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Election Day is Tuesday, April 4
Three Village Board Offices on the Ballot
The Consolidated Election will be held on Tuesday, April 4. 
The Village has three Village Board offices on the ballot for 
Village Trustee. All three Village Trustee offices are four-year 
terms. The following candidates’ names will appear on the 
ballot in the order presented. 

Village Trustee (vote for 3)
• Gerald “Gerry” Smith 
• Stephen M. Leonard
• Gina Kennedy
• John L. Kolleng 

Voting Resources
Visit the Cook County Clerk’s website for information on 
voting hours, voter registration, early voting, absentee ballots, 
secure drop boxes, polling locations, precincts, and more: 
Cookcountyclerk.com/agency/elections or 312-603-0906.

Get Your 2023 Vehicle Stickers
Mark your calendar for March 1 to 
renew your annual vehicle sticker with 
the Village! All vehicles registered 
with the Illinois Secretary of State with 
a Wilmette address must display an 
updated sticker. Sale of stickers begins 
March 1 and must be displayed by April 
15 to avoid a citation and late fee. 
Stickers purchased after May 15 include a late fee equal 
to the purchase price of the sticker. There are three ways 
to purchase vehicle stickers:

• Online at wilmette.com/finance/vehicle-stickers 
(Vehicle ID is near the barcode on the renewal)

• In person at Village Hall
• By mail for vehicles currently registered 

The costs range from $80 for a passenger vehicle to 
$95 for other vehicles. Motorcycle tags are $25. Senior 
citizens (ages 65 and older) who meet the annual HUD 
income guidelines are eligible for a $10 discount (limit 
one per senior citizen). The revenue generated from the 
sale of vehicle stickers is used to maintain the Village’s 
infrastructure, including streets, alleys, and curbs.

If you do not receive a renewal form by March 15 and 
would like to make an online purchase, please contact 
Finance at 847-251-2700 or at www.wilmette.com.

Key Dates:
• March 7: In-Person voter registration deadline
• March 19:  Online voter registration deadline
• March 20-April 3: Early voting (can register onsite) 
• March 30: Last day to request a mail ballot
• April 4: Mail ballot return deadline and Election Day

http://www.wilmette.com
http://www.Cookcountyclerk.com/agency/elections
http://www.wilmette.com/finance/vehicle-stickers
http://www.wilmette.com


Message from the Village President

Economic Development
2023 is set to be a year of major 
progress and grand openings in 
Wilmette’s shopping districts. 
Construction of the multi-use Optima 
Verdana building continues and is 
expected to open later this year. 
WS Development, our partner in 
preserving the vibrancy of Wilmette’s 
cornerstone retail centers, is breaking 
ground with Wayfair at Edens 
Plaza, and façade, landscaping and 
circulation improvements will be 
underway soon at Plaza del Lago. 

The Comprehensive Planning process 
continues to advance, which will 
help to guide future growth and 
development. Following the discussion 
with the Village Board last October, 
the next phase is to review goals and 
objectives with the Village’s various 
boards and commissions. A draft plan 
is expected in mid-2023. 

2023 Budget
Last December, the Village Board 
adopted a 0.56% reduction in the 
Village’s tax levy – the first property 
tax reduction in 30 years. Property 
taxes are one component of the 
Village’s $95.6 million balanced 
budget. The budget funds public safety, 
road improvements, refuse collection, 
snow plowing, safe drinking water, and 
stormwater infrastructure, as well as 
the Village staff who provide a high-
level of service to our community. 
Our diligent financial stewardship is 
exemplified by the Village’s Aaa bond 
rating, the highest possible rating a 
municipality can achieve.

Infrastructure
I am thrilled to share that there are 
three projects scheduled in 2023 to 
enhance bicycling and pedestrian 
mobility throughout town. Additionally, 
the Village’s 2023 Road Program 
includes redesigning the Lake and 
Skokie intersection to improve safety 
for pedestrians and drivers alike. Read 
more about these projects on page 5. 

Come downtown and check out 
the progress on the construction of 
Ouilmette Way, the multi-modal alley 
between 12th Street and Wilmette 
Avenue.  The brick pavement has been 
replaced, and the pedestrian walkway 
with decorative lighting has been 
installed.  Gateway signage is coming 
soon, along with additional pedestrian 
and landscaping improvements.  
The new alley walkway includes 
engraved brick pavers purchased by 
individuals in support of the Village’s 
Sesquicentennial Celebration.

Sustainability
As the ground begins to thaw, 
I encourage residents to think 
sustainably while gardening this 
spring. Try planting a native garden 
to attract pollinators, consider 
alternatives to pesticides, and get a 
free tree for your property (see page 4 
for details).  

The Village’s Environmental and 
Energy Commission is focused on 
education and programs to help 
residents make more sustainable 
choices. One of these programs, 
Community Solar, which you can read 
more about on page 11, helps to 
promote solar energy and may save 
you money on your electric bill! 

I’m also pleased to announce the 
hiring of a new Sustainability 
Coordinator. This position was made 
possible through a partnership with 
the Park District, Library, School 
District #39, and New Trier Township. 
I am so excited to begin working with 
our community partners to become a 
more sustainable community!!

Public Safety 
After many months of review and 
planning, the Village will be installing 
an automated license plate reader 
system (ALPR) and body-worn cameras 
for use by our Police Department. 
These tools will allow our Police 
Department to continue to provide 
high-quality public safety services 

while meeting high professional 
standards. The Police Department has 
also been working with our community 
partners to expand public education 
campaigns for firearm safety and social 
services. Our Department has been 
continuously accredited since 1986, 
which puts us in the exclusive top 5% 
of law enforcement agencies in the 
country who have attained this gold 
standard in public safety. 

2023 Events
After the success of so many 
fantastic celebrations during our 
Sesquicentennial, I can’t wait for 
our first Art Fair on August 5 and 6. 
Attendees can enjoy a bite to eat while 
perusing artwork, chatting with artists, 
and watching live demonstrations. 
I’m also looking forward to another 
wonderful season of the “Music on the 
Green” summer concert series. More 
details to come about these  fantastic 
and free events!

2023 Election
Remember to vote in the Consolidated 
Election on April 4! Three Village 
Trustee seats are on the ballot, as well 
as seats for other local governments. 
More information including key voter 
deadlines can be found on page 1. 
Your vote shapes our community. I urge 
all of you to learn about the various 
candidates and please vote this spring.

Thank you to all that help make our 
community a great place to work and 
live. Please feel free to reach out to 
me, the Village Board or Village Staff 
to share your thoughts and ideas.
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I hope that you and your family enjoyed a wonderful holiday season and wish 
you all a happy 2023. As we look towards the spring, I want to share some of the 
exciting news happening throughout the Village. 



Ready Set Wilmette -  
Comprehensive Plan
Towards the end of 2022, the comprehensive plan team 
held a workshop with the Village Board to review draft 
goals and objectives, which outline the topics and 
preliminary recommendations to be considered as part 
of the comprehensive plan. The presentation and draft 
document can be viewed at www.readysetwilmette.com.

Following the in-depth discussion and guidance from 
the Village Board, the project team will now review goals 
and objectives with Village Boards and Commissions. 
Using input from these bodies along with findings 
from community engagement, the team will prepare 
a draft comprehensive plan in early 2023 for further 
consideration by the community and Village officials. 

The www.readysetwilmette.com website is a great way to 
stay connected. Please subscribe for email updates on the 
project website, so you don’t miss a beat on this evolving 
discussion of Wilmette’s future.

Historic Preservation Awards

Wilmette Art Fair
The Village is excited to announce the 
Wilmette Art Fair. Mark your calendars 
for August 5 and 6 in downtown 
Wilmette for this new and exciting 
festival. This free event will include 
public art demonstrations, booth chats, 

live music, great food, and activities for kids. We look 
forward to a wonderful family event. Check the Village 
website for updates and information. 

Do you know a resident who is a 
leader in advancing stewardship 
of a historic treasure in Wilmette? 
Nominate them for the Village of 
Wilmette Historic Preservation 
Commission’s Annual Historic 
Preservation Awards!

Nominations are open to residential, commercial, public, 
and religious buildings as well as landscapes within the 
Village. Nomination categories include:
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• Stewardship
• Restoration
• Rehabilitation

The nominated sites will be judged by a panel of 
preservation professionals and the winners will 
be honored at a special award ceremony in May 
co-sponsored by the Wilmette Historical Museum. 
Nomination forms and information on the categories are 
available online and at Village Hall. Nominations must 
be submitted by March 31, 2023. For more information, 
please contact Kate McManus at 847-853-7522 or 
mcmanusk@wilmette.com.

• Sensitive Addition
• Streetscape Compatibility
• Landscape Conservation

Welcome New Businesses 
The Village welcomes its newest businesses and thanks them for choosing Wilmette. Please 
remember to visit these and other Wilmette businesses while shopping. Did you know that 2% 
of almost every dollar you spend at Wilmette retailers goes directly back to the community?  By 
supporting our businesses and buying locally, your sales tax dollars help pay for things like 
streetscape improvements, summer concerts and village services.

Cycle Bar 
116 Skokie Blvd. 
www.cyclebar.com
High-intensity, low-impact, full-body 
indoor cycling workout.

Ichi 
3217 Lake Ave. 
Japanese comfort food on-the-go, 
inspired by Torino Ramen, coming soon.

Chia Leah 
3217 Lake Ave. 
www.chialeah.com 
Bakery offering clean snacks and treats.

Palmisano & Moltz 
3201 Old Glenview Rd. 
www.pllegal.com  
Business and legal advice in real estate 
transactions.

Chicago Speech Therapy 
3201 Old Glenview Rd.  
www.chicagospeechtherapy.com  
Pediatric therapy.

Enclave 
1100 Central Ave. 
www.enclavecoworking.com 
Coworking and shared office space.

http://www.readysetwwilmette.com
http://www.readysetwilmette.com
mailto:mcmanusk@wilmette.com
http://www.cyclebar.com
http://www.chialeah.com
http://www.pllegal.com
http://www.chicagospeechtherapy.com
http://www.enclavecoworking.com


Don’t Forget your Building Permit
Get a jump start on your spring and summer projects and apply 
for a building permit. 

To help protect the property owner, neighbors, and the 
Village, permits and inspections are required for most 
projects. Inspections are required for most projects that 
require a permit and ensure that the work on your home 
has been completed to code. It is the owner’s responsibility 
to make sure that necessary permits have been granted 
and inspections are scheduled and successfully passed. 
One tip: ask your contractor(s) to provide proof of passed 
inspections before making a final payout.

As the Village seeks to close out projects, homeowners may 
receive a courtesy letter from the village reminding you 
that inspections or re-inspections for an issued permit have 
not been completed. For more information about building 
permits and inspections, see our website at www.wilmette.
com/permits or call Community Development at 847-853-
7550.

Affordable Housing 
Opportunities  
in Wilmette
Community Partners for Affordable Housing (CPAH), a 
non-profit affordable housing organization, is partnering 
with the Village of Wilmette to provide affordable housing 
opportunities in the community!

As part of the Optima development, there was a $1.6 
million donation to provide affordable housing in the 
community through a variety of purchase, rental, and 
other assistance programs, with a goal of 14 permanently 
affordable homes throughout Wilmette. CPAH has started 
selling and renting homes, and the single-family homes are 
part of a Community Land Trust (CLT) program that allows 
homeowners to build wealth through homeownership while 
at the same time keeping the home permanently affordable. 

Buyers must be qualified for the program by CPAH. Income 
and asset limits and other program rules apply. If you are 
interested in purchasing an affordable home, please visit 
www.cpahousing.org/class-registration/ to register for a 
required information session via Zoom. Questions? Contact 
CPAH at 847-263-7478 ext. 15 or rshakya@cpahousing.org.

Looking forward, the Village has funds allocated for the 
development of a housing plan in 2023 that will help to 
outline the specific housing needs of our community.

Are you considering adding a tree to your landscape to 
improve the aesthetics, environmental functionality, and 
value of your property?  If so, the Village of Wilmette 
is proud to announce a Private Tree Planting Incentive 
Program!  The intent is to increase tree canopy cover 
and species diversity in the Village, while improving our 
environment, contributing to our health and welfare, and 
enhancing the beauty and appeal of the Village.  

The program will run from March through November and 
includes up to a $500 reimbursement, or two trees, for 
pre-approved trees planted on private property.  More 
information as well as instructions on how to apply will 
be available at wilmette.com/engineering-public-works/
forestry/tree-planting/.

For any questions regarding this program or tree 
preservation requirements please contact Village Forester/
Tree Preservation Officer Joe Hansen at 847-853-7622 or 
hansenj@wilmette.com.

Is Your Lawn Sprinkler System in 
Compliance?
The State of Illinois requires that cross connection 
control devices (CCCDs) be installed on all lawn sprinkler 
systems, swimming pools, spas and fixtures that connect 
to the water supply. These devices protect our drinking 
water by preventing contaminated water from flowing 
back into the Village’s water supply. CCCDs must be tested 
and certified annually to ensure that they are working 
properly before they’re used each season.

The Village has partnered with BSI Online to assist with 
the administration of this program and to accept test 
report submittals from a licensed CCCD testing contractor 
directly through the online system. 

Visit www.bsionlinetracking.com to access a list of 
licensed CCCD testing contractors in the area and check 
backflow test report status. For more information, 
contact BSI Online at bsionline@backflow.com or 800-
414-4990. Residents may also contact Andy Lazar at the 
Village of Wilmette Water Meter Department at lazara@
wilmette.com or 847-853-7537. Visit wilmette.com/water-
management/cross-connection-control.
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Tree Planting Incentive Program
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Master Bike and Active Transportation 
Plan Implementation Underway

The Master Bike and 
Active Transportation 
Plan (MBATP) began 
development in 2016 
with the formation of 

the Master Bike Plan Advisory Group and concluded 
with approval of the Plan by the Village Board in 
February 2021. The MBATP includes comprehensive 
network recommendations to improve bicycle and 
pedestrian mobility throughout the Village.  In March 
2022, the Transportation Commission approved 
an implementation plan including the following 
improvements for the first year of the program.

• Bike Improvements: Greenleaf Ave. (from Poplar to 
4th Street); Poplar Ave. (from Isabella to Greenleaf); 
Park Ave. (from Central to Gregory); and Washington 
Ave. (from Ridge to Hunter)

• Pedestrian Improvements: Sheridan Road (various 
crossings)

• Bike & Pedestrian Improvements: Ridge Road 
(Village limits to Elmwood); and Wilmette Ave./
Glenview Road (Village limits to Ridge)

For more information on walking and biking 
in Wilmette, including information on future 
Transportation Commission meetings, visit the project 
webpage at www.wilmette.com/engineering-public-
works/walking-and-biking-in-wilmette/.

Skokie Blvd. and Lake Ave. Intersection 
Improvements
Improvements to the 
Lake Avenue and Skokie 
Boulevard intersection 
are coming in the summer 
of 2023. This project 
will be completed in 
conjunction with IDOT 
and Cook County. The 
intersection experiences a high number of vehicular 
accidents and is a safety concern for pedestrians.  
Safety will be improved by eliminating corner islands 
and by providing tighter corner radii in the northeast 
and southwest corners, which will aid in slowing 
down traffic and create safer crossing conditions 
for pedestrians. In addition, the crosswalks will 
be relocated to locations that reduce the crossing 
distances. The project scope also includes watermain 
rehabilitation, new traffic signals and asphalt 
resurfacing of Lake Avenue from Lavergne Avenue 
to Hibbard Road. For more information visit: www.
wilmette.com/skokie-and-lake/.

Water Service Inventory
Delivering safe and high-quality drinking water to over 
150,000 residents and businesses is core to the Village’s 
operation. In alignment with that mission, the Village 
adheres to all state and federal regulations including 
the requirement that the Village perform a water 
service line material inventory by 2024.

The Village continues the collection of service line 
information and encourages all residents to fill out 
the Water Service Line Inventory survey including the 
submission of photos to the Village to help in this 
effort. The inventory will be used to develop a long-
term lead service replacement program. 

Water service line materials used 
throughout Wilmette include copper, 
galvanized pipe, and lead. For 
helpful information on identifying 
water service types and submitting 
a survey, please visit www.wilmette.
com/waterservice/.

Start Planning Now for Spring Rains!
Does your yard flood during heavy rain? A rain garden 
may be an effective way to sustainably manage 
stormwater runoff on your property. Incentives are 
available for residents interested in pursuing green 
infrastructure projects like rain gardens, and now is the 
time to plan for spring 
construction. For more 
information about the 
Village’s Stormwater 
Incentive Program 
visit www.wilmette.
com/swip.
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Wilmette Avenue Road Resurfacing 
Coming Soon 

The Village received a 
federal grant to fund the 
resurfacing of Wilmette 
Avenue from Ridge Road to 
Green Bay Road.  The project 
is planned to begin in May 
and be completed in August.  
The general scope of work 

includes pavement resurfacing, intermittent concrete 
curb and sidewalk replacement, minor utility structure 
repairs, pavement marking, and parkway restoration.  
Residents impacted by the project will receive notices 
throughout the construction process.  

https://www.wilmette.com/skokie-and-lake/
https://www.wilmette.com/skokie-and-lake/
http://www.wilmette.com/waterservice/
http://www.wilmette.com/waterservice/
http://www.wilmette.com/swip
http://www.wilmette.com/swip


For more information on upcoming events, visit 
www.wilmettehistory.org or call 847-853-7666.

Vehicle Stickers  
Available

1MAR

Online Voter  
Registration Deadline

19MAR

Historic Preservation Award 
Nominations Due

31MAR

Consolidated Election

4APR

Children/Family Program
Meet the Lincolns!
Sunday, February 19
2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Members free, $10/family non-members
Register on the museum website or call us!

Families, join us at the Museum this 
Presidents Day weekend for an afternoon 
with Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln. 
We will learn about President Lincoln’s 
experience growing up in a log cabin, 
why he wears that tall 
hat, what makes Mrs. 
Lincoln’s dress stand 
out like that, and what 
it means to be a good 
citizen. We will also 
enjoy a variety of fun 
activities that help us 
learn more about the 
Presidents. We hope to 
see you there!

Lecture
Morris “Dino” Robinson
Sunday, March 12 
2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Members free, $5/person non-members

The Museum welcomes speaker Morris 
“Dino” Robinson, founder of Evanston’s 
Shorefront Legacy Center. Established 
in 1995, Shorefront is the North Shore’s 
only community archive for Black history 
and provides many resources and stories 
surrounding the experiences of people of 
color on the North Shore.

Family Program
Open House
Sunday, May 7
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Come to the Museum’s annual Open House 
and explore our historic building! Kids can 
get “locked up” in the jail cell downstairs 
and families can enjoy a variety of fun 
activities together.

Retirement of Long-Serving Museum Director
Kathy Hussey-Arntson retired on January 12 as 
the Director of the Wilmette Historical Museum 
after 29 years of leadership. Kathy began as the 
director of the Museum in 1993 and has overseen 
a team of staff and volunteers, an 11,000 
square foot museum, 7,000  annual visitors, and 
over 22,000 items in the collections. Kathy’s 
efforts have helped to expand local historical 
knowledge, to continue the collection and 
preservation of artifacts, and to provide a cultural 
and educational experience for the community. 
Kathy also oversaw the relocation and expansion of the museum at its 
current home, the former Gross Point Village Hall (609 Ridge Road).

Kathy’s contributions to the preservation of Wilmette’s legacy are 
evident from her 2012 book, Images of America: Wilmette and her key 
contributions as part of the Village’s Sesquicentennial Committee. 
Kathy’s ability to share the experiences of this community has allowed 
for a greater appreciation of where Wilmette has been and where it may 
go in the future. 

For more information on the Wilmette History Museum, visit 
wilmettehistory.org.

Police Department and Historical 
Museum Open Houses
Sunday, May 7,  
from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
The entire family will have fun at the Police 
Department Open House. Take a tour of the 
Police Department, see the lock-up, and get 
your mug shot taken (please bring your own 
camera). Exhibits include crime prevention 
tables, police squad cars and other public 
safety vehicles, and a free hot dog, bag of 
chips and water. Don’t forget to walk across 
the street to the Historical Museum’s Open 
House. The Museum will provide short 
tours of Wilmette’s past and there will be 
interactive exhibits and activities to bring 
history to life. 
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Police and Museum  
Open House

7MAY

Memorial Day  
Offices Closed, Refuse Pickup Delayed

31MAY

Gas Leaf Blower  
Prohibition Starts

15MAY

Paperless Billing
Skip the post office, save a stamp, and streamline payments by signing up for paperless billing! The 
Village offers online bill pay services for parking tickets, quarterly utility bills, vehicle stickers and 
certain permit fees. Getting started is simple - just follow the Village's instructions to register your 
online account, link your utility account and view bills, pay online and sign up for direct debit for 
utility bills. Visit the Village's website for more information. 

Follow the Village! 
Want to know the latest news from 
the Village? Sign up for the Village’s 
weekly e-newsletter and follow 
the Village on Twitter, Facebook 
and Nextdoor for 
regular updates on 
happenings around 
Wilmette! wilmette.
com/connect

Don’t Blow the Leaves – Leave Them!
While noise is the most common concern with gas powered leaf blowers, 
did you know this equipment erodes natural habitats and produces harmful 
levels of air pollution? Leaf blowers blast insects, habitat, and soil at 
hurricane-force winds (up to 220 mph), affecting birds and beneficial insects 
like butterflies and pollinators. The use of leaf blowers eliminates habitat, 
harms soil health, and leads to erosion and stormwater runoff. These gas-
powered tools also produce emissions including hazardous pollutants. 

But why leaf blow or rake when you can leave the leaves altogether? This 
spring, wait until later in the season to begin your yard cleanup to give 
sufficient time for beneficial insects to emerge from winter hibernation. In 
the autumn, rake leaves into your garden beds or mulch fallen leaves and 
mix with other yard waste to create a rich compost for next year.

Yard Waste & Composting Program
Yard waste and compost collection begins on Monday, April 3 and runs 
through the last full week of November. Yard waste and compost is collected 
on the same day as your regular trash and recycling. 

Yard waste bags, bundles, and toters must be affixed 
with Village Yard Waste stickers. Stickers are $2.25 
each and available for purchase online and at Village 
Hall, Chalet Nursery, Millen Hardware, and both 
Wilmette Jewel Food Store locations. 

Residents with yard waste toters can also compost food 
scraps like fruits, vegetables, eggshells, and coffee 
grounds. Visit the Village website for more information 
or contact Public Works at 847-853-7500 or pubworks@
wilmette.com.

Deadline to Display 2023 
Vehicle Sticker

15APR
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Leaf Blower Regulations
To reduce noise and air pollution, homeowners and 
residential landscapers are prohibited from using 
gas powered leaf blowers from May 15 through 
September 30. If you utilize a landscaping service, please remind them of 
the leaf blower regulations. Please be a good neighbor and help prevent 
pollution.

Join our Team!Join our Team!

The Village of Wilmette is always 
seeking talented and service-
oriented people to join our team 
and assist us in providing the very 
best service to our community. There 
are current opportunities for full-
time careers, part-time and seasonal 
work, and internships. To check out 
open positions visit www.wilmette.
com/government/employment-
opportunities.

mailto:pubworks@wilmette.com
mailto:pubworks@wilmette.com
http://www.wilmette.com/government/employment-opportunities
http://www.wilmette.com/government/employment-opportunities
http://www.wilmette.com/government/employment-opportunities


What You Need to Know about the 2023 Budget
The annual budget is the Village’s most important 
document as it directs spending and investments in 
alignment with the Village Board’s established priorities 
and policies. Creating the budget is an all-encompassing 
process that incorporates feedback from residents, 
business owners, elected officials, staff and other key 
stakeholders. To that extent, the Village is pleased to 
present this 2023 Fiscal Year Budget, which continues to 
maintain the Village’s strong financial position.

The Village is in a strong financial position heading 
into 2023. The Village continues to improve and expand 
services to our residents while minimizing tax and 
fee increases. A strong financial position enables the 
Village to mitigate the impact of its operations on 
taxpayers to an extent not seen in decades. For 2023, 
the Village is reducing the tax levy for the first time 
in over 30 years. The Village’s operating budgets are 
balanced and reserves are being drawn down for facility 
and technology upgrades, infrastructure improvements, 
capital equipment, and to reduce pension liabilities.

2022 SERVICE STATS
Responded to 
nearly 23,000 
public safety calls 
for service

4.51 miles 
of roadway 
improvements 

Neighborhood
Storage Project
substantially
completed

Over 
280,000 
unique 
website 
visits 

Top Budget Takeaways:
1. Reduction of the property tax levy for first time in 

over 30 years.
2. No tax or fee increases.
3. We practice fiscal responsibility by leveraging 

technology, practicing good governance and 
investing wisely in infrastructure improvements. 

4. The Village receives revenue from many sources, 
including property taxes, sewer and water fees, 
grants and the state.

5. The Village maintains a Aaa bond rating (the highest 
rating possible), which allows us to invest in the 
future and bond for capital investments with lower 
interest rates.

6. The Village continues to maintain or enhance all 
Village services.

The single largest source of General Fund revenue is the 
real estate property tax. While other revenue sources 
are subject to the condition of the national and regional 
economies, property taxes are a stable revenue source for 
the Village. In 2023, the Village’s share will decrease by 
.56% for the first time in over 30 years. 

Each year, the Village Board aims to limit the rate of 
growth in the general operating portion of the tax levy 
as much as possible. Other portions of the levy, such as 
required pension contributions and pre-existing debt 
service, cannot be reduced. 

The Property Tax Levy

General Fund Expenditure Takeaways

Police & Fire

45%

 Engineering & 
Public Works

37%

Finance, 
Admin., Other

18%

Your Property Tax Dollar

School District #39
School District #203

Cook County & Other
Wilmette Park District
Wilmette Public Library

Village of Wilmette

$0.38 $0.26 $0.15 $.05 $.04 $0.12

Permits & Licenses  
6%

Utility, Income  
& Other Taxes 

13%

Water/Sewer/  
Stormwater  

Charges
26%

Sales Taxes 
11%

Other  
8%

Total Operating 
Revenues 

$66.9 million

Refuse & Other  
Service Charges 

6%

Property Taxes
31%

Where does the Village’s revenue come from?

The Village of Wilmette is strategically investing in capital 
improvements with a significant focus on improving our 
road and stormwater systems. This budget allocates $7.4 
million towards roads, sidewalks and alleys. This budget 
allocates $9.0 million towards sewer and stormwater 
improvements.

Total Planned Investment: $19.34 million

Water Rate: $2.75/unit

Sewer Rate: $4.40/unit

Avg. Stormwater Fee: $215

Refuse Fee:$23.75/month

Vehicle Sticker Fee: $80
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• 988 Suicide & Crisis Line 
(formerly known as the 
National Suicide Hotline)

• Crisis Text Line: Text 10-8 or SCRUBS to 
741747 for help

• National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
Cook County North Suburban 
 ○ Education, Support, Advocacy

 ▪ Phone: (847) 716-2252
 ▪ Location: 8324 Skokie Blvd, Skokie
 ▪ NAMI IL: (800) 346-4572
 ▪ NAMI National Helpline: (800) 950-6264 

Website:  Home - NAMI CCNS - NAMI CCNS - 
Chicagoland Mental Health  
(www.namiccns.org/)

• Josselyn Center
 ○ The Living Room – open to anyone who is 

experiencing an emotional or mental health crisis.  
 ▪ Hours:  M-Th 9am – 7pm; F 9a, - 4pm;  

Sa 9am -2pm.  
 ▪ Location:  1779 Maple Ave, Northfield

LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT SERVICES
WILMETTE POLICE DEPARTMENT

• Turning Point
 ○ Crisis Line: (847) 933-0051 

(available 24/7)
 ○ The Living Room: crisis 

intervention services  for 
adults 
 ▪ Hours: 12pm – 8pm 

daily
 ▪ Phone: (847) 933-9202
 ▪ Location:  8324 Skokie 

Blvd, Skokie
 ○ Mobile Crisis Response Team: 

Turning Point can dispatch a team of two people 
to where the crisis is occurring or at the Living 
Room. Teams consist of a crisis counselor and 
engagement specialist (limited staff in this new 
program at this time).
 ▪ Hours:  24/7
 ▪ Phone: (847) 933-9202
 ▪ Location:  8324 Skokie Blvd, Skokie

• Haven Youth and Family
 ○ Crisis Intervention: 24-hour emergency housing for 

youth 11-17 years old, in crisis.
 ▪ Hours: 24/7
 ▪ Phone: (847) 251-6630

 ○ Counseling services for youth
 ▪ Phone: (847) 251-6630
 ▪ Location:  825 Green Bay Rd, Ste 200, Wilmette

• Family Service Center
 ○ Counseling Services:  all ages

 ▪ Phone: (847) 251-7350
 ▪ Location: 191 Waukegan Rd, Ste 206, Northfield 

• Evanston Hospital Mental Health  
Crisis Line
 ○ Phone: (847) 570-2500 press 2 to page crisis 

worker

• Village of Wilmette Police Counselor
 ○ Nellie Aron, MS, LCPC  

847-853-7566  
aronn@wilmette.com

 ▪ Hours: M-Th 9am – 7pm; F 9am - 
4pm; Sa 9am -2pm. 

 ○ Adult Drop-in Center – peer support for a stigma- 
free space to connect, socialize, and learn new 
skills and tools. 

 ○ Mental Health Services:
 ▪ Hours: M-F 9am – 5pm
 ▪ Phone: (847) 441-5600
 ▪ Location: 405 Central Ave, 

Northfield

WILMETTE POLICE DEPARTMENT
710 RIDGE ROAD, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091

(847) 256-1200 NON-EMERGENCY
WWW.WILMETTE.COM/POLICE

 ▪ Phone: (847) 496-3170 and 
(224) 423-5263.  

 ▪ Location:  1779 Maple St., 
Northfield
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Battery Safety
As the number of electronic devices used at home, work, and play continues to grow, so 
do the number of rechargeable batteries in devices around you. Smartphones, power 
tools, laptops, cordless phones, toys and small appliances all use rechargeable batteries. 
New battery technologies also mean greater care should be taken to extend the life of 
the battery and minimize potential hazards. Below we offer a few reminders to help you 
properly charge and store your rechargeable batteries.

Smoke Alarms  
State law now 
requires Illinois 
residents to replace 
their old smoke 
alarms with the type 
that has a long term, 
10-year sealed battery starting January 
1, 2023. This applies to residents that 
are still using smoke alarms with 
removable batteries. If you haven’t 
done so already, please check with 
your local retailer to upgrade your 
smoke alarms.

There are exemptions for hard wired 
smoke alarms and wireless integrated 
smoke alarms that use low-power 
radio frequency communications, 
Wi-Fi, or other Wireless Local Area 
Networking capability. Please contact 
the Wilmette Fire Department at 847-
251-1101 with any questions about 
smoke alarms.

In addition to upgrading your smoke 
alarms, remember these safety tips: 
install smoke alarms on every level 
and in every bedroom, test alarms 
monthly, plan and practice your escape 
route with your family, and remember 
if your smoke alarm does sound, leave 
your home immediately and call 9-1-1. 

CPR and AED Courses 
Interested in learning CPR or how to 
operate an AED? The Fire Department  
offers  training courses including the 
Heartsaver certification program and 
BLS courses. The Heartsaver program 
is available to all residents and 
teaches residents how to effectively 
deliver CPR and use an AED in 
accordance with American Heart 
Association guidelines; the BLS course 
is available for healthcare providers. 
Classes will be taught by Wilmette 
firefighters at Fire Station #26; 1304 
Lake Avenue. Heartsaver courses are 
$25 and offered monthly and the BLS 
courses are $75 and offered every 
other month. To register please call the 
Fire Department at 847-251-1101 and 
to view upcoming dates and times go 
to www.wilmette.com/fire-department/ 
cpr-aed-training/.

• Don’t overdo it. One of the most important things you 
can do to extend battery life is to avoid overcharging. 
Disconnect chargers and devices with rechargeable 
batteries after the battery reaches full charge. 

• Be present. Whenever possible, recharge your batteries 
while you are nearby. A battery fire could happen if a 
device with a defective battery is left unattended and 
it overheats. Be sure to have a working smoke detector 
and fire extinguisher.

• Stay away from flammables. Be sure to place the 
device or battery charger on a non-flammable surface 
during charging. Maximize air circulation around the 

device and minimize exposure to direct sunlight to reduce 
the risk of overheating.

• Pick the right method. You should always charge 
batteries in the device it’s used in, the charger it came 
with, or a charger recommended by the manufacturer. 
Chargers are designed for specific battery types; mixing 
chargers and batteries could result in unexpected 
problems. 

• Don’t mix. When recharging batteries in a charger, don’t 
mix rechargeable and disposable batteries. Disposable 
(alkaline) batteries are not rechargeable and should never 
be placed in a charger. 

Public Safety Initiatives
The Wilmette Police continue to be 
leaders in public safety and have 
several new initiatives planned for 
2023 including automated license 
plate readers (ALPR) and body worn-
cameras.

ALPR’s will aid our Police Department 
in crime prevention and investigation. 
Eight cameras are planned for 
installation in 2023 and can be used to 
identify stolen motor vehicles, vehicles 
associated with criminal activity or 
missing persons, and aid in criminal 
investigations. 

The Police Department is also 
purchasing an integrated camera 
system that will include body-worn 
cameras, in-car cameras, a new 
interview room camera and a digital 
evidence platform. These are important 
tools in modern policing to facilitate 
accountability and transparency. For 
more information, please visit the 
Police Department webpage at: www.
wilmette.com/police/.
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Planning a Block Party?
Summer days aren’t too 
far away! Get ready for 
summer fun by planning for 
your block party. Block Party 
permit applications must be 
submitted to the Wilmette Police 
Department at least seven days 
prior to the event. There is no 
cost for the permit. For more 
information on block parties and 
to download a permit application, 
visit www.wilmette.com/permits/block-
party-permits/.

Protect Yourself from Ruse Burglaries
Ruse burglaries are a type of burglary that is committed by multiple offenders. 
One offender uses a ‘ruse’ to distract the victim or lure you outside, while 
the other offender(s) enters the home to search for and steal cash, jewelry 
and other valuable items. Offenders may pose as Village employees or utility 
workers and use stories about water service, tree trimming or claiming there 
is an issue with the neighbor’s house.  Do not allow unscheduled workers into 
your home.  If you are suspicious or cannot verify their identity, please call 
9-1-1 to report these incidents. For more crime prevention tips go to www.
wilmette.com/police/crime-prevention/.

Sign Up for Smart911
In an emergency, every second 
counts. The Village of Wilmette offers 
residents the option to sign up for 
Smart911, a free service that provides 
9-1-1 operators with critical medical 
and household information needed 
during an emergency. To register, 
follow these simple steps:

• Visit the Village’s 
website Smart911

• Create your Safety 
Profile for yourself and 
your household

• Smart911 will send a message 
to your registered email address 
confirming your account

• Upon verification, Smart911 will 
deliver your Safety Profile to 9-1-1 
answering centers

You can choose to receive emergency 
alerts and non-emergency notifications 
from the Village via phone call, text, 
email or through the mobile app.

Community Solar
Have you received solicitations in the mail from 
renewable energy companies? Looking to make the 
switch but not sure who to trust? Consider joining 
Community Solar, a Village-sponsored program 
administered by MC Squared that enables residents 
– homeowners and renters – to obtain solar power 
from a large-scale solar generation site in Illinois 
with guaranteed savings. 

How does it work?
Community solar projects generate electricity, and that power is delivered 
into ComEd’s grid. Program subscribers receive net metering credits for their 
share of the electricity generated by the project site. These credits reduce the 
amount of electricity charged to the subscriber’s account, lowering monthly 
electric bills without having to install solar panels, which may not be right 
for everyone. The program does not have upfront costs and does not lock you 
into a long-term contract.  

How do I sign up?
1. Place your name on the reservation list – you will need information from 

your ComEd bill. 

2. Complete your enrollment when MC Squared (program administrator) 
notifies you that a subscription is available. 

3. ComEd applies 100% of the net metering credits to your 
bill. Your subscription fee is 80% of the credits, leaving 
you a 20% discount.  

4. Watch for a credit on your next ComEd bill under the 
electricity supply cost. The cost of electricity distribution 
and other charges on your bill will remain the same.

Car Seat Safety Checks
The State of Illinois requires that vehicle passengers must 
be secured in a seat belt or approved child restraint system. 
Please visit nhtsa.gov or safekids.org for recommendations 
on appropriate types of seats for children, installation 
information, and other information on child safety seats. 
Residents can register for car seat safety checks and 
installations with the Wilmette Fire Department. Certified 
safety personnel can assist residents with the proper 
installation of car seats to ensure they are used safely.  
To schedule an appointment please call 847-251-1101.
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Connect with Us
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WILMETTE, IL 60091
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1200 Wilmette Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091

Local Postal Customer
Wilmette, IL 60091

Village Board Meetings
7:30 p.m. Village Hall

Fire/Police Emergency 9-1-1
Fire Department  fire@wilmette.com  847-251-1101
Museum             museum@wilmette.com 847-853-7666
Police Department  police@wilmette.com 847-256-1200
Public Works Department pubworks@wilmette.com
 General    847-853-7500
 After Hours Emergency 847-256-1200
Water Management   847-853-7535
Village Hall    847-251-2700
 Community Development 847-853-7550
 Engineering   847-853-7660
 Finance   847-853-7609
 Clerk    847-853-7511
Village Manager  
 Michael Braiman braimanm@wilmette.com 847-853-7509

Other
Library    
847-256-5025
Park District    
847-256-6100
New Trier Township 
847-446-8202
Waste Management 
847-272-4145 
AT&T    
800-244-4444
Comcast    
866-594-1234
Commonwealth Edison  
888-334-7661
Nicor Gas    
888-642-6748

Village Board  
President
Senta Plunkett    plunketts@wilmette.com

Trustees
Peter Barrow barrowp@wilmette.com
Kathy Dodd doddk@wilmette.com
Kate Gjaja gjajak@wilmette.com
Gina Kennedy kennedyg@wilmette.com
Justin Sheperd sheperdj@wilmette.com
Dan Sullivan sullivand@wilmette.com

Business Hours: 
Monday – Friday
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

January 10, 24 
February 14, 28
March 14, 28

April 11,  25
May 9, 23 
June 13, 27

July 11, 25 
August 8, 22
September 12, 26

October 10, 24
November 14, 28
December 12, 26
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Village Hall Closed
New Year’s Day 
Presidents Day
Memorial Day 
Juneteenth
Independence Day

Labor Day
Veterans Day
Thanksgiving
Day after Thanksgiving
Christmas Day


