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Garrison Family to Retire, Close Depot Nuevo at End of August 
Small Cheval to Fill Vacancy at 1139 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, IL. – (March 14, 2023) – Rob and Ann Garrison, owners of Depot 
Nuevo and formerly of The Noodle Cafe, have announced their plans to retire, 
leading to the closure of the popular Wilmette restaurant at the end of August.  

“All of us in Wilmette owe a debt of gratitude to the Garrison family,” said Wilmette 
Village President Senta Plunkett.  “Their long-standing restaurants, the Noodle and 
Depot Nuevo, were the building blocks for Wilmette to become the top dining 
destination on the North Shore.  We recognize Rob and Ann not solely as trailblazers 
for Wilmette’s restaurant scene, but as exceptional business owners who set the bar 
when it came to giving back to their community and taking care of their employees.  
We will miss them immensely and wish them all the best in their future endeavors, 
which hopefully won’t take them too far from Wilmette.  Please join me and my family 
in celebrating Depot Neuvo this spring and summer for the first of many “lasts”.” 

With the Garrison’s retirement, the Village of Wilmette, owners of the Depot Building at 
1139 Wilmette Avenue, intend to sell the property to an entity that will be associated 
with the Hogsalt Hospitality restaurant group. Hogsalt Hospitality plans to open the 
North Shore’s first Small Cheval location. 

Depot Nuevo 
Depot Nuevo has served the Wilmette community gourmet Mexican fare, tequila, and 
house made beer since 2008. The family-owned business, led by Rob and Ann 
Garrison, has been a stalwart of Wilmette’s downtown dining scene and the go-to spot 
for al fresco dining on the North Shore.  

“When this surprise opportunity came to us, our first reaction was no way!” said Rob 
Garrison. “We love Depot Nuevo, Wilmette and our many great customers and 
employees! After much thought and consideration, we realized the time is right for us 
to start our next adventure.” 

Small Cheval 
Small Cheval is a casual, fast-paced joint serving a stripped down menu of the 
essentials - cheeseburgers, hamburgers, shakes and fries. The restaurant is based on 
Au Cheval, a restaurant in the West Loop by Hogsalt founder and CEO Brendan 



Sodikoff. Small Cheval will take advantage of the outstanding year-round patio space 
at the Depot Building, providing guests with options to enjoy their burger inside the 
historic structure, on the patio, to-go or via delivery.  

Depot Building / Village of Wilmette 
The Depot Building was constructed in 1873/74, serving as a commuter train station 
until its first move in 1897 to serve as a freight depot. Following a campaign by the 
Wilmette Historical Society to save the structure from demolition, the Village of 
Wilmette purchased the building in 1974 and moved it to its current location at 1139 
Wilmette Avenue. In 1975, the Depot Building was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.   

The structure is the oldest in downtown Wilmette and as a local landmark, any exterior 
alterations must be approved by the Village’s Historic Preservation Commission. To 
further protect the historical structure and ensure that the Depot Building remains an 
important historical element of Wilmette’s downtown, the sale agreement ensures that 
the structure cannot be demolished, relocated, or altered without the Village’s consent. 
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