development, visit wsdevelopment.com. For more 
information on Wayfair, visit aboutwayfair.com. For more information on the Village of 
Wilmette, visit wilmette.com. 
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